April 7 - 14, 2019

Valerie Hemingway’s Cuba
“Memories of my days working with Ernest Hemingway in Cuba!”

OVERVIEW:

Valerie Hemingway’s Cuba
An Exclusive EmbracingCUBA Tour
Who better to tell this story and experience Cuba with
than the woman who was there with iconic
writer Ernest Hemingway?
Ever wonder what Ernest Hemingway was really like? Ever
wonder what his notorious days in Cuba were really like? Where
he went? What he did? Now you can find out from the only
person who has first-hand knowledge, Valerie Hemingway.

Ernest Hemingway and
Valerie, circa 1960

Join Valerie Hemingway, the iconic author’s last personal secretary
and future daughter-in-law, in this exclusive tour of the real Hemingway’s Cuba! You will get to experience the authentic Cuba
that Hemingway loved so much on a personal level as no other tour can offer. This is the only tour offered that will get you
access INSIDE Finca Vigia - Hemingway’s home of nearly 20 years!
Valerie lived and worked with Hemingway and his wife Mary at their beloved estate Finca Vigía for seven months in 1960. After
Hemingway’s death in 1961, Valerie returned with his widow Mary for two months to meet with “El Jefe”Fidel Castro, and
arrange to take manuscripts and other valuables back to the U.S. This only-of-its-kind tour will highlight unprecedented insight
into the life and work of Ernest Hemingway who, for the last third of his life made his home on the outskirts of Havana.
Cuba is well known for its lively music, beautiful art, amazing architecture, competitive sports and dynamic culture. However,
more than anything, it's known for the kindness, creativity and resolve of its people. Traveling to Cuba allows us to build
bridges between our two nations and come closer to dealing with issues that politicians have created and failed to resolve over
many years.
Discover new and untapped scenes that will provide you with a once-in-a-lifetime experience. Mix in the cultural experiences of
delicious Cuban cuisine, eye-popping architecture, diamond dusted sandy beaches, world-class museums, titillating music, its
dynamic and welcoming people, and the real stories and personal memories of
Ernest Hemingway’s Cuba, and this will be an experience like none other.

PROPOSED ITINERARY (More details to follow upon booking)

Ernest Hemingway’s Cuba with Valerie Hemingway
April 7 - 14, 2019
Havana/Matanzas/Varadero/Trinidad

PRICE: $5,999.00 Double / $6,499.00 Single
Hotels
Hotel Nacional & Parque Central - Havana
Melia Varadero - Varadero
Hotel in Trinidad - Private casa

Day 1 - Hola Cuba!
• Arrival at José Martí International Airport in Cuba's capital city
• After arriving, a welcome cocktail in hotel bar (Hotel Nacional)
• Day 1 Activities will depend on what time arrival is into Havana…..stay tuned!
• Dinner at restaurant TBA

Day 2 - Havana
• Walking Tour of Old Havana, a World UNESCO Heritage Site
• During walk, visit to the market where Valerie and Mary shopped each week
• Lunch at Hemingway's favorite restaurant La Bodeguita del Medio
• Visit Belle Arte Museum
• Afternoon cocktails at El Floridita, Ernest Hemingway’s favorite hangout
Valerie in front of a mural of Hemingway , behind
• Evening dinner at Restaurant TBA
the bar of his favorite restaurant La Bodeguita del

Day 3 - Havana - A Day of Hemingway!
• Visit the the Museo Ernest Hemingway (Finca Vigia) and meet with the Director of Museo Hemingway
• Visit the village of Cojimar, where Hemingway’s boat, Pilar, was docked and where his mate, Gregorio
Fuentes lived
• Lunch at La Terraza restaurant in Cojimar (another Hemingway favorite)
• Meet with renowned Hemingway scholar Gladys Gonzales Rodriguez, of the Ministry of Culture and
the museum’s former director
•Visit to Ambos Mundos Hotel in Old Havana where Hemingway
once took residence.
•Dinner - Locale TBA
•Attend show at the historic Tropicana Nightclub

Valerie with the January 2017 Tour group and museum director Ana Rosa
Alonso inside Hemingway’s oﬃce at his beloved home, Finca Vigia

Day 4 - Matanzas/Varadero

•
•
•
•
•
•

Departure for Matanzas
Tour Bellamar Caves upon arrival
Lunch at Romanitco San Severino in the Plaza de Libertad
Short walking tour of town center
Travel to Varadero (45 minutes)
Dinner at hotel

Day 5 – Varadero/Cienfuegos/Trinidad
• Morning at beach and lunch before departure
• Depart Varadero - On drive to Trinidad, stop at home studio of
artist Carlos Alberto Cáceres in Cienfuegos
• Arrive Trinidad
• **Dinner at Sol Ananda
• Evening free…suggest Casa de la musica and/or Club El Rincon
**Musical group Alaclave to perform especially for group (Depending
on schedule)

Day 6 - Trinidad
• Walking tour of Trinidad, a UNESCO World Heritage Site
• Lunch at paladar San Jose
• Train ride or bus to Valley of the Ingenios and tour area
• After dinner at Restaurant TBA your evening is free
Day 7 – Havana

Valerie and Ada Rosa Rosales, director of the
Hemingway Museum in Havana, discussing their
favorite topic, Hemingway!

• Return to Havana in early morning
• Time for Shopping and last minute personal touring
• Sunset stroll along Prado and Malecon. From a specific point along the Malecón, we will be met by Coco
Taxi’s and whisked along the streets of Havana to a restaurant for dinner TBA

Day 8 - Havana/Home
• Depart for Home —— “Adiosito” (“goodbye for now”)
*Itinerary subject to change

Sadly, all good things must come to an end! But, Cuba will always be here for you!

www.EmbracingCuba.com - info@embracingcuba.com - (323) 982-0552

VALERIE HEMINGWAY
Hemingway’s Cuba with Valerie Hemingway
A chance encounter in Spain in 1959 brought young Irish reporter Valerie DanbySmith face-to-face with Ernest Hemingway. The interview was awkward and brief, but before
it ended something had clicked into place. For the next two years, Valerie devoted her life to
Hemingway and his wife Mary, traveling with them through Spain
and France and living with them during the tumultuous final
months in Cuba. In name a personal secretary, but in reality a
confidante and sharer of the great man’s secrets and sorrows,
Valerie literally came of age in the company of one of the
greatest literary lions of the 20th century.
In Cuba, Valerie spent idyllic days and nights typing the final drat
of the Hemingway novel “A Moveable Feast”, even as Fidel
Castro’s revolution closed in. After Hemingway shot himself, Valerie returned to Cuba with
his widow, Mary, to sort though the thousands of manuscript pages and smuggle out
priceless works of art. It was at Ernest’s funeral that Valerie met Hemingway’s estranged son
Gregory — and again a chance encounter drastically altered the course of her life. Five years
after his death, Valerie became a Hemingway herself when she and Gregory married.
Throughout this tour you will spend time with Valerie as she recounts her days in
Cuba with the Hemingways: the places they went, the conversations they had, and the
deep friendship that bonded them.
Now making her home in Bozeman, Montana, Valerie is the author of “Running
with the Bulls - My Years with the Hemingways” (Ballantine Books, 2004).

YOUR CUBA CONCIERGE:
Byron Motley
EmbracingCUBA Tours
www.EmbracingCUBA.com
Email: info@EmbracingCuba.com
Phone: (323) 982-0552
Cell: (323) 314-4049
Byron Motley is an award-winning singer, songwriter, filmmaker, lecturer, and photographer. He has
frequently traveled to Cuba over the past decade, establishing enduring friendships with political
figures, artists, musicians, dancers, photographers, athletes and just everyday people. Byron’s
recently published photographic book Embracing Cuba (University Press of Florida), contains nearly
200 color images (with essays) exploring the richness of the island. His photography has been
featured in Vanity Fair, The Advocate, New York Daily News, Los Angeles Times, and has shown in galleries, boutiques and
museums in the United States, Europe, Puerto Rico and Cuba. He has also performed on Broadway and with legendary
performers such as Barbra Streisand, Barry Manilow, Dionne Warwick, Natalie Cole, Celine Dion, among others.

Clem Axel Paredes
CAPS Tours
www.capstours.com
Email: clemaxel@gmail.com
Cell: (647) 863-2146 (Canada)
Clem Axel Paredes hails from Havana, Cuba and has been a long time tour
operator in both Cuba and now from his adopted home of Toronto, Canada. A Professional
English-Spanish Interpreter, Clem started working as a Tour Guide in Cuba in 2001. Shortly after,
he began arranging trips for clients who were very satisfied with his knowledge of Cuba,
attention to detail and honesty. In 2009 Clem moved to Canada with his family and created
CAP’S TOURS to continue showing his homeland to those interested in knowing the Real Cuba.

