The Unknown God: The Holy Ghost

Acts 17:16 Now while Paul waited for them at Athens, his spirit was stirred in him, when he saw the city wholly given to idolatry. 
17] Therefore disputed he in the synagogue with the Jews, and with the devout persons, and in the market daily with them that met with him. 
18] Then certain philosophers of the Epicureans, and of the Stoicks, encountered him. And some said, What will this babbler say? other some, He seemeth to be a setter forth of strange gods: because he preached unto them Jesus, and the resurrection. 
19] And they took him, and brought him unto Areopagus, saying, May we know what this new doctrine, whereof thou speakest, is ? 
20] For thou bringest certain strange things to our ears: we would know therefore what these things mean. 
21] (For all the Athenians and strangers which were there spent their time in nothing else, but either to tell, or to hear some new thing.) 
22] Then Paul stood in the midst of Mars' hill, and said, Ye men of Athens, I perceive that in all things ye are too superstitious. 
23] For as I passed by, and beheld your devotions, I found an altar with this inscription, TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, him declare I unto you.

————————————————-
😳Pentecostals not receiving
As of 2003 less than 50 percent of adherents had this experience” (Spirit baptism evidenced by tongues).

😳Pentecostals have drifted from Speaking in tongues 
About one-in-three American pentecostals say that they themselves speak in tongues weekly or more often while about half (51%) say that the services they attend frequently include people speaking in tongues, prophesying or manifesting other signs of the Spirit

😳Pentecostals have quit going to Pentecostal Churches 
	•	53% of self-identifying Pentecostals or Charismatics do not attend clearly Pentecostal churches or denominations. 

👉Pentecostal Rituals and Practices Are Fading
Historically, Pentecostal churches emphasized:
	•	prayer meetings,
	•	altar calls,
	•	laying on of hands,
	•	divine healing services,
	•	prophetic utterances
	•	testimony services,
	•	tarrying meetings,
	•	fasting,
	•	discernment of spirits,
	•	and spontaneous worship.

But many modern churches have replaced:
	•	lingering altars with strict time schedules,
	•	prayer meetings with entertainment,
	•	spiritual gifts with polished productions,
	•	prophetic preaching with motivational talks.

Even among churches retaining Pentecostal terminology, many researchers note declining participation in traditional Pentecostal practices. 

————————————————-
WHY IS HE UNKNOWN?
  
NEVER HEARD OF HIM
   Acts 19:2 He said unto them, Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed?

He didn’t ask:
	•	“Do you attend church?”
	•	“Were you baptized in water?”
	•	“Are you religious?”

WE HAVE DEVELOPED A SORT OF “TAKE IT OR LEAVE IT” ATTITUDE!
JESUS DID NOT SEE IT THAT WAY
Luke 24:49] And, behold, I send the promise of my Father upon you: but tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be endued with power from on high.

Acts 1:4 And, being assembled together with them, commanded them that they should not depart from Jerusalem, but wait for the promise of the Father, which, saith he, ye have heard of me. 
5] For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence. 
8] But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.

NO SUCH TROUBLE WITH THE EARLY CHURCH!
Samaria   Acts 8:14 Now when the apostles which were at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent unto them Peter and John: 
15] Who, when they were come down, prayed for them, that they might receive the Holy Ghost: 
16] (For as yet he was fallen upon none of them: only they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus.) 
17] Then laid they their hands on them, and they received the Holy Ghost.

Paul Acts 9:17 And Ananias went his way, and entered into the house; and putting his hands on him said, Brother Saul, the Lord, even Jesus, that appeared unto thee in the way as thou camest, hath sent me, that thou mightest receive thy sight, and be filled with the Holy Ghost.

Gentiles Acts 10:44 While Peter yet spake these words, the Holy Ghost fell on all them which heard the word. 
45] And they of the circumcision which believed were astonished, as many as came with Peter, because that on the Gentiles also was poured out the gift of the Holy Ghost. 
46] For they heard them speak with tongues, and magnify God.

BECAUSE HE IS UNKNOWN THEN THE POWER IS NOT THERE!

2 Timothy 3:5 Having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof: from such turn away.
————————————————-
BECAUSE PREACHERS HAVE QUIT PREACHING ON THE HOLY GHOST
Acts 19:2 He said unto them, Have ye received the Holy Ghost since ye believed? And they said unto him, We have not so much as heard whether there be any Holy Ghost. 

👉They were disciples of disciples of John but part of the message had been lost

Paul at the Aeropagus:   “Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, him declare I unto you.”
  “In other words, you know ABOUT HIM but you are IGNORANT concerning worship!

————————————————-
Why is He Unknown?
HE IS REFERRED TO AS AN “IT”
   Many modern Pentecostals have no pneumatological understanding of the Holy Ghost

The Holy Ghost is referred to as God
   Acts 5:3 But Peter said, Ananias, why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost…[4] thou hast not lied unto men, but unto God.

Acts 13:2 As they ministered to the Lord, and fasted, the Holy Ghost said, Separate me Barnabas and Saul for the work whereunto I have called them. 
3] And when they had fasted and prayed, and laid their hands on them, they sent them away. 
4] So they, being sent forth by the Holy Ghost, departed unto Seleucia; and from thence they sailed to Cyprus.

Matthew 12:31 Wherefore I say unto you, All manner of sin and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men: but the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost shall not be forgiven unto men. 
32] And whosoever speaketh a word against the Son of man, it shall be forgiven him: but whosoever speaketh against the Holy Ghost, it shall not be forgiven him, neither in this world, neither in the world to come.

Why Men Keep Him Unknown
BECAUSE MEN LOVE IDOLS MORE THAN GOD!
   Acts 17:16 Now while Paul waited for them at Athens, his spirit was stirred in him, when he saw the city wholly given to idolatry. 

Athens was comfortable with idols because idols never demanded surrender.
👉An idol lets you stay in control.
✳️But the Holy Ghost demands:
	•	repentance,
	•	obedience,
	•	separation,
	•	holiness,
	•	surrender.

ITS EASIER TO CONTROL A PIECE OF STONE THAT YOU MAKE INTO WHAT YOU WANT IT TO BE THAN TO CONTROL THE WIND, THE FIRE, OR THE EARTHQUAKE OF THE HOLY GHOST

A lot of churches want a COMFORTABLE CHRISTIANITY 
The Holy Ghost may lead you:
	•	to forgive enemies,
	•	to pray all night,
	•	to witness boldly,
	•	to leave compromise,
	•	to preach unpopular truth,
	•	to weep over souls,
	•	to become radically obedient.

HE IS RESISTED BY UNBELIEVERS 
Acts 7:51 Ye stiffnecked and uncircumcised in heart and ears, ye do always resist the Holy Ghost: as your fathers did, so do ye.

Why would anybody not want the Holy Ghost🤔?

John 16:7 Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto you. 
8] And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and of judgment: 
…13] Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and he will shew you things to come.

HE IS QUENCHED BY BELIEVERS

1 Thessalonians 5:19 Quench not the Spirit.
    Putting out the fire

2 Timothy 1:6 Wherefore I put thee in remembrance that thou stir up the gift of God, which is in thee by the putting on of my hands.

✳️You cannot see the Holy Ghost but you can see the effects of the Holy Ghost
  The wind blows where it will
(Demonstration: fan)


—————————————————
PEOPLE HAVE QUIT TARRYING 
CATCH THIS: ATHENS HAD AN ALTAR!
Acts 17:23 For as I passed by, and beheld your devotions, I found an altar with this inscription, TO THE UNKNOWN GOD. Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, him declare I unto you.

John 7:37 In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto me, and drink. 
38] He that believeth on me, as the scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of living water. 
39] (But this spake he of the Spirit, which they that believe on him should receive: for the Holy Ghost was not yet given ; because that Jesus was not yet glorified.)

———————————————-
THE CHURCH NEEDS A FRESH ENCOUNTER WITH THE HOLY GHOST
Not merely emotionally. Not merely intellectually. Experientially.

✳️He is God among His people.
👉He is the wind that blows through dry bones.
👉He is the fire upon the altar.
👉He is the oil upon the priest.
👉He is the river in the desert.
👉He is the power of the church.
👉He is the breath of revival.
