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Foreword	

It	is	the	fifth	year	of	captivity.	Jerusalem	still	stands,	but	not	for	long.	The	temple	still	
functions,	but	the	glory	has	already	begun	to	depart.	The	people	still	cling	to	false	hope—
prophets	tell	them	the	exile	will	be	brief,	that	YAHWEH	would	never	allow	His	city	to	fall,	
that	all	will	be	well.	

They	are	wrong.	

And	in	Babylon,	by	the	river	Chebar,	among	the	captives	who	have	already	been	carried	
away,	YAHWEH	opens	the	heavens	and	shows	a	young	priest	named	Ezekiel	a	vision	that	
will	shatter	every	assumption,	challenge	every	comfort,	and	reveal	the	holiness	of	the	God	
they	thought	they	knew.	

Ezekiel	chapters	1-7	are	not	gentle.	They	are	not	reassuring.	They	do	not	tell	the	exiles	
what	they	want	to	hear.	

Instead,	they	tell	the	truth.	

Chapter	1	opens	with	a	vision	so	overwhelming,	so	intricate,	so	beyond	human	
comprehension	that	Ezekiel	struggles	to	describe	it.	Wheels	within	wheels.	Four	living	
creatures.	Wings	and	hands	and	faces—lion,	ox,	eagle,	man.	Fire	and	lightning.	The	
appearance	of	the	likeness	of	the	glory	of	YAHWEH.	

This	is	not	the	God	of	religious	comfort.	This	is	not	the	God	who	can	be	domesticated,	
controlled,	or	reduced	to	national	symbol.	This	is	the	God	who	is	HOLY—utterly	other,	
terrifyingly	glorious,	sovereign	over	all	creation.	

And	He	has	come	to	commission	a	prophet.	

Chapters	2-3	record	Ezekiel's	call.	YAHWEH	does	not	sugarcoat	the	assignment.	'Son	of	
man,	I	send	you	to	the	children	of	Israel,	to	a	rebellious	nation	that	has	rebelled	against	Me'	
(2:3).	The	people	will	not	listen.	They	are	'impudent	and	hardhearted'	(2:4).	They	are	'a	
rebellious	house'	(2:5,	6,	7,	8).	But	Ezekiel	must	speak	anyway—whether	they	hear	or	
refuse	to	hear.	

YAHWEH	gives	Ezekiel	a	scroll	filled	with	'lamentations	and	mourning	and	woe'	(2:10).	He	
commands	the	prophet	to	eat	it.	And	though	the	message	is	bitter,	the	scroll	tastes	like	
honey	in	Ezekiel's	mouth	(3:3)—because	the	Word	of	YAHWEH,	even	when	it	brings	
judgment,	is	still	sweet	to	those	who	love	truth.	
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Then	comes	the	weight	of	responsibility.	Ezekiel	is	made	a	watchman	(3:17).	If	he	warns	
the	wicked	and	they	do	not	turn,	their	blood	is	on	their	own	heads.	But	if	he	fails	to	warn	
them,	YAHWEH	will	require	their	blood	at	the	watchman's	hand.	The	stakes	could	not	be	
higher.	

Chapters	4-5	shift	to	symbolic	acts—prophetic	theater	designed	to	pierce	the	hearts	of	
those	who	will	not	hear	words	alone.	Ezekiel	lies	on	his	side	for	390	days	(representing	
Israel's	iniquity)	and	then	40	days	(representing	Judah's	iniquity).	He	eats	rationed	food	
and	drinks	measured	water,	foreshadowing	the	siege	of	Jerusalem.	He	shaves	his	head	and	
beard,	dividing	the	hair	into	thirds—one	third	burned,	one	third	struck	with	a	sword,	one	
third	scattered	to	the	wind—depicting	the	fate	of	Jerusalem's	inhabitants.	

These	are	not	metaphors.	These	are	prophecies	of	what	WILL	happen.	The	city	WILL	be	
besieged.	The	people	WILL	starve.	Many	WILL	die	by	sword,	famine,	and	pestilence.	A	
remnant	WILL	be	scattered.	And	why?	Because	they	have	rebelled	against	YAHWEH,	
polluted	His	sanctuary,	and	broken	covenant.	

Chapters	6-7	expand	the	judgment	beyond	Jerusalem	to	the	mountains,	the	high	places,	the	
idols	of	Israel.	YAHWEH's	wrath	is	not	arbitrary.	It	is	response	to	persistent,	willful	
idolatry.	The	people	have	worshiped	on	every	high	hill	and	under	every	green	tree	(6:13).	
They	have	set	up	their	abominations	in	the	very	place	where	YAHWEH's	name	dwells.	And	
now,	the	end	has	come.	

Chapter	7	declares	it	again	and	again:	'An	end!	The	end	has	come	upon	the	four	corners	of	
the	land'	(7:2).	'Now	the	end	has	come	upon	you'	(7:3).	'Behold,	it	has	come!'	(7:6).	'The	
time	has	come,	the	day	draws	near'	(7:7,	12).	There	is	no	more	delay.	Judgment	is	certain.	

These	seven	chapters	are	not	easy	reading.	They	confront	us	with	the	holiness	of	YAHWEH,	
the	seriousness	of	sin,	and	the	certainty	of	judgment.	They	strip	away	religious	pretense	
and	nationalistic	pride.	They	force	us	to	ask:	Do	we	truly	know	the	God	we	claim	to	
worship?	Have	we	domesticated	Him	in	our	minds,	made	Him	safe,	reduced	Him	to	ritual	
and	routine?	

But	even	in	these	chapters	of	judgment,	there	are	hints	of	something	more.	The	vision	in	
Chapter	1	is	not	just	terrifying—it	is	glorious.	The	wheels	move	in	perfect	unity	with	the	
living	creatures,	who	move	in	perfect	unity	with	the	Spirit.	Everything	is	coordinated,	
purposeful,	under	sovereign	control.	YAHWEH	is	not	absent.	He	is	not	distant.	He	is	
present,	He	is	active,	and	He	is	working	out	His	purposes	even	in	exile.	

The	scroll	Ezekiel	eats	tastes	like	honey.	The	Word	of	YAHWEH—even	when	it	brings	hard	
truth—is	still	good.	It	is	still	life.	It	is	still	sweet	to	those	who	have	been	born	again	and	who	
hunger	for	righteousness.	
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And	the	call	to	be	a	watchman	is	not	just	burden—it	is	honor.	Ezekiel	is	chosen.	He	is	set	
apart.	He	is	given	the	privilege	of	speaking	YAHWEH's	Word	in	a	generation	that	
desperately	needs	to	hear	it,	whether	they	listen	or	refuse.	

These	chapters	lay	the	foundation	for	everything	that	follows	in	Ezekiel's	ministry.	They	
establish:	

•	The	absolute	holiness	and	sovereignty	of	YAHWEH	

•	The	rebellion	and	stubbornness	of	Israel	

•	The	certainty	of	judgment	for	unrepentant	sin	

•	The	role	of	the	prophet	as	watchman	

•	The	purpose	of	judgment—that	they	may	know	that	He	is	YAHWEH	

This	last	point	appears	again	and	again	throughout	these	chapters:	'Then	they	shall	know	
that	I	am	YAHWEH'	(6:7,	10,	13,	14;	7:4,	9,	27).	Judgment	is	not	merely	punitive.	It	is	
revelatory.	It	is	designed	to	strip	away	the	illusions,	shatter	the	idols,	and	bring	people	face	
to	face	with	the	reality	of	who	YAHWEH	is.	

Some	will	harden	further.	But	some—a	remnant—will	see,	and	know,	and	repent.	

As	you	read	these	studies,	prepare	to	be	challenged.	Do	not	rush.	These	are	not	light	
devotional	readings.	These	are	encounters	with	the	living	God—the	God	who	is	holy,	just,	
and	true.	The	God	who	cannot	be	manipulated.	The	God	who	will	not	be	mocked.	

But	also	prepare	to	be	changed.	Because	the	same	God	who	called	Ezekiel	in	exile	calls	us	
today.	The	same	Word	that	tasted	like	honey	still	nourishes.	The	same	glory	that	appeared	
by	the	river	Chebar	still	dwells	with	His	people.	

And	the	message	is	still	the	same:	

	

That	you	may	know	that	He	is	YAHWEH.	
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About	This	Study	

This	volume	presents	a	verse-by-verse	study	of	Ezekiel	chapters	1-7,	the	opening	section	of	
the	prophet's	ministry	during	the	Babylonian	exile.	

What	You'll	Find:	

•	Detailed	analysis	of	the	vision	of	the	cherubim	and	the	glory	of	YAHWEH	(Chapter	1)	

•	Ezekiel's	commissioning	as	prophet	to	a	rebellious	house	(Chapters	2-3)	

•	The	symbolic	acts	foreshadowing	Jerusalem's	siege	(Chapters	4-5)	

•	Prophecies	of	judgment	against	idolatry	and	rebellion	(Chapters	6-7)	

Interpretive	Approach:	

This	study	follows	the	principle	that	Scripture	interprets	Scripture.	Typology	is	carefully	
developed	with	description,	fulfillment,	and	future	application.	Numbers	carry	consistent	
symbolic	meaning	throughout.	

Study	Features:	

•	Each	chapter	includes:	Summary,	Key	Verses,	Detailed	Exposition,	Discussion	Questions,	
and	Conclusion	

•	Cross-references	connect	Ezekiel's	prophecies	to	the	rest	of	Scripture	

•	Bold	text	highlights	key	theological	points	

•	Scripture	quotations	are	in	italics	
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THEOLOGICAL	INTRODUCTION:	

	

The	Setting	and	Literary	Shape	

of	Ezekiel	1-7	

Theological	Introduction	prepared	by	Phil	Wolfe	

	

The	Setting	and	Literary	Shape	of	Ezekiel	1-7	

Ezekiel's	ministry	begins	"in	the	thirtieth	year"	among	the	Judean	exiles	in	Babylon,	around	
593	BC,	five	years	after	the	first	deportation.	The	people	are	disoriented,	traumatized,	and	
theologically	confused.	They	have	lost	the	land,	the	Davidic	king,	and	access	to	the	
Jerusalem	temple—everything	that	once	defined	their	identity	as	the	covenant	people	of	
God.	Into	this	crisis,	Ezekiel	receives	a	vision	that	redefines	reality.	

	

The	Vision	of	the	Glory	(Ezekiel	1)	

Ezekiel	1	is	one	of	the	most	arresting	theophanies	in	Scripture.	The	prophet	sees	a	storm	
wind,	living	creatures,	wheels	within	wheels,	and	above	them	a	throne	of	sapphire	with	a	
human-like	figure	blazing	with	fire	and	radiance.	This	is	not	merely	spectacle;	it	is	theology	
in	motion.	The	vision	communicates	that	God's	glory	is	mobile,	sovereign,	and	uncontained.	
The	exiles	may	have	left	Jerusalem,	but	God	has	not	left	them.	His	throne-chariot	arrives	in	
Babylon	itself,	overturning	the	assumption	that	divine	presence	is	geographically	tethered	
to	the	temple.	

	

This	mobility	of	divine	glory	becomes	a	major	theme	in	the	book.	Later,	the	glory	will	
depart	the	defiled	temple	(Ezek.	10-11),	and	still	later	it	will	return	to	a	renewed	sanctuary	
(Ezek.	43).	Ezekiel	1	is	the	first	movement	in	this	symphony	of	presence,	absence,	and	
restored	presence.	
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The	Commission	of	the	Prophet	(Ezekiel	2-3)	

Chapters	2-3	narrate	Ezekiel's	call.	He	is	repeatedly	addressed	as	"son	of	man"—a	title	
emphasizing	his	frailty	in	contrast	to	the	overwhelming	glory	he	has	just	witnessed.	He	is	
commissioned	to	speak	to	a	"rebellious	house,"	a	people	hardened	in	heart	and	deaf	to	
God's	word.	He	must	eat	a	scroll	filled	with	lamentation	and	woe,	internalizing	the	message	
before	proclaiming	it.	His	ministry	will	be	marked	by	resistance,	but	he	is	appointed	as	a	
watchman,	responsible	for	warning	the	people	of	impending	judgment.	

	

This	commission	echoes	earlier	prophetic	call	narratives	(Isaiah	6;	Jeremiah	1)	but	with	a	
distinctive	priestly	flavor.	Ezekiel,	himself	a	priest,	will	interpret	Israel's	crisis	through	the	
lens	of	holiness,	purity,	and	defilement.	His	prophetic	vocation	is	not	only	verbal	but	
symbolic—his	body	becomes	a	living	canvas	on	which	God	paints	the	meaning	of	judgment.	

	

Symbolic	Actions	and	Oracles	of	Judgment	(Ezekiel	4-7)	
Chapters	4-7	contain	a	series	of	enacted	signs	and	oracles	that	dramatize	the	coming	
destruction	of	Jerusalem:	

	

• The	brick	and	the	siege	(4:1-3):	Ezekiel	builds	a	miniature	model	of	Jerusalem	under	
siege,	portraying	Babylon's	assault.	

• Lying	on	his	side	(4:4-8):	He	lies	on	his	left	side	for	390	days	and	on	his	right	for	40	
days,	symbolizing	the	years	of	Israel	and	Judah's	guilt.	

• Rationed	food	and	defiled	bread	(4:9-17):	He	eats	meager	rations	baked	over	dung,	
depicting	the	famine	and	ritual	impurity	of	the	coming	siege.	

• Shaving	his	head	and	beard	(5:1-4):	He	divides	the	hair	into	thirds—burned,	struck,	
and	scattered—representing	the	fates	of	Jerusalem's	inhabitants.	

• The	end	has	come	(Ezekiel	7):	A	climactic	oracle	announces	that	the	day	of	judgment	
is	imminent;	the	covenant	curses	of	Leviticus	26	and	Deuteronomy	28	are	now	being	
poured	out	upon	the	nation.	

	

These	actions	are	not	eccentric	theatrics;	they	are	prophetic	sacraments,	visible	signs	of	
invisible	realities.	They	confront	a	people	who	refuse	to	acknowledge	their	sin	and	who	
cling	to	false	hopes	that	God	will	protect	Jerusalem	regardless	of	their	rebellion.	



 9 of 116 

 

Theological	Centerpieces	of	Ezekiel	1-7	

	

1.	The	Glory	of	YHWH	

The	opening	vision	establishes	that	God's	glory	is	the	central	character	of	the	book.	The	
glory	is	majestic,	terrifying,	and	sovereign.	It	is	not	bound	to	a	building	or	a	city.	This	
challenges	Israel's	complacent	theology:	they	assumed	the	temple	guaranteed	divine	
protection.	Ezekiel	reveals	that	God's	presence	is	governed	by	holiness,	not	geography.	

	

2.	Covenant	Accountability	

Ezekiel	interprets	the	exile	as	the	outworking	of	the	covenant	curses.	Israel's	idolatry,	
violence,	and	ritual	corruption	have	profaned	God's	name.	The	exile	is	not	a	political	
accident	but	a	theological	necessity.	God	must	vindicate	His	holiness	before	the	nations.	

	

3.	Prophetic	Embodiment	

Ezekiel's	symbolic	actions	embody	the	message.	His	ministry	is	a	fusion	of	word	and	sign,	
speech	and	performance.	This	anticipates	later	biblical	patterns—Jesus'	parables	enacted	
in	His	miracles,	Paul's	body	as	a	living	sacrifice,	and	the	church's	sacraments	as	visible	
words.	

	

Ezekiel	1-7	in	the	Meta-Narrative	of	Scripture	

Ezekiel	1-7	sits	at	a	crucial	hinge	in	the	Bible's	story.	The	Old	Testament	narrative	moves	
from	creation	to	covenant,	from	promise	to	kingdom,	from	kingdom	to	exile.	Ezekiel	stands	
in	the	darkest	moment	of	that	story,	explaining	why	the	exile	has	come	and	what	it	means.	

	

Echoes	of	Earlier	Scripture	

• Genesis:	The	imagery	of	God's	glory	recalls	Eden's	presence;	exile	from	the	land	echoes	
Adam	and	Eve's	expulsion.	

• Exodus:	The	mobile	glory	recalls	the	pillar	of	cloud	and	fire;	Israel	is	again	in	a	foreign	
land,	awaiting	deliverance.	
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• Leviticus	and	Deuteronomy:	The	covenant	curses	are	now	realized;	Ezekiel's	priestly	
lens	highlights	the	defilement	of	the	sanctuary.	

• Former	Prophets:	Ezekiel	continues	the	warnings	of	Samuel,	Elijah,	and	Jeremiah,	but	
with	intensified	symbolic	force.	

	

Anticipations	of	Later	Scripture	

• The	New	Covenant:	Later	in	Ezekiel	(chs.	36-37),	God	promises	a	new	heart	and	Spirit.	
Ezekiel	1-7	prepares	the	ground	by	exposing	the	depth	of	the	problem.	

• Christology:	The	"son	of	man"	title	anticipates	Jesus'	preferred	self-designation,	linking	
Ezekiel's	prophetic	suffering	to	the	Messiah's	mission.	

• Revelation:	The	throne	imagery,	living	creatures,	and	judgment	oracles	echo	
throughout	John's	apocalypse.	

	

Ezekiel	1-7	thus	functions	as	a	theological	bridge	between	Israel's	failed	covenant	
obedience	and	the	future	hope	of	renewal	in	Christ.	

	

Pastoral	and	Interpretive	Implications	

For	the	Exiles	

Ezekiel	offers	a	painful	but	necessary	diagnosis:	their	suffering	is	not	meaningless	but	
covenantal.	Yet	even	in	judgment,	God	is	present.	The	glory	that	appears	in	Babylon	is	the	
same	glory	that	will	one	day	return	to	a	renewed	temple.	

	

For	the	Church	

Ezekiel	teaches	that	God's	holiness	is	non-negotiable,	that	sin	has	real	consequences,	and	
that	God's	presence	is	both	gracious	and	purifying.	It	warns	against	presumption—
assuming	God's	favor	while	living	in	rebellion—and	invites	us	to	long	for	the	fullness	of	
restoration.	

Reading	Guidance	and	Cautions	
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• Read	Ezekiel	as	a	theological	performance.	The	symbolic	actions	are	part	of	the	
message.	

• Hold	together	history	and	vision.	Ezekiel	is	grounded	in	real	events	but	communicates	
through	symbolic	imagination.	

• Avoid	flattening	the	imagery.	The	visions	are	meant	to	evoke	awe,	not	to	be	reduced	to	
mechanical	allegories.	

	

Conclusion	

Ezekiel	1-7	is	a	thunderclap	at	the	beginning	of	the	book—a	revelation	of	divine	glory,	a	
commissioning	of	a	reluctant	prophet,	and	a	series	of	enacted	judgments	that	expose	
Israel's	sin.	Yet	beneath	the	severity	lies	a	deeper	purpose:	God	is	preparing	His	people	for	
renewal.	Judgment	is	not	the	end	of	the	story	but	the	necessary	prelude	to	restoration.	In	
the	grand	sweep	of	Scripture,	these	chapters	mark	the	moment	when	God's	glory	leaves	the	
old	order	so	that,	in	time,	it	may	return	in	a	new	and	greater	way—ultimately	fulfilled	in	
Christ	and	the	outpouring	of	the	Spirit.	
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Introduction	
This	study	examines	Ezekiel's	prophetic	vision	near	the	Chebar	River	around	592	BC.	The	
vision	depicts	the	cherubim,	wheels,	throne,	and	the	glory	of	Yahweh,	presenting	a	
comprehensive	picture	of	God's	plan	of	salvation	from	Eden	to	the	Great	White	Throne	
Judgment.	"Ezekiel	receives	the	title	'son	of	man'	(connecting	him	to	the	Messiah's	earthly	
work),	and	like	Daniel,	he	witnesses	the	workings	of	salvation	through	prophetic	
symbolism.”	

Element	 Significance	

Date	 Circa	592	BC,	30th	year	(Ezekiel's	age),	paralleling	Yahshua's	baptism	
at	age	30	

Location	 By	the	Chebar	River	(representing	the	Word	of	Life,	like	Eden's	rivers)	

Four	Cherubim	 Represent	the	fourfold	nature	of	Yahshua's	ministry:	Man,	Lion,	Ox,	
Eagle	

Wheels	 God's	plan	moving	through	time,	full	of	eyes	(divine	omniscience)	

Fire	&	Cloud	 God's	presence	bringing	either	salvation	or	judgment,	defense	or	
destruction	

Quick	Reference	

	

Part	I.	The	Setting	(Ezekiel	1:1-3)	
Summary	
Ezekiel,	at	age	30,	receives	visions	by	the	Chebar	River	while	in	captivity.	This	timing	
mirrors	Yahshua's	baptism	at	age	30,	marking	the	beginning	of	full	ministry.	The	phrase	
'visions	of	Elohim'	emphasizes	that	Ezekiel	saw	visions	about	God	Himself,	not	merely	from	
God.	

Key	Verses	
"Now	it	came	to	pass	in	the	thirtieth	year,	in	the	fourth	month,	on	the	fifth	day	of	the	month,	
as	I	was	among	the	captives	by	the	River	Chebar,	that	the	heavens	were	opened	and	I	saw	
visions	of	God."	(Ezekiel	1:1)	
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Key	Insights	
• The	thirtieth	year	likely	refers	to	Ezekiel's	age,	paralleling	the	age	at	which	priests	

began	full	ministry,	and	Yahshua	was	baptized.	

• Rivers	consistently	symbolize	the	Word	of	Life	throughout	Scripture	(Eden,	Daniel's	
visions,	Revelation's	river)	

• Ezekiel	saw	visions	of	Elohim,	not	just	from	Him—the	visions	reveal	God's	nature	
and	plan.	

• The	title	'son	of	man'	given	to	both	Ezekiel	and	Daniel	connects	them	to	the	
Messiah's	work	on	earth.	

Discussion	Questions	
1. Why	is	the	age	of	thirty	significant	for	both	Ezekiel	and	Yahshua?	What	does	this	

reveal	about	divine	timing?	

2. What	is	the	significance	of	receiving	visions	by	a	river?	How	does	water	symbolize	
the	Word	throughout	Scripture?	

3. How	does	Ezekiel's	captivity	relate	to	the	broader	theme	of	redemption	in	this	
vision?	

	

	

Part	II.	The	Cloud	and	Fire	(Ezekiel	1:4)	

Summary	

A	whirlwind	emerges	from	the	north,	accompanied	by	a	great	cloud	of	self-engulfing	fire.	
Brightness	radiates	from	it,	with	amber-colored	light	emerging	from	the	fire's	midst.	This	
cloud	represents	Yahweh's	presence,	and	the	fire	symbolizes	both	salvation	and	
judgment—defense	for	the	righteous	and	destruction	for	the	wicked.	

Key	Verses	
"Then	I	looked,	and	behold,	a	whirlwind	was	coming	out	of	the	north,	a	great	
cloud	with	raging	fire	engulfing	itself;	and	brightness	was	all	around	it	and	
radiating	out	of	its	midst	like	the	color	of	amber,	out	of	the	midst	of	the	fire."	
(Ezekiel	1:4	NKJV)	
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Symbol	 Meaning	

North	Wind	 According	to	Enoch,	winds	of	righteousness	come	from	the	
north—both	grace	and	judgment	

Cloud	 God's	presence	and	glory;	whenever	a	cloud	appears,	
something	significant	occurs	in	salvation	history	

Fire	 Purification	and	testing;	salvation	or	judgment;	the	refining	
process	that	produces	brass	

Brightness/Lightning	 The	revealed	Word;	prophetic	illumination	that	cannot	be	
ignored	

Amber	 Ancient	tree	resin,	when	rubbed,	creates	static	electricity	(the	
Greek	word	for	'electricity'	comes	from	'amber');	it	represents	
the	spark	of	divine	Word,	power,	and	is	called	lighting	

Symbolic	Meanings	

	

Supporting	Scriptures:	
• Isaiah	4:5	-	The	cloud	and	fire	as	defense	for	the	righteous	

• Exodus	19:9	-	God	coming	to	Moses	in	a	thick	cloud	

• Matthew	17:5	-	The	bright	cloud	at	the	Transfiguration	

• Revelation	10:1	-	The	mighty	angel	clothed	with	a	cloud	

Discussion	Questions	
4. How	does	fire	function	as	both	salvation	and	judgment?	Can	you	find	other	biblical	

examples?	
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5. What	is	the	connection	between	lightning,	voices,	and	thunder	in	biblical	prophecy?	

6. Why	does	God	consistently	reveal	Himself	through	clouds	throughout	Scripture?	

	

Part	III.	The	Four	Cherubim	(Ezekiel	1:5-14)	

Summary	

Four	living	creatures	emerge	from	the	fire,	each	with	four	faces	(man,	lion,	ox,	eagle),	four	
wings,	and	hands	of	a	man	under	their	wings.	These	faces	represent	the	anointing	of	the	
Word	to	the	saints	through	the	salvation	eras,	and	they	are	all	represented	in	the	Messiah’s	
earthly	ministry.	They	move	in	perfect	unity,	representing	the	fourfold	ministry	of	Yahshua	
working	through	the	Sons	of	God.	Their	feet	shine	like	polished	brass,	indicating	salvation	
is	tested	by	fire.	

	

The	Four	Faces:	Ministry	Aspects	

Face	 Nature	 Ministry	Aspect	

Man	 Intelligence	 Messiah	as	the	Son	of	Man,	relating	to	
humanity,	teaching,	and	prophetic	ministry	

Lion	 Kingship	 Messiah	as	King,	the	Lion	of	Judah,	ruling	
with	authority	and	power	

Ox/Calf	 Service	 Messiah	as	Suffering	Servant,	sacrificial	
beast	of	burden,	enduring	tribulation	

Eagle	 Divinity	 Messiah	as	divine	Son	of	God,	ascending	to	
heaven,	delivering	prophetic	voices	

	

	

Key	Characteristics	
• Four	wings:	two	for	covering	(worship/protection)	and	two	for	flight	(ministry)	

• Hands	of	a	man	under	wings:	ministry	works	executed	through	humanity	
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• Brass	feet:	tested	through	fire,	representing	endurance	through	tribulation	

• Wings	touching:	unity	of	message	and	purpose	in	salvation	work	

• They	went	straight	forward:	no	deviation	in	God's	plan	

• Like	burning	coals	and	torches:	carrying	the	fire	of	purification	and	illumination	

	

Ezekiel	vs.	Revelation	
"In	Ezekiel,	the	Old	Testament,	each	cherub	has	all	four	faces	operating	in	harmony	
simultaneously.	However,	in	Revelation	4:7,	each	of	the	four	creatures	has	a	single	face,	
showing	that	different	aspects	of	ministry	take	precedence	at	various	stages	of	the	church's	
history.	However,	all	four	remain	active	throughout	salvation	history,	whether	in	minor	or	
major	ministries,	in	individual	saints,	or	in	star	messengers.	For	example,	the	early	church	
was	under	the	Lion	anointing,	and	Paul	served	as	the	Star	messenger.	John	Wesley,	during	
the	sixth	church	era,	was	the	face	of	a	man,	representing	an	intellectual	ministry.	Each	star	
messenger	confronts	the	associated	challenges	of	their	age—spiritual	warfare	unique	to	
their	era.	

	

Discussion	Questions	
7. What	does	it	mean	that	the	cherubim	have	'hands	of	a	man	under	their	wings'?	How	

does	God	work	through	human	agency?	

8. Why	is	unity	(wings	touching)	essential	for	effective	ministry?	

	

Part	IV.	The	Wheels	Within	Wheels	(Ezekiel	1:15-21)	
Summary	
Beside	each	cherub	appears	a	wheel	within	a	wheel,	able	to	move	in	any	direction	without	
turning.	The	wheels	are	full	of	eyes	and	move	in	perfect	coordination	with	the	cherubim.	
They	represent	God's	sovereignty	moving	through	time,	with	the	eyes	symbolizing	divine	
omniscience	overseeing	all	of	salvation	history.	

Key	Features	of	the	Wheels	
• Wheel	within	a	wheel:	multidimensional	movement	of	God's	plan	

○ One	wheel	enables	movement	east-west,	the	other	north-south	



 18 of 116 

 

○ Salvation	reaching	all	directions	(Luke	13:29)	

• Appearance	like	beryl	(precious	stone):	valuable	and	beautiful	to	God	

• Full	of	eyes:	God's	all-seeing	watchfulness	over	His	plan	

○ Psalm	101:6	-	His	eyes	upon	the	faithful	

○ Revelation	4:6	-	Four	beasts	full	of	eyes	before	and	behind	

• They	turned	not	when	they	went:	no	deviation	from	purpose	

○ James	1:17	-	No	variableness	or	shadow	of	turning	with	God	

• Spirit	of	the	creatures	in	the	wheels:	unified	purpose	between	message	and	timing	

	

Wheels	as	Movement	Through	Time	
The	wheels	represent	God's	salvation	plan	moving	through	history	from	Eden	to	the	Great	
White	Throne	Judgment.	An	example	of	this	is	Daniel	7:9,	which	connects	these	wheels	to	
the	throne	of	judgment,	specifically	during	the	45	days	mentioned	in	Daniel	12:12	when	
Yahshua	establishes	His	kingdom	on	earth	in	Matthew	25:31-46.	

Discussion	Questions	
10. What	does	the	'wheel	within	a	wheel'	teach	us	about	the	complexity	of	God's	timing	

and	sovereignty?	

11. How	do	the	eyes	on	the	wheels	relate	to	God's	providence	and	care	over	history?	

12. Why	is	it	significant	that	the	wheels	never	turn	from	their	path?	

	

Part	V.	Seraphim	vs.	Cherubim:	Understanding	the	
Distinction	
Summary	
The	text	proposes	that	seraphim	and	cherubim	are	the	same	angelic	beings,	differing	in	
name,	and	that	they	perform	specific	duties	in	various	phases	of	Yahshua's	salvation	plan.	
"'Seraphim'	(Hebrew:	 ףרָשָׂ ,	saraph)	means	'burning	ones'	or	'fiery	serpents'	(same	word	
used	for	the	bronze	serpent	in	Numbers	21:8-9	and	the	fiery	serpents	in	Isaiah	14:29).	
'Cherubim'	(Hebrew:	 םיבִוּרכְּ ,	keruvim)	has	an	uncertain	etymology	but	may	relate	to	
'guardian'	or	‘intercessor.'"	
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Comparison	Chart	

Feature	 Cherubim	 Seraphim	

Primary	Role	 Executing	salvation	ministry	 Executing	judgment/worship	

Faces	 Visible	(four	faces	active)	 Covered	(faces	hidden)	annointed	
protection	not	offered	

Feet	 Visible	(polished	brass)	 Covered	(salvation	not	being	
proved)	

Wings	in	Use	 Two	for	flight	(salvation	ministry)	 Two	for	flight	(sending	judgment)	

Scripture	 Ezekiel	1,	10;	Revelation	4	 Isaiah	6	

	

	

Isaiah	6:	Seraphim	in	Judgment	
Isaiah	sees	seraphim	that	overshadow	him	when	he's	sent	to	Israel	—not	to	save	them	but	
to	judge	them—a	prophecy	of	the	desolation	in	Daniel	9:27	during	the	70th	week.	The	
hidden	faces	and	covered	feet	indicate	the	redemptive	work	is	not	active	in	that	moment;	
instead,	judgment	is	being	executed.	I	think	we	can	apply	this	to	all	the	desolations	of	Israel	
and	Judah,	and	even	to	the	King	of	Kings'	return	in	Revelation	19.	As	the	sixth	seal	and	the	
seventh	bowl	plague	angel	is	released.	

Discussion	Questions	
13. Why	might	the	same	angelic	beings	have	different	names	for	different	functions?	

14. What	does	Isaiah	6	reveal	about	the	balance	between	worship	and	judgment?	

15. How	does	understanding	the	distinction	between	cherubim	and	seraphim	help	us	
understand	different	phases	of	God's	plan?	
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Part	VI.	The	Firmament,	Throne,	and	Glory	(Ezekiel	
1:22-28)	
Summary	
Above	the	cherubim's	heads,	a	fearsome	crystal	expanse—the	firmament	—appears.	Above	
this	is	the	likeness	of	a	throne	with	the	appearance	of	
sapphire,	and	upon	the	throne	is	the	likeness	of	a	man	
surrounded	by	fire	and	a	rainbow.	"This	represents	the	Word,	
Yahshua	the	Only	Begotten	Son,	in	spirit	—	the	substance	of	
YAHWEH's	glory	made	visible	(Hebrews	1:3,11:1).	

"Key	Elements	
• The	Crystal	Firmament	(v.	22):	

○ Like	a	fearsome	crystal	stretched	above	the	
cherubim																		

○ Corresponds	to	the	sea	of	glass	in	Revelation	4:6	

○ Separates	earthly	heaven	from	the	heaven	of	heavens	

• The	Wings	Straight	(v.	23):	
○ Wings	touching	like	in	the	tabernacle	(1	Kings	6:27)	

○ Represents	the	unity	of	the	Word	covering	Israel	and	sent	from	east	to	west	
around	the	earth	

• The	Voice	(v.	24-25):	

○ Like	many	waters,	voices	of	the	gospel	that	built	New	Jerusalem:	—the	voice	of	
Yahshua	(Revelation	1:15)	

○ Cherubim	move	by	His	voice	and	stand	silent,	awaiting	His	word	

○ Psalm	46:10	-	'Be	still	and	know	that	I	am	God’	

• The	Throne	(v.	26):	

○ Likeness	of	sapphire	stone	(blue/transparent)	

○ Still	prophetic	at	Ezekiel's	time—'likeness'	indicates	future	fulfillment	

○ The	mercy	seat	where	Yahweh	communes	(Exodus	25:22)	

• The	Man	on	the	Throne	(v.	26-27):	
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○ Appearance	of	a	man—Yahshua,	the	Only	Begotten	Son	(spirit	form)	

○ Surrounded	by	fire—tested	and	refined	

○ Brass	feet	(Revelation	2:18)—endured	through	tribulation	

• The	Rainbow	(v.	28):	

○ Sign	of	covenant	faithfulness	

○ Revelation	4:3	and	10:1—around	the	throne	and	on	the	mighty	angel	

	

The	Mercy	Seat	Connection	
The	throne	imagery	connects	directly	to	the	mercy	seat	in	the	tabernacle/temple.	Yahweh	
dwells	between	the	two	cherubim	(2	Samuel	6:2).	The	cherubim	watch	over	the	Word	of	
salvation—the	budding	rod,	the	Ten	Commandments,	and	the	manna	in	the	gold	jar.	This	is	
where	the	voice	of	the	only	begotten	Son	communes	with	His	people	(Exodus	25:22).	

Discussion	Questions	
16. Why	is	everything	described	as	a	'likeness'	or	'appearance'	rather	than	the	actual	

thing?	

17. What	is	the	significance	of	the	man	on	the	throne	being	surrounded	by	both	fire	and	
a	rainbow?	

18. How	does	the	mercy	seat	in	the	tabernacle	relate	to	this	heavenly	throne	scene?	

	

Part	VII.	Lightning,	Voices,	and	Thunder	
Summary	
Ezekiel	1:4-5	describes	cherubim	as	resembling	a	man	because	the	anointing	they	carry	
falls	upon	the	called	servant	chosen	by	the	only	begotten	Son,	Yeshua.	In	this	case,	it	is	
Ezekiel;	in	Isaiah,	it	is	Isaiah.	In	Revelation,	it	is	the	seven-star	messengers	of	chapter	one.	
The	cherubim	appear	as	burning	coals	of	fire,	producing	lightning	that	symbolizes	the	
revealed	Word.	Thunder	represents	the	spoken	Word	delivered	by	prophets,	and	voices	are	
the	messages	spreading	across	the	earth.	This	pattern	of	lightning,	thunder,	and	voices	
recurs	throughout	Revelation	and	signifies	progressive	revelation.		
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The	Progression	of	Revelation	

Element	 Meaning	 Function	

Lightning	 Brilliant	revelation	from	God	 Illuminates	truth	instantly,	cannot	
be	overlooked	

Thunder	 The	Word	spoken	by	prophets	 Declares	truth	powerfully,	
demands	attention	

Voices	 Messages	spreading	across	earth	 Ministry	carried	by	anointed	
messengers	

	

	

Biblical	Examples	
• Exodus	19:16	-	Thunder,	lightning,	and	trumpet	at	Sinai	

• Revelation	4:5	-	Seven	lamps	of	fire,	lightning,	thunder,	voices	from	the	throne	

• Revelation	8:5	-	Thunder,	voices,	lightning,	earthquake	after	the	censer	

• Revelation	10:3-4	-	Seven	thunders	whose	messages	were	sealed	

• Revelation	11:19	-	Lightning,	voices,	thunder,	earthquake,	great	hail	

	

The	Burning	Coals	
The	cherubim	appear	as	burning	coals,	in	line	with	Isaiah	6:6-7,	where	a	seraph	takes	a	coal	
from	the	altar	to	cleanse	Isaiah's	lips.	These	coals	represent	the	purifying	fire	that	produces	
the	brass	feet	of	the	Messiah—the	fire	of	testing	and	refinement	that	enables	ministry.	

Discussion	Questions	
19. How	does	the	sequence	of	lightning	→	thunder	→	voices	relate	to	how	God	reveals	

truth	progressively?	

20. Why	does	thunder	not	always	mean	judgment?	When	does	it	represent	pure	
revelation?	

21. What	is	the	significance	of	the	seven	thunders	in	Revelation	10	being	sealed?	
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Part	VIII.	Practical	Application	
Living	Out	the	Vision	

For	Personal	Study	
22. Recognize	that	all	Scripture	reveals	Christ	and	His	salvation	plan	

23. Look	for	the	four	aspects	of	Christ's	ministry	in	your	own	life	and	calling	

24. Understand	that	God's	timing	(the	wheels)	is	perfect	and	unchanging	

25. Submit	to	the	refining	fire	that	produces	'brass	feet'—endurance	through	trials	

For	Ministry	
26. Work	in	unity	(wings	touching)	with	other	believers	in	the	body	of	Christ	

27. Move	straight	forward	without	deviation	from	God's	purpose	

28. Carry	the	'burning	coals'—the	purifying	and	illuminating	message	

29. Wait	on	God's	voice	before	moving	(stand	silent	until	He	speaks)	

Reflection	Questions	
30. Which	of	the	four	faces	(Lion,	Ox,	Man,	Eagle)	do	you	most	identify	with	in	your	

current	season?	

31. How	have	you	experienced	God's	'refining	fire'	in	your	life?	

32. In	what	areas	do	you	need	to	develop	better	unity	(wings	touching)	with	other	
believers?	

33. How	can	you	cultivate	the	practice	of	waiting	silently	for	God's	voice	before	acting?	

	

Part	IX.	Conclusion	
The	Glory	of	the	Lord	
Ezekiel	1:28	concludes:	'This	was	the	appearance	of	the	likeness	of	the	glory	of	YAHWEH.'	
Everything	in	this	vision	points	to	Yahshua—the	Only	Begotten	Son	who	is	the	glory	of	
Yahweh.	The	cherubim,	the	wheels,	the	throne,	the	fire,	the	rainbow—all	reveal	different	
facets	of	YAHWEH’s	salvation	plan	executed	through	His	Only	Begotten	Son.	
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From	Eden	to	Eternity	
This	vision	spans	all	of	redemptive	history,	from	the	cherubim	guarding	the	way	to	the	
Tree	of	Life	in	Genesis	3:24	to	the	Great	White	Throne	Judgment	in	Revelation	20.	The	
wheels	move	God's	plan	through	time	with	perfect	precision.	The	cherubim	execute	
ministry	in	different	phases—cherubim	for	salvation	work,	seraphim	for	judgment—but	
always	in	service	to	the	One	on	the	throne.	

Christ	in	All	
The	four	faces	reveal	the	complete	ministry	of	Christ	and,	in	human	affairs,	the	body	of	
Christ	on	Earth:	Man	(intellectual),	Lion	(authority),	Ox	(sacrifice),	and	Eagle	(prophet).	All	
four	work	in	perfect	harmony,	just	as	the	wings	touch	and	the	cherubim	move	as	one.	This	
unity	reflects	the	unity	of	the	Godhead	and	the	unity	that	should	characterize	the	body	of	
Christ.	

Final	Thoughts	
Like	Ezekiel,	we	are	called	to	see	visions	of	God—to	understand	His	nature,	His	plan,	and	
His	glory.	This	vision	is	not	merely	historical	or	prophetic;	it	is	for	the	ages	relevant,	
showing	us	the	unchanging	nature	of	God's	sovereignty,	the	completeness	of	Christ's	work,	
and	the	perfection	of	His	timing	in	bringing	salvation	to	completion.	

"So	when	I	saw	it,	I	fell	on	my	face,	and	I	heard	a	voice	of	One	speaking."	
(Ezekiel	1:28b)	

	

	

Appendix:	Key	Scripture	Cross-References	
Related	Visions	

• Daniel	7:9-10	-	Ancient	of	Days	and	the	throne	with	wheels	of	fire	

• Daniel	10:5-6	-	The	man	clothed	in	linen	with	an	appearance	like	lightning	

• Isaiah	6:1-8	-	Isaiah's	vision	of	seraphim	and	the	throne	

• Revelation	4:1-11	-	The	throne,	sea	of	glass,	and	four	living	creatures	

• Revelation	10:1-7	-	The	mighty	angel	with	the	cloud,	the	rainbow,	and	the	thunder	

Cloud	and	Fire	References	
• Exodus	13:21-22	-	Pillar	of	cloud	and	fire	leading	Israel	
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• Exodus	19:9,	16-18	-	God	descending	in	cloud	with	thunder	and	lightning	

• Leviticus	-	God	appearing	in	a	cloud	over	the	mercy	seat	

• Isaiah	4:5	-	Cloud	and	fire	as	defense	for	Mount	Zion	

• Matthew	17:5	-	Bright	cloud	at	Transfiguration	

Mercy	Seat	and	Cherubim	
• Exodus	25:17-22	-	Instructions	for	the	mercy	seat	and	cherubim	

• 1	Kings	6:23-28	-	Cherubim	in	Solomon's	temple	

• 2	Samuel	6:2	-	The	ark	where	God	dwells	between	cherubim	

• Psalm	80:1	-	'You	who	dwell	between	the	cherubim'	

• Hebrews	9:5	-	Cherubim	of	glory	overshadowing	the	mercy	seat	

Eyes	and	Omniscience	
• 2	Chronicles	16:9	-	'The	eyes	of	YAHWEH	run	to	and	fro.'	

• Zechariah	4:10	-	Seven	eyes	of	YAHWEH	sent	through	the	earth	

• Psalm	101:6	-	'Mine	eyes	shall	be	upon	the	faithful'	

• Revelation	5:6	-	Seven	eyes	of	the	Lamb	

The	Four	Faces	in	Gospel	Anointing	
• Lion	-	Power	of	the	Word	

• Ox	-	Beast	of	burden,	sacrifice	

• Man	-	Intellectual	warfare	

• Eagle	-	Seeing	eye	of	a	prophet	
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Ezekiel	Chapter	2	
The	Commission	of	the	Son	of	Man	

A	Study	Guide	
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Introduction	
Chapter	1	revealed	the	attributes	of	God's	Kingdom	and	how	the	cherubim	communicate	
the	plan	of	salvation	to	mankind.	Chapter	2	transitions	from	the	spiritual	realm	to	practical	
ministry	as	Ezekiel	receives	his	prophetic	commission.	Like	Daniel,	Ezekiel	foreshadows	
the	Son	of	Man—the	Messiah.	Both	prophets	lived	during	the	Babylonian	exile,	both	
received	the	plan	of	salvation,	and	both	gave	prophecies	detailing	salvation	history	that	
culminates	in	Revelation	22.	

This	chapter	focuses	on	Ezekiel's	calling	as	'Son	of	man,'	the	prophetic	scroll	he	must	
consume,	and	the	bittersweet	nature	of	prophetic	ministry—sweet	with	salvation	yet	bitter	
with	judgment.	

Element	 Significance	

Title:	'Son	of	Man'	 Links	Ezekiel	to	the	Messiah;	represents	the	elect’s	spiritual	
lineage	from	Adam	as	sons	of	God	

Command:	Stand	 Spirit	empowerment	enables	standing;	readiness	to	receive	
God's	word	

Audience:	Israel	 Described	as	'rebellious	house,'	'hard	of	face,'	and	'hardhearted'	

The	Scroll	 Written	front	and	back	with	'lamentation,	mourning,	and	woe';	
must	be	eaten	

Sweet	and	Bitter	 Sweet	to	the	mouth	(salvation	message)	but	bitter	to	the	
stomach	(judgment	reality)	

Quick	Reference	

	

Part	I.	The	Title:	'Son	of	Man'	(Ezekiel	2:1)	
Summary	
God	addresses	Ezekiel	as	'Son	of	man'	and	commands	him	to	stand.	This	title	connects	
Ezekiel	to	the	Messiah	and	to	humanity's	call	to	salvation.	The	title	appears	throughout	
Ezekiel	and	Daniel,	foreshadowing	the	true	Son	of	Man—Yahshua	the	Messiah—who	would	
fully	embody	the	divine	in	human	form.	
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Key	Verse	
"And	he	said	to	me,	'Son	of	man,	stand	on	your	feet,	and	I	will	speak	with	you.'"	(Ezekiel	
2:1)	

Understanding	'Son	of	Man':	Psalm	8	Analysis	
Psalm	8	provides	the	foundation	for	understanding	the	meaning	of	'Son	of	Man'.	The	psalm	
weaves	between	the	earthly	son	of	man	(Adam	and	his	descendants)	and	the	heavenly	Son	
of	Man	(Yahshua,	the	Only	Begotten	Son).	

"What	is	man	that	you	are	mindful	of	him,	and	the	son	of	man	that	you	care	for	
him?	Yet	you	have	made	him	a	little	lower	than	the	heavenly	beings	and	
crowned	him	with	glory	and	honor."	(Psalm	8:4-5)	

	

Two	Sons	of	Man	

Earthly	Son	of	Man	(Adam)	 Heavenly	Son	of	Man	(Yahshua)	

Created	in	God's	image	but	fell	 Earthly	image	of	Holy	Spirit	

Spiritual	seed	considered	dead	 Living	seed;	the	spoken	Word	from	heaven	

Foreshadowed	by	prophets	like	Ezekiel	 The	fulfillment;	Only	Begotten	Son	on	Earth	

Needs	redemption	 Provides	redemption	

Mortal	spirit	 Eternal	Spirit	came	in	fashion	of	man—spirit	

	

Key	Insights	

• Both	Ezekiel	and	Daniel	receive	the	title	'Son	of	man,'	connecting	them	to	Messiah's	
ministry	

• Ezekiel	represents	the	spiritually	promised	seed	through	Adam/Seth	lineage,	
though	dead	because	of	the	fall	

• The	title	foreshadows	the	true	seed—Yahshua,	the	living	image	of	Holy	Spirit	

• John	3:13-15	clarifies	that	the	eternal	Son	of	Man	descended	from	heaven	

• Holy	Spirit	within	Messiah	was	eternal;	His	flesh	was	the	vehicle	for	redemption	
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Supporting	Scripture	
"No	one	has	ascended	into	heaven	except	he	who	descended	from	heaven,	the	
Son	of	Man.	And	as	Moses	lifted	up	the	serpent	in	the	wilderness,	so	must	the	
Son	of	Man	be	lifted	up,	that	whoever	believes	in	him	may	have	eternal	life."	
(John	3:13-15)	

Discussion	Questions	
1. Why	does	God	use	the	title	'Son	of	man'	for	both	prophets	and	the	Messiah?	
2. What	does	Psalm	8	teach	us	about	humanity's	created	purpose	and	fallen	condition?	

3. How	does	understanding	Yahshua	as	the	'Only	Begotten	Son	Holy	Spirit'	deepen	
your	understanding	of	the	Messiah?	

4. In	John	3:13-15,	what	was	eternal	about	Messiah—His	flesh	or	His	Holy	Spirit?	What	
does	this	mean	for	salvation?	

	

	

Part	II.	Spirit	Empowerment:	'Stand	on	Your	Feet'	
(Ezekiel	2:1-2)	
Summary	
God	commands	Ezekiel	to	stand,	but	Ezekiel	cannot	stand	in	his	own	strength.	As	God	
speaks,	the	Spirit	enters	Ezekiel	and	sets	him	on	his	feet.	This	demonstrates	that	prophetic	
ministry	requires	divine	empowerment—human	effort	alone	is	insufficient.	The	command	
to	stand	represents	readiness	to	receive	and	deliver	Yeshua’s	word.	

Key	Verses	
"And	he	said	to	me,	'Son	of	man,	stand	on	your	feet,	and	I	will	speak	with	you.'	
And	as	he	spoke	to	me,	the	Spirit	entered	into	me	and	set	me	on	my	feet,	and	I	
heard	him	speaking	to	me."	(Ezekiel	2:1-2)	

The	Pattern	of	Empowerment	
5. God	commands:	'Stand	on	your	feet'	

6. God	speaks:	His	Word	carries	creative	power	
7. The	Spirit	enters:	Word,	understanding,	wisdom	
8. Ezekiel	stands:	Obedience	becomes	possible	

9. Ezekiel	hears:	Ready	to	receive	instructions	
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Connection	to	Acts	26:16-18	
Brian’s	commentary	suggests	that	Acts	26:16-18	expresses	the	same	pattern	for	both	the	
earthly	Son	of	Man	(Adam's	descendants)	and	the	heavenly	Son	of	Man	(Yahshua).	This	
passage	shows	Paul's	commission	paralleling	Ezekiel's:	

"But	rise	and	stand	upon	your	feet,	for	I	have	appeared	to	you	for	this	purpose,	
to	appoint	you	as	a	servant	and	witness...to	open	their	eyes,	so	that	they	may	
turn	from	darkness	to	light	and	from	the	power	of	Satan	to	Elohim."	(Acts	
26:16-18)	

Key	Insights	

• Standing	requires	Spirit	empowerment—we	cannot	serve	God	in	our	own	strength	

• The	Spirit	enters	as	God	speaks—the	Word	is	Spirit	and	life	

• Standing	represents	readiness	for	ministry	and	obedience	to	God's	calling	

• This	pattern	applies	to	all	who	are	called	to	ministry—prophets,	apostles,	and	
believers	

Discussion	Questions	
10. Why	couldn't	Ezekiel	stand	on	his	own?	What	does	this	teach	about	human	ability	

versus	divine	empowerment?	

11. How	does	the	Spirit	enable	us	to	do	what	God	commands?	
12. In	what	areas	of	your	life	do	you	need	to	'stand'	through	the	Spirit's	power	rather	

than	your	own	effort?	

	

	

	

Part	III.	The	Mission	to	Rebellious	Israel	(Ezekiel	2:3-5)	
Summary	
God	sends	Ezekiel	to	the	children	of	Israel,	described	as	'nations	of	rebels,'	'hard	of	face,'	
'hardhearted,'	and	a	'rebellious	house.'	Despite	their	resistance,	Ezekiel	must	deliver	God's	
message.	Whether	they	listen	or	refuse,	they	will	know	a	prophet	was	among	them.	This	
establishes	both	the	mission's	difficulty	and	God's	sovereign	purpose	in	sending	the	Word.	
How	many	of	the	cherubim’s	anointing	came	upon	Ezekiel	to	deliver	the	Word,	Lion,	calf,	
man’s	face,	eagle?		
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Key	Verses	
"Son	of	man,	I	send	you	to	the	sons	of	Israel,	to	nations	of	rebels,	who	have	
rebelled	against	me.	They	and	their	fathers	have	transgressed	against	me	to	
this	very	day.	I	am	sending	you	to	sons	who	are	hard	of	face	and	hardhearted,	
and	you	shall	say	to	them,	'This	is	what	the	Sovereign	Lord	YAHWEH	says.'	And	
they,	whether	they	listen	or	refuse	to	listen,	for	they	are	a	rebellious	house,	they	
will	know	that	a	prophet	was	among	them."	(Ezekiel	2:3-5)	

	

Characteristics	of	the	Audience	

Description	 Meaning	

Nations	of	Rebels	 Israel	had	become	like	the	nations	around	them,	in	active	rebellion	
against	God	

Transgressed	 Generational	pattern	of	sin—'they	and	their	fathers'	to	'this	very	
day'	

Hard	of	Face	 Shameless,	impudent,	refusing	to	show	remorse	or	humility	

Hardhearted	 Stubborn,	resistant	to	God's	word,	unwilling	to	change	

Rebellious	House	 Corporate	identity	of	resistance—not	just	individuals	but	the	entire	
household	of	Israel,	of	which	we	are.	

	

The	Prophet's	Responsibility	

• Deliver	the	message:	'This	is	what	the	Sovereign	Lord	YAHWEH	says.’	

• Speak	regardless	of	response—whether	they	listen	or	refuse	

• Establish	God's	testimony—they	will	know	a	prophet	was	among	them	

• Success	is	measured	by	faithfulness,	not	results	
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Key	Insights	

• God	sends	His	Word	even	when	rejection	is	certain—His	purposes	transcend	
immediate	response	

• The	presence	of	a	prophet	establishes	accountability	and	witness	

• Rebellion	is	often	generational	and	deeply	entrenched	

• God's	messenger	must	speak	'Thus	says	the	Sovereign'—it's	not	personal	opinion	
but	divine	authority	

	

Discussion	Questions	
13. Why	does	God	send	prophets	to	people	He	knows	will	reject	the	message?	

14. What	is	the	purpose	of	establishing	that	'a	prophet	was	among	them'	even	if	they	
refuse	to	listen?	

15. How	do	we	measure	success	in	ministry—by	response	or	by	faithfulness?	

16. Have	you	experienced	being	'hard	of	face'	or	'hardhearted'	toward	God?	What	
softened	your	heart?	

	

Part	IV.	Fearless	Ministry:	Briers,	Thorns,	and	Scorpions	
(Ezekiel	2:6-8)	
	

Summary	
God	warns	Ezekiel	not	to	fear	the	people	or	their	words,	even	though	he	will	face	
opposition	like	'briers	and	thorns'	and	sit	among	'scorpions.'	The	command	is	repeated:	'Be	
not	afraid.'	Ezekiel	must	speak	God's	words	whether	they	listen	or	refuse,	and	he	must	not	
become	rebellious	himself.	The	challenge	is	to	remain	faithful	and	fearless	in	hostile	
territory.	

Key	Verses	
"And	you,	son	of	man,	be	not	afraid	of	them,	nor	be	afraid	of	their	words,	
though	briers	and	thorns	are	with	you	and	you	sit	on	scorpions.	Be	not	afraid	of	
their	words,	nor	be	dismayed	at	their	looks,	for	they	are	a	rebellious	house.	And	
you	shall	speak	my	words	to	them,	whether	they	hear	or	refuse	to	hear,	for	they	
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are	a	rebellious	house.	But	you,	son	of	man,	hear	what	I	say	to	you.	Be	not	
rebellious	like	that	rebellious	house."	(Ezekiel	2:6-8a)	

	

The	Imagery	of	Opposition	

Image	 Meaning	 Application	

Briers	&	Thorns	 Painful,	persistent	irritation	 Opposition	that	constantly	wounds	
and	hinders	

Scorpions	 Dangerous,	poisonous	threats	 Living	among	those	who	could	
destroy	ministry	

Their	Words	 Verbal	attacks	and	rejection	 Criticism,	mockery,	threats	

Their	Looks	 Intimidating	expressions	 Contempt,	disdain,	hardness	

	

	

The	Command:	Do	Not	Fear	(Repeated	3x)	
17. 'Be	not	afraid	of	them'	(v.	6)	

18. 'Be	not	afraid	of	their	words'	(v.	6)	

19. 'Be	not	afraid...nor	be	dismayed'	(v.	6)	

	

The	repetition	emphasizes	the	natural	human	tendency	toward	fear	and	the	supernatural	
courage	required	for	prophetic	ministry.	

Supporting	Scripture:	Philippians	1:28	
"And	in	no	way	frightened	by	your	opponents,	which	is	a	sign	of	destruction	for	
them,	but	of	salvation	for	you,	and	that	from	God."	
Fearlessness	in	the	face	of	opposition	is	itself	a	testimony—it	signals	
destruction	for	opponents	and	salvation	for	the	faithful.	

The	Warning:	Do	Not	Become	Rebellious	
'Be	not	rebellious	like	that	rebellious	house'	(v.	8).	Ezekiel	faces	a	unique	danger:	while	
ministering	to	rebels,	he	could	become	rebellious	himself.	This	warns	against:	
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• Compromising	the	message	to	avoid	conflict	

• Refusing	to	speak	what	God	commands	

• Becoming	bitter	or	hardened	like	those	he	serves	

• Absorbing	the	rebellious	spirit	of	the	culture	

	

Discussion	Questions	
20. What	'briers,	thorns,	and	scorpions'	do	modern	ministers	or	believers	face?	
21. Why	does	God	repeat	the	command	'do	not	fear'	three	times?	What	does	this	reveal	

about	human	nature?	

22. How	can	someone	ministering	to	rebellious	people	avoid	becoming	rebellious	
themselves?	

23. When	have	you	had	to	speak	truth	despite	fear	of	people's	reactions?	
	

	

Part	V.	The	Scroll:	Sweet	and	Bitter	(Ezekiel	2:8-10)	
Summary	
God	commands	Ezekiel	to	open	his	mouth	and	eat	a	scroll	handed	to	him.	The	scroll	is	
written	on	both	sides	with	'words	of	lamentation	and	mourning	and	woe.'	This	scroll	
represents	God's	word—sweet	in	the	mouth	(the	message	of	salvation)	but	bitter	in	the	
stomach	(the	reality	of	judgment).	Ezekiel	must	internalize	God's	word	before	he	can	speak	
it.	

Key	Verses	
"But	you,	son	of	man,	hear	what	I	say	to	you.	Be	not	rebellious	like	that	
rebellious	house;	open	your	mouth	and	eat	what	I	give	you.	And	when	I	looked,	
behold,	a	hand	was	stretched	out	to	me,	and	behold,	a	scroll	of	a	book	was	in	it.	
And	he	spread	it	before	me.	And	it	had	writing	on	the	front	and	on	the	back,	
and	there	were	written	on	it	words	of	lamentation	and	mourning	and	woe."	
(Ezekiel	2:8-10)	

Characteristics	of	the	Scroll	

• A	hand	stretched	out—divine	initiative	in	giving	the	word	

• Written	front	and	back—complete,	comprehensive	message	
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• Contains	'lamentation,	mourning,	and	woe'—primarily	judgment	

• Must	be	eaten—internalized,	not	just	read	

	

Parallel:	Revelation	10:8-11	

John's	experience	in	Revelation	mirrors	Ezekiel's,	showing	the	continuity	of	
prophetic	calling:	

"Then	the	voice	that	I	had	heard	from	heaven	spoke	to	me	again,	saying,	'Go,	
take	the	scroll	that	is	open	in	the	hand	of	the	angel	who	is	standing	on	the	sea	
and	on	the	land.'	So	I	went	to	the	angel	and	told	him	to	give	me	the	little	scroll.	
And	he	said	to	me,	'Take	and	eat	it;	it	will	make	your	stomach	bitter,	but	in	your	
mouth	it	will	be	sweet	as	honey.'	And	I	took	the	little	scroll	from	the	hand	of	the	
angel	and	ate	it.	It	was	as	sweet	as	honey	in	my	mouth,	but	when	I	had	eaten	it,	
my	stomach	became	bitter.	And	I	was	told,	'You	must	again	prophesy	about	
many	peoples	and	nations	and	languages	and	kings.'"	(Revelation	10:8-11)	

	

Sweet	and	Bitter:	A	Comparison	

Aspect	 Sweet	(Mouth)	 Bitter	(Stomach)	

Message	 Promise	of	salvation	 Reality	of	judgment	

Experience	 Joy	of	God's	word	 Pain	of	people's	rejection	

Initial	Reception	 Delight	in	truth	 Burden	of	declaring	woe	

For	the	Prophet	 Privilege	of	calling	 Cost	of	obedience	

For	the	People	 Hope	for	salvation	 Warning	of	consequences	
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The	Requirement	to	Eat	

God	doesn't	just	ask	Ezekiel	to	read	or	memorize	the	scroll—he	must	eat	it.	
This	represents:	

• Complete	internalization—the	word	becomes	part	of	the	prophet	

• Digestion—deep	meditation	and	understanding	

• Transformation—the	prophet	is	changed	by	what	he	consumes	

• Authority	to	speak—only	what	is	internalized	can	be	proclaimed	with	power	

Key	Insights	

• Prophetic	ministry	carries	both	joy	(sweet)	and	sorrow	(bitter)	

• God's	word	must	be	internalized	before	it	can	be	proclaimed	

• The	scroll's	content	(lamentation,	mourning,	woe)	indicates	judgment	is	coming	

• This	pattern	continues	from	Ezekiel	through	John	in	Revelation—faithful	witnesses	
consume	God's	word	

	

Discussion	Questions	
24. What	does	it	mean	to	'eat'	God's	word	rather	than	just	read	it?	

25. Have	you	experienced	the	'sweet	and	bitter'	nature	of	following	God's	call?	How?	
26. Why	must	the	prophet	internalize	the	message	before	proclaiming	it?	
27. How	does	knowing	that	God's	word	contains	both	salvation	and	judgment	affect	

how	we	share	it?	

	

Part	VI.	Ezekiel	and	Daniel:	Foreshadowing	the	Messiah	
Summary	
Both	Ezekiel	and	Daniel	serve	as	foreshadowings	of	the	Son	of	Man	Messiah	in	unique	
ways.	While	Moses	and	David	also	foreshadowed	Messianic	prophecy,	Ezekiel	and	Daniel	
lived	out	their	ministries	more	fully	as	types	of	Christ.	Both	were	in	Babylonian	exile,	both	
received	the	complete	plan	of	salvation,	both	prophesied	salvation	history	culminating	in	
Revelation,	and	both	overcame	adversity	through	the	spoken	Word	that	glorified	God.	
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Why	Ezekiel	and	Daniel?	

• Both	lived	during	the	Babylonian	diaspora—exile,	representing	separation	from	
covenant	blessings	

• Both	are	given	the	title	'Son	of	man',	linking	them	to	Messiah	

• Both	received	comprehensive	visions	of	the	salvation	plan	

• Both	gave	prophecies	detailing	salvation	history	through	the	end	times	

• Both	faced	severe	adversity	and	were	overcome	by	God's	power	

• Both	lived	out	ministries	that	glorified	Elohim	through	obedience	

	

Comparison	with	Other	Prophets	

Prophet	 Messianic	Foreshadowing	 Distinctive	

Moses	 Deliverer,	mediator	of	covenant	 Partial—primarily	deliverance	role	

David	 King,	shepherd,	warrior	 Partial—primarily	kingship	role	

Ezekiel	 Son	of	Man	title,	suffering	servant	 Full—lived	out	complete	salvation	
plan	

Daniel	 Son	of	Man	title,	prophetic	
visionary	

Full—witnessed	complete	
prophetic	timeline	

	

	

How	They	Overcame	
Both	prophets	faced	adversity	and	overcame	it	by	the	power	of	the	spoken	Word	that	
glorified	Elohim.	This	demonstrates:	

• The	power	is	in	God's	spoken	word,	not	human	ability	

• Obedience	to	the	word	brings	victory	

• The	purpose	is	God's	glory,	not	personal	success	

• This	foreshadows	Messiah	overcoming	through	the	Word	(Matthew	4:1-11)	
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Discussion	Questions	
28. Why	are	Ezekiel	and	Daniel	considered	fuller	types	of	Christ	than	Moses	or	David?	

29. What	is	significant	about	both	prophets	being	in	exile	when	they	received	their	
revelations?	

30. How	does	studying	these	prophets	deepen	our	understanding	of	Christ's	ministry?	

	

	

Part	VII.	Practical	Application	

Living	Out	the	Commission	

For	Personal	Study	
31. Embrace	your	identity	as	part	of	God's	spiritual	lineage	through	Christ	
32. Depend	on	the	Spirit's	empowerment	rather	than	your	own	strength	

33. 'Eat'	God's	word—internalize	it	through	meditation	and	obedience	

34. Expect	both	sweetness	(joy	in	truth)	and	bitterness	(cost	of	obedience)	

For	Ministry	
35. Speak	God's	word	faithfully	regardless	of	response	
36. Do	not	fear	people's	words	or	looks—trust	God's	protection	

37. Guard	against	becoming	rebellious	while	ministering	to	rebels	
38. Measure	success	by	faithfulness	to	the	message,	not	immediate	results	

Reflection	Questions	
39. In	what	areas	of	your	life	do	you	need	to	'stand'	through	the	Spirit's	power?	
40. What	'briers,	thorns,	and	scorpions'	are	you	facing	in	your	walk	with	God?	
41. How	are	you	'eating'	God's	Word—truly	internalizing	it	or	merely	reading	it?	

42. When	have	you	experienced	the	'sweet	and	bitter'	reality	of	following	Christ?	
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Part	VIII.	Conclusion	
The	Prophet's	Preparation	
Chapter	2	shows	us	the	essential	elements	of	prophetic	calling:	divine	empowerment,	
fearless	obedience,	and	complete	internalization	of	God's	word.	Ezekiel	cannot	minister	in	
his	own	strength—he	needs	the	Spirit	to	even	stand.	He	cannot	speak	his	own	words—he	
must	declare	'Thus	says	the	Sovereign.'	He	cannot	deliver	a	message	he	hasn't	consumed—
he	must	eat	the	scroll.	

The	Son	of	Man	Connection	
The	title	'Son	of	man'	bridges	the	gap	between	Ezekiel's	ministry	and	the	Messiah's	
mission.	As	Psalm	8	reveals,	humanity	was	created	a	little	lower	than	the	heavenly	beings,	
crowned	with	glory	and	honor.	Through	the	fall,	this	glory	was	lost.	But	the	true	Son	of	
Man—Yahshua—restores	what	was	lost,	fulfilling	both	the	promise	and	the	prophecy.	

Sweet	and	Bitter	Reality	
The	bittersweet	nature	of	the	scroll	reminds	us	that	God's	word	brings	both	salvation	and	
judgment,	comfort	and	warning,	promise	and	consequence.	Those	who	minister	God's	
word	must	embrace	both	realities—the	joy	of	proclaiming	truth	and	the	sorrow	of	warning	
the	rebellious.	

Final	Thoughts	
Ezekiel's	commission	in	Chapter	2	prepares	him	for	the	challenging	ministry	ahead.	He	will	
face	opposition,	rejection,	and	hardship.	But	armed	with	the	Spirit's	power,	fearless	in	the	
face	of	threats,	and	filled	with	God's	Word,	he	is	ready.	His	ministry	foreshadows	the	
ultimate	Son	of	Man	who	would	face	the	greatest	opposition	and	achieve	the	greatest	
victory—bringing	salvation	to	all	who	believe.	

"And	as	he	spoke	to	me,	the	Spirit	entered	into	me	and	set	me	on	my	feet,	and	I	
heard	him	speaking	to	me."	(Ezekiel	2:2)	

	

Appendix:	Key	Scripture	Cross-References	
Son	of	Man	References	

• Psalm	8:4-6	-	What	is	man	that	you	are	mindful	of	him?	

• Daniel	7:13-14	-	One	like	a	son	of	man	coming	with	clouds	of	heaven	

• John	3:13-15	-	No	one	has	ascended	except	he	who	descended,	the	Son	of	Man	

• Matthew	8:20	-	The	Son	of	Man	has	nowhere	to	lay	his	head	
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• John	1:51	-	You	will	see	heaven	opened	and	angels	ascending	and	descending	on	the	
Son	of	Man.	(Which	angels	do	you	think?)	

Spirit	Empowerment	

• Acts	1:8	-	You	will	receive	power	when	Holy	Spirit	comes	upon	you	

• Acts	26:16-18	-	Rise	and	stand	upon	your	feet	

• Zechariah	4:6	-	Not	by	might,	nor	by	power,	but	by	my	Spirit	

• Luke	24:49	-	Stay	in	the	city	until	you	are	clothed	with	power	from	on	high	

Fearless	Ministry	

• Joshua	1:9	-	Be	strong	and	courageous;	do	not	be	afraid	

• Jeremiah	1:8	-	Do	not	be	afraid	of	them,	for	I	am	with	you	

• Philippians	1:28	-	In	no	way	frightened	by	your	opponents	

• 2	Timothy	1:7	-	God	has	not	given	us	a	spirit	of	fear	

Eating	God's	Word	

• Jeremiah	15:16	-	Your	words	were	found,	and	I	ate	them	

• Revelation	10:8-11	-	Take	and	eat	it;	it	will	be	sweet	and	bitter	

• Psalm	119:103	-	How	sweet	are	your	words	to	my	taste	

• Matthew	4:4	-	Man	shall	not	live	by	bread	alone,	but	by	every	Word	from	Elohim	

Ministry	to	the	Rebellious	

• Isaiah	6:8-10	-	Whom	shall	I	send?	Make	the	heart	of	this	people	dull	

• Acts	7:51	-	You	stiff-necked	people,	uncircumcised	in	heart	and	ears	

• 2	Timothy	4:2	-	Preach	the	Word;	be	ready	in	season	and	out	of	season	

• Luke	10:16	-	Whoever	rejects	you	rejects	me	
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Ezekiel	Chapter	3	

Eating	the	Scroll	and	the	Watchman's	Call	
A	Study	Guide	
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Introduction	
Ezekiel	presents	a	continuous	narrative	in	which	Ezekiel	and	Daniel,	both	called	'son	of	
man,'	collectively	depict	the	ministry	of	the	Messiah,	Yahshua.	Chapter	3	continues	
seamlessly	from	Chapter	2,	moving	from	the	scroll's	vision	to	its	consumption	and	to	
Ezekiel's	commissioning	as	a	watchman	over	Israel.	

This	chapter	covers	the	actual	eating	of	the	scroll	(sweet	as	honey),	Ezekiel's	mission	to	a	
hardened	people,	his	seven-day	period	of	astonishment,	his	appointment	as	watchman,	and	
the	prophetic	foreshadowing	of	the	Messiah's	binding	and	silence.	The	narrative	
prophetically	spans	from	the	immediate	fall	of	Jerusalem	in	586	BC.	Ultimately,	to	the	70th	
week	of	Daniel	

	

Element	 Significance	

Eating	the	Scroll	 Sweet	as	honey;	internalizing	the	Word	of	Life	that	brings	
strength	and	wisdom	

The	Spirit	Entered	 The	Word	of	Life	entered	Ezekiel—not	the	Holy	Spirit	
Himself,	but	His	Word	(John	6:63)	

Seven	Days	 Period	of	astonishment	at	Telabib;	foreshadows	the	seven	
Church	Ages	

Watchman	 Appointed	to	warn	both	wicked	and	righteous;	accountable	
for	delivering	God's	message	

Binding	&	Silence	 Foreshadows	Messiah's	binding	and	silence	before	Pilate	
(Matthew	27:1-2)	

Quick	Reference	
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Part	I.	Eating	the	Scroll:	Sweet	as	Honey	(Ezekiel	3:1-3)	
Summary	
Ezekiel	is	commanded	to	eat	the	scroll	and	fill	his	stomach	with	it.	Though	the	scroll	
contained	words	of	lamentation,	mourning,	and	woe	(2:10),	it	tasted	sweet	as	honey	in	his	
mouth.	This	demonstrates	that	God's	word,	even	when	containing	judgment,	is	sweet	to	
those	who	receive	it.	The	act	of	eating	represents	complete	internalization—not	merely	
reading,	but	consuming	the	Word	so	it	becomes	part	of	the	prophet.	

	

YAHWEH's	silencing	of	Ezekiel	in	3:26	is	not	permanent	—	it	is	purposeful.	He	is	not	
removed	from	prophetic	ministry	but	rather	restricted	from	the	role	of	direct	reprover	
until	the	fall	of	Jerusalem	confirms	his	words.	The	precise	moment	of	his	restoration	is	
preserved	in	33:22,	where	the	hand	of	YAHWEH	opens	his	mouth	the	very	evening	before	
the	refugee's	arrival	—	a	moment	explored	fully	in	our	Chapter	33	study.”		

Key	Verses	
"So	I	opened	my	mouth,	and	he	fed	me	the	scroll.	And	he	said	to	me,	'Son	of	man,	
feed	your	belly	with	this	scroll	that	I	give	you	and	fill	your	stomach	with	it.'	
Then	I	ate	it,	and	it	was	as	sweet	as	honey	in	my	mouth."	(Ezekiel	3:2-3)	

	

The	Paradox:	Lamentation	Yet	Sweet	

How	can	a	scroll	containing	lamentation,	mourning,	and	woe	taste	sweet?	This	
paradox	reveals	several	truths:	

• God's	word	is	inherently	good,	even	when	it	pronounces	judgment	

• The	prophet	delights	in	doing	God's	will,	regardless	of	the	message's	content	

• Truth	is	always	sweet	to	those	who	love	it	

• The	Word	of	Life	brings	spiritual	nourishment	even	when	delivering	warnings	

Connection	to	Proverbs	8	and	James	1	
The	teaching	begins	with	the	wisdom	of	the	Father—the	Only	Begotten	Son	sent	from	
heaven.	Proverbs	8:1-21	presents	wisdom	calling	out,	and	James	1:17-18	states:	'Of	his	own	
will	he	brought	us	forth	by	the	word	of	truth.'	The	scroll	Ezekiel	eats	represents	this	Word	
of	truth	that	brings	spiritual	birth.	

Supporting	Scripture:	Psalm	119:103	
"How	sweet	are	your	words	to	my	taste,	sweeter	than	honey	to	my	mouth!"	
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Key	Insights	

• Every	prophet	of	Elohim	delivers	salvation	messages,	often	combined	with	
judgment	warnings	

• Examples	include	Malachi	3,	Yahshua	(Matthew	24),	2	Peter	2,	John	(Revelation	10),	
Paul	(Romans	2)	

• The	sweetness	of	the	scroll	prepares	Ezekiel	for	the	bitterness	of	ministry	

• Filling	the	belly	and	stomach	emphasizes	complete	internalization,	not	surface-level	
reading	

Discussion	Questions	
1. Why	does	a	scroll	containing	judgment	taste	sweet	to	the	prophet?	
2. What	does	it	mean	to	'fill	your	stomach'	with	God's	word	versus	merely	reading	it?	

3. How	can	we	cultivate	a	taste	for	God's	word	that	finds	even	difficult	truths	'sweet'?	
4. What	warnings	does	God's	word	contain	for	today,	and	how	should	we	receive	

them?	

	

	

Part	II.	Mission	to	Israel:	Harder	Than	Stone	(Ezekiel	
3:4-11)	
Summary	
Ezekiel	is	sent	to	speak	God's	words	to	Israel,	his	own	people,	who	speak	his	language.	
Ironically,	foreigners	with	unintelligible	speech	would	listen,	but	Israel	will	not	because	
they	refuse	to	listen	to	God	Himself.	They	are	'hard	of	forehead	and	hard	of	heart.'	
However,	God	makes	Ezekiel	harder	than	them—his	forehead	like	adamant	stone,	stronger	
than	flint.	The	Word	has	made	him	stronger,	wiser,	and	more	persistent	than	the	
unbelieving.	

Key	Verses	
"Son	of	man,	go	to	the	house	of	Israel	and	speak	with	my	words	to	them.	For	
you	are	not	sent	to	a	people	of	unintelligible	speech	and	a	complex	language,	
but	to	the	house	of	Israel...But	the	house	of	Israel	will	not	be	willing	to	listen	to	
you,	for	they	are	not	willing	to	listen	to	me:	because	all	the	house	of	Israel	is	
hard	of	forehead	and	hard	of	heart."	(Ezekiel	3:4-7)	
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The	Nineveh	Contrast	(Luke	11:30-32)	
Verses	3:5-6	tell	the	story	of	Nineveh.	The	Babylonians	and	the	peoples	of	nations	that	
made	up	Babylon	would	hear	Ezekiel	if	he	were	sent	to	them.	This	echoes	Jesus'	words	
about	the	men	of	Nineveh	rising	in	judgment	because	they	repented	in	response	to	Jonah's	
preaching,	whereas	a	greater	than	Jonah	was	rejected	by	Israel.	

"The	men	of	Nineveh	will	rise	up	at	the	judgment	with	this	generation	and	
condemn	it,	for	they	repented	at	the	preaching	of	Jonah,	and	behold,	something	
greater	than	Jonah	is	here."	(Luke	11:32)	

Israel's	Hardness	 Ezekiel's	Strength	

Hard	of	forehead	(shameless)	 Forehead	like	adamant	stone	

Hard	of	heart	(stubborn)	 Heart	filled	with	God's	word	

Refuse	to	listen	to	God	 Receives	God's	words	in	his	heart	

Harder	than	flint	 Harder	than	flint—cannot	be	surpassed	

Made	Harder	Than	They	Are	

	

Word	Internalization:	Heart,	Not	Just	Head	
A	critical	point	appears	in	Ezekiel	2:2	and	3:10:	'Son	of	man,	all	my	words	that	I	shall	speak	
to	you	receive	in	your	heart.'	Then	in	2:2:	'He	spoke	to	me,	the	Spirit	entered	into	me	and	
set	me	on	my	feet.’	

Important	clarification:	Verse	2:2	does	not	teach	that	the	Holy	Spirit	Himself	entered	
Ezekiel,	nor	does	it	teach	that	the	Holy	Spirit	enters	the	born-again	soul	in	this	way.	What	
entered	Ezekiel	is	the	Word	of	Life.	As	Yahshua	said	in	John	6:63:	'My	words	are	life,	and	
they	are	Spirit.'	Moreover,	again	in	James	1:18:	'Of	his	own	will	He	begat	us	with	the	word	
of	truth.'	

Made	Stronger	Through	the	Word	
Consuming	the	Word	has	prepared	Ezekiel,	making	him	stronger	and	wiser	than	the	
unbelieving	and	unwilling.	He	is	now	more	persistent	than	they	are,	to	the	extent	that	they	
cannot	surpass	him.	

• Acts	7:51-56	-	Stephen,	full	of	the	Word,	could	not	be	overcome	

• Isaiah	50:7	-	'I	have	set	my	face	like	flint'	
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• Hebrews	11:32-37	-	Prophets	who	through	faith	conquered	kingdoms	

Discussion	Questions	
5. Why	would	foreigners	listen	more	readily	than	God's	own	people?	
6. What	does	it	mean	to	have	a	forehead	'like	adamant	stone'?	Is	this	a	

positive	trait?	
7. How	does	internalizing	God's	word	make	us	stronger	and	more	

persistent?	
8. What	is	the	difference	between	the	Spirit	entering	someone	and	the	

Word	entering	someone?	
	

Part	III.	Seven	Days	at	Telabib:	Astonished	at	Their	
Hardness	(Ezekiel	3:12-15)	
Summary	
The	Spirit	lifts	Ezekiel	and	transports	him	to	Telabib	by	the	River	Chebar,	where	the	exiles	
dwell.	Behind	him,	he	hears	the	glory	of	Yahweh,	the	sound	of	cherubim	wings	touching,	
and	the	noise	of	wheels—the	same	vision	from	Chapter	1.	Though	strong	in	the	Word	and	
prepared	by	anointing,	Ezekiel	goes	in	bitterness.	For	seven	days,	he	sits	among	the	
captives,	astonished	at	their	hardness	of	heart.	These	seven	days	prophetically	represent	
the	seven	Church	Ages	during	which	Israel	remains	hardened.	

Key	Verses	
"And	go,	get	thee	to	them	of	the	captivity,	and	tell	them,	Thus	saith	YAHWEH	
GOD.	Then	the	spirit	took	me	up,	and	I	heard	behind	me	a	voice	of	a	great	
rushing,	saying,	Blessed	be	the	glory	of	YAHWEH	from	his	place.	I	also	heard	
the	noise	of	the	wings	of	the	living	creatures	that	touched	one	another,	and	the	
noise	of	the	wheels	over	against	them,	and	a	noise	of	a	great	rushing.	So	the	
spirit	lifted	me,	and	took	me	away,	and	I	went	in	bitterness,	in	the	heat	of	my	
spirit;	but	the	hand	of	YAHWEH	was	strong	upon	me.	Then	I	came	to	them	of	
the	captivity	at	Telabib,	that	dwelt	by	the	river	of	Chebar,	and	I	sat	where	they	
sat,	and	remained	there	astonished	among	them	seven	days."	(Ezekiel	3:11-15)	

	

The	Glory	and	the	Voice	
Ezekiel	is	instructed	to	deliver	the	good	Word	of	YAHWEH,	shining	with	the	glory	of	
YAHWEH	from	His	throne.	Key	identifications:	

• The	glory	of	YAHWEH	is	represented	as	the	Only	Begotten	Son	
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• The	voice	resembles	a	great	rushing	waterfall	(Revelation	1:15)	

• No	man	has	ever	seen	God	or	heard	His	voice—this	is	Yahshua,	the	glory	of	God	

• The	cherubim	from	Chapter	1	move	forward	with	wings	and	wheels	full	of	eyes	

• The	cherubim	went	ahead	of	or	alongside	Ezekiel.	The	Bitterness	and	the	Hand	

	

Ezekiel's	State	 Reason	 God's	Provision	

Strong	in	the	Word	 Has	eaten	the	scroll	 Prepared	for	ministry	

Prepared	by	anointing	 Spirit	has	empowered	him	 Equipped	with	authority	

Went	in	bitterness	 Burden	of	judgment	
message	

Hand	of	YAHWEH	strong	
upon	him	

	

	

Seven	Days:	Prophetic	Timeline	
The	seven	days	illustrate	the	duration	of	the	seven	Church	Ages.	During	this	time,	the	
people	of	Israel	remain	in	captivity	(spiritual	exile)	at	Telabib	with	hardness	of	heart.	
Ezekiel's	astonishment	at	their	hardness	mirrors	God's	long-suffering	patience	through	the	
Church	Age	as	Israel	remains	partially	hardened	(Romans	11:25).	

The	commentary	indicates:	'How	that	the	people	of	Israel	will	be	found	as	the	people	of	
captivity	at	Telabib,	in	hardness	of	heart.'	This	hardness	continues	until	the	fullness	of	the	
Gentiles	comes	in.	

Connection	to	Daniel's	70th	Week	
The	following	verses	(3:16	onward)	begin	to	reveal	the	start	of	Daniel's	70th	Week.	This	
starts	after	Hosea's	two	days,	indicating	that	once	the	fullness	of	the	Gentile	seven	Church	
Ages	is	complete,	YAHWEH's	Word—representing	Yahshua's	voice—will	reach	the	two	
watchmen	of	Israel,	the	two	olive	branches,	who	are	the	two	prophets.	

Discussion	Questions	
9. Why	does	Ezekiel	go	'in	bitterness'	even	though	he	has	been	strengthened	and	

prepared?	
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10. What	does	it	mean	that	'the	hand	of	YAHWEH	was	strong	upon	me'?	

11. How	do	the	seven	days	of	astonishment	prophetically	relate	to	Israel's	spiritual	
state	during	the	Church	Age?	

12. What	does	it	mean	to	'sit	where	they	sat'?	How	does	empathy	relate	to	prophetic	
ministry?	

	

Part	IV.	Appointed	as	Watchman:	Blood	Accountability	
(Ezekiel	3:16-21)	
Summary	
After	seven	days,	God	appoints	Ezekiel	as	a	watchman	to	the	house	of	Israel.	A	watchman	is	
a	prophet	who	hears	the	Word	directly	from	Yahshua	and	must	warn	both	the	wicked	and	
the	righteous.	If	Ezekiel	fails	to	warn	them,	their	blood	will	be	required	at	his	hand.	If	he	
warns	them	and	they	do	not	turn,	he	has	delivered	his	soul.	This	establishes	the	weighty	
responsibility	of	prophetic	ministry—obedience	is	both	heavy	and	light.	

Key	Verses	
"And	it	came	to	pass	at	the	end	of	seven	days,	that	the	word	of	the	LORD	came	
unto	me,	saying,	Son	of	man,	I	have	made	thee	a	watchman	unto	the	house	of	
Israel:	therefore	hear	the	word	at	my	mouth,	and	give	them	warning	from	me.	
When	I	say	unto	the	wicked,	Thou	shalt	surely	die;	and	thou	gave	him	not	
warning,	nor	speak	to	warn	the	wicked	from	his	wicked	way,	to	save	his	life;	the	
same	wicked	man	shall	die	in	his	iniquity;	but	his	blood	will	I	require	at	thine	
hand."	(Ezekiel	3:16-18)	

	

What	Is	a	Watchman?	
A	watchman	to	the	house	of	Israel	is	a	prophet.	A	prophet	hears	the	Word	directly	from	
Yahshua.	As	stated	in	Amos	3:7:	'Surely	the	YAHWEH	does	nothing	without	revealing	his	
secret	to	his	servants	the	prophets.'	

• Stationed	on	the	wall	to	see	danger	coming	

• Responsible	for	sounding	the	alarm	

• Accountable	for	the	message,	not	the	response	

• Must	hear	directly	from	God's	mouth	
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Four	Scenarios	of	Accountability	

Person	 Warning	Given?	 Result	 Watchman's	Status	

Wicked	 No	 Dies	in	iniquity	 Blood	required	at	
hand	

Wicked	 Yes	 Dies	in	iniquity	
(doesn't	turn)	

Soul	delivered	

Righteous	 No	 Dies	in	sin;	
righteousness	
forgotten	

Blood	required	at	
hand	

Righteous	 Yes	 Lives	(doesn't	sin)	 Soul	delivered	

	

	

Heavy	Yet	Light	
The	commentary	states:	'The	Word	of	obedience	to	Ezekiel	is	so	heavy	and	yet	so	light.'	
This	paradox	reflects:	

• Heavy:	The	weight	of	accountability	for	people's	souls	

• Light:	The	simplicity	of	faithful	obedience—just	speak	what	God	says	

• Matthew	16:25	-	Whoever	loses	his	life	for	Jesus'	sake	will	find	it	

Universal	Accountability	
The	principle	applies	beyond	prophets:	

• All	prophets	must	first	obey	all	they	are	given	

• Those	who	have	heard	must	obey	or	die	

• Every	believer	has	a	responsibility	to	warn	others	

• Silence	in	the	face	of	sin	brings	blood	guilt	
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Discussion	Questions	
13. What	does	it	mean	for	someone's	blood	to	be	required	at	your	hand?	

14. Why	must	the	watchman	warn	both	the	wicked	AND	the	righteous?	
15. How	can	obedience	be	both	'heavy'	and	'light'	at	the	same	time?	
16. Do	all	believers	have	watchman	responsibility,	or	only	prophets?	

	

Part	V.	The	Glory	Returns:	Face-to-Face	Encounter	
(Ezekiel	3:22-24)	
Summary	
The	hand	of	YAHWEH	comes	upon	Ezekiel	again,	instructing	him	to	go	to	the	plain	where	
God	will	speak	with	him.	There,	Ezekiel	sees	the	glory	of	YAHWEH	standing—the	same	
glory	he	saw	by	the	river	Chebar.	He	falls	on	his	face,	then	the	Spirit	enters	him,	sets	him	on	
his	feet,	and	speaks,	commanding	him	to	shut	himself	in	his	house.	This	echoes	the	glory	
vision	of	Ezekiel	1:26-28,	reinforcing	that	the	figure	above	(not	on)	the	throne	with	a	voice	
like	many	waters	is	the	Only	Begotten	of	the	Father—the	Son,	Spirit.	

Key	Verses	
"And	the	hand	of	YAHWEH	was	there	upon	me;	and	he	said	unto	me,	Arise,	go	
forth	into	the	plain,	and	I	will	there	talk	with	thee.	Then	I	arose,	and	went	forth	
into	the	plain:	and,	behold,	the	glory	of	YAHWEH	stood	there,	as	the	glory	
which	I	saw	by	the	river	of	Chebar:	and	I	fell	on	my	face.	Then	the	spirit	entered	
into	me,	and	set	me	upon	my	feet,	and	spake	with	me,	and	said	unto	me,	Go,	
shut	thyself	within	thine	house."	(Ezekiel	3:22-24)	

The	Glory	Defined	
The	commentary	emphasizes:	'The	figure	above	the	throne,	not	on	it,	and	His	voice	like	
many	waters,	is	none	other	than	the	Only	Begotten	of	the	Father,	the	Son—Spirit.'	

• The	glory	of	YAHWEH	=	the	Only	Begotten	Son	

• Above	the	throne	(prophetically,	not	yet	seated	until	ascension)	

• Voice	like	many	waters	(Revelation	1:15)	

• The	Son	in	Spirit	form,	not	yet	incarnate	
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Pattern	of	Encounter	

Step	 Action	 Meaning	

1	 Hand	of	YAHWEH	upon	him	 Divine	compulsion	and	authority	

2	 Command	to	go	to	the	plain	 Separation	for	private	revelation	

3	 Glory	of	YAHWEH	standing	 Manifestation	of	divine	presence	

4	 Ezekiel	falls	on	his	face	 Proper	response	to	divine	glory	

5	 Spirit	enters	and	sets	him	upright	 Empowerment	to	receive	
instruction	

6	 Command	to	shut	himself	in	house	 Preparation	for	confinement	
ministry	

	

Discussion	Questions	
17. Why	does	Ezekiel	need	repeated	encounters	with	God's	glory?	

18. What	is	significant	about	the	glory	is	standing	rather	than	its	being	seated?	
19. Why	does	God	command	Ezekiel	to	shut	himself	in	his	house?	
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Part	VI.	Bound	and	Silent:	Foreshadowing	Messiah	
(Ezekiel	3:25-27)	
 

Summary	

The	final	three	verses	of	Chapter	3	foreshadow	the	hours	preceding	Messiah's	crucifixion.	
Ezekiel	will	be	bound	with	bands	and	unable	to	go	out	among	the	people.	His	tongue	will	
cleave	to	the	roof	of	his	mouth,	making	him	unable	to	reprove	the	rebellious	house.	But	
when	God	speaks,	He	will	open	Ezekiel's	mouth	to	declare	'Thus	saith	YAHWEH	GOD.'	This	
prophetically	points	to	the	binding	of	the	Messiah	and	His	silence	before	Pilate	(Matthew	
27:1-2),	as	well	as	Israel's	rejection,	bringing	judgment—the	fall	of	Jerusalem	to	
Nebuchadnezzar	in	586	BC.	

Key	Verses	
"But	thou,	O	son	of	man,	behold,	they	shall	put	bands	upon	thee,	and	shall	bind	
thee	with	them,	and	thou	shalt	not	go	out	among	them:	And	I	will	make	thy	
tongue	cleave	to	the	roof	of	thy	mouth,	that	thou	shalt	be	dumb,	and	shalt	not	
be	to	them	a	reprover:	for	they	are	a	rebellious	house.	But	when	I	speak	with	
thee,	I	will	open	thy	mouth,	and	thou	shalt	say	unto	them,	Thus	saith	YAHWEH	
GOD;	He	that	hears,	let	him	hear;	and	he	that	forbears,	let	him	forbear:	for	they	
are	a	rebellious	house."	(Ezekiel	3:25-27)	
	

Prophetic	Foreshadowing	

Ezekiel's	Experience	 Messiah's	Fulfillment	

Bands	put	upon	him	and	bound	 Messiah	bound	and	taken	to	Pilate	
(Matthew	27:1-2)	

Cannot	go	out	among	them	 Messiah	taken	from	among	the	people	

Tongue	cleaves	to	roof	of	mouth	 Messiah	silent	before	accusers	(Matthew	
27:12-14)	

Made	dumb,	not	a	reprover	 Messiah	gave	no	defense,	no	reproof	

When	God	speaks,	mouth	opened	 Messiah	spoke	only	when	Father	directed	
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The	Silence	and	the	Speaking	

	

The	pattern	established	here	is	significant:	

• Silence	before	the	rebellious:	Cannot	reprove	those	who	refuse	correction	

• Speaking	when	God	commands:	Authority	restored	at	divine	timing	

• Message	unchanged:	'Thus	saith	YAHWEH	GOD.'	

• Choice	remains:	'He	that	hears,	let	him	hear;	he	that	forbears,	let	him	forbear.’	

	

Historical	Context:	Fall	of	Jerusalem	
This	prophecy	about	Ezekiel	foretells	Israel's	hardness	in	rejecting	the	Word	of	God.	This	
rejection	brings	their	judgment—the	fall	of	Jerusalem	to	Nebuchadnezzar	in	586	BC.	The	
binding	and	silence	represent:	

• The	restraint	of	the	prophetic	voice	due	to	hardened	hearts	

• The	impending	judgment	that	cannot	be	stopped	by	reproof	

• The	pattern	repeated	with	Messiah's	rejection	leading	to	AD	70	

	

Connection	to	Matthew	27:1-2	
"When	morning	came,	all	the	chief	priests	and	the	elders	of	the	people	took	counsel	against	
Jesus	to	put	him	to	death.	Moreover,	they	bound	him	and	led	him	away	and	delivered	him	
over	to	Pilate,	the	governor."	(Matthew	27:1-2)	

	

Discussion	Questions	
20. Why	would	God	command	His	prophet	to	be	silent	before	a	rebellious	people?	
21. How	does	Ezekiel's	binding	and	silence	foreshadow	Christ's	passion?	

22. What	does	'he	that	hears,	let	him	hear;	he	that	forbears,	let	him	forbear'	teach	about	
free	will?	

23. Is	there	a	time	when	God	stops	reproving	and	allows	judgment	to	come?	
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Part	VII.	Practical	Application	
	

Living	as	Watchmen	

For	Personal	Study	
24. Internalize	God's	word	completely—eat	the	scroll,	do	not	just	taste	it	

25. Develop	a	forehead	'harder	than	flint'—unmovable	conviction	in	truth	

26. Be	willing	to	sit	where	others	sit—empathy	precedes	effective	ministry	

27. Accept	both	the	sweetness	and	bitterness	of	God's	word	

For	Ministry	
28. Embrace	watchman	responsibility—warn	both	wicked	and	righteous	

29. Understand	blood	accountability—deliver	the	message	regardless	of	response	

30. Recognize	when	to	speak	and	when	to	be	silent	before	God	opens	your	mouth	

31. Go	in	bitterness,	but	with	the	hand	of	God	strong	upon	you	

Reflection	Questions	
32. Have	you	honestly	'eaten'	God's	word,	or	are	you	just	sampling	it?	

33. Are	there	people	you	need	to	warn	but	have	remained	silent?	
34. How	can	you	develop	empathy	(sitting	where	they	sit)	while	maintaining	

conviction?	

35. When	has	God's	word	been	'sweet	as	honey'	to	you	despite	containing	brutal	truths?	

	

Part	VIII.	Conclusion	
The	Prophet	Prepared	and	Commissioned	
Chapter	3	completes	Ezekiel's	preparation	and	commissioning.	He	has	seen	the	glory,	eaten	
the	scroll,	been	made	more	steadfast	than	his	opposition,	and	received	his	watchman	
appointment.	Now	he	understands	both	the	privilege	and	burden	of	prophetic	ministry—
the	sweetness	of	God's	word	and	the	bitterness	of	declaring	judgment	to	a	rebellious	
people.	
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From	Astonishment	to	Action	
The	seven	days	of	astonishment	at	Telabib	represent	the	prophet's	complete	
comprehension	of	the	depth	of	Israel's	hardness.	Like	God's	patience	through	the	seven	
Church	Ages,	Ezekiel	must	first	understand	before	he	can	effectively	minister.	The	
transition	from	astonishment	to	action	comes	when	God's	word	returns,	'	at	the	end	of	
seven	days,'	appointing	him	as	watchman.	

Foreshadowing	the	Greater	Son	of	Man	
The	binding	and	silence	prophetically	point	to	Messiah—the	ultimate	Son	of	Man	who	
would	be	bound,	taken	before	authorities,	and	remain	silent	before	His	accusers.	Yet	when	
He	spoke,	it	was	with	divine	authority:	'Thus	saith	the	Lord.'	Israel's	rejection	of	Ezekiel's	
message	foreshadowed	their	rejection	of	Messiah,	bringing	the	judgment	both	prophets	
warned	about.	

The	Watchman's	Eternal	Message	
The	watchman	principle	transcends	time	and	culture.	Every	generation	needs	those	who	
will	hear	from	God's	mouth	and	warn	without	compromise.	The	message	remains	
unchanged:	'Thus	saith	YAHWEH	GOD.'	The	choice	remains	with	hearers:	'He	that	hears,	let	
him	hear;	he	that	forbears,	let	him	forbear.'	The	watchman's	responsibility	is	faithful	
delivery;	the	hearer's	responsibility	is	obedient	response.	

"Son	of	man,	I	have	made	thee	a	watchman	unto	the	house	of	Israel:	therefore	
hear	the	word	at	my	mouth,	and	give	them	warning	from	me."	(Ezekiel	3:17)	
	

Appendix:	Key	Scripture	Cross-References	
Eating	God's	Word	

• Jeremiah	15:16	-	'Your	words	were	found,	and	I	ate	them.'	

• Psalm	119:103	-	'How	sweet	are	your	words	to	my	taste'	

• Revelation	10:8-11	-	John	eats	the	little	scroll	

• Deuteronomy	8:3	-	'Man	does	not	live	by	bread	alone.'	

Word	of	Life	and	Spirit	

• John	6:63	-	'My	words	are	spirit	and	life.'	

• James	1:17-18	-	'Of	his	own	will	He	begat	us	forth	by	the	word	of	truth.'	

• 1	Peter	1:23	-	'Born	again	through	the	living	and	abiding	word	of	God.'	

• Hebrews	4:12	-	'The	word	of	God	is	living	and	active.'	
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Harder	Than	Stone	

• Isaiah	50:7	-	'I	have	set	my	face	like	a	flint'	

• Acts	7:51-56	-	Stephen's	bold	witness	unto	death	

• Hebrews	11:32-37	-	Faith	that	conquered	kingdoms	

• Luke	9:51	-	Yahshua’	set	his	face	to	go	to	Jerusalem.'	

Watchman	Ministry	

• Ezekiel	33:1-9	-	Extended	watchman	passage	

• Isaiah	62:6	-	'On	your	walls,	O	Jerusalem,	I	have	set	watchmen.'	

• Amos	3:7	-	'The	Lord	does	nothing	without	revealing	to	prophets'	

• Hebrews	13:17	-	Leaders	watch	over	souls	and	give	an	account	

Messiah's	Binding	and	Silence	

• Matthew	27:1-2	-	Bound	and	led	to	Pilate	

• Matthew	27:12-14	-	Silent	before	accusers	

• Isaiah	53:7	-	'Like	a	lamb	that	is	led	to	the	slaughter'	

• John	19:9-11	-	Speaks	only	when	Father	directs	

The	Glory	of	YAHWEH	

• Ezekiel	1:26-28	-	First	glory	vision	

• Revelation	1:15	-	Voice	like	many	waters	

• John	1:14	-	'We	have	seen	his	glory.'	

• John	5:37	-	'You	have	never	heard	his	voice	or	seen	his	form.'	

Nineveh's	Repentance	

• Jonah	3:5-10	-	Nineveh	repents	at	Jonah's	preaching	

• Luke	11:30-32	-	Men	of	Nineveh	will	rise	in	judgment	

• Matthew	12:41	-	'Something	greater	than	Jonah	is	here.’	
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Ezekiel	Chapter	4	
The	Siege:	A	Sign	to	Israel	

A	Study	Guide	
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Introduction	
Ezekiel,	while	in	Babylonian	captivity,	receives	instructions	to	perform	dramatic	prophetic	
signs	to	be	communicated	to	Jerusalem	and	to	the	people	of	Babylon.	These	signs	illustrate	
the	coming	siege	of	Jerusalem—a	judgment	resulting	from	Israel's	persistent	rebellion	
against	God's	Word.	The	chapter	presents	Ezekiel	as	a	living	illustration	of	Jerusalem's	
suffering	and	a	foreshadowing	of	Messiah	bearing	humanity's	guilt.	

	

The	context	is	crucial:	Israel	has	withstood	Jeremiah	with	stone	foreheads	and	stiff	necks,	
and	now	they	continue	to	resist	Ezekiel—or	more	accurately,	they	resist	the	Word	of	Life	
itself.	The	choice	remains	before	them:	life	or	death	(Deuteronomy	30:15-30).	As	strong	as	
iron	walls	and	battering	rams,	their	hearts	have	become	hardened.	

	

Element	 Significance	

The	Brick	Model	 Jerusalem	engraved	on	brick	with	siege	works—visual	
prophecy	of	coming	judgment	

Iron	Griddle	Wall	 Represents	hardened	hearts—impenetrable	barrier	
between	God	and	His	people	

390	Days	(Left	Side)	 Bearing	Israel's	guilt—390	years	of	sin	from	northern	
kingdom	

40	Days	(Right	Side)	 Bearing	Judah's	guilt—40	years	of	sin	from	southern	
kingdom	

Rationed	Food	 Mixed	grains,	limited	portions—famine	conditions	during	
siege	

Defiled	Bread	 Baked	on	dung—symbolic	of	Israel's	unclean	state	among	
nations	

Quick	Reference	
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Part	I.	The	Siege	Model:	Engraving	Judgment	(Ezekiel	
4:1-3)	
Summary	
God	commands	Ezekiel	to	create	a	detailed	model	of	Jerusalem	under	siege.	He	must	take	a	
brick,	engrave	Jerusalem	on	it,	build	siege	works	around	it,	set	up	camps,	and	place	
battering	rams.	Between	himself	and	the	city,	he	places	an	iron	griddle	as	an	iron	wall,	then	
sets	his	face	toward	it.	This	entire	construction	serves	as	a	sign	to	the	house	of	Israel,	
illustrating	the	judgment	that	disobedience	has	brought	upon	them.	

Key	Verses	
"And	you,	son	of	man,	take	a	brick	and	lay	it	before	you,	and	engrave	on	it	a	
city,	even	Jerusalem.	Then	lay	siege	against	it,	and	build	a	siege	wall	against	it,	
and	throw	up	a	siege	rampart	against	it.	Set	camps	against	it	as	well,	and	plant	
battering	rams	against	it	all	around.	Take	an	iron	griddle	and	place	it	as	an	
iron	wall	between	you	and	the	city.	Then	set	your	face	toward	it,	and	it	will	be	
under	siege;	you	are	to	besiege	it.	This	is	a	sign	to	the	house	of	Israel."	(Ezekiel	
4:1-3)	

	

Component	 Meaning	

Brick	with	Jerusalem	
Engraved	

The	city	marked	for	judgment;	permanent	record	of	prophecy	

Siege	Wall	 Encirclement	cutting	off	escape	and	supply	

Siege	Rampart	 Elevated	platform	for	attacking	the	walls	

Camps	 Enemy	forces	surrounding	on	all	sides	

Battering	Rams	 Instruments	of	destruction	to	breach	the	walls	

Iron	Griddle/Wall	 Impenetrable	barrier	between	God	(Ezekiel)	and	the	city;	
hardened	hearts	

Elements	of	the	Model	
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The	Iron	Wall:	Symbol	of	Hardness	
The	iron	griddle,	installed	as	an	iron	wall,	is	particularly	significant.	It	represents	the	
hardened	hearts	of	Israel—as	strong	as	iron,	impenetrable	to	God's	word.	The	commentary	
states:	'As	strong	as	the	iron	wall	and	the	battering	rams,	so	has	your	heart	been.'	

• Iron	=	unyielding	hardness	of	heart	

• Wall	=	barrier	preventing	relationship	with	God	

• Between	Ezekiel	and	city	=	separation	between	God	and	His	people	

• Set	face	toward	it	=	determined	judgment	that	must	come	

	

Guided	by	the	Word	
Ezekiel	is	required	to	construct	this	detailed	model	guided	by	the	Word	of	YAHWEH.	This	
symbolizes	how	Israel	and	Judah's	disobedience	led	to	the	prophesied	siege.	The	model	is	
not	Ezekiel's	imagination—it's	a	divine	revelation	of	what	must	come	to	pass	because	of	
persistent	rebellion.	

Jeremiah's	Parallel	Prophecy	
In	addition	to	Ezekiel's	prophecy	and	illustration,	Jeremiah	had	previously	predicted	the	
same	judgment	for	those	who	were	stubborn	and	unrepentant.	Two	prophets,	two	
witnesses,	one	message:	Jerusalem	will	fall	because	of	hardened	hearts.	

Discussion	Questions	
1. Why	does	God	command	such	an	elaborate	visual	prophecy?	

2. What	does	the	iron	wall	teach	us	about	the	consequences	of	a	hardened	heart?	
3. How	do	visual	illustrations	help	communicate	spiritual	truths?	
4. Why	does	God	provide	multiple	witnesses	(Ezekiel	and	Jeremiah)	for	the	same	

message?	
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Part	II.	Bearing	the	Guilt:	430	Days	of	Suffering	(Ezekiel	
4:4-8)	
Summary	
Ezekiel	must	lie	on	his	left	side	for	390	days,	bearing	the	guilt	of	the	house	of	Israel	
(northern	kingdom),	and	then	on	his	right	side	for	40	days,	bearing	the	guilt	of	Judah	
(southern	kingdom)—a	total	of	430	days.	Each	day	represents	one	year	of	their	sin.	God	
will	bind	him	with	ropes	so	he	cannot	turn	from	side	to	side.	This	prophetic	action	
foreshadows	Yahshua	Messiah	bearing	humanity's	guilt,	willingly	bound	and	suffering	
though	innocent.	

The	Historical	Anchors:	976	BC	and	626	BC	
The	390	days	and	40	days	in	Ezekiel	4	are	not	arbitrary	symbolic	numbers—they	are	
precise	historical	markers	pointing	backward	from	the	fall	of	Jerusalem	in	586	BC.	God	sets	
a	date	in	Ezekiel	24:1-2,	beginning	a	prophetic	count	and	a	430-day	rebuke	that	occurs	
during	the	30-month	siege.	In	Ezekiel	4,	there	is	a	reference	to	430	days	of	iniquity,	
encompassing	not	only	sabbatical	unfaithfulness	and	ingratitude	but	the	entire	span	of	
Israel	and	Judah's	covenant	rebellion.	

Here	is	a	possible	connection	to	Ezekiel's	390	days.	Adding	586	BC	+	390	yields	976	BC.	
What	is	significant	for	this	year?	It	marks	the	beginning	of	King	Solomon's	reign.	Solomon,	
also	called	Jedidiah,	was	a	king	of	the	Kingdom	of	Israel	and	Judah,	according	to	the	Hebrew	
Bible.	The	successor	of	his	father,	David,	he	is	described	as	the	penultimate	ruler	of	all	
Twelve	Tribes	of	Israel	under	a	united	Israel	and	Judah.	His	reign	is	hypothesized	to	have	
lasted	from	c.	970–931	BC.	According	to	the	biblical	narrative,	his	reign	brought	
commercial	prosperity	through	alliances	and	trade,	but	his	accumulation	of	wealth,	horses,	
and	foreign	wives,	many	of	whom	introduced	idolatry,	led	to	divine	punishment.	

The	390	years,	therefore,	span	from	Solomon's	reign—when	the	seeds	of	apostasy	were	
first	planted	through	foreign	marriages	and	idolatry—to	the	final	destruction	of	Jerusalem	
in	586	BC.	This	represents	the	entire	period	of	Israel's	decline,	from	the	corruption	of	the	
United	Kingdom	to	the	ultimate	judgment	of	exile.	First	Kings	11:1-4	records:	"But	King	
Solomon	loved	many	foreign	women...	And	his	wives	turned	his	heart	after	other	gods;	and	
his	heart	was	not	loyal	to	YAHWEH	his	God,	as	was	the	heart	of	his	father	David."	What	
began	with	Solomon's	compromise	culminated	390	years	later	in	the	nation's	total	collapse.	
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Now,	for	the	40	days	that	represent	Judah's	sins,	586	+	40	yields	626	BC.	Jeremiah	was	
called	to	prophecy	c.	626	BC	by	God	to	proclaim	Jerusalem's	coming	destruction	by	
invaders	from	the	north.	This	was	because	Israel	had	forsaken	God	by	worshiping	the	idols	
of	Baal	and	burning	their	children	as	offerings	to	Baal.	The	nation	had	deviated	so	far	from	
God's	laws	that	it	had	broken	the	covenant,	causing	God	to	withdraw	His	blessings.	
Jeremiah	was	guided	by	God	to	proclaim	that	the	nation	of	Judah	would	suffer	famine,	
foreign	conquest,	plunder,	and	captivity	in	a	land	of	strangers.	

705	Israel	fell	to	Assyria;	605	marked	the	beginning	of	Judah’s	fall,	and	Judah	was	judged	
for	40	years	of	idolatry.	

100	years	is	the	numerology	for	accountability.	For	40	years,	Judah	has	wandered.	

The	40	years,	therefore,	represent	Judah's	final	warning	period—from	Jeremiah's	
prophetic	call	in	626	BC	to	the	destruction	in	586	BC.	Jeremiah	1:2-3	confirms	the	timeline:	
"To	whom	the	word	of	the	LORD	came	in	the	days	of	Josiah	the	son	of	Amon,	king	of	Judah,	
in	the	thirteenth	year	of	his	reign.	It	also	came	in	the	days	of	Jehoiakim...	until	the	carrying	
away	of	Jerusalem	captive	in	the	fifth	month."	For	forty	years,	Jeremiah	proclaimed	the	
coming	judgment.	For	forty	years,	Judah	refused	to	repent.	The	40	days	Ezekiel	lies	on	his	
right	side	symbolize	those	forty	years	of	stubborn	rebellion	in	the	face	of	clear	prophetic	
warning.	

Thus,	the	430	days	total	(390	+	40)	represent	the	complete	accounting	of	iniquity:	390	
years	from	Solomon's	apostasy	to	the	fall,	plus	40	years	of	Jeremiah's	final	warnings.	This	
also	connects	to	the	430	years	Israel	spent	in	Egypt	(Exodus	12:40-41)—a	full	cycle	from	
bondage	to	freedom	and	back	to	bondage	again.	YAHWEH's	prophetic	arithmetic	is	precise.	
The	days	Ezekiel	lies	on	his	side	are	not	symbolic	gestures	divorced	from	history—they	are	
YAHWEH's	exact	measurement	of	Israel	and	Judah's	accumulated	sin,	counted	to	the	year.	

Key	Verses	
"Then	lie	on	your	left	side	and	place	the	guilt	of	the	house	of	Israel	upon	it.	For	
the	number	of	the	days	that	you	lie	on	it,	you	shall	bear	their	guilt.	For	I	have	
assigned	you	a	number	of	days	corresponding	to	the	years	of	their	guilt,	three	
hundred	and	ninety	days;	thus,	you	shall	bear	the	guilt	of	the	house	of	Israel.	
And	when	you	have	completed	these,	you	shall	lie	down	a	second	time,	but	on	
your	right	side,	and	bear	the	guilt	of	the	house	of	Judah.	Forty	days	I	assign	you,	
a	day	for	a	year,	a	day	for	a	year."	(Ezekiel	4:4-6)	
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The	Mathematics	of	Judgment	

Kingdom	 Side	 Days	 Years	of	Sin	

Israel	(North)	 Left	 390	 390	years	

Judah	(South)	 Right	 40	 40	years	

Total	 Both	 430	 430	years	

	

	

The	Timeline	Clarification	
The	430	days	represent	the	years	of	sin,	not	the	length	of	the	siege	itself.	The	commentary	
clarifies:	

• Historical	sources	report	a	siege	lasting	approximately	30	months	

• Jeremiah	39:1-2	states	that	it	lasted	18	months	

• Ezekiel's	account	specifies	14	months	and	10	days	

• The	focus	is	not	on	the	siege	duration	but	on	the	onset	of	Israel	and	Judah's	sins	

• 390	years	of	Israel's	sin	+	40	years	of	Judah's	sin	=	430	total	years	

	

Bound	with	Ropes:	Voluntary	Suffering	
Verse	4:8	states	that	God	will	place	ropes	on	Ezekiel	so	that	he	cannot	turn	from	side	to	
side.	The	commentary	emphasizes	the	profundity:	'Elohim	tied	Ezekiel	with	ropes.	That's	
profound;	Ezekiel	willingly	obeyed	the	Word	given	him,	was	bound	and	suffered,	though	he	
himself	was	innocent,	that	a	few	might	be	saved	and	the	rest	judged.'	

• Willingly	obeyed	despite	the	cost	

• Bound	and	suffered	though	innocent	

• Purpose:	that	a	few	might	be	saved,	the	rest	judged	

• Foreshadows	the	Messiah's	voluntary	suffering	
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Foreshadowing	Messiah	
'Ezekiel	shall	bear	their	guilt,	foreshadowing	Yahshua	Messiah	bearing	humanity's	guilt.'	
This	prophetic	action	points	directly	to	the	cross:	

• Bearing	guilt	that	wasn't	his	own	

• Bound	and	unable	to	move	freely	

• Suffering	in	place	of	the	guilty	

• Innocent	yet	punished	

• Isaiah	53:4-6	-	'He	bore	our	griefs	and	carried	our	sorrows.’	

	

The	Unwavering	Determination	
The	commentary	notes:	'Ezekiel's	unwavering	determination,	as	described	in	the	second	
and	third	chapters,	enables	him	to	lie	on	his	side	for	390	days	and	later	for	40	days.	During	
this	time,	he	is	helpless	and	must	remain	in	a	submissive	position,	continually	observing	
the	construction	of	the	siege.'	

This	determination	derives	from	having	eaten	the	scroll	(Chapter	3),	from	being	made	
harder	than	flint,	and	from	receiving	God's	empowerment.	Humans	alone	could	not	sustain	
such	obedience.	

	

Discussion	Questions	
5. How	does	bearing	someone	else's	guilt	for	430	days	demonstrate	love	and	

obedience?	

6. Why	must	Ezekiel	be	bound	to	fulfill	this	prophecy?	What	does	the	binding	
symbolize?	

7. How	does	this	prophetic	act	deepen	our	understanding	of	Christ's	sacrifice?	
8. What	does	it	mean	that	someone	innocent	suffers	so	'a	few	might	be	saved’?	
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Part	III.	The	Arm	Bared:	Prophecy	Against	Jerusalem	
(Ezekiel	4:7)	
Summary	
While	lying	bound	on	his	side,	Ezekiel	must	set	his	face	toward	the	siege	of	Jerusalem	with	
his	arm	bared	and	prophesy	against	it.	The	bared	arm	represents	strength,	power,	and	
action.	This	verse	connects	to	Matthew	23:37,	revealing	God's	heartbreak	over	Jerusalem's	
rejection	despite	repeated	attempts	to	gather	them	like	a	hen	gathers	her	chicks.	The	
pattern	repeats:	in	66-70	AD,	the	siege	returned	because	of	hardened	hearts.	

	

Key	Verse	
"And	you	shall	set	your	face	toward	the	siege	of	Jerusalem	with	your	arm	bared	
and	prophesy	against	it."	(Ezekiel	4:7)	

	

The	Symbolism	of	the	Bare	Arm:	statue	of	liberty	

• Strength:	Displaying	power	and	authority	

• Action:	Prepared	to	execute	judgment	

• Warfare:	Readiness	for	battle	

• Determination:	Unhindered,	focused	purpose	

Connection	to	Matthew	23:37	

4:7	is	amazing,	Ezekiel	echoes	Mat	23:37.'	Let's	examine	this	connection:	
"O	Jerusalem,	Jerusalem,	the	city	that	kills	the	prophets	and	stones	those	who	
are	sent	to	it!	How	often	would	I	have	gathered	your	children	together	as	a	hen	
gathers	her	brood	under	her	wings,	and	you	were	not	willing!"	(Matthew	
23:37)	
	

Both	Ezekiel	and	Yahshua:	

• Set	their	faces	toward	Jerusalem	

• Witnessed	what	was	said/prophesied	

• Were	bound	(Ezekiel	literally,	Yahshua	at	crucifixion)	

• Longed	to	gather/save	Jerusalem	



 66 of 116 

 

• Faced	rejection:	'You	were	not	willing'	

	

The	Pattern	Repeats:	66-70	AD	
The	commentary	notes:	'We	see	that	Ezekiel	and	Yahshua	were	bound	to	be	witnesses	to	all	
that	was	said.	In	66-70	AD,	the	siege	returned	for	the	hardness	of	their	hearts.'	

• 586	BC	-	Nebuchadnezzar's	siege	(Ezekiel's	prophecy)	

• 66-70	AD	-	Roman	siege	(fulfilling	Jesus'	prophecy)	

• Same	cause:	hardness	of	heart,	rejection	of	God's	word	

• Same	result:	destruction	and	exile	

Discussion	Questions	
9. What	does	a	'bared	arm'	communicate	about	God's	readiness	to	act?	

10. How	does	God's	desire	to	gather	(like	a	hen	with	chicks)	contrast	with	the	necessity	
of	judgment?	

11. Why	did	the	pattern	repeat	in	70	AD?	What	hadn't	changed	about	Israel's	heart?	

12. How	should	we	respond	when	we	see	God's	warnings	being	ignored	today?	
	

	

	

Part	IV.	Famine	Rations:	The	Bread	of	Affliction	(Ezekiel	
4:9-17)	
Summary	
Ezekiel	must	eat	bread	made	from	mixed	grains	(wheat,	barley,	beans,	lentils,	millet,	
emmer)	in	carefully	measured	portions—20	shekels	per	day	with	limited	water.	The	bread	
must	be	baked	on	human	dung,	symbolizing	defilement.	When	Ezekiel	protests	his	lifelong	
observance	of	dietary	laws,	God	mercifully	allows	him	to	use	cow	dung	instead.	This	
represents	the	famine	conditions	Jerusalem	will	face	and	Israel's	unclean	state	among	the	
nations.	According	to	verse	13,	Israel	loses	the	ability	to	keep	the	commandments	until	its	
return	to	Jerusalem	in	535	BC—a	pattern	repeated	from	66-70	AD	until	1948	AD.	
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Key	Verses	
"And	you,	take	wheat	and	barley,	beans	and	lentils,	millet	and	emmer,	and	put	
them	into	a	single	vessel	and	make	your	bread	from	them.	During	the	390	days	
you	lie	on	your	side,	you	shall	eat	it.	And	the	food	that	you	eat	shall	be	by	
weight,	twenty	shekels	a	day;	from	day	to	day	you	shall	eat	it.	And	water	you	
shall	drink	by	measure,	the	sixth	part	of	a	hin;	from	day	to	day	you	shall	drink."	
(Ezekiel	4:9-11)	

	

The	Mixed	Grain	Bread	

Ingredient	 Normal	Use	 Siege	Significance	

Wheat	 Primary	grain	for	bread	 Mixed	with	inferior	grains	

Barley	 Animal	feed,	poor	man's	
grain	

Desperation—eating	animal	
food	

Beans	&	Lentils	 Vegetables,	not	grains	 Mixing	categories—
unnatural	

Millet	&	Emmer	 Coarse,	inferior	grains	 Using	everything	available	

	

	

The	mixing	of	all	these	ingredients	represents	desperation—combining	everything	edible	
when	normal	food	supplies	are	exhausted.	

Measured	Portions:	Starvation	Diet	

• Food:	20	shekels	per	day	(about	8	ounces/230	grams)	

• Water:	Sixth	part	of	a	hin	(about	2/3	quart/0.6	liters)	

• Barely	enough	to	survive—slow	starvation	

• Eaten	with	anxiety	and	dismay	(v.	16)	

The	Defiled	Bread	Controversy	
Verses	12-15	present	a	significant	exchange:	
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"And	you	shall	eat	it	as	a	barley	cake,	baking	it	in	their	sight	on	human	dung."	
And	the	LORD	said,	"Thus	shall	the	people	of	Israel	eat	their	bread	unclean,	
among	the	nations	where	I	will	drive	them."	Then	I	said,	"Ah,	Lord	GOD!	Behold,	
I	have	never	defiled	myself.	From	my	youth	up	till	now	I	have	never	eaten	what	
died	of	itself	or	was	torn	by	beasts,	nor	has	tainted	meat	come	into	my	mouth."	
Then	he	said	to	me,	"See,	I	assign	to	you	cow's	dung	instead	of	human	dung,	on	
which	you	may	prepare	your	bread."	(Ezekiel	4:12-15)	

	

Key	points:	

• Human	dung	=	extreme	defilement	

• Ezekiel's	protest	shows	his	lifelong	faithfulness	to	dietary	laws	

• God's	mercy	allows	cow	dung	instead	

• Symbolizes	Israel	eating	unclean	bread	among	the	nations	

	

Loss	of	Commandment-Keeping	(v.	13)	
The	commentary	provides	crucial	historical	insight:	'In	verse	13,	Israel	will	lose	the	chance	
to	keep	the	commandments	until	they	return	to	Jerusalem	and	build	an	altar	in	535	BC.	
This	pattern	repeats	from	66-70	AD	and	continues	until	1948	AD.'	

• 586	BC	-	Exile	begins,	temple	destroyed	

• 535	BC	-	Return,	altar	rebuilt	

• 66-70	AD	-	Second	Temple	destroyed	

• 1948	AD	-	Israel	returns	as	a	nation	

• Without	a	temple/altar,	full	commandment-keeping	is	impossible	

• Sadly,	another	siege	and	desolation	of	Jerusalem	will	occur,	as	said	in	Daniel	9:27	
and	Revelation	14:19-20.	

The	Final	Warning	(vv.	16-17)	
"Son	of	man,	behold,	I	will	break	the	supply	of	bread	in	Jerusalem.	They	shall	eat	bread	by	
weight	and	with	anxiety,	and	they	shall	drink	water	by	measure	and	in	dismay.	I	will	do	this	
that	they	may	lack	bread	and	water,	and	look	at	one	another	in	dismay,	and	rot	away	
because	of	their	punishment."	(Ezekiel	4:16-17)	

• Bread	supply	broken—famine	is	certain	
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• Eating/drinking	with	anxiety	and	dismay—no	peace	

• Looking	at	one	another	in	dismay—shared	horror	

• Rot	away	because	of	punishment—slow	death	

	

Discussion	Questions	
13. Why	does	God	require	such	graphic,	detailed	prophecy	about	famine?	

14. What	does	Ezekiel's	protest	reveal	about	his	character	and	God's	willingness	to	
show	mercy?	

15. How	does	being	unable	to	keep	commandments	in	exile	relate	to	Israel's	identity	
and	purpose?	

16. What	spiritual	famines	do	people	experience	today	when	separated	from	God?	

	

	

Part	V.	Historical	Witness:	Josephus	and	the	Roman	
Siege	
Summary	
The	commentary	includes	an	excerpt	from	Josephus'	account	of	the	Roman	siege	of	
Jerusalem	(66-70	AD),	which	provides	historical	validation	of	the	conditions	Ezekiel	
prophesied	for	the	586	BC	siege.	Josephus	describes	heaps	of	corpses,	pestilential	stench,	
desperate	conditions,	and	the	complete	cutting	down	of	trees	for	90	furlongs	around	the	
city.	This	demonstrates	the	recurring	pattern:	hardened	hearts	lead	to	siege,	famine,	and	
destruction.	

	

Element	 586	BC	(Ezekiel)	 70	AD	(Josephus)	

Cause	 Hardness	of	heart	 Hardness	of	heart	

Method	 Babylonian	siege	 Roman	siege	

Conditions	 Famine,	defilement,	death	 Heaps	of	corpses,	pestilence	

Duration	 14	months,	10	days	 Multiple	months	
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Element	 586	BC	(Ezekiel)	 70	AD	(Josephus)	

Result	 Temple	destroyed,	exile	 Temple	destroyed,	diaspora	

The	Pattern	Across	History	

	

From	Josephus:	The	Wars	of	the	Jews	
The	commentary	quotes	Josephus	(Book	VI,	Chapter	I)	describing	conditions	during	the	
Roman	siege:	

"Thus	did	the	miseries	of	Jerusalem	grow	worse	and	worse	every	day...And	
indeed	the	multitude	of	carcasses	that	lay	in	heaps	one	upon	another	was	a	
horrible	sight,	and	produced	a	pestilential	stench,	which	was	a	hindrance	to	
those	that	would	make	sallies	out	of	the	city...And	now	the	Romans,	although	
they	were	greatly	distressed	in	getting	together	their	materials,	raised	their	
banks	in	one	and	twenty	days,	after	they	had	cut	down	all	the	trees	that	were	in	
the	country	that	adjoined	to	the	city,	and	that	for	ninety	furlongs	round	about.”	

	

Why	Include	This	Historical	Account?	

• Validates	prophetic	accuracy—what	Ezekiel	described	came	true	

• Shows	the	pattern	repeats—same	sin,	same	judgment	

• Demonstrates	God's	patience	and	Israel's	persistence	in	rebellion	

• Provides	eyewitness	historical	corroboration	

• Warns	future	generations	of	consequences	

Discussion	Questions	
17. Why	does	the	same	judgment	pattern	repeat	in	70	AD,	nearly	600	years	later?	

18. What	does	historical	validation	of	prophecy	teach	us	about	Scripture's	reliability?	
19. How	should	we	respond	when	we	see	recurring	patterns	of	sin	and	judgment	in	

history?	
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Part	VI.	Practical	Application	

Living	the	Warning	

For	Personal	Study	
20. Examine	your	heart	for	hardness—is	there	an	'iron	wall'	between	you	and	God?	

21. Consider	Deuteronomy	30:15-30—are	you	choosing	life	or	death?	

22. Remember	that	God	desires	to	gather	you	like	a	hen	gathers	her	chicks	

23. Recognize	that	ignoring	warnings	leads	to	spiritual	famine	

For	Ministry	
24. Be	willing	to	become	a	'sign'	through	obedience,	even	when	costly	

25. Bear	others'	burdens	as	Ezekiel	bore	Israel's	guilt	
26. Set	your	face	toward	difficult	ministry	with	arm	bared—ready	for	action	

27. Understand	that	prophetic	ministry	requires	sacrifice	and	suffering	

Reflection	Questions	
28. What	'siege	works'	has	sin	built	around	areas	of	your	life?	
29. Are	you	willing	to	be	'bound'	for	the	sake	of	others'	salvation?	

30. How	does	understanding	Christ	bearing	our	guilt	change	how	you	respond	to	your	
own	sin?	

31. What	warnings	is	God	giving	your	generation	that	are	being	ignored?	

	

	

Part	VII.	Conclusion	
The	Prophet	as	Living	Illustration	
Chapter	4	transforms	Ezekiel	into	a	living	prophecy.	He	is	no	longer	just	speaking	God's	
word—he	is	embodying	it.	Through	the	brick	model,	the	430	days	of	bearing	guilt,	the	
rationed	food,	and	the	defiled	bread,	Ezekiel	becomes	a	walking	sermon	that	the	exiles	
cannot	ignore.	His	very	life	illustrates	Jerusalem's	coming	judgment	and	Israel's	unclean	
state	among	the	nations.	
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The	Heart	of	Iron	
The	iron	wall	between	Ezekiel	and	the	city	represents	the	tragic	reality	of	hardened	hearts.	
As	strong	as	battering	rams,	Israel's	heart	has	become	impenetrable	to	God's	word.	They	
withstood	Jeremiah,	they	resist	Ezekiel,	and	ultimately	they	will	reject	Yahshua	Himself.	
The	pattern	is	clear:	persistent	hardness	leads	to	certain	judgment.	

Voluntary	Suffering	for	Others	
Perhaps	the	most	profound	element	of	this	chapter	is	Ezekiel's	willingness	to	obey	despite	
the	cost.	Bound	with	ropes,	lying	on	his	side	for	over	a	year,	eating	rationed	food—yet	he	
obeys.	He	is	innocent	but	suffers	for	the	guilty.	He	cannot	save	all,	but	perhaps	a	few.	This	
willingness	to	bear	guilt	that	isn't	his	own	points	directly	to	the	cross	where	Messiah	would	
do	the	same	on	an	infinitely	greater	scale.	

The	Pattern	That	Repeats	
History	validates	prophecy.	What	Ezekiel	illustrated	in	592	BC	came	to	pass	in	586	BC.	But	
the	story	doesn't	end	there.	The	same	hardness	that	brought	Nebuchadnezzar's	siege	
would	bring	Rome's	legions	six	centuries	later.	From	66-70	AD,	Jerusalem	suffered	again—
heaps	of	corpses,	pestilential	stench,	famine,	and	destruction.	The	warnings	were	clear,	but	
hearts	remained	hard.	

Choose	Life	
The	message	remains	urgent:	'Choose	life	or	choose	death,	I	would	that	you	choose	life'	
(Deuteronomy	30:15-30).	God	doesn't	delight	in	judgment.	Like	a	hen	gathering	her	chicks,	
He	longs	to	protect	and	save.	But	the	choice	is	ours.	Will	we	respond	to	the	warnings,	or	
will	our	hearts	become	as	iron?	

"This	is	a	sign	to	the	house	of	Israel."	(Ezekiel	4:3b)	

	

	

Appendix:	Key	Scripture	Cross-References	
Hardness	of	Heart	

• Exodus	7:13	-	Pharaoh's	heart	hardened	

• Hebrews	3:7-8	-	'Today,	if	you	hear	his	voice,	do	not	harden	your	hearts.’	

• Mark	3:5	-	Jesus	grieved	at	the	hardness	of	heart	

• Romans	2:5	-	Storing	up	wrath	through	a	hard	and	impenitent	heart	
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Bearing	Guilt	for	Others	

• Isaiah	53:4-6	-	'He	bore	our	griefs	and	carried	our	sorrows.’	

• 2	Corinthians	5:21	-	'He	made	him	to	be	sin	who	knew	no	sin.’	

• 1	Peter	2:24	-	'He	bore	our	sins	in	his	body	on	the	tree.’	

• Galatians	6:2	-	'Bear	one	another's	burdens'	

Siege	and	Judgment	

• Jeremiah	39:1-2	-	Historical	account	of	Jerusalem's	siege	

• 2	Kings	25:1-7	-	Nebuchadnezzar's	siege	of	Jerusalem	

• Luke	19:41-44	-	Jesus	weeps	over	Jerusalem,	prophesies	70	AD	destruction	

• Luke	21:20-24	-	Prophecy	of	Jerusalem	surrounded	by	armies	

God's	Desire	to	Gather	

• Matthew	23:37	-	'How	often	would	I	have	gathered	your	children?’	

• Psalm	91:4	-	'He	will	cover	you	with	his	pinions'	

• Ruth	2:12	-	'Under	whose	wings	you	have	come	to	take	refuge'	

• 2	Peter	3:9	-	'Not	wishing	that	any	should	perish'	

Choice	Between	Life	and	Death	

• Deuteronomy	30:15-20	-	'I	have	set	before	you	life	and	death'	

• Joshua	24:15	-	'Choose	this	day	whom	you	will	serve.'	

• John	5:40	-	'You	refuse	to	come	to	me	that	you	may	have	life.'	

• Revelation	3:20	-	'Behold,	I	stand	at	the	door	and	knock.'	

Famine	and	Judgment	

• Leviticus	26:26	-	'I	will	break	the	supply	of	bread.'	

• Amos	8:11	-	'Not	a	famine	of	bread...but	of	hearing	the	words	of	YAHWEH'	

• Lamentations	4:4-10	-	Description	of	famine	during	siege	

• Revelation	6:5-6	-	Black	horse	bringing	famine	
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Ezekiel	Chapter	5	
The	Razor	of	Judgment:	Weighing	the	Hair	

A	Study	Guide	
	

Table	of	Contents		

Introduction	 					75		

Part	I.	Historical	Connection:	The	Razor	of	Isaiah						76	

Part	II.	The	Sword	as	Razor:	Sharp	and	Irresistible						77	

Part	III.	Shaving	Head	and	Beard:	Humiliation	and	Loss						80	

Part	IV.	The	Balances:	Divine	Justice	Weighing	Each	Soul					82	

Part	VI.	Practical	Application						80	

Part	V.	Three	Portions:	Three	Fates	(Ezekiel	5:2-4,	12)		 83	

Conclusion						87	

Appendix:	Key	Scripture	Cross-References	 						88	

	

	

	

	



 75 of 116 

 

Introduction	
Chapter	5	presents	one	of	Scripture's	most	vivid	prophetic	symbols:	Ezekiel	must	take	a	
sharp	sword,	use	it	as	a	barber's	razor	to	shave	his	head	and	beard,	then	carefully	weigh	
the	hair	on	balances	and	divide	it	into	thirds.	Each	portion	represents	a	different	fate	for	
Jerusalem's	population—death	by	pestilence	and	famine,	death	by	sword,	and	scattering	
among	nations.	This	dramatic	act	directly	parallels	Isaiah	7:20,	in	which	the	Assyrian	king	
is	described	as	God's	razor	shaving	Israel.	

The	historical	context	is	striking:	In	705	BC,	the	Assyrian	king	shaved	the	ten	northern	
tribes	bald,	exiled	them,	and	erased	their	national	identity,	while	Jerusalem	was	spared.	
Now,	during	Ezekiel's	time,	the	same	divine	razor—wielded	by	Nebuchadnezzar	of	
Babylon—falls	on	all	of	Israel	and	Jerusalem	because	of	persistent	idolatry	and	a	refusal	to	
repent	despite	the	prophets'	warnings.	This	sequence	reflects	the	prophetic	legacy	of	
Isaiah,	Jeremiah,	and	now	Ezekiel.	

	

Element	 Significance	

Sharp	Sword/Razor	 The	devouring	sword	of	divine	judgment;	speedy,	irresistible,	
sweeping	

Shaved	Head	 The	chief—king,	rulers,	the	city;	severe	and	humiliating	
treatment	

Shaved	Beard	 Common	citizens,	towns	around	Jerusalem;	reproach	and	
deformity	

Balances	 Divine	justice	weighing	each	person's	destiny	with	exact	
accuracy	

First	Third	(Burned)	 Death	by	pestilence	and	famine	within	the	city	during	siege	

Second	Third	(Sword)	 Death	by	sword	around	the	city	when	it	falls	

Third	Third	(Scattered)	 Scattered	to	all	nations,	pursued	by	the	sword	

Few	in	Garment	Hem	 Remnant	preserved,	though	some	will	face	further	judgment	
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Part	I.	Historical	Connection:	The	Razor	of	Isaiah	7	
Summary	
Chapter	5	directly	relates	to	Isaiah	7:20,	where	God	describes	using	the	Assyrian	king	as	a	
hired	razor	to	shave	Israel.	In	705	BC,	Assyria	removed	the	ten	northern	tribes,	displacing	
and	exiling	them	so	thoroughly	they	ceased	to	exist	as	a	nation—completely	shaved	away.	
Jerusalem	was	spared	at	that	time	by	God's	intervention.	Now,	during	Ezekiel's	ministry,	
the	divine	razor	returns—this	time	wielded	by	Nebuchadnezzar	of	Babylon—to	shave	all	of	
Israel	and	Jerusalem	because	of	ongoing	idolatry	and	stubborn	refusal	to	repent	despite	
prophetic	warnings.	

	

Isaiah	7:20	-	The	Hired	Razor	
"In	that	day	shall	the	Lord	shave	with	the	razor	that	is	hired,	even	with	the	king	of	Assyria,	
the	head,	and	the	hair	of	the	feet;	and	it	shall	also	consume	the	beard."	(Isaiah	7:20)	

The	land	is	likened	to	a	man;	the	enemy	sweeps	off	the	population	as	cleanly	as	
a	razor	removes	hair	from	the	body.	This	image	conveys:	
	

• Complete	removal—nothing	left	behind	

• Divine	instrumentality—God	using	foreign	kings	

• Humiliation	and	shame—shaving	as	disgrace	

• Loss	of	identity—Israel	ceases	to	be	recognizable	

	

Prophet	 Time	 Razor	 Target	

Isaiah	 705	BC	 Assyria	 10	Northern	Tribes	

Jeremiah	 627-586	BC	 Babylon	(coming)	 Jerusalem	warned	

Ezekiel	 593-586	BC	 Babylon	(active)	 All	Israel	&	Jerusalem	

The	Prophetic	Sequence:	Isaiah,	Jeremiah,	Ezekiel	
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The	Escalation	of	Judgment	
The	commentary	notes:	'This	sequence	reflects	the	legacy	of	Isaiah's	chapter	seven,	
followed	by	Jeremiah,	and	then	Ezekiel.'	The	progression	shows:	

• First	warning:	Northern	kingdom	removed	(Isaiah)	

• Second	warning:	Jerusalem's	turn	is	coming	(Jeremiah)	

• Final	execution:	Complete	shaving	of	all	Israel	(Ezekiel)	

• Cause:	Persistent	idolatry	and	stubborn	refusal	to	repent	

Discussion	Questions	
1. Why	does	God	use	the	imagery	of	shaving	to	describe	judgment?	

2. How	does	the	removal	of	the	northern	tribes	serve	as	a	warning	to	Judah	and	
Jerusalem?	

3. What	does	it	mean	that	foreign	kings	are	God's	'hired	razors'?	
4. How	does	the	prophetic	legacy	of	Isaiah	→	Jeremiah	→	Ezekiel	demonstrate	God's	

patience?	

	

	

	

Part	II.	The	Sword	as	Razor:	Sharp	and	Irresistible	
(Ezekiel	5:1)	
Summary	

God	commands	Ezekiel	to	take	a	sharp	sword	and	use	it	as	a	barber's	razor	to	shave	his	
head	and	beard.	The	dual	imagery—sword	and	razor—emphasizes	both	the	judgment's	
severity	and	its	thoroughness.	A	sword	suggests	the	devouring	divine	weapon	of	war	
(Ezekiel	21:8),	while	a	razor	indicates	complete,	clean	removal.	The	combination	portrays	
speedy,	irresistible,	sweeping	judgment	that	leaves	nothing	behind.	

Key	Verse	
"And	you,	son	of	man,	take	a	sharp	knife,	take	a	barber's	razor	and	pass	it	over	
your	head	and	your	beard.	Then	take	balances	to	weigh	and	divide	the	hair."	
(Ezekiel	5:1)	
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Dual	Symbolism:	Sword	and	Razor	

Image	 Meaning	 Application	

Sword	 Devouring	weapon	of	war	 Strength,	violence,	military	
conquest	

Sharp	 Cuts	through	everything	 No	defense	can	withstand	it	

Razor	 Removes	completely,	cleanly	 Nothing	left	behind,	total	
removal	

Cannot	Be	Resisted	 Hair	cannot	resist	razor	 People	powerless	before	
judgment	

	

	

Why	Both	Sword	and	Razor?	
The	commentary	explains:	'A	sword	for	strength,	and	sharp	for	cutting,	nay,	a	razor	much	
sharper,	that	shaves	close,	leaves	nothing	behind	it,	and	cannot	be	resisted	by	the	weak	
hair,	so	shall	it	be	here	with	this	people.'	

• Two	weapons	are	described	but	only	one	is	used—the	sword	functions	as	a	razor	

• Emphasizes	both	severity	(sword)	and	completeness	(razor)	

• The	emblem	becomes	more	exact	and	precise	in	its	symbolism	

• Represents	certainty—both	powerful	and	thorough	
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More	Severe	Than	Egypt	
The	Jamieson-Fausset-Brown	commentary	notes:	'This	vision	implies	even	severer	
judgments	than	the	Egyptian	afflictions	foreshadowed	in	the	former,	for	their	guilt	was	
greater	than	that	of	their	forefathers.'	

• Previous	generations	suffered	Egyptian	bondage	

• This	generation's	guilt	exceeds	their	ancestors'	

• Therefore,	judgment	must	be	more	severe	

• Greater	light	brings	greater	accountability	

Discussion	Questions	
5. What	does	the	sharpness	of	the	sword/razor	reveal	about	God's	judgment?	
6. Why	is	complete	removal	(razor)	sometimes	necessary	in	judgment?	

7. How	does	greater	privilege	lead	to	greater	accountability?	

Part	III.	Shaving	Head	and	Beard:	Humiliation	and	Loss	
(Ezekiel	5:1)	
Summary	

The	act	of	shaving	Ezekiel's	head	and	beard	carries	profound	symbolic	meaning.	The	head	
represents	the	chief,	king,	rulers,	and	the	city	itself.	The	beard	represents	common	citizens	
and	the	surrounding	towns.	For	a	priest	to	be	shaved	was	especially	significant,	as	priests	
were	forbidden	to	make	baldness	on	their	heads	(Leviticus	21:5),	their	hair	being	a	token	of	
consecration.	This	indicates	that	ceremonial	law	must	yield	to	moral	truth.	The	shaving	
represents	severe,	humiliating	treatment,	mourning,	reproach,	and	deformity.	

Symbolic	Meaning	of	Hair	

Body	Part	 Represents	 Shaving	Means	

Head	 The	chief:	king,	rulers,	the	city	 Leadership	removed,	city	
humiliated	

Beard	 Common	citizens,	surrounding	
towns	

People	scattered,	dignity	lost	

Hair	(general)	 Light,	vain,	worthless	ones;	
inhabitants	

Population	removed,	destroyed	
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The	Priestly	Significance	
The	Jamieson-Fausset-Brown	commentary	highlights	a	crucial	point:	'Especially	in	the	case	
of	a	priest,	for	priests	(Leviticus	21:5)	were	forbidden	to	make	baldness	on	their	head,	their	
hair	being	the	token	of	consecration;	hereby	it	was	intimated	that	the	ceremonial	must	give	
place	to	the	moral.'	

• Ezekiel	was	a	priest—hair	represented	his	consecration	

• Shaving	violated	ceremonial	law	(Leviticus	21:5)	

• God	commands	it	anyway—moral	truth	supersedes	ceremony	

• When	people	break	the	moral	law,	ceremonial	law	cannot	protect	them	

Severe	and	Humiliating	Treatment	

The	whole	hair	being	shaven	off	signified	severe	and	humiliating	treatment.	
Biblical	precedent:	

• 2	Samuel	10:4-5	-	David's	servants	shamed	by	having	beards	shaved	

• Jeremiah	41:5	-	Men	with	shaved	beards	in	mourning	

• Jeremiah	48:37	-	Every	head	bald,	every	beard	cut	off	as	judgment	

The	act	communicates:	

○ Mourning—deep	sorrow	over	coming	judgment	

○ Reproach—public	shame	and	disgrace	

○ Deformity—loss	of	normal	appearance	and	dignity	

Discussion	Questions	
8. Why	is	shaving	particularly	humiliating	in	ancient	Near	Eastern	culture?	
9. What	does	it	mean	that	ceremonial	law	must	give	place	to	moral	law?	

10. How	does	Ezekiel's	priestly	identity	make	this	act	even	more	shocking?	
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Part	IV.	The	Balances:	Divine	Justice	Weighing	Each	Soul	
(Ezekiel	5:1)	
Summary	
After	shaving	his	head	and	beard,	Ezekiel	must	take	balances	to	weigh	and	divide	the	hair.	
The	balances	represent	God's	just	and	exact	judgment,	discriminating	with	precision	as	He	
assigns	each	portion	its	destined	fate.	The	divine	scales	do	not	allow	even	one	hair	to	
escape	accurate	weighing	(Matthew	10:30).	Each	person's	destiny	is	carefully	measured—
not	arbitrary,	but	perfectly	just.	

Key	Verse	
"Then	take	balances	to	weigh	and	divide	the	hair."	(Ezekiel	5:1b)	

Symbolism	of	the	Balances	

• Just	and	exact	scales:	God's	judgment	is	perfectly	accurate	

• Divine	discrimination:	Each	portion	assigned	its	specific	destiny	

• No	escaping:	Not	even	one	hair	overlooked	

• Equity	and	fairness:	Represents	Divine	justice	

	

Jeremiah	15:2	-	Assigning	Each	Portion	

The	Cambridge	commentary	connects	this	to	Jeremiah	15:2:	
"Such	as	are	for	death	to	death;	and	such	as	are	for	the	sword	to	the	sword;	and	such	as	are	
for	the	famine	to	the	famine;	and	such	as	are	for	the	captivity	to	the	captivity."	(Jeremiah	
15:2)	

This	demonstrates:	

• God	assigns	specific	fates	to	specific	people	

• Different	forms	of	judgment	for	different	situations	

• Perfect	knowledge	of	who	belongs	in	each	category	

• Justice	tailored	to	each	person's	circumstances	

Matthew	10:30	-	Every	Hair	Numbered	
"But	even	the	hairs	of	your	head	are	all	numbered."	(Matthew	10:30)	
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The	Jamieson-Fausset-Brown	commentary	notes:	'The	divine	scales	do	not	
allow	even	one	hair	to	escape	accurate	weighing.'	This	connects	to	Jesus'	
teaching	about	God's	intimate	knowledge:	
	

• God	knows	every	individual	personally	

• Nothing	escapes	His	notice—even	a	single	hair	

• Judgment	is	not	random	or	careless	

• Divine	omniscience	ensures	perfect	justice	

The	Prophet	Weighing	=	God	Weighing	
The	commentary	explains:	'The	prophet's	weighing	represents	God	weighing	these	men	
and	their	ways.'	Ezekiel's	careful	division	of	the	hair	into	exact	portions	illustrates:	

• God	evaluates	each	person's	life	and	choices	

• Judgment	is	based	on	an	accurate	assessment,	not	bias	

• The	weighing	takes	time—God	is	deliberate,	not	hasty	

• Each	person	receives	exactly	what	they	deserve	

Discussion	Questions	
11. How	does	knowing	that	God	weighs	each	person	accurately	affect	your	view	of	

divine	justice?	

12. Why	is	it	significant	that	not	even	one	hair	escapes	God's	notice?	
13. What	does	this	teach	us	about	randomness	versus	divine	sovereignty	in	judgment?	

	

Part	V.	Three	Portions:	Three	Fates	(Ezekiel	5:2-4,	12)	
Summary	
The	hair	is	divided	into	three	equal	parts,	each	representing	a	different	fate	for	Jerusalem's	
population.	One-third	is	burned	in	the	city	(pestilence	and	famine	during	the	siege).	One-
third	is	struck	with	the	sword	around	the	city	(killed	when	the	city	falls).	One-third	is	
scattered	to	the	winds,	pursued	by	the	sword	(exiled	among	nations).		
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A	few	hairs	from	the	scattered	portion	are	bound	in	Ezekiel's	garment	(the	remnant),	
though	even	some	of	these	face	further	judgment.	We	see	this	explicitly	pointed	out	in	
Revelation	11:13,	when	the	remnant	were	caught	in	the	earthquake,	and	in	Revelation	
14:13,	when	the	saints	are	caught	in	Jerusalem’s	last	desolation.	Both	of	these	situations	
could	have	been	avoided	if	they	had	heeded	the	warning	to	flee	to	the	wilderness	
(Revelation	12:14	and	6).	

	

The	Three	Divisions	

Portion	 Action	with	Hair	 Method	 Fate	

First	Third	 Burned	in	fire	in	the	city	 Pestilence	&	Famine	 Die	within	city	
during	siege	

Second	Third	 Cut	with	sword	around	
city	

Sword	 Killed	when	city	falls	

Third	Third	 Scattered	to	all	winds	 Dispersion	&	Pursuit	 Exiled,	chased	by	
sword	

Few	Saved	 Bound	in	garment	hem	 Preservation	 Remnant	escapes	

Some	of	Few	 Thrown	into	fire	again	 Further	Judgment	 Even	remnant	faces	
trials	

	

	

The	Sense	of	the	Symbol	is	Clear	
The	Cambridge	commentary	states:	'The	sense	of	the	symbol	is	clear;	a	third	part	of	the	
population	shall	be	consumed	by	pestilence	and	famine	within	the	city;	a	third	shall	fall	by	
the	sword	round	about	the	city,	on	its	capture;	and	a	third	shall	be	scattered	among	all	
nations,	pursued	by	the	sword.	Of	these,	a	few	shall	meantime	escape,	but	shall	be	
subjected	anew	to	consuming	judgments.'	

First	Third:	Fire	in	the	City	(Pestilence	&	Famine)	

• Burned	in	fire	within	the	city	

• Represents	death	during	the	siege	
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• Pestilence	(disease)	spreads	in	confined	conditions	

• Famine	(starvation)	from	cut-off	supplies	

• Connects	to	Chapter	4's	rationed	food	

Second	Third:	Sword	Around	the	City	

• Cut	to	pieces	with	the	sword	around	the	city	

• Death	when	Jerusalem	falls	

• Military	conquest	and	slaughter	

• No	escape	during	the	final	assault	

Third	Third:	Scattered	to	the	Winds	

• Strewn	to	all	winds—dispersed	among	nations	

• Pursued	by	the	sword—no	rest	even	in	exile	

• Connects	to	Isaiah	7:20—complete	removal	

• Loss	of	national	identity	and	homeland	

The	Remnant:	Few	in	the	Garment	
From	the	scattered	third,	a	few	hairs	are	taken	and	bound	in	the	skirts	of	the	prophet's	
garment:	

• Represents	the	preserved	remnant	

• God's	garment	=	protection	and	covering	

• Only	a	small	number	survive	

• Even	these	face	further	trials—some	thrown	into	fire	

• Connects	to	Romans	11:5	-	'remnant	according	to	election	of	grace'	

Discussion	Questions	
14. Why	does	God	divide	judgment	into	three	distinct	categories?	
15. What	does	the	preservation	of	only	a	'few'	hairs	teach	about	grace	and	judgment?	
16. Why	must	even	the	remnant	face	further	judgment?	What	does	this	reveal	about	

sanctification?	
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Part	VI.	Practical	Application	
Living	Under	Divine	Scrutiny	

For	Personal	Study	
17. Remember	that	God	weighs	every	life	with	perfect	accuracy—nothing	escapes	His	

notice	

18. Understand	that	greater	privilege	brings	greater	accountability	
19. Recognize	that	ceremonial	obedience	cannot	substitute	for	moral	righteousness	

20. Take	seriously	the	warnings	of	prophets—Isaiah,	Jeremiah,	Ezekiel	spoke	truth	

For	Ministry	
21. Be	willing	to	perform	uncomfortable	prophetic	acts	that	illustrate	truth	

22. Understand	that	judgment	has	categories—each	person	receives	their	assigned	
portion	

23. Remember	the	remnant	principle—God	always	preserves	a	few	

24. Don't	expect	judgment	to	be	pleasant	or	easy	to	communicate	

Reflection	Questions	
25. If	God	were	to	'weigh'	your	life	in	His	balances	today,	what	would	He	find?	

26. Are	you	relying	on	ceremonial	religion	while	neglecting	moral	truth?	
27. What	warnings	is	God	giving	your	generation	that	are	being	ignored?	

28. How	should	knowing	about	God's	accurate	weighing	change	how	you	live?	
	

Conclusion	
 

The	Razor	That	Leaves	Nothing	
Chapter	5	presents	one	of	Scripture's	most	vivid	pictures	of	divine	judgment:	a	sharp	
sword	wielded	as	a	barber's	razor,	removing	everything	completely.	The	imagery	builds	on	
Isaiah	7:20,	showing	that	God's	hired	razor—first	Assyria,	now	Babylon—performs	its	
work	with	devastating	thoroughness.	The	population	of	Jerusalem	is	divided	into	precise	
thirds,	each	receiving	their	measured	judgment:	fire,	sword,	or	scattering.	
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The	Divine	Balance	
The	balances	represent	a	crucial	truth:	God's	judgment	is	never	arbitrary	or	careless.	Each	
hair	is	weighed	with	exact	accuracy.	Each	person	is	assigned	to	their	proper	category—not	
by	chance,	but	by	divine	knowledge	of	their	hearts	and	deeds.	Not	one	hair	escapes	the	
weighing.	This	should	bring	both	comfort	(justice	will	be	done)	and	sobriety	(nothing	is	
hidden	from	God).	

Ceremonial	vs.	Moral	
Ezekiel's	shaving	violated	priestly	ceremonial	law,	yet	God	commanded	it.	The	lesson	is	
profound:	when	people	break	God's	moral	law,	ceremonial	observance	cannot	protect	
them.	External	religious	practice	without	internal	righteousness	is	worthless.	The	hair—
token	of	priestly	consecration—must	be	removed	to	illustrate	spiritual	truth.	

Greater	Guilt,	Greater	Judgment	
The	commentary	notes	this	judgment	is	more	severe	than	Egypt's	afflictions	because	the	
guilt	is	greater.	Israel	had	experienced	deliverance,	received	the	Law,	heard	the	prophets—
yet	continued	in	rebellion.	With	greater	light	comes	greater	accountability.	Their	ancestors	
sinned	in	ignorance;	this	generation	sins	with	full	knowledge.	

The	Remnant	Principle	
Even	in	comprehensive	judgment,	God	preserves	a	remnant.	A	few	hairs	are	bound	in	the	
prophet's	garment,	representing	those	who	escape.	Yet	even	the	remnant	faces	further	
testing—some	are	thrown	back	into	the	fire.	This	shows	that	preservation	doesn't	mean	
exemption	from	trials,	but	rather	that	God's	purposes	for	His	people	continue	even	through	
judgment.	

The	Prophetic	Legacy	
Isaiah	warned	the	northern	tribes.	Jeremiah	warned	Jerusalem.	Ezekiel	affirms	that	the	
judgment	is	certain	and	details	its	specifics.	Three	prophets,	one	message:	repent	or	face	
the	razor.	The	sequence	demonstrates	God's	patience—He	sends	messenger	after	
messenger	before	executing	judgment.	But	when	the	razor	finally	comes,	it	leaves	nothing	
behind.	

"The	divine	scales	do	not	allow	even	one	hair	to	escape	accurate	weighing."	
(Jamieson-Fausset-Brown	Commentary)	
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Appendix:	Key	Scripture	Cross-References	
The	Razor	Imagery	

• Isaiah	7:20	-	The	Lord	shall	shave	with	a	hired	razor	(Assyria)	

• Ezekiel	21:8-16	-	The	sharpened	sword	ready	for	slaughter	

• Psalm	52:2	-	Your	tongue	is	like	a	sharp	razor	

Shaving	as	Humiliation	

• 2	Samuel	10:4-5	-	David's	servants	shamed	by	shaving	

• Jeremiah	41:5	-	Shaved	beards	as	a	sign	of	mourning	

• Jeremiah	48:37	-	Every	head	bald	and	every	beard	cut	in	judgment	

• Leviticus	21:5	-	Priests	forbidden	to	shave	(makes	Ezekiel's	act	more	shocking)	

Divine	Justice	and	Weighing	

• Jeremiah	15:2	-	Four	fates	assigned:	death,	sword,	famine,	captivity	

• Matthew	10:30	-	Even	the	hairs	of	your	head	are	numbered	

• Daniel	5:27	-	'You	have	been	weighed	in	the	balances	and	found	wanting'	

• Job	31:6	-	'Let	me	be	weighed	in	a	just	balance.'	

Three	Forms	of	Judgment	

• Ezekiel	5:12	-	Third	by	pestilence,	third	by	sword,	third	scattered	

• Jeremiah	15:2-3	-	Four	destroyers:	sword,	dogs,	birds,	beasts	

• Zechariah	13:8-9	-	Two-thirds	cut	off,	one-third	refined	

The	Remnant	

• Romans	11:5	-	Remnant	according	to	election	of	grace	

• Isaiah	10:20-22	-	Only	a	remnant	will	return	

• Jeremiah	23:3	-	God	will	gather	the	remnant	

• Micah	2:12	-	Assembling	the	remnant	like	sheep	

Greater	Accountability	

• Luke	12:48	-	'To	whom	much	is	given,	much	will	be	required'	
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• Hebrews	10:26-29	-	Greater	judgment	for	those	who	know	truth	

• James	3:1	-	Teachers	judged	more	strictly	

• Amos	3:2	-	'You	only	have	I	known;	therefore	I	will	punish'	

Ceremonial	vs.	Moral	Law	

• 1	Samuel	15:22	-	Obedience	better	than	sacrifice	

• Hosea	6:6	-	'I	desire	mercy,	not	sacrifice.’	

• Micah	6:6-8	-	What	does	the	Lord	require?	Justice,	mercy,	humility	

• Matthew	23:23	-	Neglecting	justice	and	mercy	while	tithing	
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Introduction	
Each	chapter	of	Ezekiel	builds	upon	the	previous	one,	repeating	material	while	adding	
details	as	Elohim	builds	His	case	against	Judah	and	the	surrounding	cities	of	Israel.	Chapter	
6	intensifies	the	indictment	against	Israel's	idolatry,	naming	the	specific	detestable	
practices	that	have	provoked	God's	judgment.	This	is	not	abstract	theological	error—this	is	
child	sacrifice,	prostitution	as	worship,	and	the	complete	abandonment	of	God's	
commandments.	

The	chapter	connects	deeply	with	Jeremiah's	prophecies,	showing	how	both	prophets	
witnessed	the	same	spiritual	adultery:	Israel	compared	to	a	prostitute,	the	Valley	of	
Hinnom	renamed	the	Valley	of	Slaughter,	and	the	silencing	of	joy	as	judgment	falls.	Ezekiel	
serves	as	the	last	voice	of	the	bridegroom	before	Jerusalem's	fall.	The	idolatry	described—
worship	of	Inanna/Ishtar	(Queen	of	Heaven),	Moloch	(demanding	child	sacrifice),	and	Baal	
(fertility	god)—represents	demonic	spirits	that	continue	to	operate	in	different	forms	
today.	

	

Element	 Significance	

Building	the	Case	 Repetitive	with	added	details—God	methodically	proving	
His	justice	

The	False	Gods	 Inanna/Ishtar	(Queen	of	Heaven),	Moloch	(child	sacrifice),	
Baal	(fertility/weather)	

Valley	of	Hinnom	 Location	of	child	sacrifice;	renamed	'Valley	of	Slaughter'	

Spiritual	Prostitution	 Israel	compared	to	a	prostitute;	sexual	immorality	as	
worship	

Last	Voice	 Ezekiel	is	the	last	voice	of	the	bridegroom	before	Jerusalem	
falls	

Silenced	Joy	 Voice	of	mirth,	gladness,	bridegroom,	and	bride	will	cease	

Quick	Reference	
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Part	I.	Building	the	Case:	Repetition	with	Added	Details	
Summary	
The	commentary	begins	with	a	crucial	observation:	'Each	chapter	of	Ezekiel	builds	upon	
the	previous.	Repetitive	yet	with	added	details	as	Elohim	builds	His	case	against	Judah	and	
the	surrounding	cities	of	Israel.'	This	is	not	mere	redundancy—it's	methodical	prosecution.	
God	is	building	a	comprehensive	case,	adding	evidence	layer	upon	layer,	ensuring	that	
when	judgment	falls,	no	one	can	claim	ignorance	or	injustice.	

	

Chapter	 Main	Focus	 Added	Detail	

Chapter	1	 Glory	vision,	cherubim	 Foundation:	God's	majesty	and	
authority	

Chapter	2-3	 Ezekiel's	commission,	watchman	 Messenger	appointed,	
responsibility	assigned	

Chapter	4	 Siege	model,	bearing	guilt	 Visual	prophecy:	judgment	coming	

Chapter	5	 Shaved	hair,	three	portions	 Specific	fates:	fire,	sword,	
scattering	

Chapter	6	 Idolatry's	specifics	 Naming	the	sins:	false	gods,	child	
sacrifice	

The	Pattern	of	Prophetic	Revelation	

	

Why	the	Repetition?	

• Ensures	complete	understanding—no	room	for	misinterpretation	

• Establishes	legal	documentation—witnesses	and	evidence	

• Demonstrates	patience—God	gives	multiple	warnings	before	acting	

• Builds	a	comprehensive	case—each	detail	adds	to	the	total	indictment	

• Makes	judgment	irrefutable—Israel	cannot	claim	ignorance	
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Discussion	Questions	
1. Why	does	God	take	time	to	build	a	case	rather	than	immediately	

executing	judgment?	

2. How	does	repetition	with	added	details	demonstrate	both	justice	and	
mercy?	

3. What	does	this	methodical	approach	teach	us	about	God's	character?	

	

Part	II.	The	False	Gods	of	Mesopotamia:	Ancient	
Demons,	Modern	Manifestations	
Summary	
The	commentary	identifies	three	primary	demonic	entities	worshiped	by	Israel:	
Inanna/Ishtar	(Queen	of	Heaven),	Moloch,	and	Baal.	These	are	not	mere	ancient	myths—
they	are	real	demonic	spirits	that	have	operated	since	3,500	BC	and	remain	active	today	in	
different	forms.	The	worship	practices	associated	with	these	entities	included	child	
sacrifice,	ritual	prostitution,	homosexuality	promoted	as	religious	devotion,	and	the	
devaluing	of	marriage	and	family.	The	commentary	draws	a	sobering	parallel	to	the	present	
day.	

	

The	Three	Primary	Demons	

Deity	 Characteristics	 Worship	Practices	

Inanna/Ishtar	

(Queen	of	Heaven)	

Goddess	of	fertility,	war,	sexual	
love;	'vulva	of	Venus';	many	names	
across	cultures	

Ritual	prostitution,	homosexuality	
promoted,	marriage	devalued	

Moloch	 Fierce,	angry	god;	insatiable	
appetite	for	violence	

Child	sacrifice—only	pacified	by	
burning	children	alive	

Baal	 Phoenician	god	of	fertility	and	
weather	(rainstorms);	title	
meaning	'Lord'	

Sexual	rituals	for	fertility;	applied	
to	multiple	deities	across	Near	East	
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Inanna/Ishtar:	The	Queen	of	Heaven	

Known	by	many	names	across	cultures,	this	goddess	promoted:	

• Prostitution	as	worship—sacred	prostitutes	in	temples	

• Homosexuality	as	religious	devotion—gender	confusion	ritualized	

• Devaluing	of	marriage—temporary	sexual	encounters	preferred	

• Warrior	cult—violence	and	sexuality	combined	

• Fertility	rituals—sexual	acts	believed	to	ensure	crops	and	prosperity	

Moloch:	The	Child	Devourer	

This	fierce,	angry	god	demanded	the	ultimate	sacrifice:	

• Children	burned	alive	in	fires—horrific	ritual	murder	

• Only	pacified	by	child	sacrifice—never	satisfied	

• Valley	of	Hinnom	(Tophet),	primary	location	

• Parents	sacrificed	their	own	children	for	prosperity/favor	

These	Are	Real	Demonic	Spirits	
The	commentary	emphasizes:	'Let	us	examine	the	ancient	gods	and	goddesses,	who	are	
real	spirits;	they	are	demonic.'	

• Not	mythological—actual	demonic	entities	

• Operating	since	3,500	BC—ancient	and	persistent	

• Remain	active	today—same	spirits,	different	forms	

• 1	Corinthians	10:20	-	Pagans	sacrifice	to	demons,	not	to	God	

Modern	Manifestations	
The	commentary	draws	a	stark	parallel	to	modern	times:	'All	that	we	read	about	the	gods	
prominent	throughout	Mesopotamia	since	3,500	BC	remains	very	much	alive	and	well	
across	the	world	today.'	

Examples	cited:	

• Government-promoted	and	forced	abortions—modern	child	sacrifice	

• Forced	sex	changes	of	children—castration,	destroying	identity	
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• Promotion	of	homosexuality	and	lesbianism	in	schools	as	normal	

• Teaching	that	marriage	is	unnecessary	for	stable	homes	

• Governments	are	compelling	citizens	to	endure	these	practices	

	

The	commentary	concludes:	'All	of	this,	which	we	experience	today	and	are	compelled	by	
the	governments	of	the	world	to	endure,	is	the	story	we	are	reading	about	Israel	and	
Judah.’	

	

Discussion	Questions	
4. Why	is	it	important	to	recognize	these	ancient	gods	as	actual	demonic	

entities	rather	than	myths?	

5. How	do	the	same	spiritual	forces	manifest	in	different	cultural	forms	
across	time?	

6. What	similarities	do	you	see	between	ancient	idolatrous	practices	and	
modern	cultural	trends?	

7. How	should	believers	respond	to	government	promotion	of	practices	
that	honor	these	demonic	spirits?	

	

Part	III.	Jeremiah's	Parallel	Witness:	The	Message	of	
Judgment	
Summary	
Jeremiah	and	Ezekiel	prophesied	during	overlapping	periods,	delivering	the	same	message	
from	different	locations.	Jeremiah	prophesied	in	Jerusalem	while	Ezekiel	prophesied	from	
Babylon.	Both	witnessed	the	same	idolatry,	pronounced	the	same	judgment,	and	used	
similar	imagery.	The	Book	of	Jeremiah	is	primarily	a	message	of	judgment	on	Judah	for	
rampant	idolatry.	After	King	Josiah's	death	(the	last	righteous	king),	Judah	almost	
completely	abandoned	God	and	His	commandments.	
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Jeremiah	7:27-34	-	The	Valley	of	Slaughter	
"So	you	shall	speak	all	these	words	to	them,	but	they	will	not	listen	to	you.	You	shall	call	to	
them,	but	they	will	not	answer	you.	And	you	shall	say	to	them,	'This	is	the	nation	that	did	
not	obey	the	voice	of	the	Lord	their	God,	and	did	not	accept	discipline;	truth	has	perished;	it	
is	cut	off	from	their	lips.	Cut	off	your	hair	and	cast	it	away;	raise	a	lamentation	on	the	bare	
heights,	for	the	Lord	has	rejected	and	forsaken	the	generation	of	his	wrath.'"	(Jeremiah	
7:27-29)	

Key	connection:	Verse	7:29	says	'Cut	off	your	hair	and	cast	it	away'—the	same	language	
used	to	Ezekiel	in	Chapter	5.	

"For	the	sons	of	Judah	have	done	evil	in	my	sight,	declares	the	Lord.	They	have	set	their	
detestable	things	in	the	house	that	is	called	by	my	name,	to	defile	it.	And	they	have	built	the	
high	places	of	Topheth,	which	is	in	the	Valley	of	the	Son	of	Hinnom,	to	burn	their	sons	and	
their	daughters	in	the	fire,	which	I	did	not	command,	nor	did	it	come	into	my	mind.	
Therefore,	behold,	the	days	are	coming,	declares	YAHWEH,	when	it	will	no	more	be	called	
Topheth,	or	the	Valley	of	the	Son	of	Hinnom,	but	the	Valley	of	Slaughter;	for	they	will	bury	
in	Topheth,	because	there	is	no	room	elsewhere."	(Jeremiah	7:30-32)	

	

The	Valley	Renamed	

Name	 Associated	With	 Meaning	

Topheth	 Place	of	burning/drums	 Where	child	sacrifice	occurred	

Valley	of	Hinnom	 Geographical	location	 Valley	south	of	Jerusalem	

Valley	of	Slaughter	 Judgment	renamed	 Where	so	many	die,	no	room	to	
bury	

Gehenna	(Greek)	 Later	used	by	Jesus	 Metaphor	for	hell,	eternal	
judgment	
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Bodies	for	Birds	and	Beasts	
"And	the	dead	bodies	of	these	people	will	be	food	for	the	birds	of	the	air,	and	for	the	beasts	
of	the	earth,	and	none	will	frighten	them	away.	And	I	will	silence	in	the	cities	of	Judah	and	
in	the	streets	of	Jerusalem	the	voice	of	mirth	and	the	voice	of	gladness,	the	voice	of	the	
bridegroom	and	the	voice	of	the	bride,	for	the	land	shall	become	a	waste."	(Jeremiah	7:33-
34)	

• Dead	bodies	left	unburied—ultimate	disgrace	

• No	one	to	frighten	away	scavengers—complete	desolation	

• All	joy	silenced—mirth,	gladness,	weddings	cease	

• The	land	becomes	waste—total	destruction	

	

Ezekiel:	The	Last	Voice	of	the	Bridegroom	

The	commentary	states:	'Ezekiel	is	the	last	voice	of	the	bridegroom	before	the	
fall	of	Jerusalem.'	

• Jeremiah	prophesied	that	voices	would	be	silenced	

• Ezekiel	is	the	final	prophet	speaking	before	Jerusalem	falls	

• After	him,	only	silence	and	destruction	

• Symbolizes	the	end	of	joy	when	God's	presence	departs	

	

Discussion	Questions	
8. Why	does	God	send	two	prophets	with	the	same	message	to	different	

locations?	

9. What	is	significant	about	renaming	the	Valley	of	Hinnom	to	'Valley	of	
Slaughter'?	

10. What	does	it	mean	that	Ezekiel	is	'the	last	voice	of	the	bridegroom’?	
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Part	IV.	Judah	as	Prostitute:	Spiritual	Adultery	
Described	
Summary	
Both	Jeremiah	and	Ezekiel	use	vivid	imagery	of	sexual	immorality	to	describe	Israel's	
idolatry.	Judah	is	compared	to	a	prostitute,	a	wild	donkey	in	heat,	a	restless	camel	running	
here	and	there.	The	language	is	deliberately	graphic	to	communicate	the	shocking	nature	of	
spiritual	adultery.	Israel	sat	by	roadsides	awaiting	lovers,	polluted	the	land	with	vile	
prostitution,	and	refused	to	be	ashamed	despite	having	'the	forehead	of	a	whore.'	

	

Jeremiah	2:20-27	-	Running	After	Lovers	
"How	can	you	say,	'I	am	not	unclean,	I	have	not	gone	after	the	Baals'?	Look	at	
your	way	in	the	valley;	know	what	you	have	done—a	restless	young	camel	
running	here	and	there,	a	wild	donkey	used	to	the	wilderness,	in	her	heat	
sniffing	the	wind!	Who	can	restrain	her	lust?	None	who	seeks	her	need	weary	
themselves;	in	her	month,	they	will	find	her.	Keep	your	feet	from	going	unshod	
and	your	throat	from	thirst.	But	you	said,	'It	is	hopeless,	for	I	have	loved	
foreigners,	and	after	them	I	will	go.'"	(Jeremiah	2:23-25)	

	

Image	 Behavior	 Spiritual	Meaning	

Restless	camel	 Running	here	and	there	 Constantly	seeking	new	gods	

Wild	donkey	in	heat	 Sniffing	the	wind,	unrestrained	
lust	

Insatiable	desire	for	idolatry	

Easy	to	find	 None	need	weary	themselves	 Readily	available	for	false	gods	

	

The	Animal	Imagery	

Jeremiah	3:2-5	-	The	Forehead	of	a	Whore	
"Lift	up	your	eyes	to	the	bare	heights,	and	see!	Where	have	you	not	been	
ravished?	By	the	waysides,	you	have	sat	awaiting	lovers	like	an	Arab	in	the	
wilderness.	You	have	polluted	the	land	with	your	vile	whoredom.	Therefore,	the	
showers	have	been	withheld,	and	the	spring	rain	has	not	come;	yet	you	have	the	
forehead	of	a	whore;	you	refuse	to	be	ashamed."	(Jeremiah	3:2-3)	
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• 'Where	have	you	not	been	ravished?'—idolatry	everywhere	

• Sitting	by	roadsides,	awaiting	lovers—actively	seeking	false	gods	

• Polluted	the	land—defilement	spreads	geographically	

• Rain	withheld—natural	consequences	of	spiritual	adultery	

• 'Forehead	of	a	whore'—shameless,	brazen,	refusing	correction	

	

Jeremiah	16:9-13	-	Worse	Than	Their	Fathers	
"Because	your	fathers	have	forsaken	me,	declares	the	LORD,	and	have	gone	
after	other	gods	and	have	served	and	worshiped	them,	and	have	forsaken	me	
and	have	not	kept	my	law,	and	because	you	have	done	worse	than	your	fathers,	
for	behold,	every	one	of	you	follows	his	stubborn,	evil	will,	refusing	to	listen	to	
me.	Therefore,	I	will	hurl	you	out	of	this	land	into	a	land	that	neither	you	nor	
your	fathers	have	known,	and	there	you	shall	serve	other	gods	day	and	night,	
for	I	will	show	you	no	favor."	(Jeremiah	16:11-13)	

• The	previous	generation:	forsook	God	and	went	after	other	gods	

• Current	generation:	done	WORSE	than	their	fathers	

• Each	follows	stubborn,	evil	will—individual	and	corporate	rebellion	

• Refusing	to	listen—deliberate	rejection	of	correction	

• Result:	exile	to	serve	gods	day	and	night—ironic	judgment	

Jeremiah	32:28-30	-	Provoking	God	to	Anger	
"The	Chaldeans	who	are	fighting	against	this	city	shall	come	and	set	this	city	on	
fire	and	burn	it,	with	the	houses	on	whose	roofs	offerings	have	been	made	to	
Baal	and	drink	offerings	have	been	poured	out	to	other	gods,	to	provoke	me	to	
anger.	For	the	children	of	Israel	and	the	children	of	Judah	have	done	nothing	
but	evil	in	my	sight	from	their	youth.	The	children	of	Israel	have	done	nothing	
but	provoke	me	to	anger	by	the	work	of	their	hands,	declares	YAHWEH."	
(Jeremiah	32:29-30)	

• Baal	worship	on	rooftops—public,	brazen	idolatry	

• 'Done	nothing	but	evil'—complete	corruption	

• 'From	their	youth'—generational	pattern	continuing	

• 'Provoke	me	to	anger'—deliberate	offense,	not	ignorance	
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Discussion	Questions	
11. Why	does	God	use	such	graphic	sexual	imagery	to	describe	idolatry?	

12. What	does	it	mean	to	have	'the	forehead	of	a	whore'—refusing	to	be	
ashamed?	

13. How	does	each	generation	risk	doing	'worse	than	their	fathers'?	

14. What	modern	forms	does	spiritual	adultery	take?	

	

	

Part	V.	Prophetic	Patterns:	586	BC	and	70	AD	
Summary	
The	commentary	notes:	'Ezekiel	6:12	becomes	more	specific	in	chapter	five.	In	6:13-14	of	
Ezekiel,	we	have	a	duplicate	description	from	what	we	read	of	Josephus	when	Rome	seized	
Jerusalem	in	70	AD	as	we	read	in	our	last	chapter	study,	chapter	five.'	The	pattern	of	
judgment	established	in	Ezekiel's	time	repeats	centuries	later,	demonstrating	that	the	same	
spiritual	causes	produce	the	same	physical	consequences.	

	

Element	 586	BC	 70	AD	

Cause	 Idolatry,	child	sacrifice	 Rejection	of	Messiah,	hardness	

Prophets	 Jeremiah,	Ezekiel	 Jesus,	apostles	

Judgment	 Babylon	destroys	Jerusalem	 Rome	destroys	Jerusalem	

Conditions	 Corpses,	pestilence,	famine	 Corpses,	pestilence,	famine	

Result	 Exile,	temple	destroyed	 Diaspora,	temple	destroyed	

	

The	Repeating	Pattern	

Why	the	Pattern	Repeats	

• The	same	spiritual	rebellion	produces	the	same	physical	
consequences	
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• God's	justice	is	consistent	across	time	

• Hardness	of	heart	leads	inevitably	to	judgment	

• History	validates	prophecy's	accuracy	

	

Discussion	Questions	
15. Why	would	God	allow	the	same	pattern	of	judgment	to	repeat	in	70	

AD?	

16. What	does	the	repetition	teach	us	about	the	nature	of	sin	and	
judgment?	

17. How	should	we	respond	when	we	see	historical	patterns	repeating	in	
our	time?	

	

	

Part	VI.	Practical	Application	
Recognizing	Spiritual	Adultery	Today	
	

For	Personal	Study	
18. Examine	your	life	for	areas	where	you	have	'loved	foreigners'	(foreign	

gods,	ideologies,	values)	

19. Ask	yourself:	Do	I	have	'the	forehead	of	a	whore'—refusing	to	be	
ashamed?	

20. Recognize	demonic	spirits	operating	behind	cultural	movements	

21. Understand	that	God	builds	His	case	methodically	before	executing	
judgment	

For	Ministry	
22. Be	willing	to	use	graphic	language	when	describing	sin's	seriousness	

23. Call	out	specific	sins	rather	than	speaking	in	generalities	

24. Understand	you	may	be	'the	last	voice	of	the	bridegroom'	before	
judgment	

25. Recognize	patterns:	what	was	judged	before	will	be	judged	again	
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Reflection	Questions	
26. What	modern	practices	parallel	ancient	child	sacrifice	to	Moloch?	

27. How	do	governments	today	promote	practices	that	honor	demonic	
spirits?	

28. Are	you	doing	'worse	than	your	fathers'	or	better?	How?	

29. What	will	you	do	as	'a	voice	of	the	bridegroom'	while	there	is	still	
time?	

	

	

Part	VII.	Conclusion	
The	Case	is	Built	
Chapter	6	adds	crucial	specificity	to	God's	indictment.	No	longer	speaking	in	general	terms	
about	rebellion,	God	names	the	actual	false	gods:	Inanna/Ishtar,	Moloch,	Baal.	No	longer	
speaking	abstractly	about	sin,	He	details	the	practices:	child	sacrifice	in	the	Valley	of	
Hinnom,	ritual	prostitution,	shameless	idolatry	on	every	high	place	and	rooftop.	The	case	is	
methodically	and	comprehensively	built.	

Ancient	Demons,	Modern	Forms	
The	commentary's	most	sobering	point	is	that	these	are	not	dead	myths	but	living	demonic	
entities.	The	spirits	that	demanded	child	sacrifice,	promoted	sexual	immorality	as	worship,	
and	destroyed	the	sanctity	of	marriage	have	not	disappeared—they	have	adapted.	
Government-promoted	abortion,	forced	castration	of	children,	normalization	of	all	sexual	
behavior	except	covenant	marriage—these	are	the	same	spiritual	forces	in	new	cultural	
dress.	

Jeremiah	and	Ezekiel:	Twin	Witnesses	
Both	prophets	witness	the	same	idolatry	from	different	locations.	Both	use	the	same	
shocking	imagery—comparing	Judah	to	a	prostitute,	describing	Israel	as	a	wild	animal	in	
heat,	and	warning	of	the	Valley	of	Slaughter.	Both	announce	the	silencing	of	joy—no	more	
mirth,	gladness,	weddings.	Ezekiel	stands	as	the	last	voice	before	that	silence	descends.	

Worse	Than	Their	Fathers	
Jeremiah's	indictment	cuts	deep:	'You	have	done	worse	than	your	fathers.'	Each	generation	
risks	not	learning	from	history	but	exceeding	it	in	evil.	The	fathers	forsook	God;	the	
children	follow	stubborn	evil	wills.	The	fathers	worshiped	false	gods;	the	children	do	so	
with	'the	forehead	of	a	whore'—shameless,	brazen,	refusing	correction.	Progressive	
revelation	brings	progressive	responsibility.	
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The	Pattern	That	Repeats	
What	happened	in	586	BC	was	repeated	in	70	AD.	The	same	spiritual	rebellion—rejection	
of	God's	word—produced	the	same	physical	destruction.	Corpses	fed	birds	and	beasts.	The	
temple	burned.	Exile	scattered	the	people.	History	validated	prophecy.	The	warning	stands:	
these	patterns	continue.	When	societies	embrace	the	demonic	spirits	behind	ancient	
idolatry,	they	face	the	same	judgments	those	spirits	always	bring.	

"Ezekiel	is	the	last	voice	of	the	bridegroom	before	the	fall	of	Jerusalem.”	

	

	

	

Appendix:	Key	Scripture	Cross-References	
False	Gods	and	Idolatry	

• Jeremiah	7:18	-	Making	cakes	for	Queen	of	Heaven	(Ishtar)	

• Jeremiah	44:17-19	-	Women	burning	incense	to	Queen	of	Heaven	

• Leviticus	18:21	-	Do	not	give	children	to	Moloch	

• 2	Kings	23:10	-	Josiah	defiles	Topheth	in	the	Valley	of	Hinnom	

• 1	Kings	18:19-40	-	Elijah	confronts	the	prophets	of	Baal	

• 1	Corinthians	10:20	-	Pagans	sacrifice	to	demons,	not	God	

Child	Sacrifice	

• Jeremiah	7:31	-	Burning	sons	and	daughters	in	fire,	not	commanded	

• Jeremiah	19:5	-	Built	high	places	of	Baal	to	burn	sons	

• Jeremiah	32:35	-	Making	sons	and	daughters	pass	through	fire	to	
Moloch	

• 2	Kings	16:3	-	Ahaz	burned	his	son	as	an	offering	

• Psalm	106:37-38	-	Sacrificed	sons	and	daughters	to	demons	

Israel	as	a	Prostitute	

• Hosea	1-3	-	Hosea	commanded	to	marry	a	prostitute	as	a	symbol	
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• Ezekiel	16	-	Entire	chapter	describing	Israel's	spiritual	prostitution	

• Ezekiel	23	-	Two	sisters,	Oholah	and	Oholibah	(Samaria	and	
Jerusalem)	

• Revelation	17:5	-	Babylon	the	great,	mother	of	prostitutes	

Valley	of	Hinnom/Slaughter	

• Jeremiah	7:32-34	-	Renamed	Valley	of	Slaughter,	no	room	to	bury	

• Jeremiah	19:6	-	No	longer	called	Topheth	but	Valley	of	Slaughter	

• Matthew	5:22,	29-30	-	Jesus	uses	Gehenna	(Greek	for	Hinnom)	as	a	
metaphor	for	hell	

• Mark	9:43-48	-	Gehenna,	where	'their	worm	does	not	die.’	

Silenced	Joy	

• Jeremiah	7:34	-	Silence	the	voice	of	mirth,	gladness,	bridegroom,	bride	

• Jeremiah	16:9	-	I	will	silence	the	voice	of	mirth	and	gladness	

• Jeremiah	25:10	-	Take	from	them	voice	of	the	bridegroom	and	the	
bride	

• Revelation	18:23	-	Voice	of	the	bridegroom	and	bride	was	heard	no	
more	in	Jerusalem	

Worse	Than	Fathers	

• Jeremiah	16:12	-	You	have	done	worse	than	your	fathers	

• Matthew	23:32	-	Fill	up	the	measure	of	your	fathers	

• 2	Kings	21:9	-	Manasseh	made	Judah	do	more	evil	than	the	nations	
God	destroyed	
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Ezekiel	Chapter	7	
	

The	End	Has	Come:	
A	Study	Guide	
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Introduction	
These	first	thirteen	verses	mirror	the	structure	of	Daniel's	70th	Week.	They	show	how	
Israel's	two	prophets	will	deliver	the	Word	of	Elohim.	Jeremiah	and	Ezekiel	are	a	typology	
for	the	two	olive-tree	prophets	who	will	appear	in	Israel.	In	both	cases,	these	prophets	
announce	salvation	and	judgment	until	Joel's	great	and	terrible	day	occurs.	Repeating	"the	
end	has	come"	seven	times	over	eighteen	verses	highlights	the	perfection	of	God's	
judgment—the	completion	of	salvation.	Ultimately,	at	the	end	of	the	70th	Week,	the	
seventh-seal	gospel	message	will	bring	about	the	end.	

This	chapter	connects	the	historical	judgment	of	586	BC	with	the	future	fulfillment	during	
the	70th	Week.	It	shows	the	pattern	of	God's	judgment:	methodical,	comprehensive,	and	
perfectly	timed.	The	"four	corners	of	the	land"	represent	Jerusalem,	and	this	time	of	
desolation	is	specifically	for	Jerusalem—from	the	middle	of	the	70th	Week	until	its	end.	

	

Quick	Reference	

Element	 Significance	

Seven	"Ends"	 "The	end	has	come"	repeated	seven	times—perfect	completion	of	
judgment	

Four	Corners	 Represents	Jerusalem;	the	70th	Week	belongs	to	Jerusalem-Israel	

Middle	of	70th	Week	 Judgment	begins	at	the	middle	and	continues	until	the	end	

Silver	and	Gold	 Cannot	deliver	in	the	day	of	wrath;	idolatry's	final	worthlessness	

The	Chain	 Peoples	bind	themselves	to	bloody	judgments	through	unbelief	

"I	AM"	 Spoken	three	times—Exodus	3:14-15;	to	whom	all	existence	belongs	
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Part	I.	The	Seven-Fold	Proclamation:	The	End	Has	Come	
Summary	
The	phrase	"The	end	has	come"	appears	seven	times	across	verses	2,	3,	6	(twice),	and	7-12.	
In	Scripture,	the	number	seven	symbolizes	perfection.	This	sevenfold	recurrence	
underscores	the	total,	perfect,	and	definitive	nature	of	God's	judgment.	Salvation	is	
accomplished	at	the	conclusion	of	the	70th	Week	via	the	gospel	message	of	the	seventh	
seal,	and	with	this	achievement,	judgment	ensues	(Revelation	19:11).	

The	Pattern	of	Perfection	

Why	Seven	Times?	

• Seven	represents	perfection	and	completion	in	biblical	numerology	

• The	seventh	seal	completes	God's	redemptive	work	

• Repetition	emphasizes	finality—no	escape,	no	reversal	

• Shows	the	thoroughness	of	God's	judgment	on	unbelief	

• Connects	to	Revelation's	seven	seals,	trumpets,	and	bowls	

	

Historical	Timeline:	605	BC	to	586	BC	

Year	 Event	

605	BC	 Jeremiah	speaks	the	Word	of	Life;	the	remnant	surrenders	to	Nebuchadnezzar	

605	BC	 True	seed	of	Israel	promised	prosperity	in	Babylonian	captivity	

586	BC	 Judgment	arrives	for	those	with	unbelieving	hearts	

586	BC	 Marks	the	middle	of	the	70th	Week	pattern;	continues	until	the	end	
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Parallel	to	Revelation	12:6	
The	message	given	to	Jeremiah's	remnant	in	605	BC	is	echoed	in	Revelation	12:6,	
addressing	the	faithful	elect	of	Israel:	providing	protection	and	sustenance	during	
tribulation.	The	two	witnesses	prophesy;	some	respond	with	faith	and	are	protected,	while	
others	reject	the	message	and	face	judgment.	

Key	Scripture:	Ezekiel	7:1-13	
Ezekiel	7:2	-	"And	you,	son	of	man,	so	says	the	sovereign	YAHWEH	to	the	land	of	Israel:	
An	end!	The	end	has	come	on	the	four	corners	of	the	land.”	6	-	"An	end	has	come,	the	
end	has	come.	It	awakens	against	you;	behold,	it	has	come.”	10	-	"Behold	the	day!	
Behold,	it	has	come;	the	encirclement	has	gone	out;	the	rod	has	blossomed;	pride	has	
budded.”	

	

Discussion	Questions	
1. Why	does	God	use	the	number	seven	to	emphasize	the	completion	of	

judgment?	

2. How	does	the	historical	pattern	of	605-586	BC	foreshadow	the	70th	
Week?	

3. What	is	the	significance	of	"the	four	corners	of	the	land"	representing	
Jerusalem?	

	

	

Part	II.	The	Day	of	Wrath:	When	Flesh	Rots	and	Knees	Go	
Weak	
Summary	
Verses	14-18	describe	the	physical	and	psychological	effects	of	God's	judgment.	The	
trumpet	sounds,	but	no	one	goes	to	battle—God's	wrath	paralyzes	them.	Those	in	the	field	
die	by	the	sword;	those	in	the	city	by	famine	and	plague.	The	survivors	become	like	
mourning	doves,	and	all	hands	grow	feeble.	This	description	connects	to	Zechariah	14:12	
and	Revelation	19:15-21,	showing	the	same	pattern	of	judgment	across	prophetic	
scriptures.	
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The	Threefold	Judgment	

Sword,	Famine,	and	Plague	

• "The	sword	is	outside"	—	warfare	and	violence	

• "The	plague	and	famine	inside"	—	suffering	within	the	city	

• He	dies	in	the	field,	dies	by	the	sword	

• He	in	the	city	is	devoured	by	famine	and	plague	

• No	escape—judgment	comes	from	all	sides	

	

Physical	Manifestations	of	Judgment	

Physical	Effect	 Spiritual	Meaning	

All	hands	shall	be	feeble	 Loss	of	strength	to	resist	or	defend	

Knees	shall	go	weak	as	water	 Complete	inability	to	stand—total	collapse	

Gird	on	sackcloth	 Recognition	of	sin	and	mourning	too	late	

Shame	on	all	faces	 Public	disgrace	and	humiliation	

Baldness	on	all	heads	 Sign	of	mourning;	glory	stripped	away	

	

	

Connection	to	Zechariah	14:12	
"And	this	shall	be	the	plague	with	which	YAHWEH	will	strike	all	the	peoples	
who	have	fought	against	Jerusalem.	Their	flesh	shall	rot	while	they	stand	on	
their	feet,	and	their	eyes	shall	rot	in	their	sockets.	And	their	tongue	shall	rot	in	
their	mouth."	

This	horrific	description	in	Zechariah	parallels	Ezekiel	7:18	and	connects	directly	to	
Revelation	19:15-21,	where	Yehoshua	returns	and	strikes	down	those	who	have	fought	
against	Jerusalem.	The	same	judgment	pattern	appears	across	prophetic	scripture.	
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Survivors	Like	Mourning	Doves	
"But	if	their	fugitives	shall	escape,	then	they	shall	be	like	doves	of	the	valleys	on	the	
mountains,	all	of	them	mourning,	each	one	for	his	iniquity"	(Ezekiel	7:16).	Even	survivors	
find	no	joy—only	mourning	for	their	sins.	They	flee	to	the	mountains	like	doves,	isolated	
and	lamenting.	We	see	“those	who	escape”	foreshadowed	in	Matt	25:41.	

Discussion	Questions	
4. Why	does	God	describe	the	physical	effects	of	judgment	in	such	detail?	

5. How	does	Ezekiel	7:18	connect	to	Zechariah	14:12	and	Revelation	
19:15-21?	

6. What	does	it	mean	that	even	survivors	will	mourn	like	doves?	

	

	

Part	III.	Silver	and	Gold	Cannot	Save:	Idolatry's	Final	
Worthlessness	
Summary	
Verses	19-22	describe	judgment	and	its	reasons.	The	first	two	verses	mention	imminent	
destruction;	the	third	refers	to	Rome's	sieges	in	70	AD	and	again	in	the	70th	Week	just	
before	Yehoshua's	return.	These	scriptures	also	depict	Earth's	desolation	at	Yehoshua's	
return,	resulting	from	human	idolatry.	The	phrase	"in	the	day	of	the	wrath	of	YAHWEH"	
connects	to	Joel	2	("the	great	and	terrible	day	of	YAHWEH")	and	Isaiah	24:6	("few	men	
left”).	

	

The	Day	of	YAHWEH's	Wrath	

Scripture	 Key	Phrase	

Ezekiel	7:19	 "In	the	day	of	the	wrath	of	YAHWEH"	

Joel	2:11	 "The	great	and	terrible	day	of	YAHWEH"	

Isaiah	24:6	 "And	few	men	left"	

Revelation	19:11	 Yehoshua	returns	in	judgment	
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Rejecting	the	Glory	of	YAHWEH	(Verse	20)	
"And	the	beauty	of	His	ornament,	He	set	it	in	majesty.	But	they	made	the	images	of	their	
abominations	and	of	their	hateful	things	in	it;	therefore,	I	have	put	it	to	them	as	an	impure	
thing."	

Judea	rejected	the	glory	of	YAHWEH	as	it	was	represented	in	the	temple's	ornate	beauty.	
The	value	wasn't	in	the	earthly	materials,	but	in	the	beauty's	illustration	of	His	true	glory	
and	His	love	for	His	firstborn	Israel.	Because	Judea	considered	the	temple	and	its	glory	to	
be	of	no	value,	He	will	give	the	heathens	the	earthly	value	of	the	temple	and	its	glory.	

Modern	Idolatry:	The	Example	of	France	2024	
I	use	France's	opening	day	of	the	2024	Summer	Olympics	as	an	example	of	turning	the	
Messiah's	last	supper	into	an	idol	of	idolatry	and	sexual	impurity.	Mankind	continues	to	
serve	gold	and	silver	idols,	and	the	same	spirits	behind	ancient	idolatry	operate	today	in	
different	cultural	forms.	

	

Key	Scripture:	Ezekiel	7:19-22	
"They	shall	throw	their	silver	in	the	streets,	and	their	gold	shall	be	an	impure	
thing.	Their	silver	and	their	gold	shall	not	be	able	to	deliver	them	in	the	day	of	
the	wrath	of	YAHWEH.	They	shall	not	satisfy	their	souls,	nor	fill	their	bowels,	
because	their	iniquity	has	become	a	stumbling-block	for	them."	

(Ezekiel	7:19)	

	

Discussion	Questions	
7. Why	will	silver	and	gold	be	worthless	in	the	day	of	God's	wrath?	

8. What	did	the	temple's	ornate	beauty	represent	that	Judea	rejected?	

9. How	do	modern	societies	turn	sacred	things	into	objects	of	idolatry?	
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Part	IV.	The	Chain	of	Judgment:	Binding	Themselves	to	
Destruction	
Summary	
The	inhabitants	of	Israel	in	the	sixth	century	BC,	as	well	as	the	nations	of	"the	people	of	the	
prince"	from	Genesis	6	to	Revelation	19,	have	made	their	chain.	The	people	make	their	
chains,	binding	themselves	to	the	bloody	judgments	of	righteousness	for	their	sin	of	
unbelief.	Every	generation	is	a	rebellious	generation.	"The	people	of	the	prince,"	whose	
father	is	the	devil,	will	do	his	works,	and	the	cities	of	the	world	are	full	of	violence.	

	

Making	the	Chain	

What	Is	the	Chain?	

• Self-imposed	bondage	through	unbelief	

• Each	sin	adds	a	link	to	the	chain	

• The	chain	binds	them	to	bloody	judgments	of	righteousness	

• Violence	fills	the	cities—"the	land	is	full	of	bloody	judgments.”	

• From	Genesis	6	to	Revelation	19—the	pattern	continues	

The	People	of	the	Prince	
"The	people	of	the	prince,"	whose	father	is	the	devil,	will	do	his	works.	This	refers	to	those	
who	follow	Satan,	the	prince	of	this	world.	They	execute	his	purposes	and	fill	the	earth	with	
violence	and	rebellion.	At	this	time	in	history	(verse	7:24),	Judea	is	to	reap	what	she	has	
sown:	the	heathen	destroying	the	heathen.	

Peace	at	Any	Cost:	Daniel	8:25	Fulfilled	
Verse	25	points	us	to	the	fulfillment	of	Daniel	8:25.	We	hear	the	chants	in	the	world	today:	
"peace	at	any	cost."	The	nations	of	people	will	sign	that	covenant	of	peace,	and	oh,	what	a	
cost	it	will	bear	as	it	brings	the	return	of	Yehoshua.	This	false	peace	precedes	the	final	
judgment.	

Key	Scripture:	Ezekiel	7:23-27	
"Make	a	chain;	for	the	land	is	full	of	bloody	judgments,	and	the	city	is	full	of	
violence.	And	I	will	bring	the	most	evil	of	the	nations,	and	they	shall	possess	
their	houses.	I	will	also	make	the	pomp	of	the	strong	to	cease;	and	their	holy	
places	shall	be	defiled.	Ruin	comes,	and	they	shall	seek	peace,	but	none	shall	
be."	
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(Ezekiel	7:23-25)	

	

Every	False	Teaching	Brought	Down	(Verse	26)	
"Disaster	on	disaster	shall	come,	and	rumor	to	rumor	shall	be.	And	they	shall	seek	a	vision	
from	the	prophet;	but	the	law	shall	perish	from	the	priest,	and	wisdom	from	the	elders."	

Every	false	teaching	and	every	lie	meant	to	appease	the	flesh	will	be	brought	down.	When	
judgment	comes,	there	will	be	no	prophet	to	give	vision,	no	priest	to	teach	the	law,	no	
elders	to	offer	wisdom.	The	religious	system	that	led	people	astray	collapses.	

"I	AM"	Spoken	Three	Times	
In	verse	27	and	three	times	in	this	chapter,	Prophet	Ezekiel	speaks	the	commandment	from	
Exodus	3:14-15:	"I	AM."	Tell	the	people	"I	AM,"	to	whom	all	existence	belongs.	This	
declaration	of	YAHWEH's	eternal	nature	and	sovereign	authority	frames	the	entire	chapter.	
He	is	the	one	who	judges,	and	His	identity	as	"I	AM"	means	His	judgment	is	absolute	and	
final.	

Verse	 Declaration	

7:4	 "And	you	shall	know	that	I	am	YAHWEH"	

7:9	 "And	you	shall	know	that	I	am	YAHWEH	who	strikes"	

7:27	 "And	they	shall	know	that	I	am	YAHWEH"	

	

	

Discussion	Questions	
10. How	do	people	today	make	their	own	"chain"	through	unbelief?	

11. What	is	the	significance	of	seeking	"peace	at	any	cost"	before	
judgment?	

12. Why	does	God	declare	"I	AM"	three	times	in	this	chapter?	
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Part	V.	Practical	Application	
	

Recognizing	the	Patterns	Today	

For	Personal	Study	

• Recognize	when	"the	end"	is	repeatedly	proclaimed—God's	judgment	
is	perfect	and	complete	

• Understand	that	silver	and	gold	cannot	deliver	in	the	day	of	wrath	

• Identify	modern	forms	of	idolatry—turning	sacred	things	into	objects	
of	worship	

• Avoid	making	your	own	"chain"	through	persistent	unbelief	

• Remember	that	"I	AM"	is	sovereign—His	judgments	are	final	

For	Ministry	

• Proclaim	the	seven-fold	message	of	judgment's	completion	

• Warn	against	seeking	"peace	at	any	cost,"	that	leads	to	destruction	

• Expose	false	teachings	that	appease	the	flesh	

• Point	to	the	pattern:	586	BC,	70	AD,	and	the	coming	70th	Week	

• Declare	"I	AM"—the	eternal	authority	of	YAHWEH	

Reflection	Questions	
13. Are	there	areas	where	you	trust	in	"silver	and	gold"	rather	than	in	

God?	

14. How	are	you	making	or	breaking	the	"chain"	in	your	life?	

15. What	modern	examples	of	idolatry	do	you	see	around	you?	

16. How	should	believers	prepare	for	the	patterns	described	in	this	
chapter?	
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Part	VI.	Conclusion	
The	Perfect	Completion	of	Judgment	
Chapter	7	proclaims	"the	end	has	come"	seven	times—perfect	completion.	From	605	BC,	
when	Jeremiah	spoke	the	Word	of	Life	to	the	remnant,	to	586	BC,	when	judgment	fell	on	
those	with	unbelieving	hearts,	God's	timeline	unfolds	with	precision.	This	pattern	recurs	in	
70	AD,	when	Rome	destroys	Jerusalem,	and	will	recur	again	in	the	70th	Week	just	before	
Yehoshua's	return.	

When	Silver	and	Gold	Fail	
In	the	day	of	YAHWEH's	wrath,	silver	and	gold	become	worthless—thrown	in	the	streets	as	
impure	things.	The	temple's	ornate	beauty,	which	illustrated	His	glory	and	love	for	His	
firstborn	Israel,	was	rejected	by	Judea.	Because	they	valued	it	only	for	earthly	worth,	He	
gave	it	to	the	heathens.	Modern	idolatry	continues	the	same	pattern—serving	material	
wealth	and	turning	sacred	things	into	objects	of	impurity.	

The	Chain	of	Unbelief	
Every	generation	makes	its	chain—binding	itself	to	bloody	judgments	through	unbelief.	
"The	people	of	the	prince,"	whose	father	is	the	devil,	fill	the	cities	with	violence.	They	seek	
"peace	at	any	cost"	and	sign	covenants	that	bring	destruction.	At	that	time,	every	false	
teaching	and	every	lie	meant	to	appease	the	flesh	will	be	brought	down.	

"I	AM"	—	The	Final	Word	
Three	times	in	this	chapter,	Ezekiel	declares	the	name	from	Exodus	3:14-15:	"I	AM."	This	is	
the	God	to	whom	all	existence	belongs.	His	judgment	is	absolute	because	His	nature	is	
eternal.	When	He	strikes	(verse	9),	when	He	judges	(verse	27),	all	will	know	that	He	is	
YAHWEH—the	self-existent,	sovereign	God	who	holds	the	beginning	and	the	end.	

"Tell	the	people	I	AM,	to	whom	all	existence	belongs.”	

	

	

Appendix:	Key	Scripture	Cross-References	
The	Seven-Fold	"End	Has	Come"	

• Ezekiel	7:2	-	"An	end!	The	end	has	come	on	the	four	corners	of	the	
land"	

• Ezekiel	7:3	-	"Now	the	end	is	on	you"	

• Ezekiel	7:6	-	"An	end	has	come,	the	end	has	come"	
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• Revelation	19:11	-	Yehoshua	returns	in	judgment	

• Revelation	8:1	-	The	seventh	seal—half	hour	of	silence	

The	Day	of	YAHWEH's	Wrath	

• Ezekiel	7:19	-	"In	the	day	of	the	wrath	of	YAHWEH"	

• Joel	2:11	-	"The	great	and	terrible	day	of	YAHWEH"	

• Isaiah	24:6	-	"And	few	men	left"	

• Zechariah	14:12	-	Flesh	rotting	while	they	stand	

• Revelation	19:15-21	-	Yehoshua	strikes	the	nations	

The	Chain	and	the	Covenant	of	Peace	

• Ezekiel	7:23	-	"Make	a	chain"	

• Ezekiel	7:25	-	"They	shall	seek	peace,	but	none	shall	be"	

• Daniel	8:25	-	"By	peace	shall	destroy	many"	

• Daniel	9:27	-	The	covenant	with	many	

• 1	Thessalonians	5:3	-	"Peace	and	safety"	then	sudden	destruction	

"I	AM"	Declarations	

• Exodus	3:14-15	-	"I	AM	WHO	I	AM"	

• Ezekiel	7:4	-	"You	shall	know	that	I	am	YAHWEH"	

• Ezekiel	7:9	-	"I	am	YAHWEH	who	strikes"	

• Ezekiel	7:27	-	"They	shall	know	that	I	am	YAHWEH"	


