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WELCOME TO ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH!

If you are seeking a faith community, exploring faith, desire to be a part of our
ministries, or have questions; please feel free to speak with the pastor.

Our Purpose:
We are called through Christ to praise God and love generously.

Guiding Principles:

As instruments of God'’s love, when you see us at our best you will see us:
—Generously stewarding God’s gifts of resources, time, and talents
—Serving as God’s hands & feet in ministries & missions of outreach to all
—Providing for the care of God’s people, both physically and spiritually
—Growing in Faith through worship, study, and discernment

—Praising God through music, word, and service

—Welcoming all people into fellowship with God

Important Worship Notes

All liturgies are printed within this bulletin.

Welcome to worship! Please be aware that this service is being livestreamed and
recorded. As a result, your image or likeness may appear in the live broadcast or in
recordings that are available online.

Children’s activity bags and children’s bulletins are located on the podium in the
hallway on the pulpit side of the sanctuary. Children’s activity bags are also
located on the coat rack behind the door of the choir loft side of the sanctuary.

P: Presider C: Congregation L: Lay Reader A: Assisting Minister

If you are communing, please be sure to fill out a communion record card, for
our church records, and place it in the offering plate. Thank you.




+ 24™ SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST +
November 8, 2026

INTRODUCTION
Today the prophet Amos calls for justice to roll down like waters. Paul urges us to encourage
one another with the promised coming of the Lord. Jesus tells the parable of the wise and
foolish bridesmaids. Surrounded by the faithful of every time and place, we celebrate Christ’s
coming in our midst in the word of life and the feast of victory—the marriage feast of the Lamb.

THE GATHERING

WELCOME

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, our dwelling place for all generations,
whose compassion never slumbers.

C Amen.

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P Holy God,

C we confess that we have trusted in our preparation
instead of your invitation.
We prioritize our piety over care for your beloved.
We trust the voice of our shame and fear,
which keeps us from entering fully
into relationship with you and others.
We are not awake to the coming of your reign.
Rouse us and rescue us,
that we may enter into your joy. Amen.

P Inherit the riches of God’s grace. + Jesus, the good shepherd, feeds you with
his mercy. You are forgiven. Blessed are you.
C Amen.



*GATHERING HYMN  “Oh, Happy Day When We Shall Stand” ELW 441
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*GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the

P

Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.

*HYMN OF PRAISE
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY
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Dierks Wiles
O God of justice and love, you illumine our way through life with the words of
your Son. Give us the light we need, and awaken us to the needs of others,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.



THE WORD
FIRST READING Amos 5:18-24

In the days of Amos, people thought that the day of the LORD would be a time of great
victory, but Amos announced that it would be a day of darkness, not light. He said
liturgy is no substitute for obedience. The LORD demands justice and righteousness in
the community.

L The First Reading according to Amos, the 5" chapter.

8\Woe to you who desire the day of the LORD! Why do you want the day of the
LoRD? It is darkness, not light, '° as if someone fled from a lion and was met by a bear
or went into the house and rested a hand against the wall and was bitten by a snake.
20|s not the day of the LORD darkness, not light, and gloom with no brightness in it?

21| hate, | despise your festivals, and | take no delight in your solemn
assemblies. 22 Even though you offer me your burnt offerings and grain offerings, | will
not accept them, and the offerings of well-being of your fatted animals | will not look
upon. 23 Take away from me the noise of your songs; | will not listen to the melody of
your harps. 2 But let justice roll down like water and righteousness like an ever-flowing
stream.

L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.



THE PSALM Psalm 70 read responsively

A 'Be pleased, O God, to deliver me;
O LoRD, make haste to help me.
C 2Let those who seek my life be put to shame and confounded,;

let those who take pleasure in my misfortune
draw back and be disgraced.

A 3L et those who say to me “Aha!” and gloat over me
turn back because of their shame.
C 4Let all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you;

let those who love your salvation say forever,
“Great is the LORD!”
A 5But as for me, | am poor and needy; come to me quickly, O God.
You are my helper and my deliverer; O LORD, do not tarry.

A Holy wisdom, holy word.
C Thanks be to God.
SECOND READING 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

Some of the Thessalonians are worried that dead Christians will be excluded from the
resurrection to eternal life when Christ comes again. Paul reassures them with the word
of hope that all Christians, living or dead, will be raised into everlasting life with Christ.

L The Second Reading according to 1 Thessalonians, the 4" chapter.

13We do not want you to be uninformed, brothers and sisters, about those who
have died, so that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. ' For since we
believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with
him those who have died. '® For this we declare to you by the word of the Lord, that we
who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will by no means precede
those who have died. '® For the Lord himself, with a cry of command, with the
archangel’s call and with the sound of God’s trumpet, will descend from heaven, and
the dead in Christ will rise first. '” Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught
up in the clouds together with them to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will be with
the Lord forever. '® Therefore encourage one another with these words.

L The word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.



*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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*GOSPEL Matthew 25:1-13

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 25" chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

[Jesus said to the disciples:] ' “Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten
young women took their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 2 Five of them were
foolish, and five were wise. 3 When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with
them, 4but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. ® As the bridegroom was
delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. ® But at midnight there was a shout,
‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.” 7 Then all those young women
got up and trimmed their lamps. & The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your
oil, for our lamps are going out.” ® But the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for
you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ " And
while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with
him into the wedding banquet, and the door was shut. '* Later the other young women
came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ '2But he replied, ‘Truly | tell you, | do not
know you.’ '*Keep awake, therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.



CHILDREN’S SERMON

Pastor Jason Northridge

Following the Children’s Sermon, Children and Children’s Choir leaders are dismissed
to Children’s Choir rehearsal and will return for the Offering.

SERMON Pastor Jason Northridge
*HYMN OF THE DAY “My Lord, What a Morning” ELW 438
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*APOSTLES’ CREED
A Let us affirm our faith through the words of the Apostles’ Creed.
C | believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
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| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

*PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

A

United with the great cloud of witnesses, we offer our prayers for the church,
the world, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

A

You illumine the church with the hope of your new day. Prepare our hearts and
minds for the inbreaking of your kingdom, that we might awaken to your
transforming love at work all around us. God, in your mercy,

Your mercy is great.

You create and sustain the earth’s natural rhythms so that all life might thrive.
Show us the wisdom and wonder of nature’s balance; make us careful stewards
of our common home. God, in your mercy,

Your mercy is great.

You make justice roll down in all places and among all nations. Encourage all
who protect vulnerable communities and help rebuild in the aftermath of conflict.
Uphold veterans and those who care for them. God, in your mercy,

Your mercy is great.

You hasten to heal our wounds and make whole what is broken. Comfort
individuals facing a difficult diagnosis, receiving palliative care, or facing
uncertain treatment options. Our prayers include those we name aloud or
silently in our hearts... (A brief silence.) God, in your mercy,

Your mercy is great.

You give rest to weary hearts and bodies. As the days grow shorter in the north,
help us to move more slowly and intentionally through our days, honoring the
need for quiet and stiliness. God, in your mercy,

Your mercy is great.
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A You welcome those who have come before us in faith into the joys of heaven.
Sustain us by your grace and guide us into the promise of everlasting life. God,
in your mercy,

C Your mercy is great.

A Into your steadfast love, faithful God, we entrust all for whom we pray, in the
name of Jesus, your beloved.

C Amen.

*SHARING OF THE PEACE
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ's peace, and may say,
"Peace be with you," or similar words.
The assembly is seated.

THE MEAL

OFFERTORY ANTHEM "God Faithful Will Remain" arr. Krug
Bell Choir

"God Faithful Will Remain" arr. Jason Krug
2025 Grassy Meadow Music
Used by Permission of Grassy Meadow Music

There are several ways of making your offerings to God during this time. One is to place
your offering in our offering plates as they are passed. You can give electronically at
https://stpaulsyorkst.org/qgive or scan this QR Code and when the plate passes by, you
may simply meditate on the gifts that you are currently making online or monthly. We do
have cards that you can put in the plate indicating that you give electronically. A supply
of those cards is available at each entrance to the sanctuary. If you are not able to give monetarlly durmg
this time, know that your prayers and praise are a pleasing offering to God. If you can give a little more
during this time, please consider doing so as a way of supporting your fellow disciples who are not able
to give.

ir.:
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*OFFERING RESPONSE
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*OFFERTORY PRAYER
A Let us pray,
Eternal God,
C our time, talents, and treasures are gifts from you. Receive what we offer,

and all that you entrust to us, until hungry no more, all the world is fed,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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*DIALOGUE

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give our thanks and praise.
*PREFACE
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior
Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs
of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name
and join their unending hymn:
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*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE

P

Cc

Holy God, you alone are holy, you alone are God.

The universe declares your praise: beyond the stars; beneath the sea; within
each cell; with every breath.

We praise you, O God.

Generations bless your faithfulness: through the water; by night and day; across
the wilderness; out of exile; into the future.
We bless you, O God.

We give you thanks for your dear Son: at the heart of human life; near to those
who suffer; beside the sinner; among the poor; with us now.
We thank you, O God.

In the night in which he was handed over, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink,
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all
people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering his love for us on the way, at the table, and to the end, we
proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

We pray for the gift of your Spirit: in our gathering; within this meal; among your
people; throughout the world. Blessing, praise, and thanks to you, holy God,
through Christ Jesus, by your Spirit, in your church, without end.

Amen.

*LORD’S PRAYER

P
C

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray...

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen.
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*INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P Christ invites you to this table. All who are thirsty, all who are hungry, come!
C We hear his invitation and come to this table to receive his grace.
All are welcome to commune.
If you wish to receive communion from your seat, let an usher know.
If you are in need of gluten free wafers, please ask at the bread station.
Grape juice is available in the prefilled cups next to the empty ones.
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COMMUNION HYMN

“Quietude”
Bell Choir

"Quietude" music by Kurt Meyer
2025 Grassy Meadow Music
Used by Permission of Grassy Meadow Music
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*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in
his grace.

C Amen.

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

A Let us pray.
Holy God, we have received your never-ending mercy in this meal. You
continuously seek the lost, bind the injured, and feed your people abundantly.
Now send us out, awake to your presence, now and forever.

C Amen.

*BLESSING
P The holy Trinity, Father, *+ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you with wisdom to

welcome the reign of God, today and always.
C Amen.
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*SENDING HYMN “Blessed Assurance” ELW 638
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This is my sto - ry, this is my song, prais-ing my Sav - ior all the day long:

Y S e ereoerrrs
‘/.T'I | | _IP- IP. l L l : | | | T | | | |

= —
%w:ﬁili Ic-e;:

this is my sto - ry, this is my song, prais-ing my Sav-ior all the day long.

ey g e o

1 1 ﬁ:g_" :

./Il "Tnul- ! ! ! IP- IP- | | I I I I r- I-

I l  e—— = ~—
*DISMISSAL
A Go in peace. Encourage one another.
C We are called through Christ to praise God and love generously.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

*Please stand as you are comfortable

Portions from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS103665 "Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream
some or all of the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-707280. All rights reserved.”

"Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream some or all of the music in this service obtained from CCLI with license #A-779220. All
rights reserve
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November 8
Saturday Night Worship Pastor Jason Northrige (11/7)
Lay Worship Leader

Assisting Minister Bill Sowers
Acolyte Nora Weible
Prayer Leader Dierks Wiles
Lay Reader Bill Sowers

Communion Distributors Frank Hueske
Sherry Cracium-Bolin
Sally Lovelace

Linda Knapp

Sally Lovelace

Ushers
Altar Committee

November 15

Russ Kaltreider (11/14)
Russ Kaltreider
Frank Hueske
Dilynn Long
Dilynn Long
Melissa Shue
Cindy Schmidt
Michelle Johnson
Sally Lovelace
Linda Knapp
Sally Lovelace

ONE VASE OF ALTAR FLOWERS is sponsored to the glory of God and in honor of
Joan Witman's 90th birthday on November 11th by Will, Tom and Betsy Witman.

THE YELLOW ROSE BUD is sponsored to the glory of God and in honor of Pete and
Hazel Lehigh’s 70" wedding anniversary on November 10th.

SPONSORSHIPS AVAILABLE: Please contact Carmen Buckley in the church
office or at assistant@stpaulsyorkst.org
Radio- Nov. 8, 22, 29, Dec. 20 & 27 ($60 per date or any portion you desire per date)
Altar Flowers-Dec. 13 (2 vases at $20 each); Nov. 29 (1 vase at $20)
1 large poinsettias on 12/24 ($50 each)
Communion Bread and Wine- Dec. 13 & 27 ($12 each date)
Worship Bulletins- Nov. 8, 29, Dec. 13, 20 & 27 ($20 each date)
Eternal Flame- Nov. 29, Dec. 13 & 27 ($10 each date)

PLEASE CONSIDER VOLUNTEERING to help decorate the Sanctuary for Advent. We
will be decorating on Saturday, November 28" beginning at 9AM. Please come and be
a part of it.

MID-WEEK DEVOTIONS CONTINUE ON WEDNESDAYS. All are welcome to join us
at 12:15 pm in the church lounge.
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NOVEMBER’S DESIGNATED GIVING will go to ELCA World Hunger. As it has become
a tradition here at St. Paul’'s, November is the month we emphasize our need to feed
the hungry throughout the world. This is a daily problem for hundreds of millions of
people all over the world. It does not have to be. There are many worthy organizations
who are dedicated to feeding and educating those who have had little hope in the past.
One of those is ELCA World Hunger. Yes, there will always be poor people in the world.
Jesus said they will always be with us. But, he never said there will always be hungry
people. There is a difference. It is our obligation as a Christian community to do whatever
we are able to nourish those with the greatest needs. The basics we never even have
to consider, food and clean water. As we prepare to enjoy our festive holidays, it is the
prayer of St. Paul’'s Council that you will give, and that you will pray for those who receive
our gifts.

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD SHOE BOXES - Please return your filled boxes
today, November 8th.

HELP US PREPARE FOR THE SEASON OF ADVENT by contributing to our
congregational Advent Devotional! Participants are invited to write a short reflection and
prayer based on an assigned Scripture text. If you would like to participate, please sign
up on the sheet posted on the bulletin board across from Pastor Jason’s office and take
one of the available prompts. Completed reflections and prayers should be returned to
Pastor Jason by November 15. Thank you for helping our congregation grow in faith
and prepare our hearts for the coming of Christ! Please see Pastor Jason with any
questions.

WE ARE HAVING A CHRISTMAS PROGRAM DURING OUR MORNING WORSHIP
ON DECEMBER 20. The participants will be invited to decorate a poster from Pastor
Jason however they choose and share a short reading based on it. Anyone who wishes
to participate should sign up on the sheet on the board across from Pastor Jason’s office
by November 15. Please see Pastor Jason with any questions.

HELP US DECORATE OUR WORSHIP BULLETINS THIS CHRISTMAS SEASON!
Children and anyone who enjoys coloring are invited to create artwork for our Christmas
worship bulletins. Coloring pages are available from Pastor Jason. Please return all
completed artwork to Pastor Jason by December 6. Thank you for sharing your
creativity and helping make our Christmas worship special!
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THE BOOK CLUB will meet on Wednesday, November 18, 2026 at 12:45 in the
Conference Room. Notice the change of date due to Thanksgiving. We will be
discussing A Calamity of Souls by David Baldacci. This drama set in the tumultuous
year of 1968 in southern Virginia, is a story of a racially charged murder case that sets
a duo of white and Black lawyers against a deeply unfair system as they work to defend
their wrongly accused Black defendants. Lucille Farrington is our discussion leader.
Join us for a good discussion and good fellowship. Bring a brown bag lunch and a drink.
We also will be selecting the books we want to read for 2027 at this meeting. Hope to
see you there.

SHARE YOUR TALENTS! - OUR LIVE NATIVITY returns on December 13th. We still
have a few roles left to cast. Available speaking parts are King Herod, the High Priest,
and the Scribe. Wiseman #3, a non-speaking part, is also available. Characters
Needed include Scribe, shepherds, townspeople, and angels. Please speak to Lucille
F., Bob C., or Russ K. if interested.

AN ADVENT BIBLE STUDY LED BY PASTOR JASON will occur on Tuesdays in
Advent, December 1st to December 22nd beginning at 10 AM in the conference room.
The study is “Calling All Angels." It asks us to contemplate what would change in our
relationships, vocations, congregations, and communities if we have the courage to
overcome our fears like Mary, Joseph, Zechariah, and the Shepherds. There is no need
to sign up for this study, just show up!
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SHARE YOUR PHOTOS!

The Church Directory Committee is asking for photos asking for photos you might
have taken of our activities and events. Please send photos of the following (or other
church activities) to stpaulsyorksthanover@gmail.com no later than November 15th:

Adult Study Retreat at Nawakwa

Advent Devotionals and Calendars

Bible Study meetings (besides Daily Discipleship)
Boy Scouts Court of Honor

Camp Sunday — January 25, 2026

Christian Education

Community Meal Packing Event - November 1st
Confirmands and Their Mentors Retreat

Easter Flowers

Faith In Action Diaper Drive

Faith In Action Souper Bowl Collection
Installation Service for Pastor Jason

Men In Mission Book Sale

Midweek Devotions

Operation Christmas Child Shoe Boxes
Pentecost Geranium

Pentecost Prayers

Pie Auction and Dinner

Reformation Day - Wear RED and Celebrate the Reformation
Scout Sunday

St. Paul's Church Picnic

St. Paul's Welcomes the Spring Grove Alumni Chorus
Summer Music performances

Sunday - Blessing Backpacks

Tuesday Evening Book Study
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SUN., NOV. 8

Immediately following worship

MON., NOV. 9

TUES., NOV. 10

WED., NOV. 11

THUR., NOV. 12

FRI., NOV. 13

SAT., NOV. 14

SUN., NOV. 15

Immediately following worship

8:30 am
9:30 am

6:30 pm

7:00 pm

12:15 pm
5:30 pm
6:30 pm

6:00 pm
6:30 pm
7:00 pm
7:00 pm

3:00 pm

9:00 am
5:00 pm
6:45 pm

8:30 am
9:30 am

Radio Broadcast — 95.3 FM & 1280 AM

Worship Service — 24" Sunday after Pentecost
Coffee Hour — Lounge

Faith Formation — Children and Youth - 2" floor
Daily Discipleship class — nursery across from lounge
Confirmation Class — Youth room

Girl Scout Groups

“Traveling Light” Book Study — Conf. Room, 2" floor

Midweek Devotions — Lounge
Property Committee
All Committee Night

Handbell Choir Rehearsal — Balcony of the Sanctuary
Cub Scout Troop 102 — 2" floor

Boy Scout Troop 102 — Youth room and gym

Adult Choir Rehearsal - Sanctuary

Grocery Ministry prep — gym

Grocery Ministry Distribution—Boy Scout Troop 102
Saturday Evening Service — Russ Kaltreider
Narcotics Anonymous — Fellowship Hall

Dec./Jan. Evangel Article Deadline

Radio Broadcast — 95.3 FM & 1280 AM

Worship Service — 25" Sunday after Pentecost
Coffee Hour — Lounge

Faith Formation — Children and Youth - 2" floor
Daily Discipleship class — nursery across from lounge
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Poinsettias will once again adorn our worship space on
Christmas Eve. You have the opportunity to purchase a
flower or make a donation to “World Hunger”. The cost of
the flower(s) is $15.00 per plant. The donation and/or
flowers will be recognized in the Christmas Eve bulletins.
Poinsettia(s) should be taken home following the 7:30 p.m.
Christmas Eve service.

There is also 1 large (4 plant) altar poinsettias available to
sponsor for $50 each. Please mark the form below for
large poinsettias if you would like to sponsor one of these.

Unclaimed plants are not delivered to specific locations, therefore if you are unable to
pick-up your plant following the 7:30 p.m. Christmas Eve service, please give serious
consideration to a donation to “World Hunger”.

Please use the form below and return it to the church office no later than Sunday,
December 15t. Additional forms will be available on the counter outside the pulpit
door entrance.

K

Remembering or honoring a loved one at Christmas through the purchase of a
poinsettia(s) or a donation to “World Hunger”.
Please fill in the blanks and return the money ($15.00 per plant, $50.00 per large altar
poinsettia) or donation (any amount) and form to the church office
by Sunday, December 15t

Enclosed is for poinsettia(s)
(Total dollar amount) (how many)
Make a donation to “World Hunger”

(any dollar amount)
In honor or In memory of (circle one)

By
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