
NORTH CHAIN LAKE ASSOCIATION
Minutes
Saturday, May 16, 2026
Occasions Center, Coldwater, Michigan

The meeting of the North Chain Lake Association was called to order by President, Tom Duff at 10:03 am 
at the Occasions Center, Coldwater, MI. 

NCLA Board Members included:
Past President:	Terry Reen			absent
President:		Tom Duff			present
Vice President:	Carl Murdock		           present
Secretary: 		Carolyn Morrison		present 
Treasurer: 		Colleen Humphrey		present
Director: 		Tom Humphrey 2025/2027 present
Director: 		Mike Delwiche 2024/2026	absent
Director: 		Frank Russo	2025/2027	present

Acceptance of Previous Meeting Minutes (September 13, 2025) distributed and emailed: Minutes accepted and on file.
Acceptance of Treasurer’s Report:
[bookmark: more]Treasurer Colleen Humphrey, the Treasurer’s report was presented with copies as follows: 
Beginning Balance: 			$6,628.99 
Income Dues & Donation		$1,750.00   
Expenses: 				$1,977.53   
Ending Balance: 			$6,401.46
The report was accepted and is on file.

SPECIAL REPORTS:  
Marine Patrol Josh Vickers: Boater Safety Class Schedule is attached. The hidden islands on the Narrows Channel are still a concern. DEQ makes those decisions for buoy placement. Did you know those born after December 31, 1978, must have a boating safety certificate to operate a PWC (personal watercraft) legally. Did you also know those born on or after July 1, 1996, must have a boating safety certificate to operate a boat legally? The operator must be in possession of their certificate while operating a boat or a PWC. 
Below are the 2025 stats from the North Chain of Lakes. 
Hours Patrolled: 103.75
63 contacts 
4 citations 
55 warnings 
11 complaints 
Top Stops on North Chain:
Slow no wake
Navigation rules- Wrong direction, Registration violation 

Collection Geese eggs Carl Murdock: this is the 1st year of collecting geese eggs on the North Chain. So far, Carl has collected 47 eggs and destroyed the nests. The eggs were frozen and then put in the trash. He was late this year due to receiving his permit late. The ideal collecting is done the 
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last week of March and the first week of April. Permission must be received from the property owners. This year Carl has collected at Waffle Farm and Coldwater Golf Club. Results of the collection must be submitted to the state by May 9th. 
   
Weed Program Tom Duff: The North Chain of Lakes has a Watershed Management Plan although it is 20 years old. There are 316 pages in the document which has been emailed to NCLA members. Currently most water quality issues are caused by sewage run-offs (50%) and agricultural run-offs (50%). Progressive Engineering, our weed control Company does some water quality testing. We could have a volunteer monitoring program. Contact Tom if interested in helping. Independent tests are also available. The actual government controlling entity of the Lakes will meet July 25th, 9:00 am at the Coldwater Township Hall. It consists of representatives from Coldwater Township, Girard Township, the Drain Commission, NCLA and the City of Coldwater. NCLA is an advisory body.

Rotary Park new boat launch date: because of rain the date has been pushed back. Carl will ask for an update.

Elections:  President—Carl Murdock nominated Tom Duff, and Richard Fogt seconded it, unanimously elected.
	Secretary—Frank Russo nominated Carolyn Morrison, and Jill Dirschell seconded it, unanimously elected.
	Director—Frank Russo nominated Dennis Dirschell, and Carl Murdock seconded it, unanimously elected.
   

Next Meeting Date: September 2026 at Occasions Center, 430 W. Chicago St., Coldwater, MI                           

Adjournment: Tom Duff, 10:52 am.

Respectfully submitted,




Carolyn Morrison, Secretary

Facebook Group: North Chain Lake Association
Email address: Northchainlake@gmail.com 
Website: www.northchainlakeassociation.com
