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WELCOME TO ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH! 

 
If you are seeking a faith community, exploring faith, desire to be a part of our 
ministries, or have questions; please feel free to speak with the pastor.  
 

 
 
Our Purpose:  
We are called through Christ to praise God and love generously. 
 
Guiding Principles: 

As instruments of God’s love, when you see us at our best you will see us: 
–Generously stewarding God’s gifts of resources, time, and talents 
–Serving as God’s hands & feet in ministries & missions of outreach to all 
–Providing for the care of God’s people, both physically and spiritually 
–Growing in Faith through worship, study, and discernment 
–Praising God through music, word, and service 
–Welcoming all people into fellowship with God 
 
 

Important Worship Notes 

 

All liturgies are printed within this bulletin. 

 

Children’s activity bags and children’s bulletins are located on the podium in the 

hallway on the pulpit side of the sanctuary.  Children’s activity bags are also 

located on the coat rack behind the door of the choir loft side of the sanctuary. 

 

P: Pastor C: Congregation L: Lay Reader A: Assisting Minister 

If you are communing, please be sure to fill out a communion record card, for 
our church records, and place it in the offering plate. Thank you. 

  



+ 1st Sunday of Christmas + 
December 28, 2025 

 

INTRODUCTION 

As we celebrate the Twelve Days of Christmas, our gospel today confronts us with the 
death of innocent children at the hands of Herod. The birth of Christ does not remove 
the power of evil from our world, but its light gives us hope as we walk with all the “holy 
innocents” of past generations and today who have suffered unjustly. In our gathering 
around word and meal, God continues to redeem us, lift us up, and carry us as in days 
of old. 

 
 
 

THE GATHERING 
 

WELCOME 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, Wonderful Counselor, Mighty Savior, 

Prince of Peace. 
C Amen. 

Trusting in God’s steadfast love and faithfulness, let us confess our sin. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

Reconciling God, 
we yearn for your presence to transform our grief, pain, and despair. We 
confess that we have not always prepared room in our hearts for your 
love; we have not always recognized your presence among us; we have 
not always embraced your message of peace.  
We cry out, weary with the burden of violence, oppression, and fear. We 
confess our failure to make room for those seeking refuge; our 
participation in violent systems that harm your innocent ones; our 
reluctance to embody your good news. 
Be born in us today and teach us to sing the joyful song of your salvation. 
Amen. 

God’s grace upon grace flows over you. ☩ Christ’s presence redeems the 

whole creation. Your sins are forgiven. Let the earth rejoice and be glad! 
Amen. 

 
  



ENTRANCE HYMN OH, COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL 
 
1. Oh, come, all ye faithful,, 
 Joyful and triumphant! 

Oh, come ye, oh, come ye to  
 Bethlehem; 

 Come and behold him 
 Born the king of angels:  Refrain 
 
Refrain 
 Oh, come, let us adore him, 
 Oh, come, let us adore him, 
 Oh, come, let us adore him, 
 Christ the Lord! 
 

2. The Highest, most holy, 
 Light of light eternal, 
 Born of a virgin, a mortal He comes; 
 Son of the Father 
 Now in flesh appearing!  Refrain 
 
3. Sing, choirs of angels 
 Sing in exultation, 
 Sing, all ye citizens of heaven 
above! 
 Glory to God 
 In the highest:           Refrain 

GREETING 
P The Word was made flesh and dwelt among us. 
C O come let us adore him. 
P May the light and peace of Christ be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH 
1. Angels we have heard on high, 
 Sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
 And the mountains in reply, 
 Echoing their joyous strains.   
Refrain 
 
 Refrain 
  Gloria in excelsis Deo; 
  Gloria in excelsis Deo 
2. Shepherds why this jubilee 

 Why your joyous strains prolong? 
 What the gladsome tidings be 
 Which inspire your heav’nly song?                  
Refrain 
 
3. Come to Bethelehem and see 
 Him whose birth the angels sing; 
 Come, adore on bended knee 
 Christ the Lord, the newborn King.                       
Refrain 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P O Lord God, you know that we cannot place our trust in our own powers. As you 

protected the infant Jesus, so defend us and all the needy from harm and 
adversity, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

  



THE WORD 

FIRST READING  Isaiah 63:7-9 

God does not delegate divine intervention to a messenger or angel. God’s own presence 
brings salvation. The prophet and all who read these words join in celebrating God’s 
gracious deeds. God trusts that God’s people will not act falsely. 

L The First Reading according to Isaiah 63:7-9 
 7 I will recount the gracious deeds of the LORD, the praiseworthy acts of the LORD, 

because of all that the LORD has done for us and the great favor to the house of 
Israel that he has shown them according to his mercy, according to the 
abundance of his steadfast love. 8 For he said, “Surely they are my people, 
children who will not act deceitfully,” and he became their savior 9 in all their 
distress. It was no messenger or angel but his presence that saved them; in his 
love and pity it was he who redeemed them; he lifted them up and carried them 
all the days of old. 

L The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
PSALM 148 (read responsively) 
A 1 Hallelujah! Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise God in the heights.  
C 2 Praise the Lord, all you angels; sing praise, all you hosts of heaven.  
 3 Praise the Lord, sun and moon; sing praise, all you shining stars.  
 4 Praise the Lord, heaven of heavens, and you waters above the heavens.  
 5 Let them praise the name of the Lord, who commanded, and they were created,  
 6 who made them stand fast forever and ever, giving them a law that shall 

not pass away.  
 7 Praise the Lord from the earth, you sea monsters and all deeps;  
 8 fire and hail, snow and fog, tempestuous wind, doing God’s will;  
 9 mountains and all hills, fruit trees  and all cedars;  
 10 wild beasts and all cattle, creeping things and flying birds;  
 11 sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, princes and all rulers of the world;  
 12 young men and maidens, old and young together. 
 13 Let them praise the name of the Lord, whose name only is exalted, whose 

splendor is over earth and heaven.  
 14 The Lord has raised up strength for the people and praise for all faithful 

servants, the children of Israel, a people who are near the Lord. Hallelujah! 
A Holy wisdom, Holy word. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

  



SECOND READING   Hebrews 2:10-18 

Through Jesus’ suffering and death, the trail to eternal salvation has been blazed for us. 
We do not fear death, because he has conquered the power of death. Thus Christ, our 
merciful and faithful high priest, has the final say over the destiny of our lives. 

L The Second Reading according to Hebrews 2:10-18 
10 It was fitting that God, for whom and through whom all things exist, in bringing 
many children to glory, should make the pioneer of their salvation perfect through 
sufferings. 11 For the one who sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have 
one Father. For this reason Jesus is not ashamed to call them brothers and 
sisters, 12 saying, “I will proclaim your name to my brothers and sisters; in the 
midst of the congregation I will praise you.” 13 And again, “I will put my trust in 
him.” And again, “Here am I and the children whom God has given me.” 14 Since, 
therefore, the children share flesh and blood, he himself likewise shared the same 
things, so that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of 
death, that is, the devil, 15 and free those who all their lives were held in slavery 
by the fear of death. 16 For it is clear that he did not come to help angels but the 
descendants of Abraham. 17 Therefore he had to become like his brothers and 
sisters in every respect, so that he might become a merciful and faithful high 
priest in the service of God, to make a sacrifice of atonement for the sins of the 
people. 18 Because he himself was tested by what he suffered, he is able to help 
those who are being tested. 

L The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God.  
 
HYMN GOOD CHRISTIAN FRIENDS, REJOICE 

1. Good Christian friends, rejoice 
 With heart and soul and voice; 
 Give ye heed to what we say; 
 Jesus Christ is born today; 
 Ox and ass before Him bow, 
 And He is in the manger now 
 Christ is born today! 
 Christ is born today!  

2. Good Christian friends, rejoice 
 With heart and soul and voice; 
 Now ye need not fear the grave; 
 Jesus Christ was born to save! 
 Calls you one and calls you all 
 To gain His everlasting hall. 
 Christ was born to save! 
 Christ was born to save! 

 
  



*GOSPEL  Matthew 2:13-23 

In a dream, Joseph is warned to flee to Egypt to protect the infant Jesus from the 
jealousy of Herod. 

P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew 2:13-23 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
P 13 Now after [the magi] had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a 

dream and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and 
remain there until I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy 
him.” 14 Then Joseph got up, took the child and his mother by night, and went to 
Egypt 15 and remained there until the death of Herod. This was to fulfill what had 
been spoken by the Lord through the prophet, “Out of Egypt I have called my 
son.” 16 When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the magi, he was infuriated, 
and he sent and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two 
years old or under, according to the time that he had learned from the 
magi. 17 Then what had been spoken through the prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled: 

 18 “A voice was heard in Ramah, wailing and loud lamentation, Rachel weeping 
for her children; she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.”  

 19 When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to 
Joseph in Egypt and said, 20 “Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the 
land of Israel, for those who were seeking the child’s life are dead.” 21 Then 
Joseph got up, took the child and his mother, and went to the land of Israel. 22 But 
when he heard that Archelaus was ruling Judea in place of his father Herod, he 
was afraid to go there. And after being warned in a dream, he went away to the 
district of Galilee. 23 There he made his home in a town called Nazareth, so that 
what had been spoken through the prophets might be fulfilled, “He will be called 
a Nazarene.” 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
CHILDREN’S SERMON 
 
SERMON 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HYMN OF THE DAY                   “What Child Is This” ELW 296

 



THE PRAYERS 
A Empowered by the news of Christ’s birth, let us pray boldly for the church, 

creation, and all who are in need. 
A brief silence. 

God of grace, you show us mercy not according to our worthiness, but 
according to the abundance of your steadfast love. Grant us the courage to go 
into the world and do likewise. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
God of abundance, the sun and moon praise you and the shining stars sing of 
your love. Where we have desecrated your creation, make us into a healing 
balm for what we have broken. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of righteousness, when leaders fail to fulfill their calls to enact justice, you 
suffer alongside us. Propel those in power to see you reflected in the faces of 
all they serve. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of life, you claim us as your own and care for us as Christ’s siblings. Pour 
out your compassion in every place your people suffer, and protect them in the 
palm of your hand. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
God of compassion, you nurture children as the apple of your eye. As you 
sheltered your son Jesus from Herod’s grasp, shelter all children in danger. As 
you comforted Rachel, comfort all who have lost children to violence. Hear us, 
O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 God of love, you console those who weep for lost beloved ones. Even as we 

mourn, we offer thanks for those who have gone before us, trusting in your 
comfort and protection. Hear us, O God. 

 Your mercy is great. 
 With the joy of Christ’s birth in our hearts, we commend our prayers to you, O 

God, trusting in your boundless mercy and eternal love; through Jesus Christ 
our Savior. 

 Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ's peace, 
and may say, "Peace be with you," or similar words. 

The assembly is seated. 



THE MEAL 

OFFERTORY     Organ Solo 

There are several ways of making your offerings to God during this time. One is to 
place your offering in our offering plates as they are passed. You can give 

electronically at https://stpaulsyorkst.org/give or scan this QR Code and when the plate 
passes by, you may simply meditate on the gifts that you are currently making online 
or monthly. We do have cards that you can put in the plate indicating that you give 

electronically. A supply of those cards is available at each entrance to the sanctuary. 

If you are not able to give monetarily during this time, know that your prayers and praise are a pleasing 
offering to God. If you can give a little more during this time, please consider doing so as a way of 

supporting your fellow disciples who are not able to. 

 
*OFFERING RESPONSE      “In the Bleak Midwinter”  ELW 294, 3rd verse only 
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OFFERTORY PRAYER 
A God of glory, 
C great are your wonders among us and many are the blessings you 

bestow. Use us and these your gifts for the needs of the world, that all the 
ends of the earth may rejoice in your saving grace, through Christ our 
Savior.  Amen. 

 
GREAT THANKSGIVING 
P  The Lord be with you. 
C  And also with you. 
  Lift up your hearts. 
  We lift them up to the Lord. 
  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 
Savior Jesus Christ. In the wonder and mystery of the Word made flesh you 
have opened the eyes of faith to a new and radiant vision of your glory, that, 
beholding the God made visible, we may be drawn to love the God whom we 
cannot see. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and 
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

  (tune of “Hark the Herald Angels Sing” at “Holy, holy”) 
  Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of heav’n and earth adored. 
  O how blest is He who comes In the holy name of God. 
  Joyful, all you nations rise; Join the triumph of the skies; 
  With angelic hosts proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 
  Hark!  The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newborn king!” 
 

  



*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 

Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

C Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

 With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of 
grace and truth. We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We 
look with hope for his coming. 

 Come, Lord Jesus. 
 Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your 

Word take flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift 
of peace on earth. 

 Come, Holy Spirit. 
 All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, 

Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever. 
 Amen! 
 
*LORD’S PRAYER  
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray… 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

 



*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P A child has been born for us, a Son given to us. Come, receive the gift of Jesus. 

All are welcome to commune. If you wish to receive communion from your seat, please let an usher 
know. Gluten free wafers and grape juice are also available. 

COMMUNION HYMN SILENT NIGHT, HOLY NIGHT! 
1. Silent night, holy night! 
 All is calm, all is bright 
 Round yon virgin mother and child 
 Holy infant, so tender and mild 
 Sleep in heavenly peace. 
 Sleep in heavenly peace. 

2. Silent night, holy night! 
 Shepherds quake at the sight; 
 Glories stream from heaven afar, 

 Heav’nly hosts sign alleluia! 
 Christ the Savior is born! 
 Christ the Savior is born! 

3. Silent night, holy night! 
Son of God Loves pure light 
Radiant beams from your holy face 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at your birth, 
Jesus, Lord, at your birth. 

 
COMMUNION HYMN IT CAME UPON THE MIDNIGHT CLEAR 
1. It came upon the midnight clear, 
 That glorious song of old, 
 From angels bending near the earth 
 To touch their harps of gold: 
 “Peace on earth, good will to all, 
 From heav’n’s all gracious King.” 
 The world in solemn stillness lay 
 To hear the angels sing.   

2. Still through the cloven skies they 
come 

 With peaceful wings unfurled, 
 And still their heav’nly music floats 
 O’er all the weary world. 
 Above its sad and lonely plains 
 They bend on hov;ring wing, 
 And ever o’er its babel sounds 
 The blessed angels sing. 

3. And you beneath life’s crushing load, 
 whose forms are bending low,  
 who toil along the climbing way 
 with painful steps and slow: 
 look now, for glad and golden hours 
 Come swiftly on the wing; 
 oh rest beside the weary road 
 And hear the angels sing! 

4 . For lo! The days are hast’ning on, 
  by prophets seen of old, 
 when with the ever circling years 
 Shall come the time foretold, 
 when peace shall over all the earth 
 its ancient splendors fling, 
 and all the world give back the song 
 Which now the angels sing 

 
  



POST-COMMUNION PRAYER 
A Incarnate God, you are among us at this table. May we treasure this gift and 

ponder in our hearts the mystery of your presence. Move us to discover the 
wonders of your love in the everyday moments of our lives, through Christ born 
in us. 

C Amen. 
 
BLESSING 
P The triune God, glorious Mystery, holy Incarnate One, abiding Comforter, 

☩ bless you with endless grace, peace, and joy. 

C Amen. 
 
SENDING HYMN GO TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN 
Refrain  
 Go tell it on the mountain, 
 Over the hills and ev’rywhere; 
 Go tell it on the mountain 
 That Jesus Christ is born! 
 
1. While shepherds kept their watching 
 O’er silent flocks by night, 
 Behold, throughout the heavens 
 There shone a holy light.  Refrain 

2. The shepherds feared and trembled 
 When, lo, above the earth 
 Rang out the angel chorus 
 That hailed our Savior’s birth.  

Refrain 
3. Down in a lonely manger 
 The humble Christ was born; 
 And God sent us salvation 
 That blessed Christmas morn.  
Refrain 

 
DISMISSAL 
P Glory to God in the highest! 
C And peace to God’s people on earth! 

Go in joy. Embody God’s redeeming grace. 
 We are called through Christ to praise God and love generously. Thanks 

be to God.  
 
POSTLUDE 
  
* Stand if you are comfortable  
 
Holy Communion:  A Christmas Carol Service” text copyright ©1995 Augsburg Fortress 
Portions from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS103665 
"Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream the some or all of the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with 
license #A-707280. All rights reserved.” 
"Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream the some or all of the music in this service obtained from CCLI with license #A-
779220. All rights reserved. 
 
  



 December 28 January 4, 2026 
Guest Organist Becky Ellis Becky Ellis 
Assisting Minister Frank Hueske Russ Kaltreider 
Acolyte Nora Weible Matthew Kaltreider 
Lay Reader Norma Lucabaugh Jon Shaw 
Communion Distributors Sherry Cracium-Bolin Suzanne Butler 
 Frank Hueske Donna Lehman 
Ushers Michael Kelly Bob Colehouse 
 Sharon Kelly Dan Furhman 
Altar Committee Linda Knapp  Becki Davis 
 Sally Lovelace  Norma Lucabaugh 
    Janet Haack (Linens) 

 
THE ALTAR FLOWERS are sponsored to the glory of God and in in loving memory of my 
parents Betty M. Myers and Llewynn (Sparky) Myers by Diana and Bryan G. Smith. 
 
THE ETERNAL FLAME is sponsored to the glory of God and in loving memory of our 
grandparents Betty M. Myers and Llewynn (Sparky) Myers by Trisha Foster and Matthew 
Smith. 
 
DECEMBER’S DESIGNATED GIVING will go to the Hanover Area Council of Churches’ 
Changing Lives Shelter. 
 
JANUARY’S DESIGNATED GIVING will go to the Hanover Area Council of Churches. 
 
PASTOR JASON WILL CONTINUE MID-WEEK DEVOTIONS ON WEDNESDAY, 
January 7, from 12:15 – 12:35 pm. All are welcome to join us in the church lounge.  
 
2026 OFFERING ENVELOPE BOXES are available to pick up in the hallway on the pulpit 
side. Please do not use any of the new offering envelopes from your box before 
January 1, 2026 to ensure that you are properly credited for your offerings.   
 
JOIN US TODAY following worship in Fellowship Hall for a Faith Formation event including 
a nativity pageant led by our younger members. ALL will be able to participate in telling the 
story by joining in with the singing of Christmas hymns. We'll end our time together with a 
small "Happy Birthday, Jesus!" celebration.  
 
ST. PAUL’S MEN IN MISSION are sponsoring a "Healthy Steps for Older Adults" in 
conjunction with the York County Office of the Aging. This is a 2-session class to be held in 
our fellowship hall on Monday, March 23rd and 30th, from 10am-12 noon. More details and 
a sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board across from Pastor Jason's office. Class is limited 
to 15 people. 



SPONSORSHIPS AVAILABLE: Please contact Carmen Buckley in the church office or 
at assistant@stpaulsyorkst.org 
Radio–Jan. 11, 18 & 25 ($60 per date or any portion you desire per date) 
Altar Flowers- Jan. 11, 18 & 25 (2 vases at $20 each) 
Communion Bread and Wine- Jan. 11, 18 & 25  ($12 each date) 
Worship Bulletins- Jan. 11, 18 & 25 ($20 each date) 
Eternal Flame- Jan. 11, 18 & 25 ($10 each date) 
 
CARDS TO HOMEBOUND - A sign-up sheet can be found on the bulletin board by Pastor’s 
Office. There you will see a list of those of our members that are homebound with their 
birthdates and addresses. Please pick at least one member and make a commitment to 
seeing that the person gets a birthday card and a card for major holidays in 2026. This is an 
easy way for us to share Christ’s love and concern for those of our members that are no 
longer able to attend church. We would like to have everyone covered by January 1, 2026. 
Thanks for helping with this project. 
 
 

 
 SUN., DEC. 28 8:30 am Radio Broadcast – 95.3 FM & 1280 AM 
  9:30 am Worship Service – 1st Sunday of Christmas 
  Immediately following Worship Coffee Hour – Fellowship Hall 
   Intergenerational Faith Formation – Fellowship Hall 
 
 THUR., JAN. 1  HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
 
 FRI., JAN. 2 3:00 pm Grocery Ministry prep – Gym 
 
 SAT., JAN. 3 9:00 am Grocery Ministry – St. Paul’s Council 
  11:00 am Private Use – Fellowship Hall 
  5:00 pm Saturday Evening Service 
  6:15 pm Narcotics Anonymous – Fellowship Hall 
 
 SUN., JAN. 4 8:30 am Radio Broadcast – 95.3 FM & 1280 AM 
  9:30 am Worship Service – 2nd Sunday of Christmas 
  Immediately following Worship Coffee Hour – lounge 
   Faith Formation – Children - 2nd floor 
   Daily Discipleship class – nursery across from lounge 
 

THE CHURCH OFFICE IS CLOSED THROUGH JANUARY 5 
AND WILL RE-OPEN ON TUESDAY, JANUARY 6 AT 9 AM 

 

 

mailto:assistant@stpaulsyorkst.org

