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DELTA CO. ROUTS VC BASECAMP .

Sunday evening, Delta Co.'s 3d Fla-
toon was moving toward its night defen-
sive position in the 515 Valley, five
miles southw:st of LZ Liz and just at the
base of the liui Tem .Cops. The terrain
was thick with the brush and matted un-
dergrowth of the jungle foliage.

Dusk was approaching when the pla-
toon's Kit Carson Scout, Van Vo "Junior!
ung, spotted smoke curling up a tree in
front of him, 'The men were on to a VC
basecamp, neatly and expertly tucked away
in the undergrowth. The enemy inside were
caught completely unaware of the platoon's
Presence .

"We started tossing in frags and the
VG must have thouzhl thEre wesre molGars
coming in. We fired our 16s and could
see in the mud where they went slipping
and sliding around cornsrs to get out of
there," explained SGT Robert Frye (Wil-
liamsburg; Pas) .«

The platoon made a quick search »f the
basecamp, found fresh blood trails, and
later withdrew to a defensive perimeter
300 meters to the east. At first light
the next morning, the men moved back in
and thoroughly checked out the seven hoo-
ches built of straw and cardboard, com -
nletely hidden from observation from the
air. Each hooch contained a tunnel and
a considerable amount of military and
personal gear.

Stashes of rice, salt, and other eneamny
food staples were located in the bushes,
in holes; and in the trees. lMuch of their
equipment was strewn throughout the brush
as they hastily vacated their camp.

The camp ha+d apparently been thers for
quite a while and houssd approximately
20 people, some of whom were nurses who
had left most of their extensive medical
supplies behind them as they fled.

Mmong the items found in the clut-
tered debris were smoke and hand gre-
nades, helmets, canteens and centeen cuaps,
eneny clothing and uniforms, shovels, at
laast a hundred batteries, water purifi-

~ (BASECAMP continued on next page)
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FROM HUNGARY TO THE US ARMY

Staff Sergeant Mihaly Toth (Bidapest,
Hungary), Alpha Co.'s sunply sergeant,
has an interesting story about how he
came to be in the U.S. Amy.

He had worked in a factorv in  Buda-
peat as a hot metal smith  for twelve
vears prior to the Hungarian Revolution
of 1956.

e found ourselves wrking more and
more hours for less moneve The rule of
the Russians and the worring conditions
that kept getting worse vere causes of
the revolution. Ths vressure just ~zot
too ersat for me, so I escaped to Yugo-
slavia Jan. 25th, 1957," he related.

He was causght br the Yugoslav police,
put in o detentbion camp; and then wWe.s
trensferred to an old German —concentra—
tion camp in southern Yugoslavia near
the town of Bavina Basta.

"The camn had farilies and singles peo-
ple living in it, about 1,800 Hungarian
refugees in all. CiRE and the Red Cross
tried to help us, Wt the Tugoslavs took
most of the stuff they sent us. There
were absolutely no cleaning or laundry
facilities, the food was miserable, and
a lot of people had to be transferredout
because of sickness. We didn't have any
blarnket3, so in the winter we had %o
sleep under hay. For eight months, I
wore the same clothes I esceped from Hun-
gary in," he recalled,

The Yugoslavs had given the refugees en
an ultimatum. After twelve months in the
camp, they wwuld be sent back to Hungery
unless they agreed to stay in TYugoslavia
and work for the goverrment. '

A third alternative, however, presented
itself to Toth after his eighth month in
Bayina Basta. AU.S. frmy recruiter came
to the camp under the Lodge Enlistee Act
of 1952, which provided that foreign per-
sonnel could enlist in the U.S. Army, and
after five vears of service would qualify
for a U.S. citizenship.

SSG Toth opted for the enlistment, and
after the recruiter bartered with the Yu-
(SSG TOTH continued on nexb page)
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+ ACTIVITY ERRATIC THIS WEEK

The temro of activity in the SWKES!
REGILARS! A0 was fairly erratic this week
as sporadic contact was revorted by the
companies in the field., In all, the bat-
talion confirmed five VC killed, one NVA
killed, 34 Vietnamese civilians detained
for interrcgation, and three enemy wea-
pons captured. An llth Brigade Warlord
Team also reported killing four enemy in
the battalion's A0,

Bravo Co. accountzd for most of - the
action Jan. 5th and detained a total of
17 civilians for questioning. One of the
detainees, picked up five kilometers to
the northeast of Liz, was carrvinga 5.56
mm steel ammo can and some:clothlng,Three
others picked up with him were = wearing
what appeared to be uniforms.

The coripany also reported three enemy
KIAs on the 5th. The 2d Platoon killeda
a VC evading from an area where it  was
receiving sniper fire. The Gorilla team
also killed a sniper. The company con-
firmed another enemy KIA five kilometers
northeast of Liz, and Sharks in the area
killed one VC and wounded another. Alpha
Co., working on the Gaza 3trip, detained
13 Vietnamese in three separate inci=-
dents.

The A was relatively quiot Jan bth,
but the next day, Charlie Co. uncovered
three enemyv tunnel comnlexes in the 515

Valley. One of the complexes  was  at
least 115 meters long, parts of - ~ 'which
were picked throuch solid rock. an “ano-—

ther tunnel was aboubt 80 metersin length.
The Recon Platoon found part of a base-
camp, six kilometers southwest of Liz,
and found a number of batteries,possibly
used for igniting beoby traps.

Bravo's 1lst Platoon uicked up a twenty
year old detainee, and the 2d Platoon
reported two enemy KlAs. The men killed
one VO evading from en area two kilo-
meters north of Liz, and later the night
of the 7th, while enroute to their  am-

bush site, encruntered an NVA troop
standing on a rice paddie dike in front
of them, The enemy disregarded their

command to halt and was killed as he at-
tanpted to evade. He was wearing a pack,

~a green uniform, and was carrying a .38

calibre pistol.

Jdan, 8th, Bravo detained a civilian
attempting to» evade a sweep by the 2nd
Platosn. In other actinn during the daw
the company uncovered six enemy  spider
hnles, a metal can belonging to a VG
mirse, and a small enemy tunnel, which
contained a bag »f medicine, four uni-
forms, three pistol belts, a canteen, an
AKLT magazine full of ammo, a hand gre-
nade, and an autographed photo of Ho Chi
Minh.

A wWarlord Team in the battalionts ~40
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cation teblets, and two miner's headlamps.

The enemy was thoroughly supplied, but
according to SSG Gerald Rutler(Cleveland),
"The Third Herd doesn't miss a thing."

reported four VC KIAs and captured an AK-
L7.

Jan. 9th, Alpha Co., nperating Just
cast of the Sone Cau, found twn completsz
enemy uniforms, a hunker, and a tunnel om-—
plex. Recon and. Charlie On..also  found
tunnel complexes, The complex Charlie Oo.
found branched out in six different direc-
tions at a print 150 feet from the entrance.

That evening, Bravo Cn.'s 3d Platoon,es
it wes moving to an embush location, en-
geged twn enemy moving down the Red Ball.
One of. the VC excaped, tut the  plaitonn
frund the other lying wounded in a rice
paddie. The VC died, however, in spite of
the platoonl!s effortes to save him. The men
picked up an enany carblne at the site of
the contact.

No incidents were reprrted dJan. 10th,
but the next day, Deltats 3d Platoon routad
an enany basecamp in the 515 Valley.
HHREEEEEHERRERREEHREEREREEREEEBEEREREREREE0:

SGT WOOD IS NCO OF THE WHEK
3GT Robert Wod, from Levittown, N.Y.,

is the SKES! RE@ILARS!' NCO of the weck
for the week »f Jan., 7-13. He is current-
ly serving as platoon sergeant »f Delta

Co.'s 2d Platonn ‘and has bsen with thecm-~
pany for nver three months now.

A graduatez »f the NCO School at Ft.Ben-
ning, he complsted Basic Training and AIT
at Ft. Jackson, and did his OJT ab Ft.Cor-
don.

SGT Wood attended Armstr-ng Grllege in
Savannah, Ga., and worked for Grumman Air-
¢raft in Savannah installing jet engine
mounts .

Unon comnletion of his active service,
he plans tn enter the University of Miami
to work for a degrze in marine binlogy.
HHEEERREHEEEHEHEERHEEEOHREEREEHEEEREHEE0E:

When Alpha C».'s clerk, SP/4 Albert Remf
Novak (Ypsilanti,Mich.), was three vears
nld he fell off a tricycle and got a scar
on his knee.

"It hurt," he explained.
B e ST
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grslavs for his release, he went to a U.S.
Naval camp in Naples; Italy, for three weds.
then to Frankfurt, Germany, nn to UWew Inik,
and then to Ft. Jackson, S.C., whare he al-

tended a six-week FEnglish langnage scheol
and did his Bzsic Training,
AMfter twelve ¥ears working under a con-

minist regime and eight months in a enncen--
tratisn camp, he becams a privete in the US
Army—a rather unusual and roundabout  way

to become an Mmerican snidier,
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The following is an article that appeared in the Jamary 2, 1970, issue »f the
"Sruthern Cross," and was written by SP/4 Stephan G. Frazier:

LEADERS ARE QIDES ALONG ROAD TO MATURITY

Enlisted leaders and Junisr Officers
have an important role to play inthe form-
ing »f thelr subordinates! maturity, a
role that is often compromissd by inatten-
tion.

They for the most part dominate the Ar-
my's influenca in a y»ung man's searchfxr
personal anthenticity and relevance in so-
cietys for thay ars with him through the
mtire course of his military obligatinn.
This influence is sometimes und-srestima-—
ted.

When an individual enters military ser-—
vice he obvinusly faces radical changes
in his way of 1life. Only teoo often does
he pass through induectisn and initial
training in a state of limb>, merely re-
acting to his enviremment. In some cases

ne never tries to understand the  impor-
tance of his military service and looks
upon it as a chunk of his life removed
frem his grasp.

This young soldier has in most cases

been a high school or college student,and
8 ummarried, His own personal identity is
unclear to him and there is an inability
te express definitively what an "indivi-
dual’ is.

What ideas he does have about indivi-
cdualism, he has received threugh exposure
to mass media or that which his peer group
deems individually: Iimpressians from his
sy lrament(il.e., characters in the cine-
ma, or in a book, perhaps even a defiance-
caricatured face on a poster will grossly
romanticize the individualist conception

Rising form the 'free-will' doctrine
that captures today's youth his reaction
to military diseipline will be refusal to
comply or the most common vocal maliguing
(humorsus to him) of those leaders who
impose it. He lives in a repressed state,
doing his job on an action-reaction basis;
do it or you will ke punished.

He has never been pressed to mske  his
thoughts stand up for themselves. His re-—
gard for ths Army and the nation, is shal-
lowed by their inability or non-desire to
confront him, or speak on his terms other
than the man's own function in the organ-
izati'}n¢

He senses a dichotomy, a differcnce be-
tween himself, those who are leaders and
those peers who seem to be bound for lead-
ership positions. He instead will search
for a group who will confirm and reinforce
his suspicisns.

-Consider

The leadsr nn a squad, platoon, or com-
pany level is clonse endugh that he is
eonfronted with twy chnices, disregadar
concern, in determining his relationship
with his subordinates,

The rmle he must chonse is concern;to
bridge the gapn; to reach the manm terms
he will understand; t» explain the qua-

lities nf a mature individusl and sol-
dier.

Command information can only reach a
certain number »f nersonnel and in Viet-
nam large CI classes are not practical.
The le ader must use his ingenuity tn get
his pnints acryss withrut jenvardizing
the mission. Expressing what our
soeiety considers virtues in a man——
courage, leyalty, endwance, honor, man-—
liness, modesty, dignity, temperance-——
can be effected bv example.

The military leader can enhance our
society on a scale muth larger than re-
alized if the time is taken to reach and
teach the young individual what he knows
of maturity.
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Battalion Commander LTC Arthur Fischer
REPORTER 0IC CPT Edward Mullen
REPORTER NCOIC SSG Tom Ebert

Correspondent. St/l, Toby Prodgers
The REFORTER is published weekly under
the supervision ef the Administrative
Section, HHC, 1st Battalion, 20th Infan-
try, 11th Infantry Brigade, APO 96217 as
an authorized publication. €pinions ex—
pressed herein do not necessarily reflect
those of the Department of the Army.

e

R s S s S T e SR

PRV VRV VRVRVIRVEVIEY
COEEEaR0E



