
NORTH CHAIN LAKE ASSOCIATION
Minutes
Saturday, September 12, 2026
Occasions Center, Coldwater, Michigan

The meeting of the North Chain Lake Association was called to order by President, Tom Duff at the Occasions Center, Coldwater, MI. 

NCLA Board Members included:
Past President:	Terry Reen			present
President:		Tom Duff			present
Vice President:	Carl Murdock		              present
Secretary: 		Carolyn Morrison		present 
Treasurer: 		Colleen Humphrey		present
Director: 		Tom Humphrey 2025/2027 present
Director: 		Dennis Dirschell 2026/2027absent
Director: 		Frank Russo	2025/2027	present

Acceptance of Previous Meeting Minutes (May 16, 2026) distributed and emailed: Minutes accepted and on file.
Acceptance of Treasurer’s Report:
[bookmark: more]Treasurer Colleen Humphrey, the Treasurer’s report was presented with copies as follows: 
Beginning Balance: 			$6,401.46 
Income Dues & Donations		$   710.00
Expenses: 				$   362.54 
Ending Balance: 			$6,748.92
The report was accepted and on file.

SPECIAL REPORTS:  
Marine Patrol Deputy Spencer: Boater Safety Classes will take place on Oct 3rd in Tekonsha and Oct 18th at the Coldwater Lake Association building. A grant for patrolling during the week has expired. So, the Marine Patrol only works on the weekends. If a concern arises during the week, contact the DNR. There are over 100 lakes in Branch County. They have been receiving complaints about the lakes that are in Michigan and Indiana. Buoys should be removed in mid-October. A concern was raised about a no wake zone in the Coldwater River channel after Craig Lake. The 2026 stats from the North Chain of Lakes will be added to these minutes and emailed separately when they are received.
Branch-Hillsdale- St. Joseph Environmental Health Agency, Joe Frazier shared information about waste water, septic systems, and raised mounds needing to be four feet about the water table. New construction needs to have a 1500 gallon tank. The well must be at least fifty feet from the septic system. Septic systems need to be pumped every three to five years or if used a lot every two years. Support for municiple systems is highly encouraged but the initial hook up is very expensive for the home owner at a cost of $10,000 to $30,000. Loans are available.
· Bacteria and nitrate tests are available for $20. 
· Treatment plant is on Riverview Dr.
· New well, call the Health Department.
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· Flush only toilet paper. Never put oil down the drain.
· A state wide sanitary code is being developed.
· Septic dye tests are available to see if sewage is leaking in the lakes.
· Generally we are blessed to have good well water in Branch County.
· If the area over a septic system is mushy, the system is failing.
· There are restrictions to plant on mounds—no trees, articifical turf.

Tom reported that tests were done for ecoli.

The County North Chain Board (not the North Chain Lake Association) raised the weed assessment by $20 to $203 for lake fronts for the next five years. This Board is the governing, decision-making Board for our chain with representatives from the city, county, DNR, boards, and private citizens. Tom Duff represents the Association on the Board. Contact Mike Hard, County Drain Commissioner with questions. Paul Hauster, Progressive Engineers will be at the spring NCLA meeting to answer more questions.

Collection Geese eggs: Carl Murdock asked for more volunteers to collect eggs. 

Next Meeting Dates: Saturday, May 15, 2027, and Saturday, September 18, 2027, at Occasions Center, 430 W. Chicago St., Coldwater, MI                           

Adjournment: Tom Duff

Respectfully submitted,




Carolyn Morrison, Secretary

Facebook Group: North Chain Lake Association
Email address: Northchainlake@gmail.com 
Website: www.northchainlakeassociation.com
