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Twenty-Third Sunday after 
Pentecost 

Youth Sunday 

November 16, 2025 

The Good News for Today: God is making 
a new world, and it begins right now. 

Thank you for worshiping with us at St. John’s, where we are building a 
loving, accepting community centered on growing in Christ, and giving 
people a place to belong at any stage of their journey with God. 

Please fill out your yellow attendance card and place it in the offering 
plate when we collect the offering later in the service. 

Gathering Music 

STAND 

Hymn: How Firm a Foundation – ELW 796 (Red Book) 

1 How firm a foundation, O saints of the Lord, 

 is laid for your faith in Christ Jesus, the Word! 

 What more can he say than to you he has said 

 who unto the Savior for refuge have fled? 

2 "Fear not, I am with you, oh, be not dismayed, 

 for I am your God and will still give you aid; 

 I'll strengthen you, help you, and cause you to stand, 

 upheld by my righteous, omnipotent hand." 

3 "When through fiery trials your pathway shall lie, 

 my grace, all-sufficient, shall be your supply. 

 The flames shall not hurt you; I only design 

 your dross to consume and your gold to refine." 

4 "Throughout all their lifetime my people shall prove 

 my sov'reign, eternal, unchangeable love; 

 and then, when gray hairs shall their temples adorn, 

 like lambs they shall still in my bosom be borne." 

Text: J. Rippon, A Selection of Hymns, 1787, alt. 
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Confession and Forgiveness – Pastor Bo Bannister 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, who forgives all our sin, whose mercy endures 
forever. 

Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Faithful God, 

you have shown us the ways of your heart, yet we stray from your 
paths. We are stuck in sinful systems of oppression and do not embrace the 
freedom of your faithful promises. We ignore our neighbors. We exploit the 
earth. We reject your abundance, trusting our impulses instead of your 
steadfast love. Repair our relationships, restore what we have broken, 
renew our hearts, and bring us to new life. Amen. 

Hear the good news: God the Faithful One loves you, ☩ in Christ Jesus your sins are 
forgiven, and by the power of the Holy Spirit you are set free. 

Amen. 

Welcome & Greeting 
Welcome to St. John’s, where we are building a loving, accepting community centered 
on growing in Christ, and giving people a place to belong at any stage of their journey 
with God.  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day  
Let us pray… O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without you nothing is strong, 
nothing is holy. Embrace us with your mercy, that with you as our ruler and guide, we 
may live through what is temporary without losing what is eternal, through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

SIT 

Anthem: How Great Is Our God – (Tomlin) 

The Readings 

 



3 

 

Isaiah 65:17-25 
The first reading is from the sixty-fifth chapter of Isaiah: 
17 For I am about to create new heavens 

    and a new earth; 

the former things shall not be remembered 

    or come to mind. 
18 But be glad and rejoice forever 

    in what I am creating, 

for I am about to create Jerusalem as a joy 

    and its people as a delight. 
19 I will rejoice in Jerusalem 

    and delight in my people; 

no more shall the sound of weeping be heard in it 

    or the cry of distress. 
20 No more shall there be in it 

    an infant who lives but a few days 

    or an old person who does not live out a lifetime, 

for one who dies at a hundred years will be considered a youth, 

    and one who falls short of a hundred will be considered accursed. 
21 They shall build houses and inhabit them; 

    they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit. 
22 They shall not build and another inhabit; 

    they shall not plant and another eat, 

for like the days of a tree shall the days of my people be, 

    and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands. 
23 They shall not labor in vain 

    or bear children for calamity, 

for they shall be offspring blessed by the Lord— 

    and their descendants as well. 
24 Before they call I will answer, 

    while they are yet speaking I will hear. 
25 The wolf and the lamb shall feed together; 

    the lion shall eat straw like the ox, 

    but the serpent—its food shall be dust! 

They shall not hurt or destroy 

    on all my holy mountain, 

            says the Lord. 

The Word of the Lord, 

Thanks be to God. 
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Isaiah 12:2-6  
We will now read responsively from the twelfth chapter of Isaiah: 

 2 Surely God is my salvation; I will trust, and will not be afraid, 

  for the Lord God is my strength and my might, and has become my salvation. 

 3 With joy you will draw water 

  from the wells of salvation. 

 4 And you will say in that day: Give thanks to the Lord, call on God’s name; 

  make known the deeds of the Lord among the nations; proclaim that this name is  

        exalted. 

 5 Sing praises to the Lord, for he has done gloriously; 

  let this be known in all the earth. 

 6 Shout aloud and sing for joy, O royal Zion, 

  for great in your midst is the Holy One of Israel. 

2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 
The second reading is from the third chapter of Second Thessalonians: 

6 Now we command you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to 

keep away from every brother or sister living irresponsibly and not according to the 

tradition that they received from us. 7 For you yourselves know how you ought to imitate 

us; we were not irresponsible when we were with you, 8 and we did not eat anyone’s 

bread without paying for it, but with toil and labor we worked night and day so that we 

might not burden any of you. 9 This was not because we do not have that right but in 

order to give you an example to imitate. 10 For even when we were with you, we gave you 

this command: anyone unwilling to work should not eat. 11 For we hear that some of you 

are living irresponsibly, mere busybodies, not doing any work. 12 Now such persons we 

command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and to earn their 

own living. 13 Brothers and sisters, do not be weary in doing what is right. 

The Word of the Lord, 

 Thanks be to God. 

STAND 
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Gospel Acclamation:  

 

Luke 21:5-19 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the twenty-first chapter: 

 Glory to you, O Lord. 

5 When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with beautiful stones 

and gifts dedicated to God, he said, 6 “As for these things that you see, the days will come 

when not one stone will be left upon another; all will be thrown down.” 

7 They asked him, “Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign that this is about 

to take place?” 8 And he said, “Beware that you are not led astray, for many will come in 

my name and say, ‘I am he!’ and, ‘The time is near!’ Do not go after them. 

9 “When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified, for these things must 

take place first, but the end will not follow immediately.” 10 Then he said to them, 

“Nation will rise against nation and kingdom against kingdom; 11 there will be great 

earthquakes and in various places famines and plagues, and there will be dreadful 

portents and great signs from heaven. 

12 “But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they will hand you 

over to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before kings and governors 

because of my name. 13 This will give you an opportunity to testify. 14 So make up your 

minds not to prepare your defense in advance, 15 for I will give you words and a wisdom 

that none of your opponents will be able to withstand or contradict. 16 You will be 

betrayed even by parents and siblings, by relatives and friends, and they will put some of 

you to death. 17 You will be hated by all because of my name. 18 But not a hair of your 

head will perish. 19 By your endurance you will gain your souls. 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 Praise to you, O Christ. 

SIT 
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Sermon – “Lessons from a Dog Bite and a Prophet”– Ella 

Gobetz  

STAND 

Hymn: Jesus Shall Reign – ELW 434 (Red Book) 

1 Jesus shall reign where'er the sun 
 does its successive journeys run; 
 his kingdom stretch from shore to shore, 
 till moons shall wax and wane no more. 

2 To him shall endless prayer be made, 
 and praises throng to crown his head; 
 his name like sweet perfume shall rise 
 with ev'ry morning sacrifice. 

3 People and realms of ev'ry tongue 
 dwell on his love with sweetest song; 
 and infant voices shall proclaim 
 their early blessings on his name. 

4 Blessings abound where'er he reigns: 
 the pris'ners leap to lose their chains, 
 the weary find eternal rest, 
 and all who suffer want are blest. 

5 Let ev'ry creature rise and bring 
 peculiar honors to our king; 
 angels descend with songs again, 
 and earth repeat the loud amen. 

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748, alt. 

The Apostles’ Creed 
With the whole church let us confess our faith. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third 
day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of 
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 
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Prayers of Intercession  
Gathered with one voice, we offer our prayers for the church, the world, and all who are 
in need. 

A brief silence. 

God of roots and branches, defend the leaders of your church as they proclaim the 
gospel using discernment, wisdom, and brave testimony. Keep all the baptized on 
righteous paths in response to Christ’s call. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

God of roaring seas, in a world of earthquake, famine, and plague, use your mighty 
power to nurture the land and all that lives upon it. Restore peoples and places 
experiencing natural disasters. Strengthen organizations who provide aid to any in 
crisis. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

God of victory, among quests for power, guide those in government, courts, law 
enforcement agencies, and the military. Turn them from war and violence to actions of 
care that build up the common good. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

God of healing, where injustice and exploitation result in populations that are 
marginalized or underserved, accompany those abandoned by friends, hurt by family, 
and harmed by violence or oppression. Care for all who are ill, anxious, or in pain of any 
kind. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

God of new songs, in a congregation of faithful believers, energize us for compassionate 
service and delight us through worship and inspired prayer. Encourage your people in 
building equitable community where all are valued. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

God of every generation, we remember the saints with steadfast love and faithfulness. 
Confident in Christ’s victory over death, may we be inspired by the example of the 
faithful. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

We offer these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your grace and unyielding 
love; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 

Peace  
The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 And also with you. 

Please share a sign of peace with one another. 
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SIT 

Announcements 
Printed copies of our weekly announcements are available at the usher’s stand in the 
Narthex, and monthly newsletters are on the Hospitality Table. Please include your 
email address on your yellow attendance card to receive announcements 
electronically. 

Children’s Message – Pastor Bo Bannister 

Offering 

STAND 

Offertory Hymn: Praise God from Whom all Blessings Flow 
(ELW 885 / Red Book)  

 

 

Offering Prayer  
God of healing and hope, you bless those who are hungry, promising to fill them with 
good things. Fulfill that promise through us and these your gifts. Nourish us with the 
abundance of your feast and unite us into the blessed body of Jesus Christ our Savior, 
now and forever. 

Amen. 
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Great Thanksgiving – Pastor Bo Bannister 
The Lord be with you.    

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.   

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
By the witness of your saints you show us the hope of our calling and strengthen us to 
run the race set before us, that we may delight in your mercy and rejoice with them in 
glory. And so, with all the saints, with the choirs of angels and all the hosts of heaven, we 
praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

Sanctus  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eucharistic Prayer – Pastor Bo Bannister 
Holy God, mighty Lord, gracious Father: Endless is your mercy and eternal your reign. 
You have filled all creation with light and life; heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

We praise you for the grace shown to your people in every age: the promise to Israel, the 
rescue from Egypt, the gift of the promised land, the words of the prophets; and, at this 
end of all the ages, the gift of your Son, who proclaimed the good news in word and deed 
and was obedient to your will, even to giving his life. 
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In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 
death until he comes. 

And so we proclaim the mystery of our faith: 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  

Remembering, therefore, his saving command, his life-giving passion and death, his 
glorious resurrection and ascension, and the promise of his coming again, we give 
thanks to you, O Lord God Almighty, not as we ought but as we are able; we ask you 
mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving and with your Word and Holy Spirit to 
bless us, your servants, and these your own gifts of bread and wine, so that we and all 
who share in the body and blood of Christ may be filled with heavenly blessing and 
grace, and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, may be formed to live as your holy people 
and be given our inheritance with all your saints. 

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church, 
now and forever. 

 Amen, amen, amen. 

Let us pray the prayer Jesus taught us: 

The Lord's Prayer  
 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us, and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.  

SIT 

Invitation to Communion – Pastor Bo Bannister 
There is a place for you at the table of God. Come, receive the food that does not perish, 
a taste of life eternal. 

Distribution of the Elements  
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Lamb of God 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
grant us peace, grant us peace. 

STAND 

Post-Communion Blessing – Pastor Bo Bannister 
The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you keep you in his Grace.  

Amen. 
 

Prayer after Communion – Pastor Bo Bannister 
God of field and flower, wheat and grape, you have nourished us with the bread of  
heaven that gives life to the world. Strengthened by the body and blood of your Son, 
send us out to gather your good gifts for all who hunger and thirst, and embolden us to 
love and serve in Christ’s name. 

Amen. 

Blessing  
The love of God the Sovereign strengthen you, God the Son save you, and God the Holy 

Spirit anoint you for the work ahead. The holy Trinity bless you ☩ and grant you a 
faithful and courageous heart now and forever. 

Amen. 
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Hymn: When Peace Like a River – ELW 785 (Red Book) 

1 When peace like a river attendeth my way, 
 when sorrows like sea billows roll, 
 whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say, 
 it is well, it is well with my soul. 

Refrain 
 It is well (it is well) 
 with my soul, (with my soul,) 
 it is well, it is well with my soul. 

2 Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come, 
 let this blest assurance control, 
 that Christ has regarded my helpless estate, 
 and has shed his own blood for my soul.  Refrain 

3 He lives--oh, the bliss of this glorious thought; 
 my sin, not in part, but the whole, 
 is nailed to his cross and I bear it no more. 
 Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!  Refrain 

4 Lord, hasten the day when our faith shall be sight, 
 the clouds be rolled back as a scroll, 
 the trumpet shall sound and the Lord shall descend; 
 even so it is well with my soul.  Refrain 

Text: Horatio G. Spafford, 1828-1888  

Dismissal 
Go in peace. Share the harvest. 

Thanks be to God.  
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