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THE GAZA STRIP~~THE INEMY AOUTED AND THE LAND ‘CLEARTD

On a clear' and gudiet day, the Taze
trir nosesses all the peaceiul serenity
>f a cdlm zn - colorful Cslifornia  beach.
Jut the »eonle and the hot  dog  stands
are nissing=—z reainder that the Strip
has the slumbering motential of 2 majer
brttlearound. :

Jet. 11, forees of the Aray, avyv,and
arined bhi#an ‘e massive danl ‘clerpring o=

peration designed to eliminete the « sou-
rces 0. enemv cctivitsr along the - South
China Sea e¢oastline north of 'Dac: Fho.
The Recon Plztoon and Melta Co.'s ~Lat,
Platnon were ''combat assaulted"- by  air
onto the besach, eleven miles north of

Nic Phe, after a thorough artillery oren
by Shark and Tolphin teams from the 174th
Helicopter Assault fo. The twe irfantry
nletoons ~rovided tha initial coordina-—
tion of land, sea, and air movements and
secured the baachhsed ares where three
of the Navy's flatbottomned Landing Craft
Utilities brought ashors the first = load
of several large land clearing vehidles--
Army "Rome Plow"-and Marine "Eimen' cat-
erpillars. 1

Alpha Co. was moved snte the beach
in a Chinook air mevemsnt from Chu  Lai

to asawie th: szcurity for the ' clearing
operations undertsl:an by ths Imerical '
Division's 3%9th Zngineering Batt alion

snd by the 1lst larins Division's 9th En-
gineering Battalion. Wiements of ' A and
T tronops, 1/1 Cav., joired the speration
latsr to assist. in the land clesring and
socuritw of the men and mechinerys

Tha Gaza Strip has long hesen a fast-
ering sore in the side of the agricul-
turally rich duens Nzai Provines, The
fishamen whe inhebited the Strin were
constantly herassed by the obtrusivs prao-
sznice of the anemy and feund thair homes
and livelihoods seriously undermined by
enamy activity in the ar:e.

Werkins with 11ACV »nd 2lemsnts of RF,
FF, and ARVN forcws, ths 1-20 succaess—
fully relocetzd ths civilisns from = the
Strip to Highway Onc, betwsen the  wil=

_avmtusllv hamod into a

telionts TAOR, th- joint fore:s
~dn ths Strip havs aceount:d for 59

Miioye

lzges ef Van Truong end Tep An Das.
hare besen provided with living ouarters
am sn edagquate suoply of food.  C°T An-
draw 7. Lisowski, the officer in chorgs of
t¥ rescttlement program said that the
ciilisns. arc "adjusting vary well te the
rdocatisn end their morale is hish."

The eventual gnal of thz 1and  clesr-—
irc eperstisn is to deny the enemy its
swoly sourcas, cnllactisn points, end
bmes of opsratisn in ths Gaza Strin and
to orovids ths m:ens for sscurine the

ema for ths: fishormsn end their families,
uniamnarad by snsmr harassment.,
Tacticallv, the op=ration hes provad
to be succossful. As the Striv'wes clasr-
edto the ssuth, ths sn=mvis R1AINg piaces
an( beaszg of oparatisns wore.  ~daostravad,
en¢ thev had to koop maving towsrd 7 the
maith »f tha Sng Tra Cau whare thyv  wers
small arna  con-
£ii24 by tha rivar to thz wist and south,
an| by the ocasn - to ths cest - '
Al»ha. €5, took advontage of tha anemy's
lirited mobility ard in on~ week of ‘smo-
ralic contant accountrd for 39 cnamy da2ad;
windad, eeptursd, or "Chieu Hoi'd" . to

thy Allies. '
. |To date,. es ths cl-aring np~ratlon moves .

sath, wast Trimnli, and out of the bat-
work ing
enamy
dmd, wound-d, captur:d, or "Chimu Hoi'd."
Six “-nmy wiemns, ani numer-us fighting
ositions snd bunkors hevo bgen destroved
sv covtured. 45,000 pounds of rien were
enfiscatd ns w2ll as gqusntitics of med-
i¢’l ~quipment, smmunition, and supplies.
SRS HEHREEERE R D RERERHERE AR EHEEREEEREEREHNE:
HYI CHANY IN STTCESSFUL PUTCK MISSITH
Last 3sturdew, tha battelisn, riezived
ffrrmatisn thet 2 VO wented tn Chimu
Hei to the Alliss, swme four miles north-
wist of Buc Phn n~ar th> Red . Bell. Ths
bitt~lionts rasmonss to the informotion
ws imm-diat: snd.th: 2xtrection spsra=
tion wes flawlzass,
BWI CHANH (Continued on brck vpags)
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SYES3! RRGULARS HMAINTAIN PRESIIRE

The Svkos! Rogulars meintained its
nrossurs on the onomy this wack and | re-
mrted seven znemy cither killed, con-~
tured, or wounded.

Dec. 4, Bravn (o,!s lst Platonn resct-

\d to informatinn concarning #~n anamy
ounkar nssr the Red Ball. The m=n moved
in rnd woundad a VC/MVA in tha bunkar.

Found with him were verious items of NVA
squipmant an! 800 wounds of riecn.
aft ‘rnosn, Charlie Cor. detained a Viat-
names: civilisn who tried to svods a

* zroun »f enginzors from the 26th ng.

Zn. when thav entored a ville, north of

Tce Phs. The datainee was carrving e

ettt ol miant ity of mediepl gzar.

The naxt Aav, tha 2L6th PF Platoon do-
trinad eicht Vistnemase civilisns whose
rctivities in th: hamlots along the Rad
Ball were susnicinus. That night, 2
squrd from Charlia Co. wes moving to its
smush Incation when the men haard
voicas.. In the esntoct that followed,
the squad killed tw> NVA and fired on
zight others wesring comnlote rre»n uni-
frrms who svaded with their wzapons,

The next evening, Bravo C>. rapsrted

having found a2 bomb near »nz »f its no-
sitions. It was containzd in a gallon
c¢on, ~nd onz.of thz blasting cars had

been datonataed, but thz bomb itscelf did
It sy offe feber; Jherlie Cso'o 24
Plrtann dstroved throe snemy . fighting
msitiong snd two tunnels.

Dac. 7, Charlis Co. uncovarad 1400
vounds of rica, threz miles northeast
of Dae The.  Ths com any's 1lst  Flatoon
ramrtad hevine sxehanegsd fira with a
eroup of enemy troaons, sovan miles north
~f Duc Tho., Thz m=n chacksd the area
and found an AK-L7 striper clin with twn
rounds. 7

Latoer during tho dev, Brava's 1lst Pla-
toon destroy:d an on-my fighting pasi-
tion, wast of th: Red Bell, somez thrae
miles narthw:st »f Dic Phn, °

Chrrlizs Co. than datainad five
nemase civilir-ns crossing tha Song = Cau
Rivier. Nonz of theam hod IDs, and one
hard made a quick changes »f clothas on the
other side »f the river.

L A S L O S R R FHET T HE O COROERERE0RE0s:
SYEES! REQULARS REFORTER
Battalinn Commandor LTC Robort Wilson

RIPORTHER OIC -
REFORTER NCOIC
Staff Corrssvondent

Vist—

33G Tom Ebert

Th> RETORTER is publishad weckly undsr
th- sun:rvisisn »f ths Administrative
Saetinn, HAC, 1lst Bettslinn, 20th Infan~
try, 11th Infantry Brieads, APO 96217 as
an authoriz»d publication, = Cpinions ex-
pr:sszd herzin do not naeos=arily raflaet
thns: »f th>s Dspartment ~f th: Army.
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: T_..nc')ln . n

“gnup thotnheranh with

1LT Richard Gibsnon,

®FC THby Prhdears .

SGT JONwS Is 'Wen OFGELER "Rk !

SOT Alphenza Jonas (Brenta, N.J.)  is
the Svkas! Ragulars. "WCD of ths Wack" fsr
th: wack »f Dee. 3-9. A nrnduct »of Ft.

“Baning's MCO schonl, he has s-~rvad  with

ths L.2" Varter Tlataon for four months,

" ond is curr-ntly tho Platonn's S~ctinn
Chinf. ' :

He holds & B.A. dagr~= in ~ducatisn

fron Montcleir State Collaen in Tposr

Mortelair, N.J., and b>fars =nt-ring tha
Arry taught Lth erade for four years in
th- Newark city schonl svyst-m.

SGT Jonss vlans tn cnntimus work in
sMicatinn umen comwlation of his active
sapvica,

%WHWM%HH%&WHL%%H&H@%
BT AT M. Lus REDUS SGAIN.

Ths nam# Gen. Rabert B, Les is mast
oftan assncirt~d with the Civil *=r” - and

brines t» mind tha imaes of tha stat-lvy
anl brillisnt military tectician ~»f a
hndred vaars =agn, fighting in th~»  tur-

buent hills »f Vireinia., - There is snnt—

ht ®bart B. L2z, howavar, within tha
rmks nf th- Svkzs'! Reenlars--this on= a
Lisutonant and a grost—griat nsphaw  of
t}: famous Gzn-ral. :

LT L=e has n:ver bzn to Vireinia,

. tauch, and didn't find sut h~ wes r=lat-

A to th: Ganarel until he was in the &th
grad~ in Chicagr. Y2 usuallv introduces
hims~1f as Bob, and when som~on2 catches
a1 'tn his full nsmz, he oITAN ZncHunbers
t]4 rata=t, "Wall, just call wme Abrehsm

Not nrilv dAncs LT La~ have p femous
nm>, tut durine his school davs in Chi-
cion, h2 had .2 mumbar »f ather fri-nds
with wsll known nemas. N3 was onco in a
Jam~s. T Yonroaz, .
Ihrilvn Monros, Gwmne ¥ruopa, Gons Autrav,
Rbort Fulton, and Pattl Pags. :
B e T o oy
WI CHANH continued

" Bravn Cn.'s 1lst Flatosmwas-dismatehod.
f:am th= Rad Ball tn s=t un a blacking
firca apprsite the blockine masgition st
w by Alrha's lst Platnon, whieh had mpv-
A quickly into tha ares from Liz.

Maanwhilz, 2 LOH took »ff from Liz
Wth ths Battalinn Command~r »n? his RTO.
Th- 10 nick=d un an NP from tha R=2d Ball

md insart=4 annth:r grsup of Mrs and
¥ACV advisors, snd th= smell band .
liss moved toward th> Hoi Chanh's Trca—

tion.

Mimtes latar, the LOH srotb-d the H51
thanh standine ncar a honch., Tho axtrac—
{isn merty movad in, mades th: nick-up, and
flew beck tn Liz,

Tha =ntir> oparatin lasted  ne mor:
then f£ifts n minubzs——an sffective dmon-
stration »f th~ battalinn's swift mHobil-
4+ and ‘g muin> concern for the ~nmy who
vishes tr Chi=m Hsl to the AMllies. -



