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3. Thyme, ants, and
butterflies can thrive.

1. Grass grows tall
without grazing.

2. szmg keeps the
grass short and open.

Saves
the Grassland |

—— How Habitat Was Restored ————

{ 1. Date

Modern conservation work

(3. Short Narrative

—
[2. Location |
Cotswolds commons
and reserves

Carefully managed grazing

keeps the grass short, warm,
and open enough for thyme,
ants, and butterflies. 3

4. Key Facts

- Short turf helps warm the soil

;

- Warm soil supports Myrmica
sabuleti ants
- Cattle and other grazing
animals help maintain habitat
—cefor

Traditional land management AW
can be a conservation tool,
not just farming history.

6. Interestinvgl'ﬁ-

Cows helped bring
back a butterfly.
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Traditional stone walls
and sheltered slopes

o e
Rolling limestone.
grassland habitat

Rich thyme and. ant
habitat for the
Large Blue

F R AR
’ 1 3. Short Narrative
1l
| stories of the Large Blue’s

| i)

Successful reintroduction
site by the 2000s

Ba . Toaam |
2. Location : |
Daneway Banks,

| Gloucestershire

Daneway Banks became
| one of the great success

return.

e

| - Limestone grassland reserve

| - Managed for thyme, ants,
and short turf

- Reported as holding the
world’s largest Large Blue
population as of 2019
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‘FS. Why It Matters

B e

| One restored hillside can

\ become globally important.

6. Interesting Fact |

| Alocal Cotswold reserve
| became famous in butterfly
| conservation.




" Rodborough

Common Returns

Large Blues bred
in captivity and,
57y

Short turf, witd. thyme
& marjoram provide
the perfect home.

i [ 2, Locati@]

Reintroduction
announced in 2020

Rodborough Common, z
Gloucestershire

| [3. Short Narrative

After around 150 years,
the Large Blue returned to
Rodborough Common
through a major conservation .
partnership. e

; 4. Ke; Facts

- Butterfly had been absent
for generations

~ Habitat was restored
before release

~ Project involved conservation
groups and land managers s

e e

15. Why It Matters |
Historic landscapes can
regain lost wildlife when
restoration is done
carefully.

e S
6. Interesting Fact
The butterfly returned to
a Cotswold hillside after
a century and a half, 5
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Research & Recovery: A Path Back
| 2. Study Thyme

1. Observe Ants ’\ 3. Record Habitat 4. Plan & Reintroduce

e e’

Find and. un/usldn/ ‘ En;urz nectar pﬁnls Reintroduce butterflies
Myrmica sabuleti | thrive for adults | soil, and microclimate | from source populations
colories. | and habitat. conditions ot the right sites.

1. 10012 - J°
\ The Scientists
| Behind the Comeback

J

(= =
E 1. Date
Late 20th century onward

2. Location 4

Britain and Europe

3_. Short Narrative

The Large Blue’s return
was not luck — it came
from decades of ecological
research and careful
reintroduction planning.

Key Facts J

- Researchers studied ants, plants, gx‘

grazing, and microclimate ¥

~ Continental European butterflies

helped restart British populations \\

T orabee s ot N
for species recovery

! 5 Why It] Matters

Good science can turn
conservation from

ﬁ. Interesting Fact
The solution was not ‘release
" more butterflies' — it was

rebuild the right world __~
around them. ,
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o A Whole Ecosy stem &
oy Comeback

Restoring More Than One Butterfly
"1 Date |

21st century

2. Location
Restored Cotswold &
grasslands

13. Short Narrative
| b
Restoring habitat for the
Large Blue also helps other
wildflowers, insects, and
grassland species.

s S

’ 4. Key Facts

- Limestone grasslands are
rare habitats

- Restoration benefits more
than one species

- Butterfly recovery signals
wider habitat health

{5. Why It Matters 1-,:\
Saving one famous species 3

can protect a whole living
landscape.

FEETT TS
16. Interesting Fact |
The Large Blue became

an ambassador for
forgotten grasslands.

Ants and s)mrt,
warm turf

Wildflowers and
pollinators
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A Symbol of Hope*

The Large Blue’s Conservation Legacy

b =
(3. Location]
2. Location
Cotswolds, Britain
o

s

The Large Blue’s return is
one of Britain’s best examples |
of bringing a lost native

species back through patience,
research, and habitat care. <22

| EKey Facs)

- Once extinct in Britain

managed sites
= Still needs protection and
monitoring

{5. Why It Matters|

=

- F This is a rare conservation
A g Hope for the Future ~-- story with a hopeful ending —
e e e ~ but only if the habitat
oy L 2 remains protected.

| e .

' 6. Interesting Fact

| The butterfly’s comeback
i\depends on people continuing

to manage the land
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| | Grasslands were restord. || Witdife returned.
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