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WELCOME TO ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH! 

 
If you are seeking a faith community, exploring faith, desire to be a part of our 
ministries, or have questions; please feel free to speak with the pastor.  
 

 
 
Our Purpose:  
We are called through Christ to praise God and love generously. 
 
Guiding Principles: 

As instruments of God’s love, when you see us at our best you will see us: 
–Generously stewarding God’s gifts of resources, time, and talents 
–Serving as God’s hands & feet in ministries & missions of outreach to all 
–Providing for the care of God’s people, both physically and spiritually 
–Growing in Faith through worship, study, and discernment 
–Praising God through music, word, and service 
–Welcoming all people into fellowship with God 
 

Important Worship Notes 

 

All liturgies are printed within this bulletin. 

 

Welcome to worship! Please be aware that this service is being livestreamed and 
recorded. As a result, your image or likeness may appear in the live broadcast or in 
recordings that are available online. 

 

Children’s activity bags and children’s bulletins are located on the podium in the 

hallway on the pulpit side of the sanctuary.  Children’s activity bags are also 

located on the coat rack behind the door of the choir loft side of the sanctuary. 

 

P: Pastor C: Congregation L: Lay Reader A: Assisting Minister 

If you are communing, please be sure to fill out a communion record card, for 
our church records, and place it in the offering plate. Thank you.  
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+ 15TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST + 
September 6, 2026 

 

 

INTRODUCTION 
Conflict is a part of relationships and life in community. Jesus’ words in today's gospel 
are often used in situations having to do with church discipline. The prophet Ezekiel 

tells of warning the wicked to turn from their ways, and Paul reminds us that love is the 
fulfilling of the law. We gather in the name of Christ, assured that he is present among 

us with gifts of peace and reconciliation. 
 

THE GATHERING 
 

WELCOME 
 
*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity,☩ one God, whose compassion endures forever. 

C Amen. 
 

P Let us confess our sin to God. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

 
P Compassionate God, 
C we confess to you all our sins. 

Our burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. 
In your mercy, call us back to you. 
Your yoke is easy and your burden is light. 
Restore us to dwell in your peace. 
In Christ’s name we pray, 
Amen. 
 

P Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy 

burdens, and I will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy 

Spirit, your sins are forgiven. Rest in God’s love. 
C Amen. 
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*GATHERING HYMN       “As We Gather at Your Table” ELW 522 
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*GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
 
*HYMN OF PRAISE 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY Lydia Wieble 
L Dear God, Please help your church and keep us close to you. We cannot do 

everything on our own, so we need your help. Keep us away from things that 
can hurt us, and guide us toward things that bring life, love, and peace. Help us 
follow Jesus and share his love with others. We pray this through Jesus Christ, 
our Savior and Lord. 

C Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE WORD 

FIRST READING  Ezekiel 33:7-11 

God appointed Ezekiel as a sentinel for the house of Israel. Ezekiel must faithfully 
convey God’s warnings to the people. Remarkably, God—who is about to attack 
Jerusalem—gives a warning with the hope that repentance will make the attack 
unnecessary. 
 
L The First Reading according to Ezekiel, the 33rd chapter. 
 

7 So you, mortal, I have made a sentinel for the house of Israel; whenever you 
hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them warning from me. 8 If I say to the 
wicked, “O wicked ones, you shall surely die,” and you do not speak to warn the 
wicked to turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but their blood I will 
require at your hand. 9 But if you warn the wicked to turn from their ways and they do 
not turn from their ways, the wicked shall die in their iniquity, but you will have saved 
your life. 

10 Now you, mortal, say to the house of Israel: Thus you have said: “Our 
transgressions and our sins weigh upon us, and we waste away because of them; how 
then can we live?” 11 Say to them: As I live, says the Lord God, I have no pleasure in 
the death of the wicked but that the wicked turn from their ways and live; turn back, 
turn back from your evil ways, for why will you die, O house of Israel? 

 
L The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God.  
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THE PSALM Psalm 119:33-40 read responsively 
 
A    33 Teach me, O LORD, the way of your statutes, 

  and I shall keep it to the end. 
C  34 Give me understanding, and I shall keep your teaching; 

  I shall keep it with all my heart.  
A    35 Lead me in the path of your commandments, 

  for that is my desire. 
C  36 Incline my heart to your decrees 

  and not to unjust gain.  
A    37 Turn my eyes from beholding falsehood; 

  give me life in your way. 
C  38 Fulfill your promise to your servant, 

  which is for those who fear you. 
A    39 Turn away the reproach that I dread, 

  because your judgments are good. 
C  40 Behold, I long for your commandments; 

  by your righteousness enliven me.  
 
A      Holy wisdom, holy word. 
C     Thanks be to God. 
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SECOND READING  Romans 13:8-14 

The obligation of Christians is to love one another and so fulfill the heart and goal of the 
law. Clothes make the person as we “put on the Lord Jesus Christ” and live today in light 
of the future God has in store for us. 
 
L The Second Reading according to Romans, the 13th chapter. 
 
 8 Owe no one anything, except to love one another, for the one who loves 
another has fulfilled the law. 9 The commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; 
you shall not murder; you shall not steal; you shall not covet,” and any other 
commandment, are summed up in this word, “You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.” 10 Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the 
law. 
 11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you to 
wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became 
believers; 12 the night is far gone; the day is near. Let us then throw off the works of 
darkness and put on the armor of light; 13 let us walk decently as in the day, not in 
reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex and licentiousness, not in quarreling and 
jealousy. 14 Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, 
to gratify its desires. 
 
L The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
 

*GOSPEL  Matthew 18:15-20 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 18th chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15 “If your brother or sister sins against you, go and 
point out the fault when the two of you are alone. If you are listened to, you have 
regained that one. 16 But if you are not listened to, take one or two others along with 
you, so that every word may be confirmed by the evidence of two or three 
witnesses. 17 If that person refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church, and if the 
offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a gentile and 
a tax collector. 18 Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, 
and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. 19 Again, truly I tell you, if 
two of you agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father 
in heaven. 20 For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among 
them.” 

 
P The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
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CHILDREN’S SERMON  Pastor Jason Northridge 
 
SERMON  Pastor Jason Northridge 
 
 
*HYMN OF THE DAY     “Lord of All Nations, Grant Me Grace” ELW 716 
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*APOSTLES’ CREED 
A Let us affirm our faith through the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 
C I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 
 
*PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
A Reminded of God’s gracious and abundant love, we offer our prayers, confident 

that God hears us. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

A Proclaiming God, empower your church throughout the world to announce the 
words you give us. Open us to receive your word in unexpected ways. Hear us, 
O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
 
A Forming God, renew the cycles of your creation that provide for the needs of all. 

Protect grasslands, marshes, swamps, and all places of transition. Heal 
communities crying out after disaster. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
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A Governing God, turn all who create, enforce, or interpret legislation away from 
selfish gain and toward your promise of good for all, especially the good of all 
who labor. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
 
A Attending God, wake us up to any around us who are in need. Restore broken 

relationships, failing health, frayed emotions, and the hurts we carry with us. We 
pray for all, including those we name aloud or silently in our hearts… (A brief 
silence.) Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
 
A Gathering God, resolve conflicts in this community through your righteousness 

and grace. Reconcile us to each other, making your good news known even 
through our imperfections. Hear us, O God. 

C Your mercy is great. 
 
A Loving God, all who die in faith have life with you. We give you thanks for the 

nearness of your salvation for all who have gone before us. Hear us, O God. 
C Your mercy is great. 
 
A Grant the prayers we have offered, what we have forgotten to ask, and 

whatever else you see that we need. We ask this in Jesus’ name. 
C Amen. 
 
 
*SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 

 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ's peace, and may say,  
"Peace be with you," or similar words. 

The assembly is seated. 
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THE MEAL 
 
OFFERTORY SONG  
 
Verse 1 
I’ve got the joy, joy, joy, joy 
Down in my heart. (Where?) 
Down in my heart. (Where?) 
Down in my heart. 
I’ve got the joy, joy, joy, joy 
Down in my heart. (Where?) 
Down in my heart to stay. 
 
Chorus 
And I’m so happy, so very happy, 
I’ve got the love of Jesus in my heart. 
And I’m so happy, so very happy, 
I’ve got the love of Jesus in my heart. 
 
Verse 2 
I’ve got the love of Jesus, love of Jesus… 
 
Verse 3 
I’ve got the wonderful love  
Of the blessed redeemer way down in the depths of my heart… 
  

 

There are several ways of making your offerings to God during this time. One is to place 
your offering in our offering plates as they are passed. You can give electronically at 
https://stpaulsyorkst.org/give or scan this QR Code and when the plate passes by, you 
may simply meditate on the gifts that you are currently making online or monthly. We do 
have cards that you can put in the plate indicating that you give electronically. A supply 
of those cards is available at each entrance to the sanctuary. If you are not able to give monetarily during 
this time, know that your prayers and praise are a pleasing offering to God. If you can give a little more 
during this time, please consider doing so as a way of supporting your fellow disciples who are not able 
to give. 

 
  

about:blank


14 
 

*OFFERING RESPONSE    “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” ELW 884 
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*OFFERTORY PRAYER 
A Let us pray, 

Loving God, 
C we offer at your table the gifts of our hearts. Help us take heart in you and 

share freely of your love, so that all creation can taste your abundance. 
We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit abiding with us now 
and forever. Amen. 

 
*DIALOGUE 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
*PREFACE 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior 
Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious 
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs 
of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name 
and join their unending hymn: 
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*SANCTUS 

 
 

 
 
*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P Blessed are you, Lord of heaven and earth, for you have had mercy on us and 

given your only-begotten Son that we, who believe in him, should not perish but 
have eternal life. We give you thanks for the redemption you have prepared for 
us through Jesus Christ. Send your Holy Spirit into our hearts to establish in us 
a living faith and prepare us joyfully to receive our Redeemer who comes to us 
in his body and blood. 

 

In the night in which he was handed over, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my 
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all 
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, 
Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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*LORD’S PRAYER  
P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray… 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation,  but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P Heaven has come near. Come, share in the feast! 

 

All are welcome to commune.  
If you wish to receive communion from your seat, let an usher know.  

If you are in need of gluten free wafers, please ask at the bread station.  
Grape juice is available in the prefilled cups next to the empty ones. 

 
*AGNUS DEI 

 

 

 
DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 
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COMMUNION HYMN     “Make Me A Channel Of Your Peace”  
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COMMUNION HYMN     “Seek Ye First  
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*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace.  
C Amen. 
 
*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A Let us pray. 

Compassionate God, through the gifts of bread and wine our hearts are filled 
with the abundance of your love. Strengthen us that we, through this holy meal, 
may share your love freely, as you have shared with us. We ask this in the 
name of Jesus, through the Spirit nourishing us now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
*BLESSING 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and 

mercy. The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. In the name of 

the Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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*SENDING HYMN “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee” ELW 836 
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*DISMISSAL 
A Heaven has come near. Go, share the good news! 
C We are called through Christ to praise God and love generously.  
 Thanks be to God.  
 
POSTLUDE 
 

*Please stand as you are comfortable  
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some or all of the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-707280. All rights reserved.” 
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rights reserve 
 

 September 6 September 13 
Saturday Night Worship P. Jason Northridge (9/5) Russ Kaltreider (9/12) 
Assisting Minister Bill Sowers Deb Sowers 
Acolyte Matthew Kaltreider Nora Weible 
Lay Reader Marlane Fissel Dan Fuhrman 
Communion Distributors Janet Haack Bill Sowers   
 Deb Sowers Sherry Cracium-Bolin 
Ushers Donna Lehman Donna Lehman 
 Cindy Schmidt Cindy Schmidt 
Altar Committee Becki Davis Becki Davis 
 Norma Lucabaugh Norma Lucabaugh 
 Janet Haack (Linens) Janet Haack (Linens) 

 
THE RADIO BROADCAST is sponsored to the glory of God and in honor of Bridget 
Hicks's birthday on September 10th by Gary Martin. 

BOTH OF THE ALTAR FLOWER VASES are sponsored to the glory of God and 
memory of Ed and Eileen Myers by the family. 

THE COMMUNION BREAD AND WINE is sponsored to the glory of God and in honor 
of Pete Lehigh’s 92nd birthday on September 9th by Hazel Lehigh. 

THE WORSHIP BULLETINS are sponsored to the glory of God and in honor of Leroy 
Zellers’ 85th birthday on September 10th by Linda, Jen, Beth, Bill and Jocelyn. 

PENTECOST PRAYERS: The candle and pinwheel displays in the front of the sanctuary 
represent where members of our congregation see LIGHT in our world and PRAYERS 
that we lift to heaven, asking the Spirit to intercede for us. Thanks be to God! 
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SEPTEMBER SPECIAL DESIGNATED GIVING - What began in 2012 as a 
congregational mission project initiated by a young man at St. Matthew Lutheran 
Church. has blossomed into a biennial community-wide service event. Residents of the 
great Hanover area from local businesses, service organizations, churches and 
neighborhoods join together to help feed school-age children with a food packaging 
event coordinated through “Rise Against Hunger”. This is an event we held several times 
here at St. Paul's (although through “Harvest Pack“)! The meals packed at St Matthew’s 
have helped to feed children in Haiti, Columbia, Malawi, Liberia, Burundi, Zambia, and 
most recently Ukraine and Poland. 
 
MID-WEEK DEVOTIONS CONTINUE ON WEDNESDAYS. All are welcome to join us 
at 12:15 pm in the church lounge. 
 
ANNUAL BLUE MASS - Gathering as a Community to Honor the Fallen of 
September 11 and celebrate our past and current first responders, military, and 
veteran heroes. 
7pm on Friday, September 11, 2026 at St. Joseph’s Catholic Church, 5055 Grandview 
Road, Hanover, PA 17331. Light Refreshments will be served after Mass. All faiths are 
welcome! 
 
JOIN US FOR GOD’S WORK. OUR HANDS SUNDAY ON SEPTEMBER 13TH. 
Committees will have tables showing what they do, we will kick off our Time and Talent 
surverys and we will fill 108 backpacks for Lutheran World Relief. Wear your yellow 
God’s Work, Our Hands T-shirt. 
 
SPONSORSHIPS AVAILABLE: Please contact Carmen Buckley in the church 
office or at assistant@stpaulsyorkst.org 
Radio-Sept. 27, Oct. 4, 11, 18 & 25 ($60 per date or any portion you desire per date) 
Altar Flowers - Sept. 20, 27, Oct. 4, 11 & 25 (2 vases at $20 each); Oct. 18 (1 vase at $20) 

Communion Bread and Wine-Sept. 20, 27, Oct. 11, 18 & 25 ($12 each date) 
Worship Bulletins- Sept. 20, 27, Oct. 4, 11, 18 & 25 ($20 each date) 
Eternal Flame-Sept. 20, 27, Oct. 4, 11, 18 & 25 ($10 each date) 
 
DO YOU FEEL LIKE A WEARY TRAVELER? Are you overburdened by the weight of 
carrying too many overpacked bags as you travel through life?  Join us for a six-week 
Tuesday Evening Book Study facilitated by Gay Dickson beginning October 6 at 7 PM.  
We will read and discuss Traveling Light-Releasing the Burdens You Were Never 
Intended to Bear by Max Lucado.  The verses of Psalm 23 will help us to identify the 
burdens we carry and remind us to release them to God.  Please sign up on the sheet 
by the pastor’s office or contact Carmen no later than September 20 so we may order 
your book.  

mailto:assistant@stpaulsyorkst.org
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THE LIVE NATIVITY NEEDS ANIMALS! The Evangelism Committee is searching for 
sheep, a donkey, and perhaps a calf for the Live Nativity on December 13. If you know 
someone who would have any of these animals available, please contact Lucille 
Farrington, Carmen, or Pastor Jason. Thank you! (Note: We are not looking for alpacas 
or llamas.) 

I am pleased to announce that Church Council has elected the following members 
to serve on the Call Committee for the Youth, Family and Cristian Education 
Rostered Minister: 

Doug Riley (Council Liaison) 
Lynne Thompson 
Amanda (Louey) Wiles 

Beth Fissel 
Bill Sowers 
Christopher Johnson 

Thank you to everyone who reached out to us with an interest in serving on this 
committee. Let us all pray for and support this Committee. 
Thank you and God’s blessings to all. 
Frank Hueske - Council President   
 

 SUN., SEPT. 6 8:30 am Radio Broadcast – 95.3 FM & 1280 AM 
  9:30 am Worship Service – 15th Sunday after Pentecost 
 Immediately following meeting Coffee Hour – Lounge 
 
 WED., SEPT. 9 12:15 pm Midweek Devotions – Lounge 
  2:00 pm Faith in Action Comm. Meeting – Fellowship Hall 
  5:00 pm Property Committee Meeting – Lounge 
  6:30 pm All Committee Night 
 
 THUR., SEPT. 10 6:30 pm Cub Scout Troop 102 – Fellowship Hall 
  7:00 pm Boy Scout Troop 102 – Youth Room and Gym 
  7:00 pm Adult Choir Rehearsal - Sanctuary 
 
 FRI., SEPT. 11 2:30 pm Grocery Ministry prep - gym 
 
 SAT., SEPT. 12 9:00 am Grocery Ministry Distribution – Boy Scout Troop 102 
  5:00 pm Saturday Evening Service – Russ Kaltreider 
  6:45 pm Narcotics Anonymous – Fellowship Hall 
 
 SUN., SEPT. 13 8:30 am Radio Broadcast – 95.3 FM & 1280 AM 
  9:30 am Worship Service – 16th Sunday after Pentecost 
    God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday 
 Immediately following worship Assemble Backpacks and Ministry Fair – F.H. 
   Coffee Hour – Fellowship Hall  


