
1 

 

 

JESUS SAYS… 

 
4 For as in one body we have many members, and not all 
the members have the same function, 5 so we, who are 
many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are 
members one of another.1                 Romans 12:4-5   NRSV 
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MAY 2021 

 

ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
HANOVER, PENNSYLVANIA 17331 

Purpose:  We are called through Christ to praise God 
and love generously 
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ON DOING THE RIGHT THING 
 
   Sometimes doing "the right thing" can work 
against your own self-interest." "The great golf pro 
Tim Kite warned his playing partner, Grant Waite, 
that Waite was about to commit a rules infraction 

that would cost him two strokes. Waite corrected his behavior, avoided 
the two-stroke penalty, and went on to win the tournament, eking out a 
one-stroke victory, over Tom Kite. Not only did Kite lose the victory 
trophy, but he also lost $94,000 in prize money. But every day, Tom Kite 
reaps the return from his ethical act through the unwavering respect of 
his colleagues, and his own satisfaction with having done the right thing. 
   Nearly every day most of us are confronted with a situation in which 
we need to decide what is the right thing to do. These are not always 
easy decisions, and sometimes the most honest answer could result in 
heartache for another. One simple example is the appropriate answer to 
a spouse's question, "Do I look fat?" Answering them with something 
like, “compared to what,” is probably not very wise. So then, abrupt 
honesty may not always be the best policy. 
    Jesus shares with His listeners at the Sermon on the Mount these 
words: "Let your word be 'Yes, Yes' or 'No, No'; anything more than this 
comes from the evil one." Jesus cautions us that getting into the gray 
areas of gentle dishonesty can and will lead to trouble later on. Our 
hearts know this, but we rationalize, seeking to cause the least amount 
of pain or trouble. 
   Jim Carrey's movie "Liar, Liar" dramatized the humorous(?) effects of 
a first-rate liar who suddenly could not tell a lie. His new-found brutal 
honesty nearly gets him killed. Such is the situation we find ourselves in 
under the rules of this world. 
   I think that these matters require the very best of us in our purposeful 
“love your neighbor as yourself” mode. Following the commandment to 
love, what would Jesus do with a boss's order to substitute inferior 
parts? Would Jesus tell the CEO that her speech was wonderful (when it 
was not) in order to feather his nest? Would Jesus reply to Mary, 
“compared to what?” What do you think Jesus would suggest we do?  
   For times like these, we need to seek God's wisdom. Using the best of 
our hearts and minds as gifts from a loving creator, the best answers will 
grow out of our love for others and our desire to do the right thing. 

   Peace be with you, 

Pastor Burkhart 

Got a question …need to talk? 
The office is open and the phone is working. 
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Greetings, Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 

We find ourselves at a unique point in the calendar year. May positions the 
Church between two major Christian festivals: Easter and Pentecost. Neither 
festival is simply an individual holiday or celebration. Both are seasons of the 
church year, lasting multiple weeks. These seasons are also meant to shape 
how we live as Christians in the world.  

For most of this month we continue to celebrate the Easter Miracle of the 
Risen Christ. On the surface level, we all understand that 

for our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
he suffered death and was buried.  
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures. 

We know that His sacrifice erases our sin and opens the way to eternal 
life. That is only the beginning of what Easter means. Just as Jesus opened the 
minds and hearts of the disciples on the Road to Emmaus, so He seeks to 
open our minds and hearts to the truth of the Resurrection. Our freedom from 
sin and death is not an individual gift to be hoarded, rather it is a tool that 
equips us as servants of God in the world. Easter removes our fear of sin and 
death so that we can boldly praise God and love generously for the sake of 
the world. 

Pentecost arrives at the end of May this year. We all know that Pentecost 
is considered the “birth” of the Church on earth when the Holy Spirit descended 
upon believers. This is only the beginning of the story. Just like Easter, 
Pentecost equips us for service to God through the gift of the Holy Spirit. If 
Easter removes the fear of sin and death, then Pentecost replaces those fears 
with love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, 
and self-control (Galatians 5:22-23). Consider them the spiritual birthday 
presents of Pentecost to the Church. These Fruits of the Spirit fill our spiritual 
toolbox with everything we need to be active participants in God’s mission. Our 
newly adopted Purpose Statement, “We are called through Christ to praise 
God and love generously,” reminds us that we are partners with God in 
spreading the Gospel.  

Knowing where we are uniquely positioned on the Church calendar, let us 
also consider how we are uniquely positioned in history for God’s service. Many 
people lament the “decline” of the Church in the last fifty years and pity the loss 
of the Church’s prominence in society. May I suggest that rather than a call for 
lamentation, this is a call to action. We have seen how the pandemic has been 
a medium for increased service to our community here at St. Paul’s. We have 
adapted ministries and begun new ones. In many ways we are more actively 
engaged in God’s work than ever before. While it may have been difficult to 
attend church during the past year, we have made great strides in BEING the 
Church, in BEING God’s hands and feet at work in Hanover. I ask you to 
consider our current situation as a call to BOLDY STEP UP AND STEP OUT 
as an active participant in God’s service. As we approach Pentecost, still filled 
with Easter joy, consider how the Holy Spirit is calling YOU to BE the Church. 

God Bless, 
Russ Kaltreider, Council President 
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PROTOCOLS FOR STAFF, MEMBERS, 
VISITORS WHO BECOME ILL WITH COVID 
SYMPTOMS OR WHO TEST POSITIVE FOR 

COVID-19 

In compliance with CDC guidelines and in order 
to protect the health and safety of us all, please be reminded: 

1. If you become ill with COVID symptoms and you were in the church 
building or in contact with staff or a member of St. Paul’s, you 
are responsible to promptly notify the church office, Pastor 
Burkhart, or Peg Sennett, Chair of the Task Force. 

2. Any member of the Staff or Council who becomes aware of an 
individual ill with COVID symptoms as defined in #1, is 
responsible to notify Pastor Burkhart or Peg Sennett, Chair of 
the Task Force. 

For a complete review of protocols, refer to St. Paul's website for 
COVID-19 information under the NEWS banner. 
********************************************************************************** 
 
Our brother in Christ, Richard (Buck) Stonesifer, 
claimed the promise of his baptism on April 11, 2021. 
 
********************************************************************************** 

 
Saylor Lyn Lovelace, daughter of Toby and Kacie 
Lovelace and granddaughter of Toby and Sally 
Lovelace, was baptized on April 18, 2021. 
 

**********************************************************************************
MISSING LEARNING AND TALKING ABOUT 

GOD'S WORD? 
Craving more fellowship with your St. Paul's family? 

Consider joining the Daily Disciples Faith Formation 
(adult) class! In addition to fellowship with each 
other, we discuss how to apply the weekly Gospel 
lesson to our own lives. Although we'd love to see 
you each week, each week's lesson is self-
contained (you can miss weeks and not feel 
"behind"). If ZOOM with video is not your "thing", 
please know you can join without video and stay 
muted just to listen in! Hope you'll consider joining us!  

Join Zoom Meeting Link  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8270109787 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8270109787
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EPHESIANS 

William Barclay called Ephesians “The Queen 
of the Epistles.” It is a breathtaking treaty from Paul 
elaborating the reconciling work of God in Christ 
Jesus, i.e., making all human beings into one people 
as “the Body of Christ,” conquering the hostile 
cosmic powers of sin and death, the creation of a 
new humanity, and the creation of a new society 
founded and grounded in God. We approach the 
letter to the Ephesians “the greatest” and “most 
relevant of Paul’s works” properly with a sense of awe and wonder. 

In Ephesians, Paul elaborates on two fundamental Christian 
themes. The first theme (chaps. 1-3) regards faithful doctrine regarding 
the new life and new society in Christ which God has brought into being 
by the death and resurrection of His Son. The second theme (chaps. 4-
6) teaches the new standards for life and relationships expected of 
Christian believers. This second theme takes us from theory to practice; 
from “This is the way things are now,” to “therefore, we are to honor God 
by living like this.” 

May Study:   
Open Up: 
What do you remember best of Thanksgiving Day as a child? 
 
Read Chapter 1, verses 15 -23  
 
Dig In:  
1. What did Paul pray for the Ephesians and what motivated him to pray for 

them?      
 
2. How is the fullness of Christ (vs 23) related to the fulfillment of God’s 

purpose for the Church (vs 18 - 22?)      
 
3. How would you describe our relationship to Jesus from this passage? 
 
4. How is Jesus’ place in our lives related to hope and power? 
 
Reflection: 
1. What kind of changes in yourself would you expect if this study group 

prayed verses 17 – 19 for your life’s journey? 
 
2. In light of the power for life in Christ offered to Christians (v. 19) what is 

your favorite excuse for “operating on only 4 cylinders? Why not all 8? 
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GLEANINGS FROM THE APRIL 2021 
ZOOM GATHERING OF CHURCH COUNCIL 

Mission: To fulfill the command given in Matthew 25:35 
“for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and 
you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you 
welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I 
was sick and you took care of me, I was in prison and you 
visited me.” And the King will answer, truly I tell you, just as 
you did it unto one of the least of these, my brothers and 
sisters, you did unto me”                               Matthew 25:40 

• Making a difference moments are the increase of ZOOM 
attendance, Easter Worship service and the participation of 
recipients and volunteers in the Saturday Morning Grocery Ministry 

• The 2020 audit of St. Paul’s Financials is complete. 

• Council approved the update to the Lay Personnel Policy. 

• Council approved $750.00 from Mission Fund held in the 
Endowment Fund for registration for six volunteers to go to New 
Bern, NC April 25th to May 1st. 

• The date for the Annual Congregational Meeting is December 12, 
2021. 

• The short-range and long-range plans for St. Paul’s will be reviewed 
with committees in May. 

• As of the meeting, six applications for summer camp have been 
received.  Please contact Laura Silver(silverlkw@hotmail.com) for 
further information. 

• How is God calling you to serve this congregation? 

Do not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, 
which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in 
Christ Jesus.                                                                           Philippians 4:6-7 

********************************************************************************** 

 
CHURCH ATTENDANCE 

Indoor Worship – Sundays at 9:30 am 

March 28-Palm Sunday ....... 62 ZOOM ....................... 9 
Maundy Thursday ................ 34 ZOOM ....................... 6 
Good Friday ......................... 59 ZOOM ....................... 5 
April 4-Easter Sunday ......... 95 ZOOM ..................... 15 
April 11 ................................ 64 ZOOM ..................... 11 
April 18 ................................ 79 ZOOM ....................... 8 
April 25 ................................ 59 ZOOM ....................... 8 
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STEWARDS OF OUR 
ELDERS’ WISDOM 

“Honor your father and your 
mother, so that your days may 
be long in the land that the 
Lord your God is giving you.” –
Exodus 20:12 

This month and next, as our 
culture celebrates Mother’s 
Day and Father’s Day, God’s 
people can make the 
occasions much more substantive than just greeting cards, gifts, and 
dinners for a few select relatives.  

Instead, we can lift up the knowledge, wisdom and perspective that we 
possess from not only the mother and father figures in our own circles, 
but all the older men and women who have enriched our communities 
with their lives and experiences.  

The wisdom of the past has helped people of every age to navigate the 
challenges of their times. Many communities in the world honor, respect, 
and value as “elders” their oldest members.  It’s something we surely 
can use in 21st century North America.  Ours is a time of unprecedented 
change – both in the sweep of change and in the speed at which things 
are changing.  

Our older members can give us perspective and patience and wisdom. 
Here are some ideas: 

• Engage elders about issues facing you, your congregation and 
community. Listen deeply. Take notes. 
 

• Enter into their thought world: How do they frame issues? What are 
their underlying assumptions? What sources help inform and inspire 
them? 
 

• Compare their approaches to seeing the world and navigating 
challenges with your own. What is helpful? What can assist you?  
 

Learning from our elder mother and father figures may be the best way 
to not only honor them, but also help us find our own way in life. 

--Rob Blezard 

Copyright © 2021, Rev. Robert Blezard. Reprinted by permission. Pastor Blezard serves as pastor 
of St. Paul Lutheran Church, Aberdeen, Maryland, and works as content editor for 

www.stewardshipoflife.org. He blogs at www.thestewardshipguy.com. 

about:blank
about:blank
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ST. PAUL'S WILL ONCE AGAIN BE SENDING OUR 

KIDS TO CAMP. St. Paul’s will pay for a child, an adult 
or a family of St. Paul’s to attend one week of camp at 
rate of $440.00 with funding through a month of 

designated giving and the Adventures in Ministry Fund Please see or 
email Laura Silver, St. Paul’s Camp-person, at silverlkw@hotmail.com to 
find out more.  

************************************************************************************** 
SUMMER CAMP REGISTRATION NOW OPEN!  

It might just be the best week you've ever had! Don't wait, 
sign up today for a summer camp program at Kirchenwald 
or Nawakwa. 

Youth Camp, Family Camp, Elder Camp, Adult 
Camp...something for everybody!! 

Find information about COVID-19 precautions we are 
taking this summer. 

More Information - https://www.lutherancamping.org/summer-camp/ 

********************************************************************************** 
MAY SPECIAL DESIGNATED GIVING 

is St. Paul’s Sabbatical Policy funding.  St. Paul’s 
Sabbatical Leave Policy can be provided as an opportunity 
for called personnel to have a leave up to three months for 
professional enrichment, study, growth, travel, skill 
development and research, all for the purpose of 
enrichment for continued service in the church.  Seven 

years of continued service is required. 

************************************************************************************** 

MAY SPONSORSHIPS AVAILABLE: 

• Radio – May 16, 23 & 30 ($60 or any portion you desire) 
• Flowers – May 23 & 30 two vases each ($20 per vase) 
• Communion Bread & Wine – May 16 & 30 ($12) 
• Bulletin – May 16, 23 & 30 ($20) 
• Eternal Flame – May 16, 23 & 30 ($10) 
************************************************************************************** 

An IN-PERSON Vacation Bible School will be 
held July 26 – 30 from 9:30 – 11 am.  We 
plan to hold it OUTDOORS at St. Mark’s 
Lutheran Church on Charles Street.  Watch 
for more details in the June newsletter or 
speak to Gretchen Walter. 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW! 

mailto:silverlkw@hotmail.com
https://cts.vresp.com/c/?LutheranCampingCorpo/b043cd7e71/8bf82d30c4/5f48659ab9
More%20Information%20-%20https:/www.lutherancamping.org/summer-camp/
More%20Information%20-%20https:/www.lutherancamping.org/summer-camp/
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************************************************************************************** 

The St. Paul's Book Club will meet on 
Wednesday, May 26, 2021, at 7:00 pm at 
the home of Janet Haack, 344 Foxleigh 
Drive, Hanover Pa 17331.  We will meet 
outside in her back yard, so please bring a 
lawn chair, your mask and a flashlight. The 
book we will be discussing is "The Women 
Who Smashed Codes" by Jason Fagone.  
We welcome anyone who enjoys reading 
and discussing the books to join us. 

Hope to see you there. 
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When we talk about REform, REnew, and REvision 
we see a common theme of Relationships.  

Over the past few months our team has discussed 
and formulated a purpose statement and guiding 
principles that articulate what we as a congregation believe and strive to 
uphold. With the approval of Congregation Council, our purpose statement 
is “We are called through Christ to praise God and love generously.”  

What principles will guide us in this purpose? As instruments of God’s love, 
when you see us at our best you will see us: 

GENEROUSLY stewarding God’s gifts of resources, time, and talents  
SERVING as God’s hands and feet in ministries and missions of 

outreach to all  
PROVIDING for the care of God’s people, both physically and spiritually  
GROWING IN FAITH through worship, study, and discernment  
PRAISING God through music, word, and service  
WELCOMING all people into fellowship with God  

To just highlight one of our newest missions:  
Grocery Ministry by the numbers:  
+60+ ............ Number of volunteers who help purchase, pick up, pack, 

and distribute items  
+68 - 80 ...... The average number of parcels distributed to our 

neighbors weekly (a parcel includes a box from the 
Central Penn Food Bank, dozen eggs, produce, 
various donations from New Hope Ministries and/or 
Honey Locust Farms  

+87  ............. Percentage of those individuals who receive NO 
OTHER supplemental food from agencies besides St. 
Paul’s  

+100  ........... Number of Easter Activity Bags distributed by the 
Evangelism Committee  

+161  ........... In a recent survey, the number of individuals receiving 
food  

+240  ........... Number of Thanksgiving, then Christmas, then Easter 
meals distributed  

+2,329  ........ Number of boxes from Central Penn Food Bank 
distributed since August  

+2,500  ........ Number of miles our “driver” has driven to pick up items 
since August  

+100,000+  .. Number of POUNDS of food distributed since August 

God is truly working in our midst to continue this vital community ministry. 
Thanks be to God for blessing all of us to be a blessing to others!  

Your R3 team,  
Frank Hueske, Russ Kaltreider, Nancy Smith, Deb Sowers, Jen Zellers, and 
Pastor Bob 
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All the numbers in this report are through March 31, 2021 

ITEM INCOME BUDGET AMOUNT VARIANCE 

Parish Income $54,422.86 $74,907.54 ($20,484.68) 

Synod Donations $5525.63 $7500.00 ($1974.37) 

Capital Donations $1582.00 $3,000.00 ($1418.00) * 

* Balance of HVAC loan is $1679.66 as of March 3 

Endowment Funds: 

FUND AMOUNT 

Main Endowment Fund $526,535.94 

Family Crisis Fund $  11,502.98 

Sabbatical Policy Fund $  48,186.06 

Marsh Family Fund $  70,200.18 

Mission Trip Fund $  11,384.38 

Total $667,809.54 

Other news: 
1) Our first PPP (Payroll Protection Program) loan of $41,800 has 

been completely forgiven 
2) We applied for and received a second PPP loan in the amount of 

$36,908 last week 
3) We are applying for a Domestic Hunger Grant through the ELCA; 

this would be to help sustain our Food Drive 
4) We are also applying for an Open Doors Grant through the 

ELCA 
5) The Balance in our Food Drive Budget as of April 18 was 

$3,455.48 
6) The 2020 Audit is completed and will be reported to Council at 

the May meeting - no major issues were discovered.  Thank you 
to Michele Witman, Maureen Kaltreider and Doug Riley 

7) A ten-year review was completed at Council’s Request and will 
also be reported to Council at the May meeting – no major 
issues were discovered. 

8) Diane Klunk and Michele Witman have joined the Audit 

Committee. 

Frank Hueske, Treasurer 
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GRADUATES 

Please let the church office know if you, or any 

member of St. Paul’s, is graduating from high 

school, college or trade school this year so that 

we can acknowledge you in June/July’s 

Evangel.  We would also love to hear what your 

future plans are. 

You can email us at stpaulsyorkst@comcast.net 

or call us at 637-5941. 

 

********************************************************************************** 

 

mailto:stpaulsyorkst@comcast.net
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Faith in Action News: 

Thank you to those who donated diapers throughout our Lenten season.  
22 packs of large size diapers were donated to Tender Care Pregnancy 
Center here in Hanover. 

Our congregation continues to be generous to our local families in need 
in our community! 
************************************************************************************** 

 
“THANK YOU” FOR OUR 

SATURDAY MORNING GROCERY MINISTRY 
Thank you again for all you have done to support me 

and my family.  The food, emotional support, and love is 
greatly appreciated. 

********************************************************************************** 
SISTERS IN FAITH FALL RETREAT!! 

Nov. 12 – 14 
After COVID and the year we’ve had, wouldn’t it be 
nice to relax and spend some time on a relaxing 
weekend away with women of the congregation? 
Consider joining us again this fall at Mar-Lu-Ridge 
(near Frederick, MD) for our time together. As in the past, our group will 
enjoy meals prepared for us (!) in a “hotel-like” setting in the mountains 
(with beautiful fall views!). The theme is “Just Love”, and we’ll plan 
worship with a beautiful view of the Potomac River. There will be time on 

Saturday afternoon to explore the area or just relax on 
your own. We hope a campfire can happen this year! 
Check out the camp by visiting https://www.mar-lu-
ridge.org/. We are staying at The Ridge Inn. Friends 
are welcome to join us! ☺  

More information regarding how to register and pricing 
later in the summer (last time it was $150 for 2 nights/4 
meals, $105 for 1 night/3 meals; and $90 for 1 night/2 
meals). We hope you’ll consider joining us! 

PLEASE KNOW--Mar-Lu-Ridge continues to follow strict COVID-19 
protocols as established by the American Camping Association (ACA). 
We have been told we can cancel even up to the last minute should the 
pandemic worsen closer to the event. 
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GERANIUMS FOR PENTECOST  

Just as a reminder, Pentecost Sunday is now just 

around the corner (May 23rd), and it has been the 

tradition here at St. Paul's to decorate the church 

on that day with lovely red geraniums. Again this 

year, in addition to decorating the chancel on 

Pentecost, we would like re-purpose those same 

geraniums by planting them in some of the vacant 

spaces in our flower beds around the church. They 

bloom all summer long with only a little care and 

they are a lovely addition to our present 

landscaping. Please consider donating one 

additional geranium this year along with your regular contribution and 

let's brighten up the "church yard" and make our corner of Hanover a 

brighter and prettier place. 

You have the opportunity to purchase a geranium to keep for yourself or 

donate back to St. Paul’s to be planted outside on the church grounds. 

The geranium sponsorships will be listed in the Pentecost Sunday 

bulletins.  Please fill in the form below, attach $5.00 for each geranium 

and place in the offering plate or return to the church office.  Checks 

should be made payable to “St. Paul’s Lutheran Church” and marked 

“Geraniums” in the memo.  Please plan on picking up the plant(s) after 

the 9:30 a.m. service on May 23rd or consider donating them to St. Paul’s 

to plant outside.   

 

Return this form to the church office by Sunday, May 10th 

Enclosed is ___________________________for the following:       

                             (total dollar amount) 

I plan to keep ________________________________ geranium(s) 

I would like to donate _________________ geraniums back to St. Paul’s to 

be planted outside on the church grounds. 

In honor or In memory of (circle one) 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

By_________________________________________________________________ 

In honor or In memory of (circle one) 

___________________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________ 

By_________________________________________________________________ 
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CONGREGATION COUNCIL 
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