A Flock or a Petting Zoo?

The Commission of the Shepherd
    John 21: 15] So when they had dined, Jesus saith to Simon Peter, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me more than these? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my lambs. 
16] He saith to him again the second time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? He saith unto him, Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee. He saith unto him, Feed my sheep. 
17] He saith unto him the third time, Simon, son of Jonas, lovest thou me? Peter was grieved because he said unto him the third time, Lovest thou me? And he said unto him, Lord, thou knowest all things; thou knowest that I love thee. Jesus saith unto him, Feed my sheep.

Jeremiah 23:4 And I will set up shepherds over them which shall feed them: and they shall fear no more, nor be dismayed, neither shall they be lacking, saith the Lord.

Hebrews 5:4 And no man taketh this honour unto himself, but he that is called of God.


The Qualities of a Shepherd

A SHEPHERD’S HEART
Jeremiah 3:15] And I will give you pastors according to mine heart.
    Remember how David was a man “after God’s own heart”
    One of his first times he speaks he tells Saul about protecting his flock 

✳️Desires what God desires
✳️Grieves over what grieves God
✳️Seeks God before seeking success

A LOVE FOR SHEEP
John 10:11 The good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep.

COURAGE TO CONFRONT 
1 Samuel 17:34 And David said unto Saul, Thy servant kept his father's sheep, and there came a lion, and a bear, and took a lamb out of the flock: 
35] And I went out after him, and smote him, and delivered it out of his mouth: and when he arose against me, I caught him by his beard, and smote him, and slew him. 
36] Thy servant slew both the lion and the bear: and this uncircumcised Philistine shall be as one of them, seeing he hath defied the armies of the living God.

Willingness to Sacrifice
    2 Corinthians 12:15 I will very gladly spend and be spent for you…

A Servants Heart

Discernment 
   Hebrews 5:14 Discern both good and evil…
🔥 A blind shepherd is a danger to the flock.

Needs to be an Example 
   1 Peter 5:3 Neither as being lords over God's heritage, but being ensamples to the flock.
   1 Timothy 4:12 be thou an example of the believers, in word, in conversation, in charity, in spirit, in faith, in purity.

He Must Follow the Good Shepherd
    -Jesus says He is the Good Shepherd 
    -Peter says he is the Chief Shepherd and Bishop of your souls
   -The writer of Hebrews calls Him the “great shepherd of the sheep”

   John 15:5 for without me ye can do nothing.

I believe the Shepherds Psalm is a perfect example of how the under-shepherd should lead
   Psalm 23:1 The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. 
2] He maketh me to lie down in green pastures: he leadeth me beside the still waters. 
3] He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for his name's sake. 
4] Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. 
5] Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of mine enemies: thou anointest my head with oil; my cup runneth over. 
6] Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.

THE RESPONSIBILITIES OF SHEEP

 1. To Hear and Know the Shepherd’s Voice
          John 10:27 My sheep hear my voice, and I know them

 2. They Follow Him
    John 10:4 And when he putteth forth his own sheep, he goeth before them, and the sheep follow him: for they know his voice.

 3. They Submit to Godly Leadership
      Hebrews 13:17 Obey them that have the rule over (literally “lead”) you, and submit yourselves: for they watch for your souls, as they that must give account, that they may do it with joy, and not with grief: for that is unprofitable for you.
 The Sheep have the Responsibility to:
Respect spiritual authority
Be teachable and accountableAvoid rebellion and division
A resisting sheep creates instability in the flock.

 4. They Stay in the Fold 
     Hebrews 10:25 Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is ; but exhorting one another : and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching.

 5. They Bear Fruit
    John 15:8 Herein is my Father glorified, that ye bear much fruit; so shall ye be my disciples.

6. They Walk in Unity
     Sheep by nature are docile creatures…
✳️Ephesians 4:3 Endeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.”
✳️Romans 12:18 Live peaceably with all men.”

Sheep have a responsibility:
👉Avoid strife and division
👉Promote peace
👉Refuse gossip and contention

  7. They Grow and Mature Spiritually

2 Peter 3:18 But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord
Ephesians 4:14 That we henceforth be no more children…”

Sheep have a Responsibility to:
👉Pursue spiritual growth
👉Move beyond immaturity
👉Develop stability in faith

ONE DAY IT WILL MATTER!
   1 Peter 5:4 And when the chief Shepherd shall appear, ye shall receive a crown of glory that fadeth not away.

Matthew 25…

