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FIGHESR . [LOT3 RACON TiE: B TTLION
The grunt is bound by  his 2ack and

-16 te the grinding jew of wan .en- the

greund=-rice paddies, jungle, nountains,

snd VCTtile®lonls aiml tend & 5665 calt B8k ;
silver and streskins, bringing fire on
“he enafiyfand then sisl sdomen | adbgihytibe

arn fleetinz
ey the

Tunt, the fighter vlane is
thander machine, unrestricted
sainous presehce of the enemy.

Three” nir“Force | pilebs  wisited, -the
e=ttalion this week to see what it's =1l
atcutom thie—rcund .0 Cheotoxr Rodsgoro,
JIC Aleysius Casey, and wl iilliam Cele,
all assigned to the 18th Speedalh «Opera-
tiens uadron gt Phan Rang had a  foot-
soldier's view of the Red 8all, Liz, and
the 515 Valley.

LT Gole grabwed a pack and spent a
night'afith Charlie 'Co. and the 'ARVNs

opsrating in#thesl s Valley. LTC Rodgers
ané LTC Casey spent a dar witas3peve lo.

on the Red Ball to obkserve the infantry
in its o elenent and: to. witnezs the

olanning afd “ceoordinatien
W'y and tF eperatiens.

of Aaerican,

"ye really den't.get the feol.of this

agpect of th: /ar because welre : either
en Base or [lyimg.ziQurwisit--here -has
iasde the war énld the coomercbien. with
t1e Vietnanese a lot ‘clearer,' related
Gasey. ‘we were very faverably lupressed
with thie leadershin en the greund, and
7e certainly gained a new perspectivie of
the business of livinz end operatimg in
thz cold and webt,! he added:

Un to now, the three »ilots have ex-—
perienced enly glinpses of the infantry.
LT Cole flashes By in his Shadow( AC119G)
with four sinisuns, while LTCs Casev and
Radeers de their flvins in the Stinger

R i o -

(AC119K) with four mindignns snd twe Omm
puns mowiited, Thatls cuite an arsenal
and undoubtzdly give; heart te tha 1i1an

et -the zround.
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If a man hezs enough motivetion ani a
desire te improve his lot, he can ®o a
long ‘vay, in this man's fmyv. 5GT Garter

. itichael (Thurman, Ohio) is an eutstandiing
exminle of swhat a Llittle dsterminatien
can do.

I'ot ~uite four wseks amn,he
svith Alnha Conncuy. Fev. §, he was
Meta? to.dw/h.an’ -a week Later
the Division's Coabat Leadsrshin’ Schecl
in Chu Lai. He »raiustzd in thz ten three
on achisvamuent

af. hao—oclang. this —waslk,

that qualified him for an a?ditional ad-
vamnes inysreade. 2
His three -eeks of affort in * Oy Lal

not only made hin a Ytter soldisr and a

]
] 3 Y .' -~
lezler,. . but ear.ed hiil three hard strires
;
as well.
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NEAGIES. i 'STCK
Sick call can often bs an unha oy ‘ex—
parience fer an fray-tyie,  eshecially if
all he needs is a shot af =ood shan time.
The worst that.can hasnsn,  Though,™ is-a
boot ip,.the pants.ai’ an orter te™ get
bock to work. 5 . <k
For a VG treen this week, ‘pwever, sick
call vraved te be disastrous. He was
weading toward Duc iho,sick slip in'hand,
when he walked up:to Recon's'  meriaeter,
feur klieks somth of Liz, Arcarentlglthe
platemn's dar laager didn't resemhle’’ the
aid station he was = looking for, se he
turned tail -rdith 1LT Tom Rlal'e (Columbia,
S.G.) and 3 /4 Devid “atton(Dailas, *Tex.)
ol gl hecilsi
Patton woundz: him in the leg, ~nd th=
VC got to see the Dec after all--at' the
234 lled.
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CHARLIE COMPANY
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1-20 COATLUES TO FRODCE

The 3ykes' Regulars centinued this
jeek te frustrate anemy activity in the
s=ttalien's T/QL Wy reperting ene VC KIA,
Cive ¥C CIA, 14 VCS detained, eone Hel
Chanh extracted, and four autematic
riflzs captured.

Lev. 24, drave's Henver Squad detain-
=d three V(3 in the enly significant ac-
tion of the day. fSariy the next merning,
sharlie Ce. sed the AiVis captured a VO
in the Hishway 515 Valley. Later in the
day, Mrave's 3d Floteen uncevered a mer-
“er round &nd an antipersennsl mire,
/hich the men blew. In the afternsnn,
our miles nerth ef Duc The, Brave's lst
latesn wursued twe evaling VC with wsa-
rans. As a result of the centact, the
vlatonn glse picked up twe VC3 1n the
SPad,

iev. 7%, a track frem A Treep, 1/1
Jev., cantured twe VC hiding in ‘a tunnel
sn. the Gaza Strip. Beth the esmemy had
suteratic weasonus, onc of them ‘an AK-47.
A chieck eof the area revealed a 5)-fost
tunnel with ene larze, 30'x30'x6! reem.
'he wien feund fresh feet yrints, ceeking
utensils, and snme rice, '

The next day, Brave's 34 I'latoon klew
a 200-peund bemb, feund a mile nerth ef
ue rho. :

The 28th ef iev,, Charlie
Plateen dstained a male VC3 clad in
grasn fotigues. In the afterneen, Recen
anesvered what was possibly a VC/NVA

Ce.'S 34

base canp constructed with fresh weed.:

Tre plateen feund a large tunnel complex
and a number ef canteens, ponchos, hel-
wets, and ether ceuimment. Later, Brave
So. extracted a Hai Chanh, and Charlie
‘Ce.'s lst rlsteon captured a VC. ‘

hev, 29, Bravo's 3d rlatesn destrayed
a beewy trap cempesed af a trip wire
_Yeading te a grenade. That afterneon,
the lst Plateen feurA swo E3 Chilem as-
sault rifles during a search of suspect-
ed eneay bunkers. Later,
the Strip picked up a VC3.

The next. day, Rrave's 2d "latmen da-
tgined a VCS while the lst Plcteen was
ey, four miles nerthwest ef mic  Fho,
di ~ing up a Ruscian flag and a picture
of e Chi Minh wuried outside a heech.
The men turnad in six Ve3S feund in  the
arsa. :
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SGT BIJTLER IS "iCO OF THE wiBK"

The Sykas! Regulers' '"NCO of the W
fer the week ~f Lev, 28-Dec. 2 1s SGT
Gerald T. Butler (Clsvelzmd, Ohie), Scuaf
Leater of Melta Ce.'s lst Sauad, 3d Plg-
teen. & graduate ef Ft, Bemning's NCO
scheel, he has eean in-country now for
five months and was instrumental im Del-
tals 22-ten rice cache last waek.

SGT Butler is married and werked as:a
carnenter hefore entaring the Ammy. fle
cempleted Basic Training at Ftv Lrex,Ky.,
and LIT and OJT =t Ft. Felk, La.
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tmerical Bivision Headquarters has e~
fined the free mailing service as fellews
a.) The service is limited t» nersonal
letter mail, -wst cerds in the usual and
generally accented form and sound recerd-
od esmrunicatisns having ths charactern of
parsonsl corrassnendence. Inclesures such
as picturss and clirpines, which are in-
cidsntal ts the ' esmmupicatien, may ke in-
clesed.

h.j Herchandise, printed mattor,
paners, ma<azi.es, and advertisl g
net Me iiielnsed.
c.) Personal lsttzr aail, mst cards, and
sewn¢ recordsd communications pested un-
der the freé mailing -rivilege will nat
»e reglstared, Lisurcd ox cortifiad. Spe-—
cial delivery is autharized u~en payment
of the required fze.
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news -
will

1LTC Rabert Jilsen
1LT Richerd Gibsen
335G Tem Teert

PFC Te®y Predasrs

Battalien CemmanAer
REFORTAR QIC
RITORTIR KCOIC

Staff Cerrcspendent:

Dhe RTORTER is wublished whekly — under

Administrative
20th. Infan-

the sunervisien ef the
Sectien, NHHC, lst Batbalien,
tr¥, 11lth Infantry Brigade,  ARO 94217 as
an subherized pudlicatien.- Opiniens ex-—
prassed herein dn not necessarily refleet |

thnse of the Department of the Army.
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