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i o ALPH2 COME &N
' Mpha Co, brought smoke on the enemy
in the battalion's TOR this week by ac-
ceunting for 39 enemy dead, wounded,
captured, or "Chiea Holed,! while oper—
aﬁsmg in the Gaza Strip coastline, two.
miles ‘east of Duc Pho. :
~ The ‘company has bsen providing secur-
ity for the men and equipment: of the

Mmerinsl Uivision's 39th Engineering Bat— frags and claynores.

talion and the lst Farine Division's 9th
Engineering Battalicn, who for the past
month have been engaged in a massive
land clearing ¢éperstion in the "Strip."
MACV at Mo Dic requéested Alpha Co.'s

assistance Nov. 18 in extracting: a VG

troop who desired io Chien Hol: if - the
Americans would cortact him, ' He had es-—
caped from his unit after his cohorts-
learned of his plans %o Chieu Hol. ~Al-—
vhata 24 Platann, wrlking with o Vietnag—

mese Recon unit ard their MACV advisers,
' picked up the Hoi (hanh, who led the men
to a tunnel, which they blew, resulting
in o>ne VO KIA. ‘

They then backtracked and < blew four
more tunnels with their claymores and
‘gt tw> more VC kills..  They went on 1707
capture six VC; wowmd tw», and uncover a
Chinese Communist ¥S.assault rifley, a
carbine, and eight jand frags. Thoy alsn
succassflly extracied the Hoi Chanh's
family. ' - j
i - The f£-11lswing day, the company's 1lst
Plat wn mived back into - the area with
-.the Hoi.Chanh, whc pointed »ut three
more hand frags ‘and a tunnel eontaining
fedical supplies ani three AK-4) single-
shht brlt~acti-n weipns. j
Mpha's effectireness was apparently

sufficient inducemeit f£or three more VC:
(tw>’ gierillas and -ne main-force VC) to
Chieu 1171 the hiext dayy—end in 5 skir-—
mish that fallowedy, the 2d Platoon cap-=
tured tw> more VC, L

N>v. 13 was the company's most produc-
tive day, however, ‘The 3d Flatoon,
jperating with the Vietnamese Recon unit,
reacted to intelligence that a 12-man
eneny forece was lozated at the southern
end of the "Strip!" by the mouth f the
3»ng Tra Cau. In the inipial engagement
the Vietnamese killed tw» MA, . Tracks
from the 1lst Squadron, 1lst Cavalry were
jmmediately scrambied and - brought the
1st Plat>n and an element
int> the area. The Vietnamese troops
swept shuth with the lst Platoon and CP,
while the 3d Plathon and tracks estab—-

. the river. __

" bunker when he suddenly
‘NVA, n>tmbre than

next to the pathway.

. their olts frrward.

_arty tw) days previcusly.

»f the .CP .

TOLICES UFP THE GAZL STRIX

1ished themselves as a blacking force by

. During the sweep, the Victnamese re-
gistered one NVA KIA and captured: twn .
Then the sweeping force ran int> a burst
~f MK-47 fire irom.the bush, thick ~ with
vines and  beamboe - The men maneuvered
arrund the site and blasted it with hand
A check »f the bush

revealed ansther NVA KIA with his XK-47.
The Vietnamese Recon squad then picked

up twr-more NVA CIA. :

In the same areay . 1LT Paul E. Ritz
(Remsen, Iova), the company's forward
artillery observer, was moving over a
confronted two
six feet away. He
shot one ané than backed off the bunker
as the »ther prepared to throw a ChiCome
Nanial Thomas (Legsville, Ea. )
the company's c-mmanding ~fficer, flauked
the NVA with SP/L4 De¢ Dye (Hlue Springs,
M~.).  Dye »pened up on the cnemy, re-
gistering the day's fifth NVA KIA. With
some well placed fire int> the brush by
the river, PFC Juan Mercadr (Phrenix,
Ariz,) dropped an~ther NVA and picked wup

Captain

" another K47,

uring a temporery Iull in the conta ct,
the Charlis—Charlie was able to insert
the battalinn commander into the area.
He was moving through the brush with the

- company CP when CPT Thomas spotted a pair

of HO Chi Minh sandalls in the thick vinss
Thomas warned the
and bith men slammed
The NVA decided t-
turn himself in, and the Vietnamess f-und

CO0 to mnve back,

‘his AK-47 near him in the brush.

. The néxt day, Alpha's 2d Platoon cap-
turad an~ther NVA,  whn was carrying a

ChiC-m. Later that night, ~ne ~f the
company's OPs spotted nine eneuy noa v

beach and called in artillery »n their
position.  The £~11-wing day, *the engi~
neers apprehended two more VCe.

Nov. 16, the company f£und five enemy
brdies.  One had a pistsl and was clothed
in a green NVA unif-m. -  The other f-ur
were VC, - bslieved to have been killed by
The*2d Platnon

onded the ¢-mpany's c-mbab activity fHr

" the week by registering anther NVA KIA.

Withut d-ubt, the "Strike-hnlders! »f
Apha Cr. aptly demonstrated a high de-
gree of ability and combat effectivencss
this week by their quick and deft thrusts
int» the enamy's scatberad fyntholds in
the Gaza Strip. :



e

NEW SERGEANT IAJOR FOR 1-20

The carcers ~f many »f today's pro-
fessisnal snldiers gy back %> the Korean
Conflict and perhaps t» the post-wrld
ar II years of the late 1740s. DBat the
battalin's top Enlisted Man, OCommand
Sergeant Major (CSM) Jeremiash Lewils
(Marina, Calif.), can ®rast »f c-mbat
experience during the war againsté the
Japanese in the Pacific Theater with the
31st- Division. T» date, he has more
than 26 years with the Army.

e sorved throe toursin Karsa, whers
he was wounded twicz, acting as byth
Platson Sergeant and Platoon Leader.

He attendad the Infantry Schaol at Ft.
Benning in 1950 and 1953 and later stud-
ied Arabic in Monterrey. Catif§ dnrtpre~
parati-n for an assigmment to Saudi Ara-
bia, whore he was the mission!'s Chief
nlisted Advisor.He has served in Burnpe,
and his last assignment was at Ft. Buck-
ner, Okinawa, as Chief Operations NCO .

The Sergeant Maj-r has carncd the fol-
1 wing dec-ratisns during 'his career:
the Silver Star, the Bronze 3tar for
loritorisus Service, the Army Commenda-
ti~n Medal with an Oak Leaf Cluster, the
Purplec Heart with a cluster, aind thz €m=-
bat Infantryman -Badgs with a  Ster.
Twh ~f his units, during World War 0 IT
snd in E-orea, sarned the Prosidential U-

“nit Citation.

G LEWlsS fo  mearxrisd—and  ha=z T
children--2 girl, almhst 15, and a by,
Ls-years—s1d.

OO EREHIEREEEREREERRRREEEEERREREERERERCE
SYKRS! REQULARS GRIND ON

Although Alpha €>. mmoprlized most af
the action this wock, ths rest »f the
battalin was busy =lsewhers in the TAOR.

N-w. 11, Delta Co.'s 3d Platonn, opera-
ting tw>y miles north »f Duc Pho, regis—
tored a VC/NVA KIA, wh> was carrying a
pistol bolt and four hand frags, - SP/L
Michaal Henderson(Tustin, Calif.) fired
n an>thor VC/NVA and saw him fall, The
men als> picked up two VCS.

Twy days latzr, Brav> C>.'s 3d Flatoon
uncovered a 500 prund bmb negar tho Red
Ball, f-ur miles north »f Dac Fho, = La-
tar in the aftermoon, Charlic Ch.'s 24
Platson blew a tunnel e-mplex,frur milss
west of Due Phy, and extractzd 21 civi-
lians from the restricted 2zone in  the

The £41lowing morning, the Vietnamoso
civilisns with Bravs C». found a ¢ommand
Fetonated mine, containing 170 prunds ~f
explosives, four miles norbhwesy »f Due
Phy. An hhur lator, a half-mile cast »f
ths highway, Dclta's 24 Platyom unc-vor-
2d a cache containing svor five tns of
rics.  The platoon then diseoversd twd
punji pits, just south »f the rice cache.

In the final tw> days ~f the week,
Brava Cre picksd up thrse’ VCS and un-
covarcd a (OREL 1 rand end  fwn §5-gallan
drums ~f ricc. Dilta als» picksed up
three more VCS.

THE EXCITIMENT OF STARDING ON A MINE

Onz night this wek, tho nine-man: 34
Squad, 31 Flat-on, was moving thr-ough a
ditch cnr-uts to its ambush  site, five
milss northwest ~f Dac Phh. The men were
probing their way through thz darkness,
thoir senszs keen and alert £or hints of
enamy mo¥oment, when PFC Don T-wnsend
(Baltim-re)nnticed mare than his £ rtfall
'n the demp ground--hs heard the ~min-us,
rasping squeak »f tw> rusty wirss making
enntact benzath his biot.

he ecolmly as [ c-uld, T 513" the
people arrund me th movs away. Our Saquad
Leader,  SGT  (Wame) G-k (Knmhxville,
Tonn, ),camc back,ad I told him I thought
I,d stcpped on sme kind ~f pressurs-
rolaass mina. I winted to jump HIf . the
thing, but he wwuldn't 1t me. Then he

"ealled the E.0.D team(Explosiv:e Ord-

nence Disprsal)," sxplained T-wnsend. The
tonsisn was heightaned by the fact that
movemont had been spitted Hutside - the
squad's hasty perinster.

In a matter ~f minutes, threz ships
from the 174th Helicopter Assault OC-.
were scrambled and in the air. A Shark
gunship provided sicurity f»>r the Dhlphin
flars chopper that illuminet-A the arca
and ths Huoy slik that inserted SSG
Robert Clasr (Bffirgham, 111.) and SP/5
Michasl Boors (Nobraska City, Nobr.) to
disarm the minaz,

e put.a macheka botwseon his faot and
ths wire and £filled two shirts with dir®
ts plaez ~n top of tha wirs to maintain
ths pressure. Tha we grebbed him by the
arms and yarkzd hin away," relat:d Baors.

Aftor a short wit on a small hill

‘ncerby, th: men wnt back 1o chack ~ut

tha sitse It turied -ut not to b2 a mins
aftor all—-just arusty c-il vf . barbed
wira. :

nI wes rolicved,® said annsand in an
undsrstated commxnt on the fact that n»
~»n> had beon hurt. ;
%HHHH%%S%HHHHHBH&WHHHHHHHHHHH&HHHHH%

Staff Sorgeam - Frank Hill (Bayonns,
N.J.) is ths Syko3' Rogulars' 'NCO ~f the
wosk £-r the wek of Nov, 12-18, = Ho has
beonwith Charlic Cr. for tw mnbhs now
and is th> Platyrn Sergoent ~f .phe 22
Platoon. :

3SG Hill holds a B.S. in accrunting
from St. Pators $hllegs in Jorssy City,
N.T. anA has emmpkotad - a yoar st Fardham
Law Schn-l in Now York City, Bofore on-
tering ths Army, hz  supplomentod his
studizs by working in ths Now ¥ork Stock
Exchange on Wall St puring his saven
years at the N.Y.S.B.,he scrvad in a mun-
bor »f cepacitics from floor runnor tn
warking in ths accounting Azpartment. He
Plans t~ bocome effiliated  with the Ex-
changc up-n complation 3f  his active
scrviec. :
N I R
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