
	
	

Close	Reading:	A	reading	strategy	used	to	comprehend	and	analyze	a	text	closely.	Typically,	
students	will	read	the	text	at	least	twice	for	comprehension,	details,	analysis,	and	deep	questioning	
of	the	text’s	purpose	and	meaning.		

	

		

	

	
RESPOND:	Now	that	you’ve	“close	read”	the	text,	WRITE	about	it.	

	
	 	 Your	response	should	include	the	following:	

a.	Summarize:	What	is	the	text	about?	Summarize	the	information	presented	in	a	RACE	paragraph.	
b.	Audience:	Who	is	the	audience	for	this	text?	Was	it	written	for	a	general	audience	or	special			
				audience?	And	how	do	you	know?	Is	there	anything	in	the	text	that	provides	clues?																																							
				For	example:	specific	vocabulary	or	type	of	publication?	
c.	Purpose:		What	is	the	writer’s	primary	purpose	of	this	text?	Choose	one	of	the	following:																				
				to	persuade,	inform,	or	entertain	(p.i.e.)	How	do	you	know?	
d.	Opinion:	What	is	your	opinion	about	the	text?	Do	you	agree/disagree	with	the	author’s	message?				
				Why?	Use	evidence	from	the	text	to	justify	your	opinion.		

	
	
	

Steps for Close Reading Strategy 

Step	1:	Choose	a	text	that	will	challenge	students	
to	think	deeper	about	the	text	and	analyze	the	
purpose.	 	
• Focus	on	non-fiction	informational	text	or	short	
stories	(make	it	fun)	

• Choose	grade	level	text	or	just	above	reading	
level	

Step	2:	Students	read	the	entire	text	for:	

• Comprehension:	to	understand	what	the	
information	or	story	means	

• Main	Idea:	to	understand	what	the	text	is	about	
• Clarity:	to	understand	the	message	or	purpose	

	
	

Step	3:	Chunk	the	text	(bracket	paragraphs	then	
number	the	chunks).	

• This	makes	it	easy	to	refer	back	to	the	text	and	
discuss	different	parts	(or	chunks)	of	the	text	

Step	4:	Create	text-dependent	questions	to	ask	
students	for	comprehension	after	the	second	read.	
(Refer	to	questions	below)	
• Create	a	variety	of	questions	
• Ensure	that	some	questions	are	higher	level	
that	require	deep	thought	and	analyzation	

Step	5:	Read	the	text	a	second	time.	This	time	have	
students	annotate	(make	notes	and	marks	on	the	
text	as	they	read	for	clarity	and	understanding).	
	• Read	the	text	in	chunks	and	stop	where	
necessary	to	mark	or	discuss	meaning	

• Use	the	metacognitive	markers	to	mark	the	text	
as	you	read		

	

Step	6:	Discuss	and	respond	to	the	text.	
• Answer	comprehension	questions	using	complete	
sentences	and	restating	the	question	in	answer	

• Students	summarize	the	text	
• Use	textual	evidence	to	support	your	ideas	
• Draw	conclusions	(what	does	the	text	imply	or	
infer)?	

	



                                 Metacognitive Markers 

 
 
 
 

Example	of	closing	reading	in	action!	
	

 


