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WELCOME TO ST. PAUL’S LUTHERAN CHURCH! 

 
If you are seeking a faith community, exploring faith, desire to be a part of our 
ministries, or have questions; please feel free to speak with the pastor.  
 

 
 
Our Purpose:  
We are called through Christ to praise God and love generously. 
 
Guiding Principles: 

As instruments of God’s love, when you see us at our best you will see us: 
–Generously stewarding God’s gifts of resources, time, and talents 
–Serving as God’s hands & feet in ministries & missions of outreach to all 
–Providing for the care of God’s people, both physically and spiritually 
–Growing in Faith through worship, study, and discernment 
–Praising God through music, word, and service 
–Welcoming all people into fellowship with God 
 
 

Important Worship Notes 

 

All liturgies are printed within this bulletin. 

 

Children’s activity bags and children’s bulletins are located on the podium in the 

hallway on the pulpit side of the sanctuary.  Children’s activity bags are also 

located on the coat rack behind the door of the choir loft side of the sanctuary. 

 

P: Pastor C: Congregation L: Lay Reader A: Assisting Minister 

If you are communing, please be sure to fill out a communion record card, for 
our church records, and place it in the offering plate. Thank you. 
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+ 4th Sunday of Advent + 
December 21, 2025 

 

 
INTRODUCTION 

Today Isaiah prophesies that a young woman will bear a son and name him Emmanuel. 
The gospel is Matthew’s account of the annunciation and birth of the one named 
Emmanuel, God-with-us. During these final days of Advent we pray, “O come, O come, 
Emmanuel,” a beloved hymn based on the O Antiphons, ancient prayers appointed for 
the seven days preceding Christmas. On this final Sunday of Advent we prepare to 
celebrate the birth of the one born to save us from the power of sin and death. 

 
 
 
 
 

THE GATHERING 
 

WELCOME 
 
LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH  
P Blessed are you, O Lord our God, ruler of the universe. 

In your Son, Emmanuel, you have shown us your light and saved us from the 
power of sin. 
Bless us as we light the candles on this wreath. 
Increase our longing for your presence, that at the celebration of your Son’s 
birth his Spirit might dwell anew in our midst, for he is our light and our 
salvation. 
Blessed be God forever. 

C Amen. 
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ADVENT WREATH LIGHTING – “Christ, Be Our Light” - stanza 4 ELW 715 

 



5 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose home is heaven and earth, 

whose salvation is sure. 
C Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
Silence is kept for reflection. 

Long-expected God, 
we confess that we look to ourselves for the peace and security only you 
can provide. We reach for swords and spears, reluctant to release our grip 
on the ways of war. We become impatient while waiting and weary of 
keeping awake. Free us from self-reliance, and teach us to live in harmony 
with our neighbors. Increase our trust in God’s timing, and awaken us to 
your advent among us, that we may abound in the hope you have 
promised. Amen. 
God judges us not as we deserve, but according to God’s own righteousness. 

☩ You are freed and forgiven, saved by grace, and ready to welcome the 

Savior. 
 Amen. 
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*OPENING HYMN         “The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came” ELW 265 

 
 

*GREETING 
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 
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*KYRIE  ELW pg. 156-157 
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you.  
 Let us pray… 
 Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. With your abundant grace and might, 

free us from the sin that hinders our faith, that eagerly we may receive your 
promises, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

 Amen. 
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THE WORD 

FIRST READING  Isaiah 7:10-16 

An Israelite and Aramean military coalition presented a serious threat to King Ahaz of 
Judah. In response, Ahaz decided to secure his throne and kingdom by seeking 
Assyrian help. Isaiah reminds Ahaz that human attempts to establish security will fail. 
The prophet gives the sign that is the only source of true safety: Immanuel, God is with 
us! 

L The First Reading according to Isaiah 7:10-16 
 10 The LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11 “Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be 

deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” 12 But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not 
put the LORD to the test.” 13 Then Isaiah said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it 
too little for you to weary mortals that you weary my God also? 14 Therefore the 
Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall 
bear a son and shall name him Immanuel. 15 He shall eat curds and honey by the 
time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 16 For before the child 
knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before whose two 
kings you are in dread will be deserted.” 

 The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
THE PSALM Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 read responsively 
A 1 Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph like a flock; shine forth, you that 

are enthroned upon the cherubim. 
C  2 In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, and Manasseh, stir up your 

strength and come to help us. 
 3 Restore us, O God; let your face shine upon us, and we shall be saved. 
 4 O LORD God of hosts, how long will your anger fume when your people 

pray? 
 5 You have fed them with the bread of tears; you have given them bowls of tears 

to drink. 
 6 You have made us the derision of our neighbors, and our enemies laugh 

us to scorn. 
 7 Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine upon us, and we shall be 

saved. 
 17 Let your hand be upon the one at your right hand, the one you have 

made so strong for yourself. 
 18 And so will we never turn away from you; give us life, that we may call upon 

your name. 
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 19 Restore us, O LORD God of hosts; let your face shine upon us, and we 
shall be saved. 

A Holy wisdom, Holy word. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING   Romans 1:1-7 

Most of the Christians in Rome do not know Paul. In this letter’s opening he introduces 
himself as an apostle divinely appointed to spread God’s gospel. The gospel’s content 
is the promised coming of Christ, and Paul’s mission is to bring about the obedience of 
faith among all nations, including his Roman audience.  

L The First Reading according to Romans 1:1-7 
1 Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel 
of God, 2 which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy 
scriptures, 3 the gospel concerning his Son, who was descended from David 
according to the flesh 4 and was declared to be Son of God with power according 
to the spirit of holiness by resurrection from the dead, Jesus Christ our 
Lord, 5 through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring about the 
obedience of faith among all the gentiles for the sake of his name, 6 including you 
who are called to belong to Jesus Christ, 
7 To all God’s beloved in Rome, who are called to be saints:  Grace to you and 
peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.. 

 The word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION – verse 1  “We Are Waiting for Jesus” 
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*GOSPEL  Matthew 1:18-25 

Matthew’s story of Jesus’ birth focuses on the role of Joseph, who adopts the divinely-
begotten child into the family of David and obediently gives him the name Jesus, which 
means “God saves.” 

P The Holy Gospel according to Matthew 1:18-25 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
P 18 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother 

Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found 
to be pregnant from the Holy Spirit. 19 Her husband Joseph, being a righteous 
man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to divorce her 
quietly. 20 But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared 
to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary 
as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear 
a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their 
sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the 
prophet: 

 23 “Look, the virgin shall become pregnant and give birth to a son, and they shall 
name him Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with us.” 24 When Joseph awoke 
from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his 
wife 25 but had no marital relations with her until she had given birth to a son, and 
he named him Jesus. 

P The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Verse 2 “We Are Waiting for Jesus” 
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CHILDREN’S SERMON  Pastor Jason Northridge 
 
Following the Children’s Sermon, Children and Children’s Choir leaders are dismissed 

to Children’s Choir rehearsal and will return for the Offertory Anthem. 

 
SERMON  Pastor Jason Northridge 
 
*HYMN OF THE DAY ”Savior of the Nations, Come” ELW 263 
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INSTALLATION OF COUNCIL 
 
*NICENE CREED 
A Let us affirm our faith through the words of the Nicene Creed. 
C  We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 

begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through 
him all things were made. 

 For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, was incarnate of 
the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and became truly human. 

 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and 
was buried. 

 On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; he 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end. 

 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 
the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is worshiped 
and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. 

 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
 We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. 
 Amen. 
 
*PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
A In our waiting and watching, we come to you in prayer, O God, trusting your 

promise to renew the church, the nations, and the whole creation. 
A brief silence. 

 In the anticipation of these days, prepare our hearts for your arrival. Stir our 
spirits through the gifts of artists, musicians, poets, and preachers, as together 
we proclaim your advent among us. God of grace, 

C hear our prayer. 
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The earth breaks forth in singing as it heralds the Messiah’s coming. Fill our 
hearts with wonder as we join heaven and nature in announcing this holy birth. 
God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
You send your saving grace and peace to the nations. Lead us in work for 
justice and care for the common good. May we meet the Christ-child we seek in 
the faces of our neighbors. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
When tears of grief, exhaustion, or loneliness come, or physical or emotional 
hurt overwhelms us, come to our aid. Uphold all who are anxious, who know the 
challenges of depression, or who are ill. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Surround expectant parents and those suffering from infant loss with 
communities of support. Bless young children and new parents. Guide us in 
ways that provide safety for all children and those who care for them. God of 
grace, 
hear our prayer. 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 
 We give thanks for all who have treasured the gospel and lived in faithful service. 

Strengthen our earthly journeys until, at the last, your face shines upon us and 
we are held in your in love. God of grace, 
hear our prayer. 
Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in your 
mercy through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel. 

 Amen. 
 
SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 

The people may greet one another with a sign of Christ's peace, 
and may say, "Peace be with you," or similar words. 

The assembly is seated. 

 
THE MEAL 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM “Who Are We Waiting For” Schram 
  Children’s Choir 

"Who Are We Waiting For"    words and music by Ruth Schram 
© 2017 Hal Leonard LLC - All Rights Reserved 

Reprinted/Podcast/Streamed with permission under One License #A-707280. - All rights reserved. 
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There are several ways of making your offerings to God during this time. 
One is to place your offering in our offering plates as they are passed. 
You can give electronically at https://stpaulsyorkst.org/give or scan this 

QR Code and when the plate passes by, you may simply meditate on the 
gifts that you are currently making online or monthly. We do have cards 

that you can put in the plate indicating that you give electronically. A 
supply of those cards is available at each entrance to the sanctuary. 
If you are not able to give monetarily during this time, know that your 

prayers and praise are a pleasing offering to God. If you can give a little 
more during this time, please consider doing so as a way of supporting 

your fellow disciples who are not able to. 

 
*OFFERING RESPONSE      “In the Bleak Midwinter”  ELW 294, 3rd verse only 

 

 

 

 

  

about:blank
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*OFFERTORY PRAYER  
A  Let us pray.  

Nourishing God, 
C you are water in the wilderness and streams in the desert. Through this 

meal, satisfy our parched places, that we may rejoice and be for the world 
signs of your kingdom come. Amen. 

 
*DIALOGUE 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts. 
 We lift them to the Lord. 
 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
*PREFACE 
P It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our 
Savior Jesus Christ. You comforted your people with the promise of the 
Redeemer, through whom you will also make all things new in the day when he 
comes to judge the world in righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of angels, 
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join 
their unending hymn: 

 
*SANCTUS 
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*THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
P Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life: 

Blessed are you for the birth of creation. 
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light. 
Blessed are you for your promise to your people. 
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. 
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will. 
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word made flesh. 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave 
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, 
saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people  
for the forgiveness of sin. 
Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 
C Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

 With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of 
grace and truth. We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We 
look with hope for his coming. 

 Come, Lord Jesus. 
 Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your 

Word take flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift 
of peace on earth. 

 Come, Holy Spirit. 
 All praise and glory are yours, Holy One of Israel, Word of God incarnate, 

Power of the Most High, one God, now and forever. 
 Amen! 

*LORD’S PRAYER  
P Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us… 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

 
*INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
P Here is life. God is with us. Come, receive what God has promised. 

All are welcome to commune. If you wish to receive communion from your seat, please let an usher 
know. Gluten free wafers and grape juice are also available. 

 
AGNUS DEI 
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DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 
 
COMMUNION ANTHEM “Still, Still, Still” Australian Christmas Carol 
 Children’s Choir 

COMMUNION ANTHEM “A Candle is Burning”  
 Heritage Choir 

*POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace.  
C Amen. 
 
*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
A Let us pray… 

God our host, 
at this table you have fed us with joy and gladness. Send us forth, eager to 
share the feast, welcome the stranger, and bear good fruit in the name of 
Jesus. 

C Amen. 
 
*BLESSING 

P May God who comes among us, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, grant you 

patience in waiting, peace in the darkness, and good news to share today and 
always. 

C Amen.  
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*SENDING HYMN “Joy to the World” ELW 267 
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*DISMISSAL 
A  Go in peace. Keep awake. 
C  We are called through Christ to praise God and love generously. Thanks be 

to God.  
  
* Stand if you are comfortable  
Portions from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2025 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. 
Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS103665   "Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream 
some or all of the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE with license #A-707280. All rights reserved.” 
"Permission to reprint, podcast, and / or stream some or all of the music in this service obtained from CCLI with license #A-779220. All 
rights reserve 
 
 
 

 December 21 December 28 
Saturday night Worship Russ Kaltreider (12/20) Bill and Deb Sowers (12/28) 
Assisting Minister: Frank Hueske Frank Hueske 
Acolyte: Dilynn Long Nora Weible 
Advent Candle Lighters Dierks Wiles and family 
Cantor Gretchen Walter 
Lay Reader: Michelle Johnson Norma Lucabaugh 
Communion Distributors Russ Kaltreider Sherry Cracium-Bolin 
 Maureen Kaltreider Frank Hueske 
Ushers: Michael Kelly Michael Kelly 
 Sharon Kelly Sharon Kelly 
Altar: Linda Knapp Linda Knapp 
 Sally Lovelace Sally Lovelace 

 
ONE VASE OF ALTAR FLOWERS is sponsored to the glory of God and in honor of 
Jocelyn Fissel's birthday by Linda and Leroy Zellers. 
 
ONE VASE OF ALTAR FLOWERS is sponsored to the glory of God and in memory of 
departed loved ones by Joan Witman and family. 
 
THE COMMUNION BREAD AND WINE is sponsored to the glory of God and in honor 
of Christopher Johnson's 19th birthday on December 20th by Mom, Dad, Lura and Carly. 
 
COUNCIL will meet immediately following today’s service in the conference room on 
the second floor for our 2026 reorganization meeting. 
 
DECEMBER’S DESIGNATED GIVING will go to the Hanover Area Council of Churches’ 
Changing Lives Shelter. 
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WE GIVE THANKS TO GOD for those who have agreed to serve our congregation in 
leadership. Today we joyfully welcome our new council members: Doug Riley and Mary 
Yohe. We are grateful for the members of St. Paul’s Council and their willingness to 
share their time, gifts, and faith as they serve this coming year.   
 
JANUARY’S DESIGNATED GIVING will go to the Hanover Area Council of Churches. 
 
WE HAVE ALREADY COMPLETED the Advent in Full Color poster for this season, but 
GOOD NEWS...there is one more available for us to complete! Come join in the lounge 
to work on it and enjoy some conversation along with fellowship following worship each 
week! 
 
PASTOR JASON WILL CONTINUE MID-WEEK DEVOTIONS ON WEDNESDAY, 
January 7, from 12:15 – 12:35 pm. All are welcome to join us in the church lounge.  
 
2026 OFFERING ENVELOPE BOXES are available to pick up in the hallway on the 
pulpit side. Please do not use any of the new offering envelopes from your box 
before January 1, 2026 to ensure that you are properly credited for your offerings.  
Please feel free to contact Maureen in the church office (717-637-5941 or 
finance@stpaulsyorkst.org) anytime you have questions about your offerings. 
 
ST. PAUL’S MEN IN MISSION are sponsoring a "Healthy Steps for Older Adults" in 
conjunction with the York County Office of the Aging. This is a 2-session class to be held 
in our fellowship hall on Monday, March 23rd and 30th, from 10am-12 noon. More details 
and a sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board across from Pastor Jason's office. Class is 
limited to 15 people. 
 
SPONSORSHIPS AVAILABLE: Please contact Carmen Buckley in the church 
office or at assistant@stpaulsyorkst.org 
Radio–Jan. 11, 18 & 25 ($60 per date or any portion you desire per date) 

Altar Flowers- Jan. 11, 18 & 25 (2 vases at $20 each) 
Communion Bread and Wine- Jan. 11, 18 & 25  ($12 each date) 
Worship Bulletins- Jan. 11, 18 & 25 ($20 each date) 
Eternal Flame- Jan. 11, 18 & 25 ($10 each date) 
 
JOIN US ON DEC. 28 following worship in Fellowship Hall for a Faith Formation event 
including a nativity pageant led by our younger members. ALL will be able to participate 
in telling the story by joining in with the singing of Christmas hymns. We'll end our time 
together with a small "Happy Birthday, Jesus!" celebration.  
 

mailto:finance@stpaulsyorkst.org
mailto:assistant@stpaulsyorkst.org
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CARDS TO HOMEBOUND - A sign-up sheet can be found on the bulletin board by 
Pastor’s Office. There you will see a list of those of our members that are homebound 
with their birthdates and addresses. Please pick at least one member and make a 
commitment to seeing that the person gets a birthday card and a card for major holidays 
in 2026. This is an easy way for us to share Christ’s love and concern for those of our 
members that are no longer able to attend church. We would like to have everyone 
covered by January 1, 2026. Thanks for helping with this project. 
 
 

 SUN., DEC. 21 8:30 am Radio Broadcast – 95.3 FM & 1280 AM 
  9:30 am Worship Service – 4th Sunday of Advent 
 Immediately following Worship Coffee Hour – lounge 
   Council Reorganization Meeting – Conf. Room 
   Faith Formation – Children - 2nd floor 
   Daily Discipleship class – nursery across from lounge 
   Adult Choir II rehearsal 
  11:00 am Private Use – Fellowship Hall 
 
  
 TUES., DEC. 23 10:00 am Advent Bible Study – Conference Room-2nd floor 
 
 WED., DEC. 24 7:05 pm Prelude Music – Sanctuary 
  7:30 pm Christmas Eve Candlelighting Service 
 
 THUR., DEC. 25  MERRY CHRISTMAS! 
 
 FRI., DEC. 26 3:00 pm Grocery Ministry prep – Gym 
 
 SAT., DEC. 27 9:00 am Grocery Ministry – volunteers needed 
  11:00 am Private Use – Fellowship Hall 
  5:00 pm Saturday Evening Service 
  6:15 pm Narcotics Anonymous – Fellowship Hall 
 
 SUN., DEC. 28 8:30 am Radio Broadcast – 95.3 FM & 1280 AM 
  9:30 am Worship Service – 1st Sunday of Christmas 
 Immediately following Worship Coffee Hour – Fellowship Hall 
   Intergenerational Faith Formation – Fellowship Hall 
  

THE CHURCH OFFICE IS CLOSED FROM DECEMBER 23 – JANUARY 5 
THE CHURCH OFFICE WILL RE-OPEN ON TUESDAY, JANUARY 6 AT 9 AM 
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