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WELCOME TO ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH!

If you are seeking a faith community, exploring faith, desire to be a part of our
ministries, or have questions; please feel free to speak with the pastor.

Our Purpose:
We are called through Christ to praise God and love generously.

Guiding Principles:

As instruments of God'’s love, when you see us at our best you will see us:
—Generously stewarding God’s gifts of resources, time, and talents
—Serving as God’s hands & feet in ministries & missions of outreach to all
—Providing for the care of God’s people, both physically and spiritually
—Growing in Faith through worship, study, and discernment

—Praising God through music, word, and service

—Welcoming all people into fellowship with God

Tonight’s service concludes in dimmed lighting. The lights will be raised after
the pastor exits the sanctuary, so that you may exit safely.

P - Pastor A - Assisting Minister
C - Congregation responses are in bold
*Stand as you are able

If you are communing, please be sure to fill out a communion record card, for
our church records, and place it in the offering plate. Thank you.




SERVICE OF HOLY COMMUNION
+ Maundy Thursday +

April 17, 2025
INTRODUCTION

This evening our Lenten observance comes to an end, and we gather with Christians
around the world to celebrate the Three Days of Jesus’ death and resurrection. Tonight
we remember Christ’s last meal with his disciples, but the central focus is his
commandment that we live out the promise embodied in this meal. As Jesus washed
his disciples’ feet, so we are called to give and receive love in humble service to one
another. Formed into a new body in Christ through this holy meal, we are transformed
by the mercy we have received and carry it into the world. Departing worship in solemn
silence, we anticipate the coming days.

PRELUDE “Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross” arr. Wagner
Handbell Choir

"Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross" arr. Doulas Wagner ©1995 Lorenz Publishing Co. All Rights Reserved
Reprinted/Podcast/Streamed with permission under One License #A-707280. All rights reserved.

SERMON Pastor Daniel Yeiser

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS (kneel or sit)

P Friends in Christ, in this Lenten season we have heard our Lord’s call to
struggle against sin, death, and the devil—all that keeps us from loving God
and each other. This is the struggle to which we were called at baptism. Within
the community of the church, God never wearies of forgiving sin and giving the
peace of reconciliation. On this night let us confess our sin against God and our
neighbor, and enter the celebration of the great Three Days reconciled with God
and with one another.

Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination.
Most merciful God,

C we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have
sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and
by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son,
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that
we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your
holy name. Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made
us alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of
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Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power
through the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.

Amen.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY

P

C

Let us pray.

Holy God, source of all love, on the night of his betrayal, Jesus gave us a new
commandment, to love one another as he loves us. Write this commandment in
our hearts, and give us the will to serve others as he was the servant of all, your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

FIRST READING Exodus 12:1-4, 11-14

Israel remembered its deliverance from slavery in Egypt by celebrating the festival of
Passover. This festival featured the Passover lamb, whose blood was used as a sign
to protect God'’s people from the threat of death. The early church described the Lord’s
supper using imagery from the Passover, especially in portraying Jesus as the lamb
who delivers God’s people from sin and death.

A

The First Reading according to Exodus 12:1-4, 11-14
1The LoRrD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: 2 This month shall
mark for you the beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the year for
you. 3 Tell the whole congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this month they
are to take a lamb for each family, a lamb for each household. #If a household
is too small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in obtaining one;
the lamb shall be divided in proportion to the number of people who eat of it.
[® Your lamb shall be without blemish, a year-old male; you may take it from the
sheep or from the goats. © You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this
month; then the whole assembled congregation of Israel shall slaughter it at
twilight. 7 They shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and
the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. 8 They shall eat the lamb that same
night; they shall eat it roasted over the fire with unleavened bread and bitter
herbs. ° Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in water, but roasted over the fire, with
its head, legs, and inner organs. 1° You shall let none of it remain until the
morning; anything that remains until the morning you shall burn. ] 1 This is how
you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in
your hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly. It is the passover of the LorD. *?For |
will pass through the land of Egypt that night, and | will strike down every
firstborn in the land of Egypt, both human beings and animals; on all the gods of
Egypt | will execute judgments: | am the LoRrb. '3 The blood shall be a sign for
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you on the houses where you live: when | see the blood, | will pass over you,
and no plague shall destroy you when | strike the land of Egypt.

14 This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it as a
festival to the LORD; throughout your generations you shall observe it as a
perpetual ordinance.

PSALM 116:1-2, 12-19 (read responsively)

A
C

! love the Lorp, who has heard my voice, and listened to my supplication,
’for the LoRD has given ear to me whenever | called.

?How shall | repay the LorbD for all the good things God has done for me?
131 will lift the cup of salvation and call on the name of the LorbD.

141 will fulfill my vows to the LoRrD in the presence of all God’s people.
15Precious in your sight, O LORD, is the death of your servants.

160 Lorp, truly | am your servant; | am your servant, the child of your
handmaid; you have freed me from my bonds.

7l will offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving and call upon the name of
theLoORD.

18| will fulfill my vows to the LoRrD in the presence of all God’s people,

¥in the courts of the LoRD’s house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 11:23-26

In the bread and cup of the Lord’s supper, we experience intimate fellowship with
Christ and with one another because it involves his body given for us and the new
covenant in his blood. Faithful participation in this meal is a living proclamation of
Christ’s death until he comes in the future.

A

The Second Reading according to 1 Corinthians 11:23-26

Z3For | received from the Lord what | also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus
on the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, ?*and when he had
given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body that is for you. Do this in
remembrance of me.” 2°In the same way he took the cup also, after supper,
saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you
drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26For as often as you eat this bread and drink
the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Return to the Lord

7 ! | [ ! ] | | {
7 T T E I — —— i e T S B A— —c—"
LAY ‘I I | =I :I ‘ 1 |
Q) o ——| |

Re- turn to the Lord, your God, for he is gra-cious and mer - ci- ful,

n [— ’

17 | [ —— | | | |
& e e s ————
ANILYS ‘_ﬁi & | & F

o) L hd T

slow to an - ger, and a - bound- ing in stead - fast love.
*GOSPEL John 13:1-17, 31b-35

The story of the last supper in John’s gospel recalls a remarkable event not mentioned
elsewhere: Jesus performs the duty of a slave, washing the feet of his disciples and
urging them to do the same for one other.

p
C

The Holy Gospel according to John 13:1-17, 31b-35

Glory to you, O Lord.

' Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to
depart from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in
the world, he loved them to the end. ? The devil had already put it into the heart
of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during supper Jesus,
knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had
come from God and was going to God, “ got up from the table, took off his outer
robe, and tied a towel around himself. ® Then he poured water into a basin and
began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied
around him. ® He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to
wash my feet?” ' Jesus answered, “You do not know now what | am doing, but
later you will understand.” & Peter said to him, “You will never wash my feet.”
Jesus answered, “Unless | wash you, you have no share with me.” ° Simon
Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my

head!” 1% Jesus said to him, “One who has bathed does not need to wash,
except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, though not all of
you.” 1 For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason he said, “Not all of
you are clean.” ? After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had
returned to the table, he said to them, “Do you know what | have done to

you? *You call me Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for that is what |

am. **Soif I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to
wash one another’s feet. '° For | have set you an example, that you also should
do as | have done to you. ‘°Very truly, | tell you, servants are not greater than
their master, nor are messengers greater than the one who sent them. '’ If you
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know these things, you are blessed if you do them.”

31b“Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in

him. 3?If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and
will glorify him at once. 3 Little children, | am with you only a little longer. You
will look for me; and as | said to the Jews so now | say to you, ‘Where | am
going, you cannot come.’ **| give you a new commandment, that you love one
another. Just as | have loved you, you also should love one another. ° By this
everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”
The Gospel of the Lord.

Praise to you, O Christ.

*HYMN OF THE DAY Where Charity and Love Prevail
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*PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

A

Holy God, we come to you in prayer for the church, your good creation, and all
who are in need.

A brief silence.
Heal the wounds of your church, O God. As we remember your commandment
to love one another, guide us toward reconciliation within the body of Christ.
Bless all who gather around the world and in this community for these holy
three days (local ecumenical partners may be named here). God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Renew the life of your creation. Restore lands suffering from chronic drought or
flood, and protect fragile habitats from destruction. Encourage all who strive to
build more sustainable systems for life and thriving. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Bring peace and justice among your people. Where there is oppression or fear,
bring liberation and hope. Instill wisdom and humility in local and national
leaders, and guide them to serve their communities in the way of Jesus. God of
grace,
hear our prayer.
Console all who suffer. We pray especially for all who are lonely and yearning
for community. Assure them of your loving presence. Come alongside all who
cry out to you in any need. God of grace,
hear our prayer.
In the bread and cup we share, you show us the way of love poured out for the
whole world. Nourish all who hunger in body or in spirit, that they experience
the life abundant that flows from you. God of grace,
hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.
We remember the saints who rest in you. We give thanks for all our beloved
dead. Confident of your steadfast love, we commend them to your eternal care.
God of grace,
hear our prayer.
Receive the prayers of your people and draw all things together in your love, in
the name of Jesus, who leads us from death to life.
Amen.

OFFERTORY ANTHEM “When | Survey the Wondrous Cross” arr. Kauffman

Handbell Choir

"When | Survey the Wondrous Cross" arr. Kauffman © 1986 Agape a div. of Hope Publishing Co. All Rights Reserved

Reprinted/Podcast/Streamed with permission under One License #A-707280. All rights reserved.



(Use this time to reflect on your financial and spiritual offerings to God.)

There are a number of ways of making your offerings to God during this time. One is to place your
offering in our offering plates in front of the pews or to give online at https://stpaulsyorkst.org/give. If you
prefer not to give online, you may of course mail a check to St. Paul’s. If you are not able to give
monetarily during this time, know that your prayers and praise are a pleasing offering to God. If you are
able to give a little more during this time, please consider doing so as a way of supporting your fellow

*OFFERTORY RESPONSE HYMN

disciples who are not able to.
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*OFFERTORY PRAYER

A

C

Let us pray.

Gracious Provider, you set your immense treasures among us, opening your heart to
the world. As we prepare to feast on your bountiful love, deepen our commitment to
sharing those treasures with others, through our Savior, Jesus Christ.

Amen.

*WORDS OF INSTITUTION

P

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.

Do this for the remembrance of me.


https://stpaulsyorkst/

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for
the forgiveness of sin.

Do this for the remembrance of me.

*LORD’S PRAYER

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray...

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.

*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P All who are hungry, come! The feast of grace is spread.

DISTIBUTION OF COMMUNION

All are welcome to commune
If you wish to receive communion from your seat, please let an usher know.
Gluten free wafers and grape juice are also available.

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
his grace.

C Amen.

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A Let us pray.
Lord Jesus, in a wonderful sacrament you strengthen us with the saving power
of your suffering, death, and resurrection. May this sacrament of your body and
blood so work in us that the fruits of your redemption will show forth in the way
we live, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

C Amen.

The sanctuary will be darkened as we live out the holy drama of Jesus' arrest and trial.

STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR (congregation may kneel or sit)

PSALM 22 (sung by Gretchen Walter)
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Once the pastor's robe and stole are removed, the pastor exits the sanctuary.
You may remain in quiet prayer as long as you wish.
We exit in silence.

The story continues this Friday evening at 8 p.m.
Join us as Jesus is condemned and put to death.

Portions from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS103665

"Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream some or all of the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license
#A-707280. All rights reserved.”

"Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream some or all of the music in this service obtained from CCLI with license #A-
779220. All rights reserved

"Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross" arr. Doulas Wagner

©1995 Lorenz Publishing Co.

All Rights Reserved

Reprinted/Podcast/Streamed with permission under One License #A-707280.
All rights reserved.

"When | Survey the Wondrous Cross" arr. Kauffman

© 1986 Agape a div. of Hope Publishing Co.

All Rights Reserved

Reprinted/Podcast/Streamed with permission under One License #A-707280.
All rights reserved.

THE COMMUNION BREAD AND WINE is sponsored to the glory of God by the Selby
family.

JOIN US FOR
GOOD FRIDAY — TENEBRAE WORSHIP SERVICE
Friday, April 18 at 8:00 pm

THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD: EASTER DAY WORSHIP SERVICE
Sunday, April 20 at 9:30 am
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