
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lapeer Democratic Party 

News: 

Monthly Meetings:  

 

August County Committee meeting 

is 08/14/25 at 6:30pm.  The meeting 

is held at our office in Lyric Mall, 

Lapeer. Open to members.  

 

The September General meeting is 9/25/25. Meetings are 

held at 6pm in the Lincoln Room, Lapeer Center 

Building. General meetings are open to all.  

 

The SOS Convention on 8/28/25 is the General Meeting.  

 

Upcoming Social and Fundraising Events 

for Lapeer County Democratic Party 
 

Social Events (Mark your calendar): 

 

8/2/25 Picnic - See details below. 

 

Fundraising Events (Mark your calendar): 

 

July 24-26, 2025 Biennial Yard Sale in North Branch  

 

October 4, 2025 Annual Fundraising Dinner: to be held at 

the Columbiaville Community Center. (Details to come) 

 

November 8, 2025 Pancake breakfast at Lapeer Elks 

building. (Details to come) 

 

LCDP Picnic  
Come join the LCDP Picnic on August 2

nd
 from 12-4 pm 

at Cramton Park, Lapeer (south/east side of M24 and 

Genesee Rd.) – next to the tennis courts.  LCDP will 

provide meats, beverages, plates, napkins and utensils.  

No alcoholic beverages allowed, park rule.  We will  
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have games to play. We just need people to bring a dish to pass and outdoor chairs, unless they want to sit at the 

picnic tables. If you bring a mayonnaise based dish please bring ice to keep it chilled. (Per Social Committee) 

 

 

Join LCDP at Lapeer Days  
 

We are looking for volunteers to walk in parades in Imlay City (8/9) and Lapeer Days (8/15)! Email us at 

lapeerdemocrats@gmail.com if you would like to volunteer to walk/ride in the parade and/or engage with 

voters at the booth in Lapeer Days. Our theme for the parades this year is the Declaration of Independence, as a 

reminder that America doesn’t have Kings!  

 

 

LCDP 2025 Garage Sale July 24-26 – A Success! 

 

          
 
Jim and Heidi Waid of North Branch hosted the Dems garage sale this year.  The fundraising committee 

(Patti B., Gigi, Jim & Laura M. Rhonda, Lisa, Susan B., Heidi & Jim thanks to those that donated items, the 

volunteers that helped to set-up, work the sale, and clean-up, without all of your help this wouldn’t be possible, 

and we want you to know that we appreciate you!  

   

 

North Branch Parade Was Fun!! 

 Twenty-six Dems walked or rode parade float in North 

Branch Fourth of July Parade.  There were a couple of 

people who came at 8am to decorate.  This was a spirited 

group!  Lapeer County definitely knew there are Dems 

here! 

 

Thank you to those who helped on parade day.  Linda 

Berker says you are all super!  Thank you to the twelve 

people who showed up on June 30
th

 to make sign for the 

float.  Yeah Dems!   

 

 

Thank you to Rose and Tom Bogardus for the wonderful post-parade 

picnic meal.  Tim cooked the burgers and hot dogs (thanks) and plenty 

of people brought food to pass.  What a great day! 
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Where Can You Spot the Lapeer Democrats? 

 

Democrats sponsored the Lapeer City fireworks 

Democrats marched in the Fourth of July parade in North Branch 

Look for Democrats at Lapeer Days and the Imlay City Festival 

Democrats will have a booth all week at the Eastern Michigan Fair 

Look for Democrats marching in the Lapeer Days and Metamora parades 

Democrats will have their annual picnic at Cramton Park at M24 and Genesee St. 

Democrats are sponsoring the Serve Our Society (SOS) in Imlay City 

Dear Dems: (By Alex Diedrich)    

We are adding a new recurring section this month. To help keep an eye on our elected officials, we are adding a 

non-comprehensive list of bills they voted on the previous month. I would like to give a shout out to 

michiganvotes.org which does an excellent job of this for Michigan State Representatives and State Senators. 

Let us know if you find any issues you want us to do a deeper dive on!  

Highlights Of What Your Elected Officials Voted For:  

Lisa McClain US House 9th Congressional District:  

1. The Big Beautiful Bill Yea vote  

2. CLARITY act- regulates cryptocurrency such as Bitcoin Yea vote  

3. GENIUS act- regulates cryptocurrency “stable coins” such as Tether Yea vote  

4. Rescission (claw back) of funds allocated to US AID, Corporation for Public Broadcasting (NPR, PBS) 

Yea vote  

Elissa Slotkin US Senator  

1. The Big Beautiful Bill- Nay vote  

2. Rescission (claw back) of funds allocated to US AID, Corporation for Public Broadcasting (NPR, PBS)- 

Nay vote  

Gary Peters US Senator  

1. The Big Beautiful Bill- Nay vote  

2. Rescission (claw back) of funds allocated to US AID, Corporation for Public Broadcasting (NPR, PBS)- 

Nay vote  

Kevin Daley State Senator District 26  

1. Granting Mackinac the ability to regulate ferry fees- yea vote  

2. Pair of bills for private health insurance/Medicaid to cover group prenatal care in Michigan Yea vote  

 

Ruth Johnson State Senator District 24  

1. Granting Mackinac the ability to regulate ferry fees. Yea vote  

2. Pair of bills for private health insurance/Medicaid to cover group prenatal care in Michigan. Yea vote, 

sponsored both bills  

 

Dan Lauwers State Senator District 25  

1. Granting Mackinac the ability to regulate ferry fees- Yea vote  

2. Pair of bills for private health insurance/Medicaid to cover group prenatal care in Michigan. Yea vote  

 

 



Gregory Alexander State Representative District 98  

1. Crimes: intoxication or impairment; methods of testing intoxication or impairment in the Michigan 

vehicle code; expand to include other bodily fluid. Yea vote  

2. Education: meals; certain substances served in school foods; prohibit. Yea vote  

 

Phil Green State Representative District 67  

1. Crimes: intoxication or impairment; methods of testing intoxication or impairment in the Michigan 

vehicle code; expand to include other bodily fluid. Yea vote  

2. Education: meals; certain substances served in school foods; prohibit. Yea vote  

 

Jaime Greene State Representative District 65  

1. Crimes: intoxication or impairment; methods of testing intoxication or impairment in the Michigan 

vehicle code; expand to include other bodily fluid. Nay vote  

2. Education: meals; certain substances served in school foods; prohibit. Yea vote  

 

 

 

 
 



 

Greetings from Camp Grenada?   Sending the Kids Off to Camp(s) 

 

By Robert Solomon “Advocates Against” 

 

"Hello, Muddah. Hello, Faddah!" So begins the famous song about summer camp by Allan Sherman that has 

amused generations of children since its original release in 1963. We shared a laugh at the exaggerated perils of 

the fictional Camp Grenada that apparently range from "malaria" to "alligators." Amid the current campaign of 

cruelty on display across our country, it's just not funny anymore.  

 

By now, most Americans have probably heard of "Alligator Alcatraz," the new ICE detention center set in the 

sweltering swamps of Florida, Some have even posed in red hats for selfies in front of the road sign, delighting 

the harsh conditions that have been compared to kennel cages. Even as human rights activists have sounded the 

alarm, the facility has already welcomed hundreds of detainees with no criminal history. Among them, a 15 

year-old boy, who was swept up in a raid and imprisoned for three days with no contact with his family. 

Administration officials maintain this was all due to a simple misunderstanding, however, published draft 

operational plans indicate that the prison camp could be used for both adults and children.  

 

During these summer months, we imagine campers across the country sitting around campfires, roasting 

s'mores and opening care packages from home. Instead, innocent children are being sent instead to prison 

camps, where they are separated from their families not for a few, fun formative months - but forever. And, as 

summer ends and most kids head back to school, these unfortunate children will not join them in classrooms. 

Instead, they face uncertain futures in foreign lands they may never have even seen. Sadly, the U.S. Supreme 

Court has made an actual "Camp Grenada" a real possibility with a recent ruling that allows the administration 

to fast-track deportation of detainees to countries other than their own, while also largely denying them due 

process previously guaranteed by the Constitution.  

 

While most might find the actions of the administration deplorable, they are sanctioned by the Lapeer County 

Commissioners and Sheriff, both still staunchly committed to cooperation with ICE and its mission. Luckily 

their supporters won't have to travel all the way to the Everglades to enjoy torture tourism. As previously 

reported, Florida-based GEO Group plans to soon reopen the shuttered North Lake Correctional Facility in 

Baldwin as an ICE detention center. No word on whether they plan to import alligators to guard the facility. 

Allan Sherman might have already provided the solution for cooler climates, as he sang "don't leave me out in 

the forest where I might get eaten by a bear." 

 

What was once farce, is now our shocking reality. Will those who have sworn to protect the vulnerable continue 

to be silent to the suffering of children in U.S. prison camps?  

 

 

 

Lapeer Dems Share – Find out What Members are Thinking 

 
Alex Diedrich why is being a Democrat important to you? 

Democrats work for equity, responsibility and a government that works for all. It is important to me to use my 

voice, as small as it may be, to work toward an American future that still holds sacred our constitutional rights, 

freedom, and opportunity without regards to where we started. That vision of America is under threat. I do not 

believe we have the luxury of apathy or indifference in this moment.  

 

 



What is your biggest challenge? 

Time. All our dedicated committee members and volunteers are not paid; they sacrifice time that could be 

spent with family and other pursuits, in service to working for change we all believe in. We all commit many 

hours to this purpose, and there is always more that could be done, if only there were more time.  

What is your main goal as County Chair? 

To me, there are no “off years”. My main goal is to keep the Lapeer County Democrats active, visible, and 

expanding. The more work we do between cycles to have our base engaged, the wider our reach is during 

election season.  Growing our membership dramatically increases our ability to message in the community and 

gives potential candidates a base of support. 

Application for County Library Board Trustee Seat Open Now, Closes October 31
st

 

The Lapeer County Commission has opened applications for the Library Board seat open at the end of this year. 

This is a county wide seat, so anyone inside the Lapeer District Library service area is eligible to apply. It is 

more important than ever, that thoughtful candidates committed to upholding library law and principles apply. 

Look for the application on the Lapeer County website. 

 

 

 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 

 

News about the newsletter 

This newsletter is published monthly and is available by email to all members.  All members are 
encouraged to submit articles and information to the newsletter.  Submissions for the newsletter 
should be 800 words or less and need to be sent by email to the editors by the 18th of each month.   

Send submission to the editors: 

     Anita Harrand at aharr76@hotmail.com 

     Alex Diedrich at apdiedrich@gmail.com 

 

Lapeer County Democratic Party needs your financial support.  
Annual dues renewal is December for the year 2025.  If you want to mail your membership please send to: 

Lapeer County Democratic Party, PO Box 185, Lapeer MI 48446.  
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Here are other ways to pay your LCDP dues:  

1. Pay at Act Blue: http://www.secure.actblue.com 

2. You can visit our Facebook page:  http://www.Facebook.com/LapeerDems 

 

3. You can visit our website:  Lapeer County Democratic Party  Locate the “Get Involved” button. 

 

4. You can fill out the attached form and mail with a check to the LCDP office: 

Name _______________________________________________ 

Home Address ________________________________________ 

Street City State Zip ____________________________________ 

E-mail Address ________________________________________ 

Home Phone &/or Mobile Phone __________________________ 

Renewal membership___        New membership ____ 

Membership types: _____ Student ($10)  

______Grassroots Supporter ($20)           ______Lapeer Activist ($50)      ______Lapeer Leader ($100)  

______Additional Contribution  

______Total Amount of Your Check  

_____ Check here if you wish to become a member by way of an “in-kind” contribution. We will contact you.  

Thank you for joining us to ensure everyone has an opportunity to achieve the American dream, be paid a living 

wage, have basic health care, get a quality education without going into massive debt, and live in a 

clean/safe/justice-oriented world. 
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