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Second Sunday in Advent 

December 7, 2025 

The Good News for Today: God is willing 
and able to soften our stony hearts. 

Thank you for worshiping with us at St. John’s. Please fill out your yellow 
attendance card and place it in the offering plate when we collect the 
offering later in the service. 

This Advent, we will be using Setting 4 at the beginning of the blue With 
One Voice (WOV) hymnals. Page numbers will be included for various 
elements of the service.

Gathering Music 

STAND 

Hymn: My Lord, What a Morning – WOV 627 (Blue Book) 

Refrain 
 My Lord, what a morning; 
 my Lord, what a morning; 
 oh, my Lord, what a morning, 
 when the stars begin to fall. 

1 You will hear the trumpet sound, 
 to wake the nations underground, 
 looking to my God's right hand, 
 when the stars begin to fall.  Refrain 

2 You will hear the sinner cry, 
 to wake the nations underground, 
 looking to my God's right hand, 
 when the stars begin to fall.  Refrain 

3 You will hear the Christian shout, 
 to wake the nations underground, 
 looking to my God's right hand, 
 when the stars begin to fall.  Refrain 

Text: African American spiritual 
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Confession and Forgiveness 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose home is heaven and earth, whose 
salvation is sure. 

Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Long-expected God, 

we confess that we look to ourselves for the peace and security only 
you can provide. We reach for swords and spears, reluctant to release our 
grip on the ways of war. We become impatient while waiting and weary of 
keeping awake. Free us from self-reliance, and teach us to live in harmony 
with our neighbors. Increase our trust in God’s timing, and awaken us to 
your advent among us, that we may abound in the hope you have promised. 
Amen. 

God judges us not as we deserve, but according to God’s own righteousness. ☩ You are 
freed and forgiven, saved by grace, and ready to welcome the Savior.  

Amen. 

Welcome & Greeting 
Welcome to St. John’s, where we are building a loving, accepting community centered 
on growing in Christ, and giving people a place to belong at any stage of their journey 
with God.  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

Kyrie – WOV p. 12-13 (Blue Book) 

This Is the Feast – WOV p. 15-16 (Blue Book) 

Prayer of the Day  
Let us pray… Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his 
coming nurture our growth as people of repentance and peace; through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

Amen. 

SIT 
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Hymn: O Come O Come Emmanuel (Verse 1) – ELW 257 (Red Book) 

1 O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
 and ransom captive Israel, 
 that mourns in lonely exile here 
 until the Son of God appear. 

Refrain 
 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
 shall come to you, O Israel. 

Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Köln, 1710; tr. composite 
Text sts. 2, 6, 7 © 1997 Augsburg Fortress. 

Lighting the Advent Wreath  
Blessed are you, God of hope, for you promise to bring forth a shoot from the stump of 
Jesse who will bring justice to the poor, who will deliver the needy and crush the 
oppressor, who will stand as a signal of hope for all people. 

As we light these candles, turn our wills to bear the fruit of repentance, transform our 
hearts to live in justice and harmony with one another, and fix our eyes on the root of 
Jesse, Jesus Christ, the hope of all nations. 

O people of hope, come, 

let us rejoice in the faithfulness of the Lord. Amen. 

 Hymn: O Come O Come Emmanuel (Verse 6) – ELW 257 (Red Book) 

6 O come, O Dayspring, come and cheer; 
 O Sun of justice, now draw near. 
 Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 
 and death's dark shadow put to flight.  

Refrain 
 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 
 shall come to you, O Israel. 

Text: Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, Köln, 1710; tr. composite 
Text sts. 2, 6, 7 © 1997 Augsburg Fortress. 

The Readings 

Isaiah 11:1-10 
1 A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse, 
    and a branch shall grow out of his roots. 
2 The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, 
    the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
    the spirit of counsel and might, 
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    the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 
3 His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. 

He shall not judge by what his eyes see 
    or decide by what his ears hear, 
4 but with righteousness he shall judge for the poor 
    and decide with equity for the oppressed of the earth; 
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
    and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. 
5 Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist 
    and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 

6 The wolf shall live with the lamb; 
    the leopard shall lie down with the kid; 
the calf and the lion will feed together, 
    and a little child shall lead them. 
7 The cow and the bear shall graze; 
    their young shall lie down together; 
    and the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 
8 The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 
    and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den. 
9 They will not hurt or destroy 
    on all my holy mountain, 
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord 
    as the waters cover the sea. 

10 On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall 
inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 

The Word of the Lord, 

Thanks be to God. 

Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 
 1 Give the king your justice, O God, 
  and your righteousness to the king’s son; 

 2 that he may rule your people righteously 
  and the poor with justice; 

 3 that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people, 
  and the hills, in righteousness. 

 4 Let him defend the needy among the people, 
  rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor. 

 5 May he live as long as the sun and moon endure, 
  from one generation to another. 

 6 Let him come down like rain upon the mown field, 
  like showers that water the earth. 
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 7 In his time may the righteous flourish; 
  and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more. 

 18 Blessed are you, Lord God, the God of Israel; 
  you alone do wondrous deeds! 

 19 And blessed be your glorious name forever, 
  and may all the earth be filled with your glory. Amen. Amen. 

Romans 15:4-13 
4 For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by 
steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. 5 May the 
God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, 
in accordance with Christ Jesus, 6 so that together you may with one voice glorify the 
God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

7 Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of 
God. 8 For I tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the 
truth of God in order that he might confirm the promises given to the ancestors 9 and 
that the gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written, 

“Therefore I will confess you among the gentiles 
    and sing praises to your name”; 

10 and again he says, 

“Rejoice, O gentiles, with his people”; 

11 and again, 

“Praise the Lord, all you gentiles, 
    and let all the peoples praise him”; 

12 and again Isaiah says, 

“The root of Jesse shall come, 
    the one who rises to rule the gentiles; 
in him the gentiles shall hope.” 

13 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may 
abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 

The Word of the Lord, 

 Thanks be to God. 

STAND 
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Gospel Acclamation (General) – WOV p. 17 (Blue Book) 

Matthew 3:1-12 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the third chapter: 

 Glory to you, O Lord. 

1 In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, 
proclaiming, 2 “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3 This is the one of 
whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, 

“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord; 
    make his paths straight.’ ” 

4 Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his 
food was locusts and wild honey. 5 Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region 
around the Jordan were going out to him, 6 and they were baptized by him in the River 
Jordan, confessing their sins. 

7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for his baptism, he said 
to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming 
wrath? 8 Therefore, bear fruit worthy of repentance, 9 and do not presume to say to 
yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor,’ for I tell you, God is able from these 
stones to raise up children to Abraham. 10 Even now the ax is lying at the root of the 
trees; therefore every tree that does not bear good fruit will be cut down and thrown into 
the fire. 

11 “I baptize you with water for repentance, but the one who is coming after me is more 
powerful than I, and I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the 
Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing 
floor and will gather his wheat into the granary, but the chaff he will burn with 
unquenchable fire.” 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 Praise to you, O Christ. 

SIT 
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Sermon – “Locusts and Wild Honey”– Pastor Bo Bannister  

STAND 

Hymn: O Day of Peace – ELW 711 (Red Book) 

1 O day of peace that dimly shines 
through all our hopes and prayers 
and dreams, 

 guide us to justice, truth, and love, 
 delivered from our selfish schemes. 

May swords of hate fall from our 
hands, 

 our hearts from envy find release, 
 till by God's grace our warring world 

shall see Christ's promised reign of 
peace. 

2 Then shall the wolf dwell with the 
lamb, 

 nor shall the fierce devour the small; 
 as beasts and cattle calmly graze, 
 a little child shall lead them all. 
 Then enemies shall learn to love, 
 all creatures find their true accord; 
 the hope of peace shall be fulfilled, 
 for all the earth shall know the Lord. 

Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944 
Text © 1982 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

The Apostles’ Creed 
With the whole church let us confess our faith. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third 
day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession  
In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your promise to 
renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation. 

A brief silence. 

With wisdom and understanding, inspire the faithful around the world. Unite hearts and 
minds in work to address poverty, access to housing, and equity among peoples. God of 
grace, 

hear our prayer. 
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With counsel and might, move us to care for creation. As we dream of the day when all 
creatures will flourish alongside one another, guide us in ways humanity and all creation 
will mutually thrive. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

With righteousness and faithfulness, encourage nations to live in harmony with one 
another. We pray for international student and teacher exchanges, for our partner 
churches, and for the shared mission of Lutheran World Relief and Lutheran Disaster 
Response. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

With steadfastness and encouragement, strengthen those who have lost hope in the face 
of grief, depression, or disease. Renew the spirits of those recovering from surgery and 
medical procedures. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

With welcome and hospitality, embolden us in our shared ministry to overcome all that 
divides. In acts of repentance, reconciliation, and reparation, may we serve in the way of 
Christ. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

With joy and peace, we remember our ancestors in the faith especially Ambrose, Bishop 
of Milan, whom we commemorate today. Fill us with the hope of the Holy Spirit now 
and into the ages of ages. God of grace, 

hear our prayer. 

Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your mercy 
through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel. 

Amen. 

Peace  
The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 And also with you. 

Please share a sign of peace with one another. 

SIT 

Announcements 
Printed copies of our weekly announcements are available at the usher’s stand in the 
Narthex, and monthly newsletters are on the Hospitality Table. Please include your 
email address on your yellow attendance card to receive announcements 
electronically. 

Generosity Temple Talk: Peace – Susan LaPlaunt 
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Children’s Message 

Offering 

STAND 

Offertory Hymn: Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful – WOV p. 21 

(Blue Book) 

 

Offering Prayer   
Nourishing God, you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert. Through this 
meal, satisfy our parched places, that we may rejoice and be for the world signs of your 
kingdom come. 

Amen. 
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Great Thanksgiving  
The Lord be with you.    

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.   

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
You created heaven and earth, made us in your image, and kept covenant with us, even 
when we fell into sin. We give you thanks for Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose coming 
opened to us the way of salvation, and whose triumphant return we eagerly await. 
Therefore we join our voices with all the saints and angels and the whole creation to 
proclaim the glory of your name: 

Sanctus (Holy, Holy, Holy) – WOV p. 22 (Blue Book) 
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Eucharistic Prayer 
Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God. The universe declares your praise: 
beyond the stars, beneath the sea, within each cell, with every breath. 

We praise you, O God. 

Generations bless your faithfulness: through the water, by night and day, across the 
wilderness, out of exile, into the future. 

We bless you, O God. 

We give you thanks for your dear Son: at the heart of human life, near to those who 
suffer, beside the sinner, among the poor, with us now. 

We thank you, O God. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end, we proclaim the 
mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and 
truth. We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We look with hope for 
his coming. 

 Come, Lord Jesus. 

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word take 
flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

 Come, Holy Spirit. 

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, Power of the 
Most High, one God, now and forever. 

 Amen. 

Let us pray the prayer Jesus taught us: 

The Lord's Prayer  
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us, and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.  

SIT 
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Invitation to Communion 
Here is life. God is with us. Come, receive what God has promised. 

Distribution of the Elements 

Lamb of God 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
grant us peace, grant us peace. 

STAND 

Post-Communion Blessing 
The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you keep you in his Grace.  

Amen. 
 

Prayer after Communion 
God our host, at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness. Send us forth, eager to 
share the feast, welcome the stranger, and bear good fruit in the name of Jesus. 

Amen. 

Blessing  

May God who comes among us, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, grant you patience in 
waiting, peace in the darkness, and good news to share today and always. 

Amen. 
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Hymn: Prepare the Royal Highway – ELW 264 (Red Book) 

1 Prepare the royal highway; 
 the King of kings is near! 
 Let ev'ry hill and valley 
 a level road appear! 
 Then greet the King of glory, 
 foretold in sacred story: 

Refrain 
 Hosanna to the Lord, 
 for he fulfills God's word! 

2 God's people, see him coming: 
 your own eternal king! 
 Palm branches strew before him! 
 Spread garments! Shout and sing! 
 God's promise will not fail you! 

No more shall doubt assail you!  
Refrain 

3 Then fling the gates wide open 
 to greet your promised king! 
 Your king, yet ev'ry nation 
 its tribute too may bring. 
 All lands will bow before him; 

their voices join your singing:  
Refrain 

4 His is no earthly kingdom; 
 it comes from heav'n above. 
 His rule is peace and freedom 
 and justice, truth, and love. 
 So let your praise be sounding 

for kindness so abounding:  
Refrain 

Text: Frans Mikael Franzén, 1772-1847; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship 
Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress. 

Dismissal 
Go in peace. Keep awake. 

Thanks be to God.  

The text, music, and hymns of this worship bulletin are reprinted with permission from the copyright holders. Please see the 
bottom of the individual hymns for the copyright information. The text and music of the worship liturgy are from 
sundaysandseason.com. copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Augsburg Fortress Annual License #SAS103615. 
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