
Race % US Population % Homeless Population Homeless to US Population Ratio

White 58% 36% 1 in 689

Hispanic / Latino 19% 27% 1 in 300

Black / African American 12% 31% 1 in 167

Asian 6% 1.30% 1 in 1886

American Indian / Alaska Native / Indigenous 0.70% 2.60% 1 in 114

Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander 0.19% 1.40% 1 in 57

Other NA NA NA

TOTAL American
POpulation1

Homeless Population

The homelessness data used in this project comes from the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development’s annual Point-in-Time (PiT) Count and Homelessness Management Information
System (HMIS) data sets - the federal government’s most comprehensive and standardized sources for
tracking homelessness nationwide. There are key limitations to this data set. 
The PIT Count occurs on a single night every January. Therefore, people who cycle in and out of
homelessness, stay temporarily with friends or family, sleep in vehicles, live in rural or hidden locations, or avoid
contact with volunteers, may not be counted. Marginalized groups - such as youth and women fleeing domestic
violence - are underrepresented. Despite this, HUD’s methodology remains the national standard for
understanding large-scale trends in American homelessness.
Every datapoint in this project, unless indicated otherwise, was made using USHUD’s PIT data from 2024.
Every visualization was made using datawrapper, with the final document being made in Canva.
This project was created with no political intention. Most Americans know someone who has been or
will be homeless. Data used in this project vastly underestimates the true numbers of homelessness.
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Homelessness in America
a crisis outpacing Our country’s growth
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On a single night in January 2007,
the federal government counted 
647,258 homeless people in the USA.

By 2024, that number had climbed to
771,480 homeless people - roughly the
population of a major U.S city like Seattle.

1 in 465 

That sounds like “less than 1%” of the American population, but it actually represents
more than 124,000 additional people without a home on a single night.

or...
21 in every 10,000 residents

1 in 441 or...
23 in every 10,000 residents
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Sheltered vs Unsheltered
Sheltered homeless people 
stay in temporary, emergency,
or transitional housing,
while unsheltered people
lack any form of housing
and sleep in places not
meant for habitation, such 
as streets, cars, or 
abandoned buildings

Unsheltered homeless people
often face more severe health

issues and have significantly
higher rates of stress, 

chronic disease.
mental illness, and  

drug & alcohol abuse 
compared to sheltered
homeless counterparts
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What the data shows:

Compared to the national average, where 1 in every 441 people in America are homeless.

Black / African American people make up 12% of the American population, and 31% of the homeless population.
 1 in every 167 Black / African American people in America are homeless..

Asian people make up 6% of the American population, and 1.3% of the homeless population.
 1 in every 1,886 Asian people in America are homeless.

Homelessness By Race

Homelessness By AGE

The average person in the United States 
can expect to live 78.4 years.2

The average homeless person in the United States
 can expect to live 42 - 52 years.3

The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development reports that there are
nearly 150,000 homeless children in the United States. Other sources, such as the
National Center for Homeless Education claim that the real number of homeless
children is 1.2 Million , a figure 8 times greater than what the USHUD reports...4
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Notes & Sources

What the data shows:
Women are more likely to be sheltered,
while men are more likely to be
unsheltered.
Men are disproportionately represented
in homelessness overall. and especially
among the unsheltered population.
Women appear at a much higher
percentage to be sheltered than
unsheltered, consistent with research
showing:

Women are more likely to seek
shelter to avoid violence
Unsheltered homelessness is
overwhelmingly dominated by men.

Sheltered / Unsheltered By Gender

https://www.datawrapper.de/

