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A HISTORY OF

DUBLIN...

From Gaelic Ford to Modern Capital




THE TWO EARLY
SETTLEMENTS

DATE: Before c. 841 CE
LOCATION: Ath Cliath and Dubh Linn, River Liffey

Before the Vikings, communities grew around a hurdle-built
river crossing and a dark tidal pool where the Poddle met the Liffey.

KEY FACTS

o Ath Cliath means “Ford of the Hurdles.”
¢ Dubh Linn means “Black Pool.”
® Both names survive in Dublin’s identity.

WHY IT MATTERS

These settlements gave Dublin both its Irish and English names.

INTERESTING FACT
The Irish name for Dublin is Baile Atha Cliath.
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"VIKING DUBLIN
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DATE: c. 841-1014
LOCATION: Wood Quay and the River Liffey

Norse settlers transformed Dublin into a fortified port
linking Ireland with Britain, Scandinavia, and continental Europe.

KEY FACTS

e A longphort was established around 841.
e Crafts included metalwork, leatherwork, and shipbuilding.
e Dublin became a major trading center.

WHY IT MATTERS
The Viking port laid the foundations of Dublin’s urban growth.

INTERESTING FACT
Wood Quay excavations uncovered Viking houses, streets, and tools.
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¢+ THE BATTLE OF

CLONTARF =
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DATE: 23 April 1014
LOCATION: Clontarf, north of Dublin |

Brian Boru’s forces defeated an alliance that included
Dublin, Leinster, and Viking warriors, but Brian was killed.

KEY FACTS
® The battle was fought on Good Friday. |
® Dublin remained a Norse-Gaelic town afterward.

e It was not simply a war of Irish against Vikings. |

WHY IT MATTERS

Clontarf reshaped Irish power and became a powerful national legend.

INTERESTING FACT

Brian Boru was probably in his seventies when he died.
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THE NORMAN CONQUEST =

DATE: 1 170-1204
LOCATION: Medieval Dublin

Norman forces captured Dublin in 1170, and the city became
the chief center of English government in Ireland.

KEY FACTS

e Henry II arrived in Ireland in 1171.
o Stone walls enclosed the medieval city. -
e Dublin Castle was ordered in 1204. i

WHY IT MATTERS

Norman rule changed Dublin’s government, defenses, and architecture.

|
INTERESTING FACT | |

Part of Dublin Castle’s medieval Record Tower still survives.
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DUBLIN AND THE PAL

DATE: 13th-15th centuries
LOCATION: The walled city and surrounding Pale

As English power contracted, Dublin remained the fortified
heart of the territory governed under English law.

KEY FACTS

e City gates controlled trade and entry.
e Guilds shaped urban commerce.
e The Black Death reached Dublin in 1348.

WHY IT MATTERS

Dublin became a frontier capital between overlapping cultures.

INTERESTING FACT

The Pale gave rise to the phrase “beyond the pale.”
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" TUDOR DUBLIN
AND REFORMATION

| DATE: 1530s-1603
LOCATION: Dublin Castle and the cathedral quarter

The Tudor monarchy used Dublin to extend royal government
and Protestant reform across Ireland.
KEY FACTS
® Monasteries were dissolved.
® Church lands and property were confiscated.
® Most Irish people remained Catholic.

WHY IT MATTERS
| Religious and political divisions deepened for generations.

‘ INTERESTING FACT
Christ Church and St Patrick’s became Protestant cathedrals.
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