

































































Appendix

This next article is a thought for why hell is eternal, by brother Phil Wolf.

First, where we agree. Hell is real, and a function of God's justice. That it is the ultimate destiny
of the Devil and his cohort of fallen ones, as well as all those who reject God's gift of the Gospel.
That often because of the failure of language we lack the words to describe the infinite




adequately. That even the concept is foreign to our finite minds. Isaiah chapter 57 verse 15,
Psalm chapter 90 verses 2 through 4.

Take for example this passage: "And they shall go out and look on the dead bodies of the men
who have rebelled against me. For their worm shall not die, their fire shall not be quenched, and
they shall be an abhorrence to all flesh." That is Isaiah chapter 66 verse 24 from the English
Standard Version.

The word translated as worm, which in Hebrew is taw-lah, is glossed by both the Gesenius
Lexicon and the Brown Driver Briggs Lexicon as devouring, as in putrefaction. So a reading of
"For their devouring shall not end" is a reasonable understanding of the text. In the King James
Version translation of Mark chapter 9 verses 44, 46, and 48, Jesus quotes Isaiah exactly.

Throughout the New Testament the Greek word aionios is translated as eternal in all contexts.
Whether it is eternal life or eternal fire the Greek text is the same. It is an exegetical fallacy to
reduce the etymology to ages. It would be the same as saying that finite and infinite are the same.

It is however perfectly valid to ask what is meant by eternal destruction. Does this mean
annihilation? I must offer the hermeneutic principle of scripture interprets scripture. If zoe
aionios is eternal life, then pyr aionios, eternal fire, is the logical translation. And olethros
aionios is therefore eternal destruction. So where are we then? We can only resort to our
understanding of the character of God.

The punishment of the wicked dead in hell is described throughout Scripture in many ways. As
eternal fire in Matthew chapter 25 verse 41. As unquenchable fire in Matthew chapter 3 verse 12.
As shame and everlasting contempt in Daniel chapter 12 verse 2. As a place where the fire is not
quenched in Mark chapter 9 verses 44 through 49. As a place of torment and fire in Luke chapter
16 verses 23 through 24. As everlasting destruction in Second Thessalonians chapter 1 verse 9.
As a place where the smoke of torment rises forever and ever in Revelation chapter 14 verses 10
through 11. And as a lake of burning sulfur where the wicked are tormented day and night
forever and ever in Revelation chapter 20 verse 10.

I am left with no options. For me the most terrible truth of scripture is the doctrine of hell. It is
awful to think that a loving and merciful God would punish for all eternity in such a horrifying
manner. But that is the point. It is supposed to be the worst thing imaginable.

God is Holy, and that one truth is terrifying. A perfect God who requires perfect obedience.

But God provides the solution himself in the active and passive obedience of Christ. The
punishment of the wicked in hell is as never ending as the bliss of the righteous in heaven. Jesus
Himself indicates that punishment in hell is just as everlasting as life in heaven in Matthew
chapter 25 verse 46.

The wicked are forever subject to the fury and the wrath of God. Those in hell will acknowledge
the perfect justice of God and the lordship of Jesus Christ, the Savior they rejected. Psalm
chapter 76 verse 10, Philippians chapter 2 verses 10 through 11.



Yes, hell is real. Yes, hell is a place of torment and punishment that lasts forever and ever, with
no end. Praise God that through Jesus we can escape this eternal fate. John chapter 3 verses 16,
18, and 36.

Let us continue to dig deeply into the perfect Word, and to mine it for all the golden truths it
offers its children.

Phil Wolf

Acts chapter 20 verses 26 through 27.




