
 

Easter Sunday 

The Resurrection of Our Lord 

April 5, 2025 

10:00 am 

The Good News for Today: The seeking is the finding. 

Thank you for worshiping with us at St. John’s. Please fill out your yellow attendance 

card and place it in the offering plate when we collect the offering later in the service. 

This is the day the Lord has made! Christ is risen, and through him all creation is made 

new! Indeed, “God shows no partiality” (Acts 10:34): Christ’s resurrection truly brings 

life to everyone. We sing hymns of praise, gather around sacred words, and proclaim 

God’s faithfulness, power, and love in the feast of holy communion. With the women at 

the tomb, we are astonished, elated, and grateful. We depart with joy to proclaim the 

good news of God’s endless love. 

Prelude: In Christ Alone  

STAND 

Hymn: Jesus Christ is Risen Today – ELW 365 (Red Book) 

1 Jesus Christ is ris'n today, Alleluia! 
 our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 
 who did once upon the cross, Alleluia! 
 suffer to redeem our loss. Alleluia! 

2 Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! 
 unto Christ, our heav'nly king, Alleluia! 
 who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! 
 sinners to redeem and save. Alleluia! 

3 But the pains which he endured, Alleluia! 
 our salvation have procured; Alleluia! 
 now above the sky he's king, Alleluia! 
 where the angels ever sing. Alleluia! 

4 Sing we to our God above, Alleluia! 
 praise eternal as his love; Alleluia! 
 praise him, all you heav'nly host, Alleluia! 
 Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia! 
 
Text: Latin carol, 14th cent., sts. 1-3; tr. J. Walsh, Lyra Davidica, 1708, alt.; Charles Wesley, 1707-1788, st. 4 
 



 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Salvation belongs to our God who is seated on the throne and to the Lamb! 

Amen. 

Let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. 

Water may be poured into the font as the presiding minister continues. 

Merciful God, you are the one who was, who is, and who is to come. You lead us beside 
still waters. We thank you for the waters of creation: morning dew, gentle rain, roaring 
waves. We thank you for the waters that nourish us. Blessed are you. 

You guide us to springs of the water of life. 

Jesus Christ, you are the faithful witness who accompanies us on our journeys. We give 
you thanks for your life-giving death and resurrection. We praise you for joining us in 
joy and sorrow. Blessed are you. 

You guide us to springs of the water of life. 

Holy Spirit, you anoint our head with oil and our cup overflows. Break down barriers 
that divide us. Fill us with the breath of peace. Blessed are you. 

You guide us to springs of the water of life. 

Holy One, we thank you for the gifts and grace of baptism, and for making us a new 
creation. We join with saints and angels, giving you honor and praise, now and forever. 

Amen. 

This Is the Feast 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greeting 
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all.   

And also with you. 

Prayer of the Day  

Let us pray. 

God of mercy, we no longer look for Jesus among the dead, for he is alive and has 
become the Lord of life. Increase in our minds and hearts the risen life we share with 
Christ, and help us to grow as your people toward the fullness of eternal life with you, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

SIT 

  



 

The Readings 

Acts 10:34-43 
Peter’s sermon, delivered at the home of Cornelius, a Roman army officer, is a 
summary of the essential message of Christianity: Everyone who believes in Jesus, 
whose life, death, and resurrection fulfilled the words of the prophets, “receives 
forgiveness of sins through his name.” 

34 Then Peter began to speak to them: “I truly understand that God shows no 
partiality, 35 but in every people anyone who fears him and practices righteousness is 
acceptable to him. 36 You know the message he sent to the people of Israel, preaching 
peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. 37 That message spread throughout Judea, 
beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John announced: 38 how God anointed Jesus 
of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and 
healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39 We are witnesses 
to all that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him 
on a tree, 40 but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41 not to all 
the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses and who ate and drank with 
him after he rose from the dead. 42 He commanded us to preach to the people and to 
testify that he is the one ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. 43 All the 
prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins 
through his name.” 

This is the Word of the Lord, 

 Thanks be to God 
 

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 (read responsively) 

1Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good; God’s mercy endures forever. 

2Let Israel now declare, “God’s mercy endures forever.” 

14The LORD is my strength and my song, and has become my salvation. 

15Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous:  

“The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly! 

16The right hand of the LORD is exalted! The right hand of the LORD acts valiantly!” 

17I shall not die, but live, and declare the works of the LORD.  

18The LORD indeed punished me sorely, but did not hand me over to death. 

19Open for me the gates of righteousness; I will enter them and give 
thanks to the LORD. 

20“This is the gate of the LORD; here the righteous may enter.” 

21I give thanks to you, for you have answered me and you have become my 
salvation.  

22The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone. 



 

23By the LORD has this been done; it is marvelous in our eyes. 

24This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.  
 

Colossians 3:1-4 
Easter means new life for us as it first meant new life for Christ. His resurrection 
reshapes the entire focus and motivation for our lives since we are now hidden with 
the risen Christ in God. 

1 So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, 
seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on the things that are above, not on the 
things that are on earth, 3 for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in 
God. 4 When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him 
in glory. 

The Word of the Lord, 

Thanks be to God. 

Gospel Acclamation 

 

 

Matthew 28:1-10 

Sorrow gives way to “fear and great joy” when two women are sent by an angel to 
proclaim the good news: Jesus is risen! 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-eighth chapter: 

 Glory to you, O Lord. 

1 After the Sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and the 
other Mary went to see the tomb. 2 And suddenly there was a great earthquake, for an 
angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on 
it. 3 His appearance was like lightning and his clothing white as snow. 4 For fear of him 
the guards shook and became like dead men. 5 But the angel said to the women, “Do not 
be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus who was crucified. 6 He is not here, 
for he has been raised, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. 7 Then go quickly 
and tell his disciples, ‘He has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of 
you to Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is my message for you.” 8 So they left the 
tomb quickly with fear and great joy and ran to tell his disciples. 9 Suddenly Jesus met 
them and said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped 



 

him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers and sisters to 
go to Galilee; there they will see me.” 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

 Praise to you, O Christ. 

SIT 

Children’s Sermon 

Sermon – “The Last Place You Look”– Pastor Bo Bannister 
 

STAND 
 

Hymn: Thine Is the Glory – ELW 376 (Red Book) 

1 Thine is the glory, 

 risen, conqu'ring Son; 

 endless is the vict'ry 

 thou o'er death hast won! 

 Angels in bright raiment 

 rolled the stone away, 

 kept the folded grave-clothes 

 where thy body lay. 

Refrain 

 Thine is the glory, 

 risen, conqu'ring Son; 

 endless is the vict'ry 

 thou o'er death hast won! 

 

 

2 Lo, Jesus meets thee, 

 risen from the tomb! 

 Lovingly he greets thee, 

 scatters fear and gloom; 

 let his church with gladness 

 hymns of triumph sing, 

 for the Lord now liveth; 

 death hath lost its sting!  Refrain 

3 No more we doubt thee, 

 glorious Prince of life; 

 life is naught without thee; 

 aid us in our strife; 

 make us more than conqu'rors, 

 through thy deathless love; 

 bring us safe through Jordan 

 to thy home above.  Refrain 

 
Text: Edmond Budry, 1854-1932; tr. R. Birch Hoyle, 1875-1939 

The Nicene Creed 

With the whole church let us confess our faith. 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true 
God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through him all 
things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly 



 

human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered 
death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 
scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the 
Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end.  

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped 
and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy 
catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge one baptism for the 
forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of 
the world to come. Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession  
Trusting in the power of Christ’s resurrection to heal and redeem our broken world, let 
us pray for the needs of all creation. 

A brief silence. 

Risen Savior, you have conquered death and opened the gates of everlasting life. Dispel 
our doubts and fears and renew our faith and hope in you. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

Life-giving God, the created world rejoices in Christ’s victory over death. May all the 
earth be renewed by the light of Jesus’ resurrection, and may we be faithful stewards of 
all you have made. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

Sovereign God, let the nations acknowledge your reign of justice and truth. Where 
violence, oppression, and corruption hold sway, pour out your holy and life-giving Spirit 
to transform and redeem. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

Gentle Shepherd, like the women at the empty tomb, many grieve or feel lost and afraid. 
Draw near to those who are ill or in pain. Reveal yourself to them as the Risen One. 
Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

Faithful God, we thank you for the living hope you give us through Christ’s resurrection. 
Bless this community, that we may boldly proclaim Christ’s victory over death in word 
and deed. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

Eternal One, we give thanks for all who have died and now share in the joy of your 
resurrection. Bring us, with them, to the unending feast of your victory. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 



 

God of resurrection power, use us and these prayers to proclaim the good news of new 
life to all the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. 

Amen. 

Peace  
The peace of Christ be with you always. 

 And also with you. 

Please share a sign of peace with one another. 
 

SIT 

Announcements  

Printed copies of our weekly announcements are available at the usher’s stand in the 
narthex, and monthly newsletters are on the Hospitality Table. Please include your 
email address on your yellow attendance card to receive announcements 
electronically. 

Recognition of New Members 

Joy & Brian Clayton 

Kim Cornell 

Diane Crain 

Kylie Hood 

Cathy Lockard 

Len Mentkewicz 

Offering  

Offertory 

STAND 

  



 

Offertory Hymn: Praise God from Whom all Blessings Flow 
(ELW 885 / Red Book)  

Offering Prayer  
Merciful God, accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory. You have set a 

table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst no more. 

Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and mercy may follow us 

and bless the world you love. In the name of Jesus, 

Amen. 
 
St. John’s practices open communion; all are invited to the Table. You do not need to be a 
member of St. John’s or any church to receive what Christ has freely given to all.  As the ushers 
dismiss your row, you may come forward through the center aisle. Pre-filled cups contain 
grape juice, and empty cups will be filled with wine at the rail. Please let us know if you’d like a 
gluten-free wafer. If you are unable to come to the rail but would like to receive communion, 
please let the ushers know and we will come to you. It is our general practice that young 
children who have not yet received their First Holy Communion are invited to come forward 
for a blessing; however, if parents desire their children to receive communion, they are 
welcome. 
 

Great Thanksgiving  
The Lord be with you.    

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.   

We lift them to the Lord. 

 



 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ, 

whose suffering and death gave salvation to all. You gather your people around the tree 

of the cross, transforming death into life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 

church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 

hymn: 

Sanctus 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Eucharistic Prayer 
Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness 

endures from age to age. 

Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth. Praise to you for saving the earth 

from the waters of the flood. Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the 

sea. Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness to the land of milk and 

honey. Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one. Praise to you 

for the death and resurrection of Christ. Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all 

nations. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 



 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as we 

proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.  

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this 
heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and the 
Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. We pray this in the name of Jesus 
who taught us to pray, saying: 

The Lord's Prayer  

 Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us, and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen.  
 

SIT 

Invitation to Communion 
Come to the table of new life. Receive the risen Lord. 

Distribution of the Elements 

Lamb of God 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 
grant us peace, grant us peace. 

STAND 

Post-Communion Blessing 
The Body and Blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you keep you in his Grace.  

Amen. 
 

 

 



 

Prayer after Communion 
Holy One, through this meal you have made your home among us and are making all 
things new. Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our enemies, and to 
bring your healing to the nations. In the name of Jesus, 

Amen. 

Blessing  
God Almighty, who is the beginning and the end, Jesus Christ, the firstborn of the dead, 

and the Spirit, our advocate and peace, ☩ bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

Hymn: Lift High the Cross – ELW 660 (Red Book) 

Refrain 

 Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim 

 till all the world adore his sacred name. 

1 Come, Christians, follow where our captain trod, 

 our king victorious, Christ, the Son of God.  Refrain 

2 All newborn servants of the Crucified 

 bear on their brows the seal of him who died.  Refrain 

3 O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree, 

 as thou hast promised, draw us all to thee.  Refrain 

4 So shall our song of triumph ever be: 

 praise to the Crucified for victory!  Refrain 
 
Text: George W. Kitchin, 1827-1912; rev. Michael R. Newbolt, 1874-1956 

Text © 1974 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

Dismissal  

Go in peace. Praise the Lord. Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
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