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A Letter from Pastor Bo 

 

September 2024 – Living with Good Life 

 
 

As we move into the Fall, we leave behind the stories about wise King Solomon and we 

read wisdom literature associated with wise King Solomon. Biblical wisdom means living in 

line with how God designed us to live, so that our lives can flourish. And flourishing means 

more than just material success; it’s more about relational success, with God and our 

fellow human beings.  

September 1st – If you’ve ever wanted a sermon that sums up and explains the entire book 

of Song of Solomon, then don’t leave town Labor Day weekend, but come to church. God 

is very much concerned with the parts of us that can become twitterpated, and wants them 

to flourish. And we can feel that way about God as well! 

September 8th– As we look at some of Solomon’s proverbs, we see principles for how we 

are to live together as a society. God cares about all of life, and God cares for the most 

vulnerable in society. Serving God with wisdom means living in solidarity with all of our 

neighbors.  

September 15th – Wisdom isn’t just a nice idea. Living out of line with God’s design also 

really messes things up. But Wisdom calls us (in the form of Deacon Linda DiMeo this 

weekend), to return and learn. 

September 22nd – Ah, the Proverbs 31 woman all the young dudes are talking about. We 

will leave behind the gender-specificity of the passage and talk about how this woman is a 

model for all of us, because she works hard, serves others, and gets it done! 

September 29th – Angels. This is the Feast of St. Michael and All Angels, and we will talk 

about angels today. Actually, it will be youth Sunday, so we may hear from our youth on 

that one. Wisdom means living in keeping with how we are designed, and how we are 

designed involves a spiritual dimension as well. There’s a battle in the heavenly realms, 

and we have a part to play! 

Grace and peace, 

Pastor Bo 
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Food Pantry Report 

July is annually the Grocery Outlet 
Independence from Hunger campaign and this 
year was no different.  Patrons purchase a $5 
bag of prepacked items and then get a $5 
coupon for a return visit.  We share daily pick 
ups with Willow Grove Baptist Food Pantry.  
They are an organization with whom we often 
network in sharing excess product. 

Thank you to Grocery Outlet for continuing this 
tradition.  On Saturday 8/17 Grocery Outlet will 
celebrate 5 years of operation and do a Grand 
Opening of the expanded store.  Hatboro 
Community Cupboard will receive a donation 
from Grocery Outlet national headquarters.  
(This is being written prior to the presentation) 

Thank you to the Greater Hatboro Chamber of 
Commerce for their donation on July 19.  The 3rd 
Friday of each summer month they hold a 
Cruise In along York Rd and collect packaged 
goods for our benefit. 

Attendance at the Cupboard almost reached 
record setting levels in July.  392 families visited 
which is just 7 fewer than our all-time record set 
in the peak of the pandemic in 2020.  Our 
weekly average attendance remains at 92 
families as it has since last fall. 

We recently posted a plea for a driver as one of 
drivers seeks to retire.  We are happy to say that 
several folks responded.  Some had a vehicle 
which is too small to accommodate the volume 
of this donation from Willow Grove Giant.  
However, that led to one volunteer agreeing to 
help on an evening shift. 

As always we are grateful for your prayers, 
donations, and support. 

 

Food Pantry Current Need 

Our most critical needs right now 
are: 

- Toilet Paper 

- Baked Beans 

- Macaroni & Cheese 

- Canned Potatoes 

- Canned Peaches  

- Canned Fruit Cocktail 

- Cream of Chicken Soup 

- Chicken Noodle Soup 

- Vegetable Soup 

- Knorr Side Dishes 

- Hamburger Helper 

- Peanut Butter 

- Jelly 

- Shampoo 

- Toothpaste 

Additionally, we are looking for 
donations of metal cabinets to store 
our inventory. Call Alan at 215-675-

1298. 

All donations are appreciated, thank 
you! 

 

 

 

 

 

Important Dates 

September 8 – Rally Day 

September 8 – Brad Fox Memorial 
Concert 

September 29 – 75th Anniversary 
Celebration 
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75th Anniversary Ice Cream Social 

We had a great time at our July Ice Cream Social! Thank you to the 75th Anniversary 

Committee for organizing the event, to our youth for serving the ice cream, to Tom Smith for 

playing music for us, and to Pastor Bo for being a good sport when the amount of donations 

resulted in him receiving a pie to the face! We look forward to seeing you all again at the 75th 

Anniversary Celebration in September.  
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VBS – Camp Firelight Day 1 

We had another 30 kids for our second VBS this summer! On the first day, we learned about 

Jacob’s dream of the stairway to heaven. We built stairs out of blocks, and our Little Jesus 

figures got to play angels going up and down! In snack, we made Teddy Graham angels on 

their ladder to heaven, and played Ladderball in games! In craft, we made pillows so we 

could have something more comfortable than a rock to lay our heads on.  
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VBS – Camp Firelight Day 2 

On the second day of VBS, we learned about young Jesus sharing wisdom at the temple. 

We built temples out of blocks, and in music, we sang “Big House.” In snack, we made 

campfires, and in games, we played the “Lemonade Game,” based on a song by the band 

Smallfish. We made friendship bracelets in craft, and in science we made bubble wands.  
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VBS – Camp Firelight Day 3 

On our last day, we learned about Philip who baptized the Ethiopian man. In snack we made 

trees out of pretzels and grapes. We played with a parachute in games. In craft, we made 

sunflower joy signs and campfires, and in science, we learned how to blow up a balloon 

inside a water bottle, and we got to make a non-Newtonian fluid (Oobleck)! 
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Youth News & Events 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Sunday School is back! Bring your child to 
Sunday School on Sunday mornings at 10 

am. We are offering classes for two 
different age groups: Preschool – 1st 
grade, and 2nd – 6th grades. Youth in 

grades 7 and up are invited to help teach 
the younger kids! 

Lesson Schedule:  

September 8 – Rally Day & Service 
Project 

September 15 – The Story of Creation 

September 22 – Adam & Eve 

September 29 – Youth-Led Worship – 
No Sunday School 

Volunteer Information 

We are always looking for teachers for 
Sunday School and volunteers to staff our 
nursery. We have a Two-Adult Policy, so 

every classroom with children must have two 
adults staffing that room. This requires a few 

extra pairs of hands. To hold two Sunday 
School classes and have a staffed nursery, 

we need at least 6 adult volunteers each 
Sunday morning. If you are available, please 
sign up on the Sunday School bulletin board, 

or reach out to Abbie Metheny at 
sjchrised@gmail.com. 

Teaching Sunday School is very easy and 
fulfilling! The lesson is all planned out for you 
before you arrive, you just need to read to the 

children and lead the craft, game, or other 
activity. We ask that teachers arrive at least 
20 minutes before the service starts so they 

can go over the lesson and ask any 
questions they might have. 

ALL VOLUNTEERS must complete St. 
John’s Mandatory Volunteer Training 
(available digitally), and ALL ADULT 

VOLUNTEERS must have completed their 
Pennsylvania Child Abuse Clearance as 
well as their Pennsylvania Background 
Check. Links are on the Sunday School 

page on our website. 

 

 

 

 

 

The nursery has been relocated to the 
Library. We are working to staff the 

nursery each week so that parents can 
drop their children off before worship, and 

pick them up after the service. The 
nursery will be open from 9:50 – 10 

minutes after the service ends on Sunday 
mornings. 

In the event that the nursery is not staffed, 
it is still open for parents to sit with their 
children if they need a break. There will 

be signs posted on the door to mark 
whether the nursery is staffed or not.  

 

 

Children’s Library 

If parents do not want to use the staffed 
nursery, but their child needs a break from 

worship, they are welcome to use the 
Children’s Library, located beside the 

Sunday School office.  

The library will also be open after worship 
each week. Parents are welcome to sign out 
books on the clipboard, and bring them back 

when finished.   

mailto:sjchrised@gmail.com
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Youth News & Events, continued. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Youth Group is held on the third 
Saturday of every month at 6:30 pm, 

from September – May.  

Youth Group will kick off the year with an 
offsite cookout! This event will be held 
offsite on Saturday, September 21, at 

6:30 pm.  Hamburgers and hot dogs will 
be provided, and kids are encouraged to 
bring sides, drinks, or dessert. Families 

are welcome to stay for this event.  

 

 

 

 

Confirmation Classes will be held on 
the fourth Sunday of every month, at 

6:30 pm, from September – May.  

The 2024-2025 Confirmation Year will 
start on Sunday, September 22, at 6:30 
pm. This is a new, one-year program for 

8th graders. If you know an 8th grader who 
wants to join, please let Abbie know!  

 

 

 

 

Next Month’s Youth Group 

Looking ahead to October, next month is our 
annual Haunted House! Set-up will be on 
Saturday, October 19, and the Haunted 

House will be held during Sunday School on 
Sunday, October 20, and later that evening 

at our Halloween Potluck at 5 pm.  

Start thinking about how best to scare the 
congregation!  

 

 

Our Sunday School children will be leading 
worship on Sunday, September 29th. There 
will be no Sunday School that day. Instead, 
children should come to the Sanctuary and 

sit in the front pew. 

Please let Sunday School teachers know as 
soon as possible whether your child(ren) will 

be able to attend, so we can assign parts 
accordingly.  

 

 

 

Backpack Blessing 

All children, college students, teachers, 
and other school staff heading back to 
school are encouraged to bring their 

backpack or bag to worship on Sunday, 
September 8th for a blessing.  

 

 

 

Bibles 

Bibles will be distributed on Reformation 
Sunday, October 27th, during the 10 am 

service. New preschool students will receive 
Notes from Jesus picture books; 2nd graders 
will receive Early Reader Bibles; 8th graders 

will receive Study Bibles and The Story, 
which they will use in Confirmation.  
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Next Newsletter Deadline 

The deadline for the October Newsletter is 

September 15th. Please send any events, 

notes, or volunteer opportunities to 

Ashdon at office@sjlch.org. 

 

 

75th Anniversary Party 

The 75th Anniversary Party will be Sunday 

September 29th, 2024 from 1-5 pm at the 

Vereinigung Erzgebirge (VE) Club in 

Warminster. There will be a committee 

member outside of the sanctuary after 

worship on Saturdays and Sundays with a 

sign-up sheet and collecting money for the 

75th anniversary celebration. The cost is 

$20 for adults and $10 for school age 

children. If your budget will not allow for 

the extra cost please still sign up and the 

committee will help with fees. The menu 

selection will be presented and there will be 

a cash bar. 

Please RSVP by September 1st. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Book Club 

Join us in the library on September 15th  
at 1 pm for book club. This month we will 
be reading and discussing The Vanishing 

Half by Brit Bennett. 

mailto:office@sjlch.org
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Sunday School Bible Buddies 

The Kids and Family Ministry Team is 
asking members of the congregation to 
consider sponsoring the bibles we hand 
out to our Sunday School students. Our 
Pre-K students receive a “Notes from 
Jesus” picture book, second-graders 

receive early-reader bibles, and our eighth 
grade Confirmation students receive study 
bibles as well as The Story, which they will 
use throughout the year. We are asking for 
$20 for each bible, and sponsors will have 

an opportunity to write a note to their 
student in the bible. Sponsors should 

sign up by September 8th. Bibles will be 
distributed on Reformation Sunday. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

September Harvest Food Drive 

The Community Outreach Ministry Team is 
partnering with the Hatboro Community 

Cupboard for a food drive this month. They 
are asking for the following items: 

Cream of chicken soup, chicken noodle 
soup, vegetable soup, Knorr side dishes, 
Hamburger Helper, peanut butter, jelly, 

toilet paper, canned fruit cocktail, canned 
peaches, baked beans, macaroni & 

cheese, and canned potatoes. 

Please return all items to church by 
Sunday, September 22nd.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Women’s Ministry’s Ladies Lunch Bunch 
will return on Tuesday, September 17th at 
12 noon. Bring your lunch and drinks, and 
enjoy a provided dessert. Please sign up 

to attend on the bulletin board on the ramp 
to Fellowship Hall. 

The Ladies Lunch Bunch meets on the 
third Tuesday of each month at noon in 

Fellowship Hall.  

 

 

 

 

 

Brad Fox Memorial Concert 

Join us on Sunday, September 8th at 4 

pm for our annual Brad Fox Memorial 

Concert! Our sanctuary will be filled with a 

variety of music styles that our team of 

musicians is already working hard to 

prepare for you! All benefits from this 

concert will go to a scholarship fund for a 

William Tennent High School Senior who is 

going to pursue a “hero life” as an EMT, 

police officer, firefighter, military personnel, 

etc. We hope to see you there! 
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Year-to-Date Financial 
Status through 7/31/24 

Income $242,741.86 

Expenses $290,782.98 

Deficit $48,041.12 

 

 

 
 

Joseph & Mary 

Our very own Bob Evans has been 
working tirelessly on a musical, and we will 
see it later this year! We have a date! We 

will put on the musical on Saturday, 
December 14th, after the 5:00 service. 

Stay tuned for more details!  

 
 

 

Thank you to all of the volunteers and sponsors for this year's Vacation Bible Schools. 
Without you, we would not have been able to have 2 amazing weeks. We had 30 

children at both, ages ranging from 3 years old to 6th grade. All of the children had a 
great time and the parents were saying how all of the kids came home happy and 

excited to go back the next day. Thank you for making this possible! 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Coffee Hour 

Coffee Hour resumes on Sunday, 
September 8th after the 10:00 worship 

service. We’d love to have one more team 
to set up the coffee and pastries, and 
clean up after. Please contact Marcie 

Divver at mdivver324@comcast.net if you 
can help out! 

 
 

 
 

Men’s Breakfast Update 

The monthly Men’s Breakfast has been 
canceled due to lack of interest. We hope 
to get together on occasion, but will not 

meet monthly. Thank you for 
understanding.   

 
 

 
 

End of July Deficit Update 

This is the Year-to-Date financial status through the end of July. We 
have changed from tracking against our budget, to tracking our actual 

income vs our actual expenses. 

mailto:mdivver324@comcast.net
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Help Wanted 

Are you... 
• a Confirmand who needs to meet your Worship 

Participation requirements? 
• a student looking for Community Service 

Opportunities? 
• someone interested in learning a new skill and 

helping out behind the scenes? 
 
Bob Muller would love your help running the cameras, lights, and 
sound equipment that take our weekend and online services to the 
next level!  

Check Out Our Website! 

Please find us at www.stjohnslutheranhatboro.org to stay up to date on what’s 

happening at St. John’s! Find Pastor Bo’s sermons, upcoming events, and 

information about the church and the food pantry, and more! 

http://www.stjohnslutheranhatboro.org/
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Like Us on Facebook & Instagram! 

St. John’s Lutheran      

Church – Hatboro 
@sjlch505 

 

Subscribe to Our YouTube Channel! 

We're trying to get to 100 Subscribers! You can find us on 

YouTube by searching "St. John's Lutheran Church 

Hatboro."  

Pastor Bo Bannister 

Minister of Music: Michael Brinkworth 

Director of Christian Education: Abbie Metheny 

   Email: sjchrised@gmail.com 

Office Administrator: Ashdon Bobbie 

Social Media Coordinator: Jess Flynn 

Media Coordinator: Bob Muller 

Church Office: (215) 675-2031 

Church Fax: (215) 675-9487 

Church Email: office@sjlch.org 

Church Website: 
www.stjohnslutheranhatboro.org  

Church Staff & Contact Information 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Our Mission: 

To be a loving, accepting community centered on growing in Christ. 

 

 
 

 
 

 

Our Vision: 

To give people a place to belong at any stage of their journey with God. 

mailto:office@sjlch.org
http://www.stjohnslutheranhatboro.org/

