
PUBLIC LAW 85-671 

AN ACT 

To provide for the distribution of the land and as-
sets of certain Indian rancheriae and reservations in 
California, and for other purposes. 

[August 18, 1958; R. R. 2824] 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Renrenontatives of the United States of 
kerALsinallgyese assambled, That the lands, including minerals, water rights„ and 
improwements 'coated on the lands, and other assets of the following rancherias and 
reservations in the State of California shall be distributed in accordance with the 
provisions of this Act: Alexander Valley, Auburn, Big Sandy, Big Valley, Blue Lake, 
Buena Vista, Cache Creek, Chicken Ranch, Chico, Cloverdale, Cold Springs, Elk Valley, 
GuidivilIel Graton, Greenville, Hopland, Indian Ranch, Lytton, Mark West, Middletown, 
Montgomery Creek, Mooretown, Nevada City, North pork, Paskenta, Picayune, Pinoleville, 
Potter Valley, Quartz Valley, Redding, Redwood Valley, Robinson, Rohnervillet Ruffeys, 
Scotts Valley, Smith River, Strawberry Valley, Table Bluff, Table Mountain, Upper Lake, 
Wilton. 

SEC. 2. (a) The Indians who hold formal or informal assignments on each reserva-
tion or rancheria, or the Indians of such reservation or rancheria, or the Secretary 
of the /interior after consultation with such Indians, shall prepare a plan for distri-
buting to individual Indians the assets of the reservation or rancheria, including the 
assigned and the unassigned lands, or for conveying such assets to a corporation or 
other legal entity organized or designated by the group, or for conveying such assetS 
to the group as tenants in common. The Secretary shall provide such assistance to 
the Indians as is necessary to organize a corporation or other legal entity for the 
purposes of this Act, 

(b) General notice shall be given of the contents of a plan prepared pursuant to 
subsection (a) of this section and approved by the Secretary, and any Indian who feels 
that he is unfairly treated in the proposed distribution of the property shall be gives 
en an opportunity to present his views and arguments for the consideration of the Sec-
retary, After such consideration, the plan or a revision thereof shall be submitted 
for the approval of the adult Indians who will participate in the distribution of the 
property, and if the plan is approved by a majority of such Indians who vote in a ref-
erendUm called for that purpose by the Secretary the plan shall be carried out. It 
is the intention of Congress that such plan shall be completed net more than three 
years after it is 'approved,. 

(o) Any grantee under the provisions of this section shall receive an unrestricted 
title to the property conveyed, and the conveyance shall be recorded in the appropri-
ate county Office, 

(d) No property distributed under the provisions of this Act shall at the time of 
distribution be subject to any Federal or State income tax, Following any distribu-
tion of property made Under the provisions of this Act, such property and any income 
derived therefrom by the distributee shall be subject to the same taxes, State and 
Federal, as in the case of non-Indians:  Rrovided, That for the purpose of capital 
'ns or losses the base value of the property shall be the value of the property when 

kj34tributed to the individual, corporation, or other legal entity. 
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BBC. 3.. Before making the conveyances authorized by this Act on any rancheria or 
reservation, the Secretary of the Interior is direoted: 

(a) To cause surveys to be made of the exterior or interior boundaries of the 
lands to the extent that such surveys are necessary or appropriate for the conveyance 
of marketable and recordable titles to the lands. 

(b) To complete any aonstruction or improvement required to bring Indian Bureau 
roads serving the rancherian or reservations up to adequate standards comparable to 
standards for simiAar roads of the State or subdivision thereof, The Secretary is 
authorized to contaact with the State of California or political subdivisions thereof 
for the construction or improvement of such roads and to expend under such contracts 
moneys appropriated by Congress for the Indian road system* When such roads are 
transferred to the State or local government the Secretary le authorized to convey 
rights-of-way for such roads, including any improvements thereon*

(c) To install or rehabilitate such irrigation or domestic water systems as he 
and the Indians affected agree, within a reasonable time, should be completed by the 
United States. 

(d) To cancel all reimbursable indebtedness owing to the United States on account 
of unpaid construction, operation, and maintenance charges for water facilities on 
the reservation or rancheria, 

(e) To exchange any lands within the rancheria or reservation that are held by 
the United States for the use of Indians which the Secretary and the Indians affected 
agree should be exchanged before the termination of the Federal trust for non-Indian 
lands and improvements of approximately equal value. 

SEC. 4. Nothing in this Act shall abrogate any water right that exists by virtue 
of the laws of the United States, To the extent that the laws of the State of Cali-
fornia are not now applicable to any water right appurtenant to any lands involved 
herein they shall continue to be inapplicable. while the water right is in Indian 
ownership for a varied not to exceed fifteen years after the conveyance pursuant to 
this Act of an unrestricted title thereto, and thereafter the applicability of such 
laws shall be without prejudice to the priority of any such right not theretofore 
based upon State law, During the time such State law is not applicable the Attorney 
General shall represent the Indian owner in all legal proceedings, including proceed-
ings before administrative bodies, involving such water right, and in any necessary 
affirmative action to prevent adverse appropriation of water which would encroach up-
on the Indian water right, 

S . 5. (a) The Secretary of the Interior is authorized to convey without con-
sideration to Indians who receive conveyances of land pursuant to this Act, or to a 
corporation or other legal entity organized by such Indians, or to a public or non-
profit body, any federally owned property on the reservations or rancherias subject 
to this Act that is not needed for the administration of Indian affairs in California, 

(b) For the purposes of this Act, the assets of the Upper Lake Rancheria and the 
Robinson Rancheria shall include the one-hundred-and sixty-acre tract set aside as a 
wood reserve for the Upper Lake Indians by secretarial order dated February 15, 1907, 

(c) The Secretary of the Interior is authorized to sell the five hundred and sixs 
ty acres of land, more or less, which were withdrawn from entry, sale, or other dies, 
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position, and set aside for the Indians of Indian Ranch, Inyo County, California, by 
the Act of March 3, 1928 (45 Stat, 162), and to distribute the proceeds of sale among 
the heirs of George Hanson,. 

SEC.. 8, The Secretary of the Interior shall disburse to the Indians of the ran-
cherlas and reservations that are subject to this Act all funds of such Indians that 
are in the custody of the United States, 

SEC, 7, Nothing in this Act shall affect any claim filed before the Indian Claims 
CommiesfLon, or the right, if any, of the Indians subject to this Act to ehare in any 
judgment recovered against the United States an behalf of the Indians of California' 

SEC. 8, Before conveying or distributing property pursuant to this Act, the Sec-
retary of the Interior shall protect the rights of individual Indians who are minors, 
non compos mentis, or in the opinion of the Secretary in need of assistance in con,. 
ducting their affairs, by causing the appointment of guardians for such Indians in 
courts of competent jurisdiction, or by such other means as he may deem adequate, 
without application from such Indians, including but not limited to the creation of 
a trust for such Indians' property with a trustee selected by the Secretary, or the 
purchase by the Secretary of annuities for such Indians, 

SEC, 9. Prior to the termination of the Federal trust relationship in accordance 
with the provisions of this Act, the Secretary of the Interior is authorized to under-
take, within the limits of available appropriations, a special program of education 
and training designed to help the Indians to sarn a livelihood, to conduct their own 
affairs, and to assume their responsibilities as citizens without special services 
because of their status as Indians. Such program may include language training, or-
ientplion in non-Indian community customs and living standards, vocational training 
and related subjects, transportation to the place of training or instruction, and sub--
sistence during the course of training or instruction. For the purposes of such pro» 
gram, the Secretary is authorized to enter into contracts or agreements with any Fed-
eral agency from undertaking any other program for the education and training of In-
dians with funds appropriated to it, 

SEC. 10, (a) The plan for the distribution of the assets of a rancheria or re-
servation, when approved by the Secretary and by the Indians in a referendum vote as 
provided in subsection 2 (b) of this Act, shall be final, and the distribution of as-

sets pursuant to such plan shall not be the basis for any claim against the United 
States by an Indian who receives or is denied a part of the assets distributed, 

(b) After the assets of a rancheria or reservation have been distributed pursu-

ant to this Act, the Indians who receive any part of such assets, and the dependent 
members of their immediate families, shall not be entitled to any of the services per-
formed by the United States for Indians because of their statue as Indians, all stat-
utes of the United States which affect Indians because of their status as Indians 
shall be inapplicable to them, and the laws of the several States shall apply to them 

in the same manner as they apply to other citizens or persons within their jurisdict-

ion. Nothing in this act, however, shall affect the status of such persons as citi-
zens of the United States■

SEC. 11. The constitution and corporate charter adopted pursuant to the act of 
June 18, 1934 (48 Stat, 984), as amended, by any rancheria or reservation subject to 

this Act shall be revoked by the Secretary of the Interior when a plan is approved by 
a majority of the adult Indiana thereof pursuant to subsection 2 (b) of this Act, 
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SEC. 12. The Secretary of the Interior is authorized to issue such rules end re-
gulations and to execute or approve such conveyancing instruments as he deems ne-
cessary to carry out the provisions of this Act. 

SEC. 13. There is authorized to be appropriated not to exceed 5109,235 to carry 
out the provisions of this Act. 

Approved "....Igust 18, 1056. 

* * * 
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§ 242.1 Title 25--Chapter I § 242.4 

SUBCHAPTER V-TERMINATION OF FEDERAL-INDIAN RELATIONSHIPS 

SUBCHAPTER V-TERMINATION OF FEDERAL-INDIAN 
RELATIONSHIPS [ADDED] 

PART 242-CALIFORNIA RANCHE-
RIAS AND RESERVATIONS--DISTRI-
BUTION OF ASSETS 

Sec. 
242.1 Purpose and scope. 
242.2 Definitions. 
242.8 Plan of distribution. 
242.4 General notice. 
242.5 Objections to plan. 
242.6 Referendum. 
242.7 Beneficial interest. 
242.8 Organized rancheria or reservation. 
242.9 Rancheria or reservation business 

corporation. 
242.10 Proclamation. 

Atrrnoarrr: fi 242.1 to 242.10 Maned under 
sec. 12 of the Act of August 18, 1950 (72 
Stat. 819). 

Sanwa: if 242.1 to 242.10 appear at 24 P.R. 
4653, June 9, 1959, 

g 242.1 Purpose and scope. 

The purpose of this part is to provide 
policies and procedures governing the 
distribution of the assets of the following 
rancherlas and reservations in the State 
of California: Alexander Valley, Auburn, 
Big Sandy, Big Valley, Blue Lake, Buena 
Vista, Cache Creek, Chicken Ranch, 
Chico, Cloverdale. Cold Springs, Elk 
Valley. Guldiville, ()ratan, Greenville, 
Ropland, Indian Ranch, Lytton, Mark 
West, Middletown, Montgomery Creek, 
Mooretown, Nevada City, North Fork, 
Paskenta, Picayune, Pinoleville, Potter 
Valley, Quarts Valley. Redding, Redwood 
Valley. Robinson, Rohnerville. Ruffeys, 
Scotts Valley, Smith River, Strawberry 
Valley, Table Bluff, Table Mountain, Up-
per Lake and Wilton. 

§ 242.2 Definitions. 

As used in this part, terms shall have 
the meanings set forth in this section. 

(a) "Adult Indian" means any Indian 
who 18 an adult under the laws of the 
State in which he Is domiciled. 

(b) "Distributee" means any Indian 
who is entitled to receive, under a plan 
preparA pursuant to section 2 of the Act 
of August '18, 1958 (72 Stat, 819), any 
assets of a rancheria or reservation. 

(c) "Dependent members", as used in 
the phrase "dependent members of their 
immediate families", includes all persons 
for whose support the distributee is 
legally liable according to the laws of 
the State of California and who are re-
lated by blood or adoption or by mar-
riage, including common law or custom-
ary marriage, who are domiciled in the 
household of the distributee, and who re-
ceive more than one-half of their sup-
port from such distributee. 

(d) "Formal assignment" means any 
privilege.of use and/or occupancy of the 
real property of a rancheria or reserva-
tion which is evidenced by a document 
in writing. 

(e) "Informal assignment" means any 
privilege or claim of privilege of use and/ 
or occupancy of the real property of a 
rancheria or reservation, not based on an 
instrument in writing. 

§ 242.3 Plan of distribution. 
The plan of distribution to be pre-

pared under section 2 of the Rancheria 
Act shall be in writing and may be pre-
pared by those Indians who hold formal 
or informal assignments on the rancher's 
or reservation involved, or by those In-
dians who have or claim to have some 
special relationship to the particular 
rancheria or reservation involved, not 
shared by Indians in general, or may be 
prepared by the Secretary of the Interior 
after consultation with such Indians. 
Any such plan must be approved by the 
Secretary before submission to the dis-
tributees for approval. Such plan shall 
provide for a description of the class 
of persons who shall be entitled to par-
ticipate in the distribution of the assets 
and shall identify, by name and last 
known address, those persons to be dis-
tributees under the plan and dependent 
members of their immediate family. 

242.4 General notice. 
When the Secretary has approved a 

plan for the distribution of the assets 
of a rancheria or reservation, a general 
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§ 242.5 Title 25--Chapter I § 242.9 

notice of the contents of such plan shall 
be given in the following manner: 

(a) Service by regular mail, or in per-
son, of a copy of the plan to those who 
participated in the drafting of the plan, 
and to the distributees named in the 
plan. 

(b) Service by regular mail, or in per-
son, of a copy of the plan to all other 
persons who have indicated by a letter 
addressed to the Area Director that they 
claim an interest in the assets of the 
rancheria or reservation involved. 

(c) Posting a copy of the plan in s 
public place on the rancheria or reserva-
tion, and in the Post Office serving the 
rancheria or reservation. 

§ 242.5 Objections to plan. 

Any Indian who feels that he is un-
fairly treated in the proposed distribu-
tion of the property of a rancheria or 
reservation as set forth in a plan pre-
pared and approved under 1242.3 may, 
within 3D days after the date of the gen-
eral notice, submit his views and argu-
ments in writing to the Area Director, 
Bureau of Indian Affairs, P.O. Box 749, 
Sacramento, California. The Area Di-
rector shall act for persons who are 
minors or non compos mentis if he finds 
that such persons are unfairly treated 
in the proposed distribution of the prop-
erty. Such views and arguments shall 
be promptly forwarded by the Area Di-
rector for consideration by the Secretary. 

§ 242.6 Referendum. 
After consideration by the Secretary 

of all views and arguments, the plan or a 
revision thereof, and a notice of a refer-
endum meeting, shall be sent by regis-
tered mail, return receipt requested, to 
each distributee. Thereafter, the Secre-
tary shall cause a referendum to be held 
at a general meeting of the distributees, 
at the time and place set forth in the 
notice of the meeting. Any adult Indian 
distributee may indicate his acceptance 
or rejection of the plan by depositing his 
ballot in a ballot box at the meeting place 
or by mailing his ballot to the Area Di-
rector, Bureau of Indian Affairs, P.O. Box 
749, Sacramento, California, clearly 
marked on the envelope the rancheria or 
reservation referendum for which the 
ballot is being submitted. All ballots 
which are mailed shall be posted so as to 
be received at least two days before the 
date set for the referendum meeting. 
Ballots received thereafter shall not be 

accepted. At the close of the meeting 
all ballots shall be counted; and if the 
plan is approved by a majority of the 
adult Indian distributees, it shall be final 
and shall take effect on the date 
approved. 

§ 242.7 Beneficial interest. 
Upon approval of a plan or a revision 

thereof by the Secretary of the Interior. 
and acceptance by a majority of the 
adult Indian distributees, the distribu-
tees listed in the plan shall be the final 
list of Indians entitled to participate in 
the distribution of the assets of the 
rancheria or reservation and the rights 
or beneficial interests in the property of 
each person whose name appears on this 
list shall constitute vested property 
which may be inherited or bequeathed 
but shall not otherwise be subject to 
alienation or encumbrance before the 
transfer of title to such property. 

§ 242.8 Organized rancheria or reser-
vation. 

When a plan for the distribution of 
the assets of a rancheria or reservation 
organized under section 18 of the Indian 
Reorganization Act (25 U.S.C. 478) shall 
have been approved and adopted at a 
referendum held for the purpose, the 
governing body of such constitutional 
rancheria or reservation shall cause a fi-
nal financial statement to be prepared, 
including a certificate that all the obliga-
tions and debts of said rancheria or 
reservation have been liquidated or ad-
justed and that all the assets have been 
or are simultaneously therewith conveyed 
to persons or groups authorized by law 
to receive them which may include any 
organization under State law. The con-
stitution of the group shall upon receipt 
of a satisfactory certificate of completion 
be revoked by the Secretary. 

§ 242.9 Rancheria or reservation busi-
ness corporation. 

When a plan for the distribution of the 
assets of a tribal business corporation 
has been approved and adopted by a ref-
erendum held for the purpose, the Board 
of Directors, or equivalent, of such Indian 
business corporation shall cause a final 
financial statement to be prepared and 
submitted to the Area Director, includ-
ing a certificate that all the obligations 
and debts of said corporation have been 
liquidated or adjusted and that all the 
assets of such corporation have been or 
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§ 242.10 Title 25—Chapter I § 242.10 

are simultaneously therewith conveyed 
to persons or corporations authorised by 
law to receive them. The charter of the 
group shall upon receipt of a satisfactory 
certificate of completion be revoked by 
the Secretary. 
g 242.10 ProciamAdm. 

When the provisions of a plan have 
been carried out to the satisfaction of 
the Secretary, he shall publish in the 
FEDZIAL Mourns a proclamation declar-
ing that the special relationship of the 
United States to the rancherla or reser-
vation and to the distributees find the 
dependent members of their immediate 
families is terminated. The proclama-
tion shall list the names of the dis-
tributees and dependent members of 
their immediate families who are no 
longer entitled to any services performed 
by the United States for Indiana because 
of their status as Indians. 

168 
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UNITED STATES 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

kzier(AIL 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
Sacramento Area Office 

P. 0. Box 749 
Sacramento 4, Cantor 

Commissioner, Bureau of Indian Affairs 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 

Tribal Programs 
103.3 

1q58 

Washington 25, D. C. 
Attention: Legislative Associate 

Dear Sir: Commissioner 

Inasmuch as Mooretown Rancheria has been the subject 
of correspondence between you and Congressman Engle and since 
there is the possibility that the rancheria may be added to the 
Rancheria Bill, the following information is furnished. 

Mooretown Rancheria is located about one and one-half 
miles from the town of Feather Falls in Butte County, California. 
It consists of two eighty acre tracts, one-half mile apart. The 
eastern tract was purchased in 1915 from the Central Pacific Rail-
way. It is presently occupied by Mr. Fred Taylor who, according 
to the enclosed statement, has lived continuously on the rancheria 
since prior to its purchase by the Federal Government. The second 
house on this tract belongs to Mr. Taylor's step-daughter, Mrs. Katy 
Archuleta, who presently lives in'the neighboring town of Oroville 
but whose non-Indian husband, and occasionally some of their children, 
continue to occupy the house. 

The western tract, which was set aside by Executive Order 
of June 6, 1894, has been occupied for the past eighteen years by 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Jackson. Mr. Engle's letter to you of March 18, 
1958, refers to a letter of February 4, 1958, written on behalf of 
Mr. Jackson by a son-in-law, Herman Steidel. Enclosed are copies of 
a letter written in 1954 and on January 9, 1958, also in Mr. Jackson's 

behalf. 

Both portions of the rancheria are presently served with 
adequate roads. Both the Taylor and the Jackson homes have electri-
city and obtain domestic water from good springs which have been 
developed and are pumped to the houses. Both residents have rights 
to irrigation water from a ditch crossing the rancheria. Both Mr. 
and Mrs. Jackson and Mr. Taylor receive Old Age Security payments 
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from the Butte County Welfare Department. The exterior boundaries 
of the rancheria were surveyed by this office in March of 1954. 
The land is used primarily for hose sites and is not arable except 
for a small garden plot adjoining each house. Should title to the 
rancheria be transferred to the resident occupants. no particular 
problems or difficulties are foreseen except the possible need for 
internal surveys. A work sheet such as yes furnished for other 
rancherias in the group is enclosed. 

Enclosures 5 

2 

Sincerely yours. 

Area Director 

kee 
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1. 111M 111111,111111111""1 
September 1952 

United States 
Department of the Interior 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Sacramento Area Office 
Sacramento 4, California 

Dear Sirs: 

vie Of %la 

5 EIC

1 uvl

In reference to Public Law 85-671, we, the Lnuer nei,
ize our reasons for asking for a clear fee si:-:7)1e title 
land are ocznoying. 

I, Robert --Jackson and my wife Ina Jackson, have 1:v, 
::ooretown Nancheria as sole residents for ninet._3er;

At te time we took 117 our residence here, ti-,era 
small cabin in run--3ol,n co':,dition on il-e ple2e. 
ary reairs SO t3 at we could live 
fruit trees in neglecti condition the.).t 

-,roJr's-7 in. 

T still able to tbat 
to .:hi'Ke 
over t.re :lso 

arei. 

r 

r r t 

• 

• • 
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- 2 - 

As early as 1948, when we first contacted the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs in reference to securing a trust patent, the former 
area director, Walter Wochlke, gave us the right to make im-
provements, and assured us they would be safe. 

Therefore it has been our hope for years to one day have clear 
title to the land we occupy, that we could rest assured ,re own 
our home and to protect our investments and labor we have expended 
here. 

Sincerely yours, 

Hobert Ja son 

Signed 

Writtea  212 ,tc. 
Ii.erman Steldl 
2705 Fay Way 
Crovi..17. e , cal; 

e-
-4,11  4 eLL., 

Ina ac,:so 
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eld.„ 

4 11, 

March 15, 1959 

United States 
Department of the Interior 
Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Washington 0, D.C. 

Dear Sirs: 

In reference to Public Law 85-67l, under section 2, we, the under-
signed, summarize our reasons for asking for a clear fee simple 
title to the land we areoccupying. 

I, Robert Jackson and my wife Ina Jackson, have lived here on 
Mooretown Rancheria as sole residents for nineteen years. 

At the time we took up our residence here, there was omly a small 
cabin in run-down condition on the place. We made necessary repairs 
so that we could live in it. There were also a few fruit trees in 
neglected condition that required much work to make them produce 
again. 

As I was still able to work at that time, we saved and started to 
make improvements. We started a new house which we completed over 
the years. We also planted new fruit trees and cleared a large 
garden area and fenced it in. 

During our years here we also had electricity brought in to the 
place and had our house wired. As there were interruptions in our 
supply of water, we had to build a small reservoir and install a 
pressure system. This supplies water to our house. 

Two years ago we added a bathroom to our house and had butane gas 
installed which we use for cooking and the water heater. 

All this has been accomplished through our own means over the years. 
We have endeavored to make a home for ourselves according to the 
best of our means and ability, without any help. 

As early as 1948, when we first contacted the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs in reference to securing a trust patent, the former area 
director, Walter Wochlke, gave us the right to make improvements, 
and assured us they would be safe. 
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Therefore it has been our hope for years to one day have clear 
title to the land we occupy, that we could rest assured we own 
our home and to protect our investments and labor we'have expan-
ded here. 

Sincerely' yours, 

Signed 0-6 7(t,A691 #-- 
Robert arson 

Signed  4 1„,,a; 4L41'yL„, 
Ina J son 

Mooretown Indian Rancheria 
Feather Falls Star Route 
°ravine, California 

Prepared •  v -ae! 
F' an Steidi 
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Tribal Programs 
3492-59 

FU COPY 
SURNAME: 

Mr. Siebert Jackson 
MOorotown Inds :n 1L nclksria 
Feather Tall.. Star Route 
OrsPrillo, California 

Dear Mr. Jackson: 

P
F

W
a
lz

:b
g

m
 

We know that you sad year wits are conc,:rned ever two dis• 
tribution of the assets of the ',Iouretown rancheria. Let riBit L! Aire 
you that yen will not lose any of the investments you have trade on thiJ 
land. There are other Indians who are claiming certain portions of 
one of the two eighty-acre plot, which rozake up the raneheria. but we 
de est think their claims involve any of the interests you have on thi 
property. 

'-.11 of the Indians who have a.ny interest on the rancheria 
must make a plan for the distribution of the land; This jgau must be 
approved by the Secretary of the Interior and accepted by everyoee 
who will receive a parcel of the tend. If the Indians need any help 
in rre-tking the plan, our Area Director in SiCT an' <nn h s been Orrin 

the authority to assist thane. We mutt h v. the distribution plan sent 
to us for study before is can determine whether th:: proposed distri-
bution of the land is equitable. 

Ws are sending Mr. Leonard M. Hill, the Area Director. 
4 copy of your letter of March LS. He will assist you and the other 
Indians of the rencheria in making your plan it you feel you need his 
help. We ce.-.nt to assure you and your wife again that your interests 
at Moorctown will be protected. 

Sincerely yours. 

COIDUI1Snioner 

cc: AD, Sacramento 
350 

CARBON FOR itirmaw OFFICE 

. _ 
C.-. not file 
Fi .,.turn to 

Bran; h of Tribal 
rrrtrams —._ . 
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A PLAN FOR THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE ASSETS OF THE 

MOORETOWN RANCHERIA, ACCORDING TO THE PROVISIONS OF 

PUBLIC LAW 85-671, APPROVED AUGUST 18, 1958 

The Mooretown Rancheria'is comprised of 160 acres located 

in Butte County, California. The two parcels, one-half mile apart, 

are described as follows: 

Parcel No. 1. A of NE1/4, Section 22, T2ON., 

R6E., M.D.B.& M. This parcel was set aside by 

Secretarial Order June 12, 1894. 

Parcel No. 2. N NE1/4, Section 23, T2ON., 

R6E., M.D.B.&M.,was purchased in 1915 under the 

1906-1908 Acts. 

Both parcels were obtained for the landless Indians of California. 

Parcel No. 1 has been the home of Robert Jackson and his 

family for many years, and they have been generally recognized as 

the only people holding formal or informal assignments there. Their 

children are grown and have not lived on the parcel for several years. 

Robert and Ina Jackson are the only Indians now living on this parcel. 

Parcel No. 2 has been the hone of Fred Taylor and his family 

for many years, and they have been generally recognized as the only 

people holding formal or informal assignments there. His family is 

grown and is not dependent upon him. He has a step-daughter, Katie 

Archuleta, who has built a house on the parcel and makes her hone 
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there. Mr. Taylor and his children would like for her to have 

Lot No. 1 of parcel 2, twenty acres west of the railroad in the 

northwest corner of the eighty acres, as her share of the parcel. 

A timber survey made by the Bureau of Indian Affairs in 

December, 1958 shows an approximate volume of 1,774,215 feet of 

lAerchantable timber. Parcel No. 1 has approximately 486,936 feet 

and parcel No. 2 has approximately 1,287,279 feet. Both parcels 

are rocky and relatively steep and used for homesites. 

Land parcel No. 1 has a live spring 200 yards east of 

the house site that furnishes an ample supply of domestic water. 

A pressure pump was installed by the distributee. Irrigation 

water is available from the ditch that crosses the property at 

the northwest corner above the road. 

Parcel No. 2 has an adequate supply of domestic water 

available from a pump-operated well and from a small stream that 

flows through the eastern half of this parcel. No additional 

water development is necessary. A railroad track crosses the 

property and a good sawmill adjoins the property to the north. 

Parcel No. 1 has a paved road crossing the northwest 

corner and a graveled road crosses the parcel leading from the 

paved road. Parcel No. 2 has a graveled road crossing about the 

center in a north and south direction. All families have adequate 

ingress and egress and no further road development is necessary. 
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The exterior boundaries have been surveyed and corners 

established. Interior surveys will be required for parcel No. 2. 

There are some funds on deposit to the credit of the 

rancheria in the United States Treasury. They do not have a con-

stitution or charter and no Government buildings are involved. 

There is no lien against the property for unpaid operation and 

maintenance water charges. 

The Indians listed herein are recognized as the only 

Indians of the rancheria who hold formal or informal assignments 

and are entitled to share in the distribution of the property. 

No minors will receive deeds in the distribution of the real 

estate. All distributees are fully advised of the opportunity 

to participate in the vocational training program afforded by 

the Bureau of Indian Affairs and none has indicated any interest. 

The Indians of the Mooretown Rancheria desire termin-

ation under the provisions of Public Law 85-671 and request that 

the Bureau of Indian Affairs undertake the following actions. 

1. Furnish each distributee the approximate value of his 

or her lot at the tine of conveyance. 

2. Make such surveys as are necessary to convey a merchant-

able and recordable title to each lot. 

3. Divide the funds that are on deposit in the United States 

Treasury to the credit of the Mooretown Rancheria as follows: 

3/8 Fred Taylor 

1/8 Katie Archuleta 

1/2 Robert Jackson 
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4. Convey to individual Indians, according to this plan and 

the maps attached hereto and made a part of this plan, 

unrestricted title to the lands constituting the Moore-

town Rancheria. Title will be subject to existing rights-

of-way, easeuents or leases and will include such mineral 

and water rights as are now vested in the United States. 

The distributees and the dependent members of their immediate 

families who will receive title to individual lots and a share of the 

funds involved are: 

PARCEL LOT 
NAME NO. NO. RELATIONSHIP BIRTHRATE ADDRESS 

Robert Jackson 1 Distributee 1882 Feather Falls 
Star Route 
Oroville, California 

Ina Jackson Wife 1876 Sane 

Katie Archuleta 2 1 Distributee 1899 Feather Falls, 
California 

Fred Taylor 2 2 Distributee 1881 Feather Falls, 
California 

Upon approval of this plan or a revision thereof by the 

Secretary of the Interior and acceptance by a majority of the adult 

Indian distributees, as provided in Section 2(b) of Public Law 85-671, 

the distributees and the dependent members of their immediate families 

listed in this plan shall be the final list of Indiana entitled to par-

ticipate in the distribution of the assets of the Hooretown Rancheria, 

and the rights or beneficial interests in the property of each person 

whose name appears in this list shall constitute vested property which 
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nay be inherited or bequeathed but shall not otherwise be subject to alien-

ation or encumbrance before the transfer of title to such property. 

After the assets of the Mooretown Rancheria have been distributed 

pursuant to this plan and Public Law 85-671, the Indians who receive any 

part of such assets and the dependent members of their immediate families 

shall thereafter not be entitled to any of the services performed by the 

United States for these persons because of their status as Indians. All 

statutes of the United States which affect Indians because of their status 

as Indians shall not apply to then and the laws of the several states shall 

apply to them in the same manner as they apply to other citizens or persona 

within their jurisdiction. Nothing in this plan, however, shall affect the 

status of such persons as citizens of the United States. 

The Area Director will cause the appointment of such trustees, 

guardians or conservators as he may deem adequate to protect the interests 

of individual Indians participating in the distribution of assets according 

to this plan, as provided in Section 8 of Public Law 85-671. 

All provisions of Public Law 85-671 shall be applicable in the 

execution of this plan and general notice of the contents shall be given 

by posting a copy of this plan in the post office at Feather Falls, Butte 

County, California, by posting a copy in a prominent place on the Mooretown 

Rancheria, by mailing a copy to the head of each individual family partici-

pating in this plan and by nailing a copy to any person who advises the 

Sacramento Area Office that he feels that he nay have a material interest 

in the plan. 
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This plan has been prepared by the Area Director, Bureau of 

Indian Affairs, Sacramento Area Office, pursuant to the authority delegated 

on February 26, 1959, and after consultation with the Indians of the Moore-

town Rancheria. 

Approved, with authority retained 
to revise or change if appears are 
received within 30 days after gen-
eral notice to this plan is given. 

Final approval of Secretary of the 
Interior given on October 13, 1959. 

Accepted by distributees in a 
referendum by majority vote. 

H. REX LEE Effective date of plan is 
October 29, 1959. 

Date 

Commissioner 

July 21, 1959 
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