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aja

Raja Shehadeh (born 1951) is Palestine’s
leading writer. He is an author, lawyer and
public intellectual. He co-founded the
pioneering Palestinian human rights
organisation Al-Haq in 1979, and has written
more than twenty books evoking aspects of
daily life in Palestine as well as his own
tamily history. He won the UK’s Orwell
Prize in 2008, and was a US National Book
Award finalist in 2023.

His many books include S#rangers in the
House (2002), When the Bulbul Stopped Singing
(2003), Palestinian Walks (2007), A Rift in

hehadeh

www.rajashehadeh.net

Time (2010), Occupation Diaries (2012),
Langnage of War, Langnage of Peace (2015),
Where the Line is Drawn (2017), Going Home
(2019), We Could Have Been Friends, My Father
and 1 (2022), What Does Israel Fear from
Palestine? (2024) and Forgotten (2025). He is a
regular contributor to the Guardian, Granta,
the New Yorker, the London Review of
Books, the New York Review of Books and
other major global media, and is a Royal
Society of Literature International Writer.
He lives in Palestine, and is a regular
visitor to the Scottish capital, Edinburgh.



ackground

The internationally acclaimed, prize-winning
Palestinian writer and lawyer Raja Shehadeh, 75, has
kept a daily diary for more than fifty years. Starting
in May 1967, at the age of 15, Shehadeh wrote or
typed his personal thoughts, ideas, emotions,
reflections and observations in beautiful, long-form
prose, sometimes several times a day. Around 2001,
he shifted from paper to computer, maintaining a
phenomenal daily output of original writing that
still continues.

Today, his archive — which is mostly in English
— comprises tens of thousands of paper items as
well as voluminous digital records. It is estimated to
amount to more than five million wotds in total,
filling between 50,000 and 100,000 pages.

Raja Shehadeh’s diaries are of huge
literary value, part of the cultural
patrimony of Palestine and the world. b

These diaries form an invaluable historical
record of six decades of Palestinian society, as
recorded by one of the world’s best-loved writers.
They have survived intact despite decades of effort
by successive Israeli governments to undermine and
destroy cultural life in Palestine. They are of central

importance to scholars studying literature and

bjectives

1: Preserve the archive

2: Catalogue the archive

3: Publish the archive

Raja Shehadeb as a student in Beirnt in 1971

contemporary social and political history, yet they
remain mostly inaccessible.

The Raja Shehadeh Archive also includes the
papers of Raja’s father, the leading Palestinian
lawyer Aziz Shehadeh (1912-1985). These papers
comprise thousands of personal and official
documents from the 1930s to the 1980s, including
records of Aziz Shehadeh’s work in groundbreaking
legal cases, and his political and diplomatic efforts
at the highest levels in Palestine, nationally and
internationally.

Aziz Shehadeh was assassinated in suspicious
circumstances in Ramallah in 1985. These papers
include his son Raja’s documentation of subsequent
investigations into the murder.

* scan all paper diaries and other writings
e clone diaries from Raja Shehadeh’s computer
e transfer all digital files to secure servers
* transportt all paper assets to a secure location

* assess the complete archive, paper and digital

* sort folders into time periods and subject areas
* tag every folder with subject, date, location, etc.
* add metadata to every page to enable search

* enable free access in person and online
* compile edited selections into a book
* devise collaborative study and research initiatives
* facilitate projects of creative cultural engagement
to enrich future generations in Palestine and beyond




chievements 2024—-2026

For many years, the archive was stored insecurely at This painstaking process was completed according
a property in Ramallah, in the Isracli-occupied West to professional standards under conditions of the
Bank. With the onset in 2023 of Israel’s genocidal strictest secrecy. It took place amid ever-worsening
attacks on Gaza, which have included destruction of conditions for Palestinian people and Palestinian
libraries, museums and other cultural institutions, set cultural life across Palestine, on an emergency budget
alongside mounting attacks by the Israeli military and funded by the three project partners and a small
militarised settler groups against Palestinian homes number of private donors.

and businesses across the West Bank, it became clear Its success, despite being interrupted twice by

that preserving this unique material had become outbreaks of war, is mainly thanks to strategies
critical. devised by on-the-ground teams in Palestine. They

Shehadeh made the decision to safeguard his worked incognito out of protected locations to
archive outside Palestine. Directed by the UK-based mitigate the risks that Israeli authorities represent for
writer and journalist Matthew Teller, a team was the safety and survival of people and property.
assembled: UK project partners the Alwaleed Centre

for the Study of Islam in the Contemporary World at
the University of Edinburgh, and the Institute of
Arab and Islamic Studies at the University of
Exeter, joined with Palestinian project partner the
Educational Bookshop in Jerusalem.

These partners worked silently for two years with
project director Teller to preserve the entire
collection, digitise all paper items in situ, transfer all
digital assets to secure servers in the UK, and then
physically transport tens of thousands of pages to the
UK without the knowledge or intervention of the
Israeli authorities.

The digitisation team in Palestine build a camera rig for document scanning

oday

Aftel' two years Of international * The physical archive of papers is now held at Edinburgh
. . University, as part of its Centre for Research Collections.
effOI'tS COOfdlﬁated mn S€C1'€t, Raja Shehadeh retains full copyright in all materials.

. . * The digital assets are part of the Digital Archive of the
The archive is safe and secure. Middle East (DAME), based at the Institute for Arab and

Islamic Studies at Exeter University.

Phase 1 has been achieved in two years, on an emergency budget,
with volunteer support in Palestine, under an ongoing genocide.




equirements for Phase 2 and 3: 2027-2030

We have had to move quickly and quietly. The archive is
safe, but unsorted. It is unusable in its current form.

— 40,000 paper pages have not yet been examined, still
in their shipping boxes in Edinburgh.

— 50,000 digital archive files need to be tagged for
search on Exeter University’s servers.

Palestine: part-time researcher

* based in Palestine

* assess the full archive with Raja and project director,
and sort material into relevant and identifiable folders

* provide folder-level tagging and descriptions in English
and Arabic for passing to university archivists in UK

UK: full-time specialist archivist

* based in Edinburgh

* refine organisation of paper items folder by folder

* conserve fragile paper items where necessary

* physically tag each paper item with relevant catalogue
numbers and/or shelfmarks

* take folder-level tagging and create page-level metadata
in English and Arabic item by item for the entire archive
* combine page-level metadata and folder-level tagging to
create a comprehensive catalogue for the entire archive
in English and Arabic, referencing digital and paper
assets in both locations

udget
Year 1: 2027-28

Publications editor (part time
Project director (part time

Year 2: 2028-29

Publications editor (part time
Project director (part time

Year 3: 2029-30

Total over 3 years

Palestine researcher (part time)
UK archivist (full time)

UK archival consultant (part time) 19,000
)
)

Palestine researcher (part time
UK archivist (full time

)
)
UK archival consultant (part time) 19,000
)
)

Publications editor (full time)
UK archival consultant (part time)

UK: part-time digital archival consultant
* probably based in Exeter
* maintenance of digital assets stored on Exeter servers

UK or Palestine: part-time publications editor

* gather folder-level tagging and page-level metadata

¢ use this information to work directly with Raja and his
literary agent to develop a proposal for publishers

* identify book-worthy material from across the archive
* edit for content, language, focus, and consistency

* write and compile a full book manuscript of 80,000-
100,000 words for submission to the publisher

UK: part-time project director (combinable with
other roles)

¢ liaise between Raja Shehadeh, UK universities, archivist
teams and the publications editor

* work directly with Palestine researcher to assess the
complete archive in coordination with Raja

* oversee creation of folder-level tagging

* oversee cataloguing process and metadata

* work with Edinburgh and Exeter to foster collaborative
partnerships and new initiatives utilising the archive

* develop outreach to cultural, literary and historical
institutions for public and scholarly events around the
archive and celebrating Raja’s legacy

Estimated costs in GBP

30,000
81,000

32,000
= 19,000
Contingency 15% = 27,150 = £208,150
30,000

81,000

32,000
19,000

27,150 £ 208,150

Contingency 15%
64,000
19,000

12,450 £ 95,450

Contingency 15%

£ 511,750
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