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PACIRICATIAN ON THE RED RALL

The:nro ject#d concents of the nac1flca+10n and rew-
considered
idealistic and- unproven gestures in the I Corrs area.
Bravoe ;8o : 18 ‘currently demonstrating the reality of

: long-rangp efforts to produce viable communltles with=

out the harassing and’” ‘Festrictivel nresence of the VC.
The company is currentlv securing a ‘two-mile stretch
of Highway Onej:just north of Duc Pho, and has suc-
ceeded in virtually isolating the more than 5000 peo-
ple there from VC forces in the area. Without access

to thz population, the enemy can no longer rely on
the civilians for food, sunnlies, intelligence,  urd
manpower .

The security »f the cxv;llans, which has lead to
their increased nrocht1v1ty and autonomy along the

‘highway, evolved as “the natural outcome of Allied op~
erations aqalnst enemy strongholds in the Duc Pho
Disteich, ;

Co. B was assigned ths mission of intesgrating its
overations with the RF and FF ‘soldiers against the

constant activity of thp VG who pSPd Hiechwav One as
an intermediat: llnk bntw“en enemy main force ele-

ments dn the mountains to tha west and the agricultus -

rallv rich commnitics to thz =ast in the reeion of
thes Gaza Ftrip coagtline alang the South China Sea.

As Co.B and the vovarnment forcas davoted all their
aofforts to stonnlng the flow of VG traffic, - they
folind it necassary to sot uh along the highway on a
permansnt basis.
gainst VC bas~s locatsd in. tha five hamlets: of Kim
Gifao, Vinh Hien{1), Vinh Hi=n(2), Thuy Truong, and
Vah' Truong. Evnntuallv5 the Allied cordons,  sweeps,
and“satpration ammishes severely limited the .cnemy's
mobilily and Aiminished their absolute domination of
the population.. 7: = :

To gain the support of thes neonle, the Allies en-
couraged Revolutionary Development (RD) teams to work
extensively in the hamlets and to take up  residence
within them., To accomplish this =oal, Co. B set up

a rumber of permanent defensive positions with the
government forces and installed verimeter wire and
bunkers, Major Buu Tuong, Duc Pho District Chief,

sunplied additional PF platoons to surplement -Allied
strength.

"o davs after we moved into our basés »:an  the
bridgss and hamlets, the village chiefs; hamlet = se-
curity chiefs, hamiet chiefs, aand RD teams were stay-
ing in the hamlets. The RD teams went right to work
oreanizing the p=onle and nutting up a doulle
wire ferce around the hamlets and Ttuilding houses for
the reincated. people from’'the cnuter areas that could
not bhe sceured.

e worked up overations in which RFs, PFs, and US
troops combined to move into all the outer areas with
RD teams to reslocate the nzonle to the secured areas.

Peonle scon moved in of their own volition to take
advantace of the security we were able to sunrle, Ar-
rangements wer= mads with Tuc Pho District to  fur-~

nish necessarv extra food for the relocatzd meorle,
Al so, enemy ric=s caches found in the outer arees:

by patrols werz bagezd and distributed to the reloc-
ated psonle as necessarv until thev were able to es-
tablish themsslves and rely on the economy to  vro=

goalelc .missions were directed a-

barbed

cure their own food " gxnlain-
ed CPT Boyd Harris (Ponnlac i )
Bravo Co.'s C0.

With a foothold in the for-
mer VC stronghold, the Allies

placed rriority on cpacifying
the area, developing the eco-
nomy, and upgrading the stan-
dard of liwing.

MEDCAPS were instituted on
a régilar basis with “advigory
teams administering:diredt me-
dical and educational’®aid” in
three différsnt locations: at
lzast three times a week.

The civilians came to ac-

cept and support the presencc

of the Allies, and numerous
instances of their providing
information on enemy activity
were cited. The VIP  program
in which the people lecated and
turned in enemy‘supply-and T -
dnance caches began to fiou—
rish. In little more¢ than:" a
one-~-month periody 'Allled: opex-
ations largely based ‘en * the
civilian intelligente nettbd
105 enemy‘kllled

"The peonle are comlng “for-
ward with information; instead
of staying aloof and not  be-
coming involved. They *-=feel
more secure now becauses the Al

lies are hers to react.  They
no longer live with the feg?
that the VC will enter - their

homes to harrass them and takc
away their young men, feced, .anc
maney; " observed CPT Andrew Li--
sawski, battalion S-5.

The US and govermment ferceo
have prescribed twe final goal:
toward the accomplisiment  of

the nacification ef the civi-
lian population. First; = the
government forces must  attaic

a level of combat efficiemcy tc
enatlc them to succecsfully e
radicate enemy nresence in the
area, This preject is well a—
leng the road te fruitisn.

"hs far as their infantry is
concerned, the only reason they
need us 1s for support. As we
integrated our operations and
trained with them, the attaimd
a level of confidence I hadn't
seen before. I no longer have
any qualms about their bravery

n ' abllity to fight. Time
and time again, they've proved
(PACTFICATION continued)
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PACIFICATION continued
their effectiveness in almost any kind of
combat action. o :

The second goal toward cacificetinn cm-
cerns. the redevelopment o»f the: Vietnemese
communities without relying on the US for

_materiel support.

"Eventually we will be leaving this

‘area and won't be here to provide the peo-

nle with all they need to have. We are
eliminating ourselves as a crutch to rely
on and are working through every official

Vietnamese level to explain to the - people
: How they can act through their own

chans.
nels to get the whole system of government
opsrating together from the grass ronts
»n up, " CPT Lisowski explained. i

our primary concern is sducation. We
malte the effort. to instruct. them as to
what Vietnomese fund and materiel —sources
are available so that when we do leave,
they won't suddenly have to begin pro-
curing for.themselves. They will be well
along the way to adapting to and working
within their own systeam," he added.

Today, as US soldiers pass through the

_ ‘hamlets on this stretch of Highway  One,
. the Wictory" signs that the people flash

to them have taken on a new meaning. They
scethe victory in the spirit of the Viet—

 namesc people. thamselves.

S HEEHERHEREHRRGHESOREEBRREEEEEHEEROEHRER0E
EIGHT KIAs FOR SYKES' REGULARS
The SYKES! REGULARS continued to frus-
trate enemy operatisns in the Fattalion's
A0 this week: and reported eight VC killed,
one detainzd, and three weapons captured.
Jan. 28, Alvha Go.'s lst Platoon spot—
ted L3 NVA with packs and w2apolsS. =i

" men ongagsd the enamy with small arms fire

and called artillery on them. They chacked

-the arza and found an enomy KIA, and sud-
.denly racezived bursts from two

automatic

weapons from a haystack nearby. Reacting
quickly with small arms fire, they sus-—
tained no casualties and confirmed one

enemy KIA in a bunker under the haystack,
The next morning they found several sat—
chel charges -and packs in caves in the a-
rea. FLis ;

“donw 30, Bravo's Gorilla squad killed
an evading VC.who was earrying a hand gre-
nade and medical supplies. The company's
2nd Platoon killed two VC during its °= am~—
bush that night and policed up two B-4O
NVA rockebs and a carbine.

Jan. 31, the 1lst Platoon and Rangers
were C/Ad to opprsite sides of the Cau Ri-
ver in resprnse to a sighting »f enemy mo-
vemernt by Cherlie-Charlie., The lst Pla-
toon faund 2 carbine lying »n the west

. bank of the river, and wounded one VC and

killed another who were hiding in‘a “hole;
SGT Will -Spilluan (South Gate, Calif.) en-
tered the hole and krought out the wounded

VC and the cerhine snd hand grencde he
hed with him,

Delta Co,'s 1st Platoon, overating
sruthwest of Liz, engnged and killed a
VC carrying a ruck sack and twn hand
grenades .
SOHHEEHEEHEEREEEEREEERRAREEEEEEREEEEEREE

BRAVO HAS CH/NGE OF COMMAND AND AWARDS

Thirteen men of Brovo Ch. were pre-—
sented awards this week in the villege
af Van Trong during a ceremnny high-
tighted by the comprny's Change of Com-

" mand.

Captain Boyd Harris (Pontiec, I1.)

passed the colors to Coptain Andrew Lis-
swski (Columbus, Ge.).

The £>11-wing men racelvad awerds:
SILVER STAR

Cr'T Boyd Herris

BRCNZE STAR
; SP/L Hepry Bash.

PFC Darwell Smoot
ARMY COMMENDATION MEDAL

CPT Boyd Harris

SP/4 Barry Wiertzems
PURFLE HEART

ILT Charles Wiley

SGT Leo Stagg

SP/L William Mathieson

SP/l Patrick Harvey

SP/L Gary Oliver

PFC Walter Linn

PFC Harley Sendberg

PFC Devid Snyder -

PFC Everett Hobbs
HEHREEREEEREEEHAEEEREHRREERORCRHEEEEREN:
McK ISSIC's CORNER

In yu want

to be home in four deys?

t5 shorten your DERDS by one month?

to work in ‘a rear area?

‘45 get up to $10,000 tex free?
See $SG Robert McKissic and find o~ut

"how you ean take advantage of the = wide

range >f possibilities that a reenlist-
ment offer, ’
B T o e e s
0 THE LIMIT OF (OUR -ABILITY
HEHREEHEEEREREEHERAEEEEEREEEEHEHBREEEREH
SYKES! REGULARS RIFORTER .

Battalisn Commander: = . LTC. Arthur Fisch:«
REPORTER 0IC © . CPT Edward Mulle-
REPORTAR NCOIC 55G Tom' Ebert
Correspondent SP/l Toby Prodge-
The REPORTER is on .‘authorized  -publica -
tion’ Supervised bty . the  Administratize
Séetiom, HHC; 1st Battalion, 20th Infan-
try, 1lth Infantry Brigade. Opinions ex:
pressed herein d» nHt necessarily re
flect those of the Depertment -~»f the
Army,


mgpa
charlie company


