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August 8, 2026

The Good News for Today: No one can walk on
water, but anyone can walk on the Word.

Thank you for worshiping with us at St. John’s. Please fill out your yellow attendance
card and place it in the offering plate when we collect the offering later in the service.

Elijah finds the presence of God not in earthquake, wind, or fire, but in the sound of
sheer silence. When the disciples face a great storm on the sea, they cry out with fear.
Jesus says: “Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.” Amid the storms of life, we gather to
seek the calm presence of Christ that soothes our fears. In comforting words of
scripture and in the refreshing bread and cup of the eucharist, God grants us peace
and sends us forth to be a sign of God’s presence to others.

Gathering Music

STAND

Welcome & Greeting

Welcome to St. John’s, where we are building a loving, accepting community centered
on growing in Christ, and giving people a place to belong at any stage of their journey
with God.

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.



Hymn: Shout to the Lord — w&p 124 (Purple Book)

My Jesus, my Savior,

Lord, there is none like you.

All of my days I want to praise
the wonders of your mighty love.
My comfort, my shelter,

tower of refuge and strength;

let ev'ry breath, all that I am
never cease to worship you.

Shout to the Lord, all the earth, let us sing
power and majesty, praise to the King.
Mountains bow down and the seas will roar

at the sound of your name.

I sing for joy at the work of your hands;

forever I'll love you, forever I'll stand.

Nothing compares to the promise I have in you.

Text: Darlene Zschech, b. 1965
Text © 1993 Darlene Zschech/Hillsong Publishing, admin. in the USA & Canada by Integrity's Hosanna! Music (ASCAP) c¢/o
Integrity Media, Inc., 1000 Cody Road, Mobile, AL 36695.

Confession and Forgiveness

Blessed be the holy Trinity,+ one God, whose compassion endures forever.
Amen.

Let us confess our sin to God.

Silence is kept for reflection.

Compassionate God,

we confess to you all our sins. Our burden is heavy, and we cannot
free ourselves. In your mercy, call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and
your burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we
pray, Amen.

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I
will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, -+ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are
forgiven. Rest in God’s love.

Amen.
SIT

1 Kings 19:9-18

On Mount Horeb, where God had appeared to Moses with typical signs of God’s
presence—earthquake, wind, and fire—Elijah now experienced God in “sheer silence.”
God assured Elijah that he is not the only faithful believer. Seven thousand Israelites



are still loyal. God instructed Elijah to anoint two men as kings and to anoint Elisha as
his own successor.

9 At that place he came to a cave and spent the night there.

Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 10 He
answered, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God of hosts, for the Israelites
have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with
the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.”

11 He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the Lord, for the Lord is about to
pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and
breaking rocks in pieces before the Lord, but the Lord was not in the wind, and after the
wind an earthquake, but the Lord was not in the earthquake, 12 and after the earthquake
a fire, but the Lord was not in the fire, and after the fire a sound of sheer

silence. 13 When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and
stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice to him that said, “What are
you doing here, Elijah?” 14 He answered, “I have been very zealous for the Lord, the God
of hosts, for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and
killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take
it away.” 15 Then the Lord said to him, “Go, return on your way to the wilderness of
Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king over Aram. 16 Also you shall
anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel, and you shall anoint Elisha son of
Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in your place. 17 Whoever escapes from the sword
of Hazael, Jehu shall kill, and whoever escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall

kill. 18Yet I will leave seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to
Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed him.”

The Word of the Lord,
Thanks be to God.

Romans 10:5-15

A right relationship with God is not something we achieve by heroic efforts. It is a gift
received in the proclamation whose content is Jesus Christ. This proclaimed word
creates our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Hence Christian proclamation is an
indispensable component of God’s saving actions.

5 Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the person
who does these things will live by them.” 6 But the righteousness that comes from faith
says, “Do not say in your heart, “‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ
down) 7 “or ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ up from the
dead). 8 But what does it say?

“The word is near you,
in your mouth and in your heart”

(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim), 9 because if you confess with your mouth

that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will
be saved. 1© For one believes with the heart, leading to righteousness, and one confesses
with the mouth, leading to salvation. 11 The scripture says, “No one who believes in him



will be put to shame.” 2 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same
Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him. 13 For “everyone who calls on
the name of the Lord shall be saved.”

14 But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they to
believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without
someone to proclaim him? 15 And how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As
it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!”

The Word of the Lord,
Thanks be to God.

STAND
Gospel Acclamation — ELW p. 151 (Red Book)

Alleluia, Lord, to whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life.
Alleluia.

Matthew 14:22-33

Matthew’s gospel typically portrays Jesus’ disciples as people of “little faith,” who fail
despite their best intentions. In this story, Matthew shows how Jesus comes to the
disciples when they are in trouble and sustains them in their time of fear and doubt.

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fourteenth chapter:
Glory to you, O Lord.

5 Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that “the person
who does these things will live by them.” 6 But the righteousness that comes from faith
says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ
down) 7 “or “‘Who will descend into the abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ up from the
dead). 8 But what does it say?

“The word is near you,
in your mouth and in your heart”

(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim), 9 because if you confess with your mouth
that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will
be saved. 1© For one believes with the heart, leading to righteousness, and one confesses
with the mouth, leading to salvation. 11 The scripture says, “No one who believes in him
will be put to shame.” 12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same
Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him. 13 For “everyone who calls on
the name of the Lord shall be saved.”

14 But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they to
believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without
someone to proclaim him? 15 And how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As
it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!”



This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SIT
Sermon — “If It,S You”— Pastor Bo Bannister

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray... O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to be
afraid. Rescue your people from despair, deliver your children from fear, and preserve
us in the faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

STAND

Hymn: Precious Lord, Take My Hand — ELW 773 (Red Book)

1 Precious Lord, take my hand, 2  When my way grows drear,
Lead me on, let me stand, Precious Lord, linger near,
I am tired, I am weak, I am worn; When my life is almost gone,
Through the storm, through the Hear my cry, hear my call,
night, Hold my hand lest I fall:
Lead me on to the light: Refrain

Refrain 3 When the darkness appears
Take my hand, precious Lord, And the night draws near,
Lead me home. And the day is past and gone,

At the river, I stand,
Guide my feet, hold my hand:
Refrain

© 1938, Unichappell Music, Inc. (renewed). Assigned to Warner-Tamerlane Publishing Corp

The Apostles’ Creed

With the whole church let us confess our faith.
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third
day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life
everlasting. Amen.



Prayers of Intercession

With bold trust in God’s unfailing provision, we pray for the church, those in need, and
all of God’s creation.

A brief silence.

We pray for the servants of your gospel in every place, that your word may be heard.
Where your voice is scorned and your people persecuted, strengthen the church in its
faithful witness. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

For this world you have created, that all life may flourish. Preserve biodiversity in all its
variety and help ecosystems to survive the extremes of a changing climate. Move our
hearts with compassion to join in this work. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

For leaders of towns, states, nations, and organizations, and all who are in positions of
authority, that they lead with justice and integrity. Teach us to respond with Christlike
mercy to all who are afraid or in danger. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

For all who struggle amid the storms of life, that they find peace and hope in your loving
presence. Comfort any who are lonely and grieving and all who suffer. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

For this congregation and its ministries, that they reflect your love and life amid a
turbulent world. Guide council members, elders, and other church leaders with your
still, calm voice. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

We give thanks for the faithful who have gone before us. Guide us in our earthly journey,
that we may one day join them in your eternal kingdom. Merciful God,

receive our prayer.

Receive our prayers and answer, O God, as you have promised. All this we ask in the
name of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.
Peace

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

Please share a sign of peace with one another.

SIT



Announcements

Printed copies of our weekly announcements are available at the usher’s stand in the
narthex, and monthly newsletters are on the Hospitality Table. Please include your
email address on your yellow attendance card to receive announcements
electronically.

Offering

STAND

Offertory Hymn:Praise God from Whom all Blessings Flow
— ELW 884 (Red Book)

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise him, all creatures here below;
praise him above, ye heav'nly host;

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.

Text: Thomas Ken, 1637-1711

Offering Prayer

Loving God, we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and
share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. We ask this in
the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now and forever.

Amen.

Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our salvation, always and everywhere to give you thanks,
God, holy Father, the ground of all being. For just as through your beloved Son you
created humanity, so also through him with great goodness you form it anew. And so, it
is right that all your creatures serve you, all the redeemed praise you, and all your
blessed saints with one heart bless you. Therefore, we, too, extol you with all the angels,
as in joyful celebration we acclaim:



Sanctus

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Eucharistic Prayer

O God triune, how majestic is your name in all the earth. Over the eons your merciful
might evolved our home, a fragile tree of life. Here by your wisdom are both life and
death, growth and decay, the nest and the hunt, sunshine and storm, darkness and light.
Sustained by these wonders, we creatures of dust join in the ancient song;:

The earth is full of your glory.
The earth is full of your glory.

O God triune, you took on our flesh in Jesus our healer. In Christ you bring life from
death; we remember his cross, we laud his resurrection. Broken like bread, he enlivens
our body. Outpoured like wine, he fills the earth with goodness. Receiving this mystery,
we mortals sing our song;:

The earth is full of your glory.
The earth is full of your glory.
We praise you for the heart of Jesus, so filled with your love for this earth.

On the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Gathered around this table, we your children unite in this song:
The earth is full of your glory.
The earth is full of your glory.

O God triune, you create the worlds, you uphold the living, you embrace the dead. Send
forth your Spirit and renew the face of the earth. Strengthen us for our journey with this
meal, the body and blood of Christ. Give us a future that trusts in you and cares for your
earth. Empowered by your promises, we rise from our deaths to praise you again:

The earth is full of your glory.

The earth is full of your glory.
Amen, and Amen.

Amen, and Amen.



And now, as Christ taught us to pray, we say:

The Lord's Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass
against us, and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
SIT

Invitation to Communion

Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast!
Distribution of the Elements

Lamb of God

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
have mercy on us.

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
grant us peace, grant us peace.

STAND

Post-Communion Blessing

The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you keep you in his Grace.
Amen.

Prayer after Communion

Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled with the
abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, may share your
love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the
Spirit nourishing us now and forever.

Amen.

Blessing

Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, *+ one God, bless, heal, and hold you today and always.
Amen.



Hymn: Cornerstone — (Mote, et. al.)

Verse 1 Verse 2

My hope is built on nothing less When darkness seems to hide His face
Than Jesus' blood and righteousness I rest on His unchanging grace

I dare not trust the sweetest frame In every high and stormy gale

But wholly trust in Jesus' Name My anchor holds within the veil
(REPEAT) My anchor holds within the veil
Chorus Verse 3

Christ alone cornerstone When He shall come with trumpet
Weak made strong in the Saviour's love sound

Through the storm He is Lord Oh may I then in Him be found
Lord of all Dressed in His righteousness alone

Faultless stand before the throne
CCLI Song # 6158927

Edward Mote | Eric Liljero | Jonas Myrin | Reuben Morgan | William Batchelder Bradbury
© 2011 Hillsong MP Songs; Hillsong Music Publishing Australia; Hillsong Music Publishing UK

Dismissal
Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news!
Thanks be to God.
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