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WELCOME TO ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH! 

 
If you are seeking a faith community, exploring faith, desire to be a part of our 
ministries, or have questions; please feel free to speak with the pastor.  
 

 
 
Our Purpose:  
We are called through Christ to praise God and love generously. 
 
Guiding Principles: 

As instruments of God’s love, when you see us at our best you will see us: 
–Generously stewarding God’s gifts of resources, time, and talents 
–Serving as God’s hands & feet in ministries & missions of outreach to all 
–Providing for the care of God’s people, both physically and spiritually 
–Growing in Faith through worship, study, and discernment 
–Praising God through music, word, and service 
–Welcoming all people into fellowship with God 
 
 

Important Worship Notes 

 

All liturgies are printed within this bulletin. 

 

Children’s activity bags and children’s bulletins are located on the podium in the 

hallway on the pulpit side of the sanctuary.  Children’s activity bags are also 

located on the coat rack behind the door of the choir loft side of the sanctuary. 

 

P: Pastor C: Congregation L: Lay Reader A: Assisting Minister 

If you are communing, please be sure to fill out a communion record card, for 
our church records, and place it in the offering plate. Thank you. 
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+ 12TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST + 
August 31, 2025 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 

Invited and inviting—that is the nature of the church. By God’s grace in holy baptism we 
have a place at Christ’s banquet table. When, by the power of that same Spirit, humility 
and mutual love continue among us, the church can be more inviting still. 

 
 

THE GATHERING 
 
 

WELCOME 
 
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
Merciful God, 
you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors and follow our 
own way. You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, but we turn away 
from the abundant life you offer. You surround us with patience, kindness, 
and generosity, but we grow weary in doing what is right. In your mercy, 
forgive us. Do not give up on us. Heal us, break our bonds, and show us 
the path of life. 
Amen. 
You belong to Christ Jesus and you are God’s children through faith. In the 

cross of ☩ Christ, and through the power of the Holy Spirit, your sins are 

forgiven. 
Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation. 

C Amen. 
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*GATHERING HYMN “Gather Us In” ELW 532 
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*GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 
*HYMN OF PRAISE 

 
 
*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray. 
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 O God, you resist those who are proud and give grace to those who are humble. 
Give us the humility of your Son, that we may embody the generosity of Jesus 
Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 

THE WORD 

FIRST READING  Proverbs 25:6-7a 

The book of Proverbs is part of a collection of writings known as wisdom 

literature. Wisdom literature gave directions to Israel’s leaders and people 

for the conduct of daily life. Today’s reading is about humility. 

L The First Reading according to Proverbs 25:6-7a 
6 Do not put yourself forward in the king’s presence or stand in the place of the 
great, 7a for it is better to be told, “Come up here,” than to be put lower in the 
presence of a noble. 
The word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
THE PSALM Psalm 112 read responsively 
A 1 Hallelujah! Happy are they who fear the LORD and have great delight in God’s 

commandments! 
C 2 Their descendants will be mighty in the land; the generation of the 

upright will be blessed. 
 3 Wealth and riches will be in their house, and their righteousness will last 

forever. 
 4 Light shines in the darkness for the upright; the righteous are merciful 

and full of compassion. 
 5 It is good for them to be generous in lending and to manage their affairs with 

justice. 
 6 For they will never be shaken; the righteous will be kept in everlasting 

remembrance. 
 7 They will not be afraid of any evil rumors; their heart is steadfast, trusting in the 

LORD. 
 8 Their heart is established and will not shrink, until they see their desire 

upon their enemies. 
 9 They have given freely to the poor, and their righteousness stands fast forever; 

they will hold up their head with honor. 
 10 The wicked will see it and be angry; they will gnash their teeth and pine 

away; the desires of the wicked will perish. 
 Holy wisdom, holy word. 

Thanks be to God.  
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SECOND READING  Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16 

The conclusion of the letter to the Hebrews contains suggestions for the conduct of a 
holy life, all of which are shaped by God’s love toward us in Jesus Christ. 

L The Second Reading according to Hebrews 13:1-8, 15-16 
 1 Let mutual affection continue. 2 Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, 

for by doing that some have entertained angels without knowing it. 3 Remember 
those who are in prison, as though you were in prison with them, those who are 
being tortured, as though you yourselves were being tortured. 4 Let marriage be 
held in honor by all, and let the marriage bed be kept undefiled, for God will judge 
the sexually immoral and adulterers. 5 Keep your lives free from the love of 
money, and be content with what you have, for he himself has said, “I will never 
leave you or forsake you.” 6 So we can say with confidence, “The Lord is my 
helper; I will not be afraid. What can anyone do to me?” 7 Remember your leaders, 
those who spoke the word of God to you; consider the outcome of their way of 
life, and imitate their faith. 8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and 
forever. 15 Through him, then, let us continually offer a sacrifice of praise to God, 
that is, the fruit of lips that confess his name. 16 Do not neglect to do good and to 
share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God. 

 The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
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*GOSPEL  Luke 14:1, 7-14 

Jesus observes guests jockeying for position at the table. He uses the opportunity to 
teach his hearers to choose humility rather than self-exaltation. Jesus also makes an 
appeal for hosts to imitate God’s gracious hospitality to those in need. 

P The Holy Gospel according to Luke 14:1, 7-14 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 1 On one occasion when Jesus was going to the house of a leader of the 

Pharisees to eat a meal on the Sabbath, they were watching him closely.  7 When 
he noticed how the guests chose the places of honor, he told them a 
parable. 8 “When you are invited by someone to a wedding banquet, do not sit 
down at the place of honor, in case someone more distinguished than you has 
been invited by your host, 9 and the host who invited both of you may come and 
say to you, ‘Give this person your place,’ and then in disgrace you would start to 
take the lowest place. 10 But when you are invited, go and sit down at the lowest 
place, so that when your host comes, he may say to you, ‘Friend, move up 
higher’; then you will be honored in the presence of all who sit at the table with 
you. 11 For all who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble 
themselves will be exalted.” 12 He said also to the one who had invited him, “When 
you give a luncheon or a dinner, do not invite your friends or your brothers and 
sisters or your relatives or rich neighbors, in case they may invite you in return, 
and you would be repaid. 13 But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the 
crippled, the lame, and the blind. 14 And you will be blessed because they cannot 
repay you, for you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous.” 

C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
CHILDREN’S SERMON  Pastor Dan Yeiser 

Following the Children’s Sermon, Children and Children’s Church leaders are 
dismissed to Children’s Church and will return for the Sharing of the Peace. 

 
SERMON  Pastor Dan Yeiser 
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*HYMN OF THE DAY “As We Gather at Your Table” ELW 522 
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*APOSTLES’ CREED 
A Let us affirm our faith through the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
*PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
A Let us pray for the church, the creation, and the whole people of God, for God is 

near. 
  A brief silence. 
 For the leaders of the church, we pray. Inspire deacons, pastors, Sunday 

school teachers, and Christian education directors with a passion for speaking 
the word of God. Equip all the baptized to share your word of grace. Hear us, O 
God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
For the well-being of creation, we pray. Sustain farm workers and all who labor 
in fields and vineyards to grow the food we eat. Revive plains and pastures, and 
provide for the cattle and creatures who rely on the land for their sustenance. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
For the leaders of towns, cities, provinces, states, and nations, we pray. Guide 
them to enact equitable laws and policies for all. On this Labor/Labour Day 
weekend, make us mindful of workers whose labor often goes unnoticed. Hear 
us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 



11 
 

For the lowly and those who are ignored, we pray. Provide for the needs of 
vulnerable communities, those who are unemployed, burdened by debt, or 
struggle to make ends meet. Accompany all who need reassurance of your 
loving presence. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
For the hospitality ministries of this congregation, we pray. Give ushers and 
greeters a spirit of welcome for visitors, and bless the work of those who feed 
and nourish us. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
For all the saints who from their labors rest, we give thanks. With them, we offer 
our sacrifice of praise to you, O God, the same yesterday and today and 
forever. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
Confident in God’s presence and promise, we entrust our prayers to the one 
who always receives them; through Jesus Christ, our wisdom and companion. 

 Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ's peace, and may say,  
"Peace be with you," or similar words. 

The assembly is seated. 

 
THE MEAL 

OFFERING 
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OFFERTORY SONG “Blest Be the Tie That Binds” ELW 656 

 
 
There are several ways of making your offerings to God during this time. One is to place your offering in 
our offering plates as they are passed. You can give electronically at https://stpaulsyorkst.org/give and 
when the plate passes by, you may simply meditate on the gifts that you are currently making online or 
monthly. We do have cards that you can put in the plate indicating that you give electronically. A supply 

of those cards is available at each entrance to the sanctuary. 
If you are not able to give monetarily during this time, know that your prayers and praise are a pleasing 

offering to God. If you can give a little more during this time, please consider doing so as a way of 
supporting your fellow disciples who are not able to. 

 

*OFFERING RESPONSE     “We Bring the Sacrifice of Praise”  Kirk Dearman 

 

about:blank
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*OFFERTORY PRAYER 
A Let us pray, 

Merciful Father, 
C we offer with joy and thanksgiving what you have first given us—our 

selves, our time, and our possessions, signs of your gracious love. 
Receive them for the sake of him who offered himself for us, Jesus Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 
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*DIALOGUE 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
*PREFACE 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior 
Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious 
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs 
of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name 
and join their unending hymn: 

 
*SANCTUS 

 

 
 
*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great 

love you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and 
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suffering, who preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened 
his arms to all. 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for 
the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his 
coming in glory. 
Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who 
share this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to 
whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
*LORD’S PRAYER  
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray… 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation,  but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P Come to the banquet, for all in now ready. 

All are welcome to commune. 
If you wish to receive communion from your seat, please let an usher know. 

Gluten free wafers and grape juice are also available. 
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*AGNUS DEI 

 

 
 

 
DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 
 
COMMUNION HYMN “Here Is Bread” ELW 483 
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COMMUNION HYMN “Awesome God” Mullins 
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*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace.  
C Amen. 
 
*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A Let us pray. 

Parenting God, you gathered us to your table and we drank deeply of your 
grace. Send us out by your Spirit to love our neighbors as ourselves and 
proclaim your love in Jesus’ name.  

C Amen. 
 
*BLESSING 

P The love of God abound in you; the grace of our Savior ☩ Jesus Christ fill your 

hearts; and the life of the Spirit bless you and give you peace. 
C Amen. 
 
*SENDING HYMN “O God beyond All Praising” ELW 880 
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*DISMISSAL 
A  Go in peace. Live by the Spirit. 
C  We are called through Christ to praise God and love generously. Thanks be 

to God.  
 
POSTLUDE 
 
* Stand if you are able  
Portions from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS103665   "Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream 
some or all of the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-707280. All rights reserved.” 
"Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream some or all of the music in this service obtained from CCLI with license #A-779220. All 
rights reserve 

************************************************************************************************** 

THE RADIO BROADCAST is sponsored to the glory of God and in memory of James 
and Gladys George by Toby and Sally Lovelace. 
 
BOTH VASES OF ALTAR FLOWERS are sponsored to the glory of God and in memory 
of Rosalind Adams’ birthday on September 1st by her daughter, Karen McDermitt. 
 
THE COMMUNION BREAD AND WINE is sponsored to the glory of God and in memory 
of Robert and Mary Lovelace by Toby and Sally Lovelace. 
 
THE WORSHIP BULLETINS are sponsored to the glory of God and in honor of Sam 
George’s birthday today by Toby and Sally Lovelace. 
 
THE ETERNAL FLAME is sponsored to the glory of God and in memory Rob Lovelace 
III’s birthday today by Toby and Sally Lovelace. 
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 August 31 September 7 
Saturday night Worship Deb & Bill Sowers (8/30) Linda Zellers (9/6) 
Assisting Minister: Frank Hueske  Russ Kaltreider 
Acolyte: Leah Kaltreider  Dilynn Long 
Lay Reader: Frank Hueske  Christopher Johnson 
Communion Distributors Peg Sennett  Suzanne Butler 
 Frank Hueske  Sherry Cracium-Bolin 
Ushers: Bob Colehouse  Donna Lehman 
 Dan Fuhrman  Cindy Schmidt 
Altar: Linda Knapp  Ginny Murray 
 Sally Lovelace  Donna Lehman 

 
JOIN US FOR COFFEE HOUR down the hall in the church lounge immediately following 
the 9:30 Worship Service.   
 
HOMEBOUND VISITATION PROGRAM - I know that in the past some of you served 
as visitors to St. Paul’s homebound members.  I believe that COVID took a toll on this 
program.  I informed the Executive Committee last week that I would like to resurrect 
this fine program. We currently have about eighteen homebound members that I know 
would appreciate visits from their fellow disciples/members at St. Paul’s.  The current 
listing is on the bulletin board across from my office.  Whether you are one of the recent 
visitors or would like to take part in this visitation ministry, please express your interest 
to Pastor Dan and/or Carmen in the office.  Participants will visit one to three homebound 
members monthly and distribute communion to them.  This program does not replace 
my pastoral visits but does supplement them.  There will be a training session for all who 
would like to serve as visitors.                                                        - Pastor Dan Yeiser 
 
PASTOR DAN CONTINUES TO OFFER MID-WEEK DEVOTIONS ON WEDNESDAY 
from 12:15 – 12:35 pm. This brief service consists of prayer, scripture reading and silent 
meditation. All are welcome to join us at 12:15 pm in the church lounge.  
 
AUGUST’S DESIGNATED GIVING is for New Hope Ministries.  
 
GOD'S WORK OUR HANDS SUNDAY will be held next Sunday, September 7. There 
will be a special worship service, followed by volunteer activities, ministry fair, 
and fellowship meal. Please sign up for the meal on the sheet located by the 
pastor's office OR call/email Carmen to let us know you plan to attend! We want 
to be sure to have enough for everyone! 
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DURING THE MONTH OF SEPTEMBER THE CHURCH OFFICE will be on the 
following schedule:  Mon. - 8 am – 12 pm, Tues., Wed., Thur. and Fri. - 9 am – 4 pm. 
The church office will be closed for Carmen’s vacation from Mon., Sept. 15th 
through Mon., Sept. 22nd. 
 
SEPTEMBER SPECIAL DESIGNATED GIVING IS FOR LUTHERAN DISASTER 
RESPONSE – Texas Flooding 
 
SPONSORSHIPS AVAILABLE: Please contact Carmen Buckley in the church 
office or at assistant@stpaulsyorkst.org 
Radio–Sept. 7, 21 & 28 ($60 per date or any portion you desire per date) 

Altar Flowers-Sept. 21 & 28 (2 vases at $20 each) 
Communion Bread and Wine-Sept. 21 & 28 ($12 each date) 
Worship Bulletins-Sept. 21 & 28 ($20 each date) 
Eternal Flame-Sept. 21 & 28 ($10 each date) 
 
WHAT DOES THE OFFICE OF THE AGING OFFER TO HELP SENIORS?  On 
Saturday, September 20th (change of date from last week), a representative from 
York County’s Office for the Aging will be at St. Paul’s talking about the programs they 
have for seniors in York County.  It will be held in the Fellowship Hall from 9am to 
10:30am.  Coffee and doughnuts will be provided. This is a perfect time to learn more 
about programs that are available and to ask any questions you may have about them. 
A sign-up sheet is posted on the bulletin board across from the Pastor’s office to help 
us with seating and handouts.  
 
ANNUAL USED BOOK SALE - Our annual book sale will be held on Friday, October 
10th and Saturday, October 11th.  We will begin collecting books September 1st and 
can be placed on the stage in the Fellowship hall. Books, DVD’s, and Puzzles are 
accepted. This is our annual fundraiser and funds are used in support of our Youth. Our 
thanks to everyone for their past support and look forward to another successful year.  
 
OCTOBER BOOK STUDY - Do you feel weighed down with worry?  Could you use 
some calm? Join us for a Tuesday Evening Book Study of Anxious for Nothing; 
Finding Calm in a Chaotic World by Max Lucado beginning October 7 at 7 PM in the 
conference room.  This book will help us learn how to invite God to reframe the way we 
face our fears based on Philippians 4:6-7.  Gay Dickson will facilitate the book study.  
Please sign up on the sheet by the pastor’s office or contact Carmen no later than 
September 21 so we may order your book.   
 
SISTERS IN FAITH - Our annual retreat will be at Mar-Lu-Ridge on October 10-12.  It’s 

mailto:assistant@stpaulsyorkst.org
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not too late to sign up.  See Deb Sowers or call the church office at 717-637-5941. 
 
HANOVER AGAINST HUNGER - Mark your calendars! We are looking for 20 
volunteers to participate in the Hanover Against Hunger food packaging event on Nov. 
1 (afternoon shift). Look for more details and how to register in the September Evangel 
and in fall worship bulletins.   
 
HANOVER TEXAS ROADHOUSE IS HELPING HANOVER AGAINST HUNGER - 
Have a great meal and help to feed others. Tell your server at Texas Road House in 
Hanover that you are there in support of Hanover Against Hunger.  When you do, 10% 
of all designated Hanover Texas Roadhouse food / beverage (including alcohol) 
purchases, 10% of carry-out, and 10% of gift card purchases made in conjunction with 
your visit on: 

• September 7, 8, 21, or 22 

• October 5, 6, 19 or 20 
************************************************************************************************** 
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 SUN., AUG. 31 8:30 am Radio Broadcast – 95.3 FM & 1280 AM 
  9:30 am Worship Service – 12th Sunday after Pentecost 
 Immediately following Worship Coffee Hour – Lounge 
 
 
 MON., SEPT. 1  LABOR DAY – Church Office is closed 
 
 
 TUES., SEPT. 2 10:30 am L.I.U. Class – Fellowship Hall 
  5:00 pm Property Committee meeting 
 
 
 WED., SEPT. 3 12:15 pm Midweek Devotions – Lounge 
  6:00 pm Christian Ed. Committee meeting 
  6:30 pm Faith in Action Committee meeting – Fellowship Hall 
  7:00 pm Worship and Music Committee meeting 
 
 
 THUR., SEPT. 4  2026 Budget Figures are due 
  7:00 pm Boy Scout Troop 102 
  7:00 om Adult Choir 1 rehearsal 
 
 
 FRI., SEPT. 5  P.A.L. Team 1 
  3:00 pm Grocery Ministry prep – Gym 
 
 
 SAT., SEPT. 6 9:00 am Grocery Ministry – St. Paul’s Council 
  5:00 pm Saturday Evening Worship Service – lounge 
  6:15 pm Narcotics Anonymous – Fellowship Hall 
 
 
 SUN., SEPT. 7 8:30 am Radio Broadcast – 95.3 FM & 1280 AM 
  9:30 am Worship Service – 12th Sunday after Pentecost 
   Installation of Faith Formation Teachers and Leaders 
   God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday 
 Immediately following Worship Fellowship Meal and Service Projects-Fellowship Hall 
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