A CLASS ON BACKSLIDING 
Luke 22:31 And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat: 
32] But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: and when thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren.

✳️No theologian would argue against backsliding 
   “While some would argue against losing salvation; no one can biblically argue against “backsliding”.

Jeremiah 3:14 Turn, O backsliding children, saith the Lord ; for I am married unto you: and I will take you one of a city, and two of a family, and I will bring you to Zion: (NLT- I will bring you back to the land of Israel- one from this town and two from that family- from wherever you are scattered.)
(Then the pastor is mentioned as the means by which the Lord turns the backslider to God) 15] And I will give you pastors according to mine heart, which shall feed you with knowledge and understanding.

IMPORTANT CROSS REFERENCE PASSAGES:
   James 5:19] Brethren, if any of you do err from the truth, and one convert him; 
20] Let him know, that he which converteth the sinner from the error of his way shall save a soul from death, and shall hide a multitude of sins.
   Jeremiah 3:22 Return, ye backsliding children, and I will heal your backslidings. Behold, we come unto thee; for thou art the Lord our God.
   Hosea 11:7 And my people are bent to backsliding from me:

Peter gives us one of our most straightforward and powerful verse on backsliding because he had been there 😳
2 Peter 2:20 For if after they have escaped the pollutions of the world through the knowledge of the Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, they are again entangled therein, and overcome, the latter end is worse with them than the beginning. 
21] For it had been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than, after they have known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered unto them. 
22] But it is happened unto them according to the true proverb, The dog is turned to his own vomit again; and the sow that was washed to her wallowing in the mire.

THE DUALITY OF OUR NATURE
Luke 22:31 And the Lord said, Simon, Simon
   (This is the equivalent of being called by your full name by a parent)

NAME CHANGED:  John 1:42 And he brought him to Jesus. And when Jesus beheld him, he said, Thou art Simon the son of Jona: thou shalt be called Cephas, which is by interpretation, A stone.
  In the Gospels Jesus uses the name “Peter/Cephas” 3 to 1 over the name Simon
“Peter” emphasizes:
	•	calling
	•	identity
	•	destiny
	•	apostolic function

THIS REPRESENTS THE DUALITY OF EVERY CHRISTIAN (both Fleshly and Spiritual). Why there is a danger of backsliding 
    ‼️‼️Jesus tells us…Matthew 26:41 Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.‼️‼️

Galatians 5:17 For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would. (NLT:  These two forces are constantly fighting each other, so you are not free to carry out your good intentions.)

EVERY CHRISTIAN HAS A FLESH NATURE
Romans 7:18 And I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature. I want to do what is right, but I can't. [19] I want to do what is good, but I don't. I don't want to do what is wrong, but I do it anyway. [20] But if I do what I don't want to do, I am not really the one doing wrong; it is sin living in me that does it. [21] I have discovered this principle of life-that when I want to do what is right, I inevitably do what is wrong. [22] I love God's law with all my heart. [23] But there is another power within me that is at war with my mind. This power makes me a slave to the sin that is still within me. [24] Oh, what a miserable person I am! Who will free me from this life that is dominated by sin and death? [25] Thank God! The answer is in Jesus Christ our Lord. So you see how it is: In my mind I really want to obey God's law, but because of my sinful nature I am a slave to sin.

👉Jesus would use the word “Simon” (his former identity) occasionally:
	•	weakness
	•	correction
	•	fleshly behavior
	•	failure
	•	unspiritual thinking
	•	testing/conversion
EXAMPLES:
Mark 14:37 And he cometh, and findeth them sleeping, and saith unto Peter, “Simon, sleepest thou? couldest not thou watch one hour?”
John 21:15] So when they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me more than these? (ALL 3 TIMES)

“SIMON, SIMON” INDICATES THAT PETER WAS ABOUT TO ENTER A BACKSLIDING CONDITION 
   Luke 22:31 And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, (the double emphasis of “Simon” not Peter) behold, Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat: 
32] But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: and when thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren.
  👉Converted (Greek “epistrepho”), which literally means "to turn about" or "to return". It signifies an about-face or returning to a previous direction.
  ✳️ "converted" here is better understood as returning to Christ after a lapse or turning away from a specific sin, rather than an initial conversion or salvation experience
—————————————————————
SATAN DESIRED TO MAKE PETER BACKSLIDE
   Luke 22:31 And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have you
✳️Satan hath desired… why would Satan desire to destroy Peter?
 👉Peter was one of the most prominent of Jesus's twelve disciples and perhaps the first among them.
 👉Peter was one of the first disciples whom Jesus summoned 
 👉Peter's name heads every list of the Twelve in the NT 
 👉Also, an inner circle of three apostles existed among the twelve, and Peter was the leader of this smaller group (Matt 17:1; Mark 5:37; 9:2;
14:33; Luke 8:51; 9:28).
👉Peter was the first apostle to recognize that Jesus is the Messiah 
👉Peter was the first apostle to see the resurrected Lord (Luke 24:34). 
👉Peter preached the first sermon of the church
👉Peter was the first to proclaim salvation to non-Jews (Acts 10-11).

SO PETER HAD A TARGET ON HIS BACK
30 Years Later…. 1 Peter 5:8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour:
    2 Peter 3:17 Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before, beware lest ye also, being led away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own stedfastness.

—————————————————
🤔🤔THE “ALLOWED” BACKSLIDING OF PETER
 Text: “Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat: 
32] But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not.”

“Satan hath desired…”
    Greek exētēsato… To demand of, ask for, beg earnestly for.
The language suggests a courtroom-like scenario where Satan must seek permission, reminiscent of the account in Job 1:6-12
In other words, Satan has requested to do it
IMPLICATION- God allowed it

Jesus didn’t say, “I REFUSED TO ALLOW IT”
  He said, “But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: and when thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren.”

NOTICE THESE WORDS: “Satan hath desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat…
  Commentary: “Satan desired to have him, that he might sift him as wheat; but Satan’s sifting was in order that he might get rid of the wheat and harvest the chaff. His malice worked indirectly the effect opposite to his purpose, and achieved the same result as Christ’s winnowing seeks to accomplish-namely, it got rid of the chaff and kept the wheat. Peter’s vanity was sifted out of him, his self-confidence was sifted out of him, his rash presumption was sifted out of him, his impulsive readiness to blurt out the first thought that came into his head was sifted out of him, and so his unreliableness and changeableness were largely sifted out of him.”

✳️THE WIND BLOWS AWAY THE CHAFF
✳️STORMS SERVE TO MAKE US THROW USELESS CARGO OVERBOARD 

✴️A bone is stronger in the place that was broken after it heals than it was beforehand 
✴️The fire of adversity purifies
CATCH THIS!…1 Peter 1:7 That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ: AND 1 Peter 4:12 Beloved, think it not strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange thing happened unto you:

ONE THING TO THINK ABOUT IS THAT JESUS SET THE BOUNDARIES OF WHAT SATAN COULD AND COULD NOT DO
   1 Corinthians 10:12 Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall. [13] There hath no temptation taken you but such as is common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.

—————————————————
TRAITS OF A BACKSLIDING DISCIPLE
 
 1. Started with a refusal to be washed
  John 13:8 Peter saith unto him, Thou shalt never wash my feet. Jesus answered him, If I wash thee not, thou hast no part with me.

If we refuse to go to the looking glass in the BRONZE LAVER- we are in a backslid condition 

 2. He refused to believe that he could fail 
    Matthew 26:33 Peter answered and said unto him, Though all men shall be offended because of thee, yet will I never be offended (made to stumble).

1 Corinthians 10:12 Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall.
Galatians 6:3 For if a man think himself to be something, when he is nothing, he deceiveth himself.

 3. He had enough conviction to swing the sword; but not enough to follow through
   Galatians 5:7 Ye did run well; who did hinder you that ye should not obey the truth?

   👉We preach…”the Bible says…” but are we being a “doer” of the very thing we preach

 4. He began following “afar off”
  …when we are not as close as we used to be
  …when we have a loose affiliation with Jesus
ENTIRE BOOK OF HEBREWS IS WRITTEN FOR THIS TYPE OF PEOPLE

 5. Sitting Without In The Palace
   Matthew 26:69 Now Peter sat without in the palace:
 “Sitting in the church but never getting in…”
Matthew 15:8 This people draweth nigh unto me with their mouth, and honoureth me with their lips; but their heart is far from me.

 6. Warned of upcoming failure but disregarded the warnings 
   Genesis 19:14 Up, get you out of this place; for the Lord will destroy this city. But he seemed as one that mocked unto his sons in law.
   Luke 24:11 And their words seemed to them as idle tales, and they believed them not.

 7. Warmed by the fire of the world
   1 John 2:15 Love not the world, neither the things that are in the world. If any man love the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 
16] For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world.

 8. He Denied Jesus 3 Times
 How do we deny him?
 A: By silence
Peter denied Jesus because he feared public identification with Him.
   Many deny Christ by remaining silent:
	•	at work,
	•	at school,
	•	around family,
	•	in culture,
	•	or in the presence of sin.
👉They never defend truth, never witness, never confess Christ openly.

 B. By lifestyle contradiction
   A believer can profess Christ on Sunday and deny Him Monday through conduct.

Titus 1:16: They profess that they know God; but in works they deny him…
👉The loudest denial is often not verbal—it is behavioral.

 C. By Being Ashamed of Him
👉Peter denied knowing Jesus because association with Him became costly.

Mark 8:38] Whosoever therefore shall be ashamed of me and of my words… of him also shall the Son of man be ashamed.” 

 9. It Became a Spectacle 
    Matthew 26:58 But Peter followed him afar off unto the high priest's palace, and went in, and sat with the servants, to see the end.

————————————————-
TO THE BACKSLIDER
 1. A NEW DAY
    Luke 22:60 And Peter said, Man, I know not what thou sayest. And immediately, while he yet spake, the cock crew. 
👉the crowing of the rooster represents the darkness has past
The early church fathers said that Peter, for the rest of his life, could not hear a cock crow without his tears welling in his eyes. Jesus had implanted the link of that illustration, and it was that which reminded Peter of the thing that he needed to remember, and that was the words of Jesus Christ.

 2. REALIZING THAT JESUS HAS NEVER TURNED HIS BACK ON US
  Luke 22:61 And the Lord turned, and looked upon Peter. And Peter remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said unto him, Before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice. 

 3. CONVICTION PROVES GODLY SORROW
62] And Peter went out, and wept bitterly.

2 Corinthians 7:10 For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not to be repented of: but the sorrow of the world worketh death.
RETURNING FROM BACKSLIDING MUST BE INITIATED BY AN ACKNOWLEDGMENT
DAVID’S SIN: 2 Samuel 12:7 And Nathan said to David, Thou art the man. 
…13] And David said unto Nathan, I have sinned against the Lord. And Nathan said unto David, The Lord also hath put away thy sin; thou shalt not die.
✳️Psalm 51:1 Have mercy upon me, O God, according to thy lovingkindness: according unto the multitude of thy tender mercies blot out my transgressions. 
2] Wash me throughly from mine iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. 
3] For I acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin is ever before me. 
4] Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight:

THE BENEFIT OF BACKSLIDING 🤔
CONSIDER THIS: Instead of counting the BACKSLID TIMEFRAME as a LOSS; use it to help others
👉Luke 22:32 But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: and when thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren.

A FUTURE!

👉Psalm 51:10 Create in me a clean heart, O God; and renew a right spirit within me. 
11] Cast me not away from thy presence; and take not thy holy spirit from me. 
12] Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me with thy free spirit. 
13] Then will I teach transgressors thy ways; and sinners shall be converted unto thee.

COMMENTARY
“‘I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not.’ Did it fail? If we look only at Peter’s denial, we must answer, Yes. 
If we look at the whole of the future life of the Apostle, we answer, No. 
	Eclipse is not extinction; the momentary untruthfulness to one’s deepest convictions is not the annihilation of these convictions. Christ’s prayer is never vain, and Christ’s prayer was answered because Peter, though he fell, did not lie in the mud, but staggered to his feet again, and with sore weeping and many an agony of shame, struggled onward, with unconquerable hope, in the path from which, for a moment, he strayed. Better one great outburst like his, the nature of which there is no possibility of mistaking, than the going on, as so many professing Christians do, from year to year, walking in a vain show of godliness, and fancying themselves to be disciples, when all the while they are recreants and apostates. There is more chance of the recovery of a good man that has fallen into some sin, ‘gross as a mountain, open, palpable,’ than there is of the recovery of those who let their religion trickle out of them in drops, and never know that their veins are empty until the heart ceases to beat at all.”

I LOVE HOW PETER WOULD LATER WRITE: 
2 Peter 1:4 Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world through lust. 
5] And beside this, giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue; and to virtue knowledge; 
6] And to knowledge temperance; and to temperance patience; and to patience godliness; 
7] And to godliness brotherly kindness; and to brotherly kindness charity. 
8] For if these things be in you, and abound, they make you that ye shall neither be barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
9] But he that lacketh these things is blind, and cannot see afar off, and hath forgotten that he was purged from his old sins. 
10] Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall: 
11] For so an entrance shall be ministered unto you abundantly into the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

