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The Florida Gator Tale 
Newsletter of the Florida Chapter of  

the Motorcycle Sport Touring Association 

Volume 10 Issue 2 

Feature Article 
Smith’s Fort Plantation – Virginia 

By GAS GUY, Garden City, Michigan 

[Ed: This article was originally posted by GasGuy on the AdvRider discussion forum under ‘Ride 
Reports - Day Trippin‘ on 1/26/2017.  It has been slightly abbreviated and edited for 
publication.  All photos by the author unless stated otherwise.  Click on images for larger 
photos.  Visit author’s website for further articles and photos.]  

This single post highlights an interesting point-of-interest while 
exploring the coastal Virginia area; a brief history lesson also - after all, 
this region is where it all started for our young country. 

The story-and-a-half brick manor house that stands at the head of the 
trail was built sometime between 1751 and 1765. 

It was laid in Flemish bond brickwork and was home to Jacob Faulcon 
and his family. 

A gabled roof is accented with dormer windows. 

Its architectural significance lies in the interior where much of the 
original woodwork still exists.  This is the second time I have stopped by Smith’s Fort Plantation and 
unfortunately they were closed both times, so I have not had the opportunity to check out the interior. 

There is a lot of history in this area.  Captain John Smith’s old stomping grounds! 
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Time to ride back to the old fort site.  The sign is a bit 
of an exaggeration; just so happens, I’m on the right 
bike anyway. 

Earthworks: The two-foot high earthworks are 
considered the oldest English structure in Virginia and 
are all that remains of the fort. 

Not a whole lot left.  The site is really nice and 
secluded though - with a nice overlook. 

John Smith earned the title “Captain” serving with the 
Hapsburg cavalry along the contested border between 
the Austrian and Turkish empires.  Given his 
experience, Smith no doubt recognized that Jamestown 

was vulnerable to attack, particularly after exploring the surrounding terrain while trading with the Natives. 

In 1609, during his tenure as president of the colony, Smith built a defensive position here.  From this bluff 
above Gray’s Creek, the colonists could defend themselves from redoubts against the Algonquian Natives and 
the Spanish galleons some feared might come to drive them from the New World. 

According to Smith’s Generall Historie, he never 
completed the fort because he was called back to 
Jamestown when rats infested the corn supply. 

Upon John Rolfe’s marriage to Pocahontas in 1614, 
this tract of land was given to the couple by Powhatan. 

The Overlook: The bluff at Smith’s Fort overlooks 
Gray’s Creek, which provided a perfect view of 
visitors - invited or not. 

For a moment, my mind drifted 
off - way back in time - before 
this land was tamed ... and I 
imagined hostiles approaching 
in canoes and .... 

Time to get down the road - so 
many places, so little time. 

The end. 

http://www.flmsta.org/
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SAFETY TALK 
IMPORTANT NOTICE: Ultimately, the safety of motorcycle riders and their passengers is their own responsibility.  Nothing 
presented in the column supersedes, negates or relieves a motorcyclist and/or passenger from assumption of personal responsibility 
for their actions and safety. 

Track Day is Here! 
The MSTA/COG sport touring track day is coming up soon.  On Friday, Feb 24th, we will have approximately 
50 riders at Jennings GP Raceway in north Florida.  Riders will be spending the day under the tutelage of Ken 
Condon, one of our industry’s most recognized professionals.  

The question is:  Will you be there?  If you are already registered, 
bravo!  If not, why not? 

First, the track day is only $150, plus a $10 gate entry fee.  For that 
you get an entire day on the track and in the classroom, working with 
one of our profession’s best and most knowledgeable instructors.  
Ken’s time is highly sought out, so we are excited that he is spending 
some of it with us! 

If you have never been on a track, now is the time to experience it, in 
a relaxed, fun for-mat.  “Run what you brung” is the name of the day.  
The only rule is no sport bikes for registered riders (You may see one 
or two of the instructors, under Ken’s guidance, on them, but that’s 
what they use on the track for training).  

JenningsGP is one of the best courses in the country for a new or first 
time track experience.  It is designed as a motorcycle-only, safe 
course, with training in mind.  It is out in the country, set in the 
woods and very private. 

Ken and his instructors will be working with groups and individuals 
on riding techniques designed to enhance your street skills.  This is 
not race day or competition.  This is about exploring your current 
riding level and working to expand it. 

On the other hand, if you are comfortable with your techniques and 
want to experience some faster fun, in a legal venue, this is your 
chance.  Stay safe, follow the track rules and you can have a blast, all 
day! 

Ken and his instructors will be there to help you setup your bike for 
track first thing in the morning.  They will familiarize you with the 
track and rules for safe track riding.  There will be groups working 
together on specific skills, and classroom time to really dive into the mechanics and physics behind the 
motorcycle dynamics.  Riding is fun.  Understanding why the motorcycle performs under various situations is 
even more fun, and adds both to your enjoyment and safety. 

Additionally, you can arrive the afternoon before and camp for free.  Power and inside, warm bathrooms and 
showers are available.  Nearby hotels are close (15 minutes), if you prefer a less rustic approach.  There will be 
a hot lunch provided at the track, during the lunch break.  Drinks and snacks are available all day. 

http://www.flmsta.org/
http://www.ridemsta.com/
http://www.jenningsgp.com/
http://www.ridinginthezone.com/
http://www.ridinginthezone.com/
http://ridemsta.com/mstaforums/general-discussion-37/mstacog-street-bikesport-touring-track-day-jennings-fl/msg11464
http://ridemsta.com/srblog/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/JenningsGP.jpg
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Florida MSTA riders will never have a better opportunity at such a fun and effective ride training day.  In 
addition to MSTA, the COG contingent is joining us, so we get the opportunity to make new friends and good-
naturedly pick on each other!  

Check the MSTA website for all the details.  Becky and I will be there the afternoon before, to welcome any 
early arrivals and campers, to get you settled in for the evening.  Come join us for an awesome day! 

Doug Westly – Safety Editor 
radmoto@hotmail.com 

 
For more details, discussion and registration information, see this forum thread on the MSTA National website. 
Description: We have a Street Bike/Sport Touring Track Day setup for February 24th, 2017 at Jennings GP 
Track (Rain or Shine).  Ken Condon of “Riding in the Zone” fame will be the facilitator.  We have 25 slots 
available on a “first come first serve” basis.  Dennis will start a waiting list for us if we fill all the slots. 
To Register: Send your name, address and email address plus a check for $150 made payable to MSTA.  A full 
refund is available if you need to cancel at least 30 days prior to the event.  
Mail to: 
Dennis Villarose, 32 Laurelcrest Lane, Travelers Rest, SC 29690  561-329-3257 

 
Skilled riders demonstrate these touring motorcycles in some amazing leans…  [Click images for sources.] 
 Triumph Trophy SE BMW R1200RT 

   
 BMW R1200GS Honda Goldwing GL1800 

   

http://www.flmsta.org/
http://www.ridemsta.com/
mailto:radmoto@hotmail.com?subject=Florida%20Safety%20Column
http://ridemsta.com/mstaforums/general-discussion-37/mstacog-street-bikesport-touring-track-day-jennings-fl/msg11464
mailto:president@ridemsta.com?subject=Jennings%20Track%20Day
https://conquestcarbon.com/the-triumph-trophy-se-bike-review/
http://bright-cars.com/photo/bmw-r-1200-rt/04/default.html
http://andyw-inuk.smugmug.com/keyword/track;r1200gs/
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/346355027562913563/
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Florida News 

South Director’s Report 

IS THERE ANY DOUBT ABOUT WHY FLORIDA HAS BEEN A TOP 3 STATE FOR POPULATION 

GROWTH FOR THE LAST 10 YEARS....  WELCOME TO THE SUNSHINE STATE!! 

Ok, the Jan. 7th Central Lunch ride was a little chilly, but the sun did shine!!  And one member 
did enjoy the uncrowded conditions at the Umatilla Inn and Restaurant that day...  But, by 
popular demand, we rescheduled the ride for the following weekend, (deja vu, all over again...) 
and this time, lots of riders made their way to a most enjoyable lunch event!!   

The Southie ride on Jan. 21st was enjoyed by 28 members and friends, under beautiful skies and perfect temps!!  
The Eastsiders rode the long way up and back to a new-to-us location, the 12A Buoy, in Ft. Pierce!  We had 
prepared the restaurant crew for 10-15...  8 early 
arrivers from Okeechobee had warmed them up; we 
pulled in with 10 bikes; and by the time we had all 
gathered, 28 hungry riders made our presence known 
at one end of their outdoor dining area!!  Kudos to the 
staff, as they made us feel most welcome and did a 
terrific job serving all of our needs!!  As the weather 
couldn’t have been any better, hardly anybody noticed 
how the time flew by!!  Most of the attendees chose a 
long route home as well.  A few of us stopped by the 
Indian Dealership in Stuart to catch the very end of their bike and car show.  Quite the showroom, with some 
truly beautiful rides!!  

And a big THANKS to our large crowd who pushed our 50/50 raffle to $66!  Another bigger THANKS to Jim 
Park, who donated his winnings back to the Club!!  That brings us to $1,008.50!!  

One last note about our ride:  We had a terrific surprise 
waiting for us at the Eastsider’s launch site...  Kevin 
and Deborah Healey made this lunch ride their maiden 
voyage on less than 4 wheels since their accident 
several years ago!!  They rented a Spyder 3-wheeler 
for the weekend.  Kevin relished the ride, though 3 
wheels never behave as 2.  But, to be in tandem with 
Deb behind, was a spectacle that many of us only 
dreamt would become a reality!  This was a huge step 
for both of them.  My words can’t come close to 
describing the emotions most of us felt that morning... 

Van VanSteelant 

Just a few of the bikes at 12 Buoy Photo: Don Moe 

Debbie & Kevin Healey with Can-Am Spyder Photo: Don Moe 

http://www.flmsta.org/
http://www.ridemsta.com/
http://www.12abuoy.com/
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What’s Next?? 
As I promoted last month, we have our RTE dates set for the whole of 2017!!  Realize that nothing is set in 
stone, and we have already moved an April date to accommodate the popular North Georgia Classic.  So, be 
sure to check our RIDES calendar often to insure you never miss one of our events!!   

For February, we start with the Central Lunch Ride on Feb. 11th!  Join Teresa and the Central Gang at Lake 
Harris Hideaway in Tavares.  The following week, Feb. 18th, the South Lunch Ride takes us to an old favorite.  
The Nav-A-Gator Bar & Grill in Arcadia has gone through some recent improvements, and the reviews indicate 
that a return visit is in order!!  I’ll be looking for a ride leader for this lunch, as I will be returning from a visit to 
my sister in Idaho that weekend. 

We close out the shortest month with a terrific day of fun and learning in Jennings, FL!!  The Street Bike/Sport 
Touring Track Day for the MSTA & COG will run all day on Friday, Feb. 24th!!  The promo flyer can be found 
in the Doug Westly’s safety column on page 3!  And, you can find all this info and more on our award-winning 
State website:  www.flmsta.org  

It’s not too early to be looking at March as well!!  We have three lunch rides and a 3-day weekend Just For Fun 
Event on the books!!  Look ahead, and make your plans and reservations NOW!! 

Membership News 
I’ll say this one more time...  My heartfelt THANKS to Don Moe for his efforts EVERY month to bring our 
Florida membership up to date with all the news about our new and renewing members!!  Don is part of a multi-
member team nationwide who have stepped up to wrestle the membership rolls into a lean, mean, manageable 
process!!  Believe me, they took on a hydra-headed monster and seem to have tamed the beast down to a 
human-friendly Pitbull!! 

Here’s what we know today... 

In January, we had one new member join the MSTA: Alan Miller in Bradenton.  Looks like we need to spread 
around a new batch of our Invitation To Ride quad-folds!! 

We thank the following Florida members for recently renewing their memberships: 
Frederick Blackall Jim Cavanagh Roger Spice 

These Florida memberships will expire soon: 
Chuck & Frances Headrick Ken & JoAnna Murray David & Leslie Noyes 

We urge all our members to renew their memberships and continue supporting the MSTA. 

Special Announcement! 
We have just released the link for our Florida State Storefront!!  Go to mstaflorida.qbstores.com.  We have 
made arrangements with the supplier for our National Gearbox to allow our State membership to buy shirts, 
hats, etc. with our State logos directly from the source!!!  No muss, no fuss!!  Order yours today!!   

They offer both embroidery and digital print options.  Click onto the Embroidered Apparel or Shop By Logo for 
each option.  Don’t hesitate to contact Queensboro directly with any and all questions.  They are very customer 
friendly.  

http://www.flmsta.org/
http://www.ridemsta.com/
http://www.lakeharrishideaway.net/
http://www.lakeharrishideaway.net/
http://nav-a-gator.com/
http://www.flmsta.org/
http://mstaflorida.qbstores.com/
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Random Ramblings! 
Check out the info about the Just-For-Fun Weekend in Ocala, happening just before Bike Weeks!!  I’ve heard 
that only 3-4 rooms have be reserved.  That leaves lots of room for many more of you!!  Act NOW to reserve 
your room, as the discounted rate expires on Feb. 24th!!  The hotel has been well chosen for its location and 
quality, as well as its proximity to several dining options all within walking distance!!  And the local riding in 
the area is a welcomed relief to what we have in South FL!! 

YOU ARE PLANNING ON ATTENDING STAR 2017 IN COLORADO (PDF), RIGHT...  The links for registration and the 
raffle bike are posted on the National site, in a recent email sent to all members nationwide, and right here!!  
Get ‘r done!!! 

Registration   http://www.planetreg.com/star2017 

2017 Honda Africa Twin   http://www.planetreg.com/mstaraffle2017 

There are several good reasons why the MSTA have held rallies in Colorado repeatedly over the decades...   
#1-Amazing riding!!  If you’ve never ridden west of the Mississippi River, you are in for a stunning 
experience!!  Join us for the fun!! 

Ride well!  Ride often!  Do it safely!! 

ATGATT VanMSTA Florida State Co-Director 

Central Director’s Report 

Central Florida Febuary Lunch Ride: 

Saturday, February 11th, 11:45 AM  1:30 PM, 

Lake Harris Hideaway 
11912 Lane Park Rd, 
Tavares, FL 32778 
352-343-3585 

Teresa Vipond, DeLand 
MSTA Florida State Co-Director 

http://www.flmsta.org/
http://www.ridemsta.com/
http://www.planetreg.com/star/star2017promo.pdf
http://www.planetreg.com/star2017
http://www.planetreg.com/mstaraffle2017
http://www.lakeharrishideaway.net/
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Member Comment 

Steve Evans, a member in Lake City, attended the lunch ride to Umatilla on January 7th and submitted this 
report by email on Sunday, January 8th. 

Good morning fellow riders.  I hope this Sunday morning finds you warm & comfy as up here in Lake City 
Florida, it is a warm 29 degrees & still going south & should hit at least 26 by sunrise. 

Just wanted to thank everyone for the wonderful time I had at the central lunch ride yesterday in Umatilla at 
the Umatilla Restaurant & Inn.  It was a beautiful ride down there from Lake City as I took all back roads & 
ended up doing from driveway to parking lot a distance of 144 miles one way.  When I started out at 10:00 
AM it was 42 degrees here in Lake City & on the way back (different route but again on all curvy back 
country roads) it warmed all the way up to 50 degrees & as I neared home, getting back at 3:45 PM, it was 
back down to 44 degrees.  Although it was overcast for most of my ride it was really beautiful riding 
weather & there was no traffic whatsoever to speak of.  Probably by 
Florida standards too cold for people to be out in.  The only rain I hit 
was a light sprinkle from Altoona to Umatilla which is a distance of a 
whopping 3 miles between cities. 

You can see by the attached pictures that as I pulled into the parking 
lot of the restaurant parking spaces were at a premium, but I was able 
to find a tiny space out front for my bike.  I remember being here 
before to meet, greet & eat with fellow MSTA riders so I eagerly 
went inside & found a place at the table.  I was able to get the 
waitress to take a picture of our group at the table they had set up for 
us.  If you’re wondering which one I am, that’s me 2nd in from the 
right sitting across from an empty chair. 

The food & service were good & the tales of riding were, as always, 
fun to listen to. 

I hope you enjoyed my report & also the pictures attached & a Happy 
New year to all. 

ATGATT - Steve Evans - Lake City Florida 

PS - The report was all for fun.  When I got to the restaurant, they advised me that the luncheon was 
cancelled on Friday.  Problem was no one advised me.  However, not to worry as I’m glad I wasn’t notified 
because if I had been I would have stayed home, inside the house and been miserable.  I am an outside 
person & that’s where I like to spend my time.  I’ve ridden in 3 snow storms & 18 degree weather so to me 
42 to 50 degrees is beautiful riding weather & as the old saying goes - “it’s not the destination - it’s the 
ride”.  And that’s what it was for me on Saturday.  Actually as I walked in & spoke to the waitress, I had a 
good laugh about the whole thing & I was happy I went for the ride.  I’m just one of these people that like to 
“bust chops” & so my report. :-)  Please don’t take it any other way than in a funny vein as I had a GREAT 
day. 

http://www.flmsta.org/
http://www.ridemsta.com/


9 of 15  The Florida Gator Tale 
February 2017 www.flmsta.org 

Florida Rides This Month 

Important Note 
Always remember to check the Florida MSTA Event Calendar and/or your email for updates on scheduled rides.  
Changes in times, dates, and especially locations are often out of our control and with short notice. 
 

MSTA Florida Central Lunch Ride 
When: Sat., February 11th, 12:00 PM  2:00 PM 
Where: Lake Harris Hideaway  11912 Lane Park Rd, Tavares, FL 32778  352-343-3585 (map) 
Description: This is a great place to start up the Florida riding season!  Check your maps as there are nice roads 

in all directions.  This place is tucked in among the cypress trees of Lake Harris with a beautiful 
view of the water.  Bike friendly with plenty of parking.  Come on...get out and ride! 

Contact: Teresa Vipond  termayn@gmail.com or 713-504-5763 
 
MSTA Florida South Lunch Ride 
When: Sat., February 18th, 12:00 PM  2:00 PM 
Where: Nav-A-Gator Bar & Grill, 9700 SW Riverview Cir, Arcadia, FL 34269  941-625-4407 (map) 
Description: We’re heading back to an old favorite!!  The new reviews look good, and it’s been a few years 

since we were here.  Join us for some real Florida flavor and atmosphere!!   
Contact: Van  busavan@flmsta.org or 561-386-2594 

Future Florida Rides 

Note that the future ride events are included to facilitate longer term planning.  The destinations and/or dates may be 
changed just before the ride dates.  Please check the Florida MSTA Event Calendar for possible updates. 

 

MSTA Florida Central Lunch Ride 
When: Sat., March 4th, 12:00 PM  2:00 PM 
Where: TBA 
Description: Place holder for the March lunch ride. 
Contact: Teresa Vipond  termayn@gmail.com or 713-504-5763 
 
MSTA Florida South Lunch Ride 
When: Sat., March 25th, 12:00 PM  2:00 PM 
Where: Lightsey’s Fish Co & Seafood, 1506 SE Parrot Ave., Okeechobee, FL  863-763-4276  (map) 
Description: Well, they have moved into new digs, and the place looks terrific!! Same attitude, same 

indoor/outdoor seating options.  Just lost the marina views... Bring your appetite! 
Contact: Van  busavan@flmsta.org or 561-386-2594 

http://www.flmsta.org/
http://www.ridemsta.com/
http://flahsta.org/events.htm
http://www.flmsta.org/rides-1.html
https://www.google.com/calendar/event?eid=aGVwNTFlMXFwaDRsdjdxMzZ0OHZzdWQyMTQgaDkzaGZtYm1vOHVndHAzZmdhc3A4cmJvYzBAZw&ctz=America/New_York
http://www.lakeharrishideaway.net/
https://www.google.com/maps/place/Lake+Harris+Hide+A+Way/@28.7720201,-81.7608676,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x88e796153ab4ccf1:0xdfa003202a7d8b34!8m2!3d28.7720154!4d-81.7586789
mailto:termayn@gmail.com
https://www.google.com/calendar/event?eid=NmFkYmthbTQ1MmRtbDRtamsyZXFmazBnczAgaDkzaGZtYm1vOHVndHAzZmdhc3A4cmJvYzBAZw&ctz=America/New_York
http://nav-a-gator.com/
https://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&q=Nav-A-Gator%20Bar%20%26%20Grill%2C%209700%20SW%20Riverview%20Cir%2C%20Arcadia%2C%20FL%2034269%2C%20USA
mailto:Busavan@flmsta.org
http://www.flmsta.org/rides-1.html
https://www.google.com/calendar/event?eid=dmQ1dHZvMmRyZjBmczU3NTczc2xoNGl0cGMgaDkzaGZtYm1vOHVndHAzZmdhc3A4cmJvYzBAZw&ctz=America/New_York
mailto:termayn@gmail.com
https://www.google.com/calendar/event?eid=dHJrZnVxMmxtcDEyNXByODc5dDhhOWw3bGMgaDkzaGZtYm1vOHVndHAzZmdhc3A4cmJvYzBAZw&ctz=America/New_York
https://www.yelp.com/biz/lightseys-restaurant-okeechobee-2
https://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&q=Lightsey%20Fish%20Co%20%26%20Seafood%2C%201506%20SE%20Parrot%20Ave.%2C%20Okeechobee%2C%20FL%2C%20United%20States
mailto:Busavan@flmsta.org
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Regional Events 

South Florida Winter Event - Feb 10-12, 2017 
When: Friday-Sunday, February 10-12, 2017 
Where: Dinner Island Ranch WMA, 26°29’51.0” N 81°07’34.5”W  (map) 
Description: This information was posted on the AdvRider forum.  (Not affiliated with MSTA.) 

S.E. FL Rides Winter Rally Feb 10th-12th 
Sponsored by Startron.  This is a NO FEE event.   
This is an adventure rally, best suited for large dual sport and adventure bikes.  Sun Pigs BBQ will 
be providing dinner at rally HQ Friday and Saturday and breakfast Sunday morning. 
Free camping is available at Dinner Island Ranch, first come first served. 
Camping is also available at nearby Okaloacoochee Slough State Forest for $10 per night, also first 
come first served.  Both are primitive campgrounds; there are vault toilets, but no water or power. 
Friday: early arrivals, campfire etc. 
Saturday: Adventure route arrive at rally HQ at 9am, riders meeting at 9:15. Kickstands up at 9:30. 
Sunday: Morning adventure route after breakfast. 
Further information and photos in the AdvRider message thread. 

MSTA/COG Street Bike/Sport Touring Track Day 
When: Friday, February 24, 2017 
Where: Jennings GP, 4960 NW Co Road 152, Jennings, FL 32053 386-938-1110  (map) 
Description: This info came from MSTA President, Dennis Villarose: 

We have a Street Bike/Sport Touring Track Day setup for February 24th, 2017 at Jennings GP 
Track (Rain or Shine).  Ken Condon of “Riding in the Zone” fame will be the facilitator.  
We have 25 slots available on a “first come first serve” basis.  
I will start a waiting list for us, once it’s filled.  A full refund is available if they cancel 30 days 
prior to the event. 
Please have our members send a check for $150, made payable to MSTA.  Please mail to my home 
address below. 

Dennis Villarose32 Laurelcrest LaneTravelers Rest, SC 29690561-329-3257 

Daytona Just-For-Fun Event in Ocala 
When: Fri-Sun., March 10-12, 2017 
Where: Quality Inn, 3434 SW College Road, Ocala, FL 352-854-3200  (map) 
Description: We have put together a GREAT weekend of fun and frolic for our members, far and wide!!  This is 

a great lead in to Bike Weeks!!  And, on the following Thursday, we have our MSTA Lunch Ride! 
Don’t delay in making your reservations, as this arrangement will expire sooner than you think.  
Read through the details below, secured by a couple of excellent planners!!  A big THANKS to 
them, and we’ll see you there!! 
Stay tuned for further event details and ride ideas... 
Room rates are greatly discounted for this time of year.  We have a block of 10 rooms at $99 a 
night, before taxes.  This includes a hot breakfast, heated pool, 24-hour fitness center, Wi-Fi 
throughout the hotel, and cookies and milk from 8:00-9:00 PM each evening.  

http://www.flmsta.org/
http://www.ridemsta.com/
http://advrider.com/index.php?threads/south-florida-winter-event-feb-10-12-2017.1197959/
http://myfwc.com/viewing/recreation/wmas/lead/dinner-island/things-to-do/
https://goo.gl/maps/HEh6khgdpGv
http://advrider.com/index.php?threads/south-florida-winter-event-feb-10-12-2017.1197959/
http://www.freshfromflorida.com/Divisions-Offices/Florida-Forest-Service/Our-Forests/State-Forests/Okaloacoochee-Slough-State-Forest
http://advrider.com/index.php?threads/south-florida-winter-event-feb-10-12-2017.1197959/
https://www.google.com/calendar/event?eid=dThjcGdpZTJyb2hhYmhvODdwYnZqaG5ocW8gaDkzaGZtYm1vOHVndHAzZmdhc3A4cmJvYzBAZw&ctz=America/New_York
http://www.jenningsgp.com/
https://maps.google.com/maps?q=Jennings+GP,+4960+NW+Co+Road+152,+Jennings,+FL+32053+United+States&hl=en
https://www.google.com/calendar/event?eid=dTJrZ2FoODRtYzhra3RkdmsxNXIwdTZodTQgaDkzaGZtYm1vOHVndHAzZmdhc3A4cmJvYzBAZw&ctz=America/New_York
https://www.choicehotels.com/florida/ocala/quality-inn-hotels/flc42
https://maps.google.com/maps?q=Quality+Inn,+3434+SW+College+Road,+Ocala,+Fl&hl=en
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We have protected the price ($99) for March 9th in the event that anyone from out of the area 
would like to arrive on Thursday for a good night’s sleep and an early start the next morning on 
Friday, the 10th.  
Keep in mind that not only are these dates at the start of Bike Week in nearby Daytona Beach, it is 
also the heart of our tourist season so rooms may start to disappear quickly.  Just call the telephone 
number above and reserve as soon as you know you can make it.  You can cancel 24 hours prior to 
the date of your reservation.  Any un-reserved rooms in the block of rooms will cancel on Friday, 
February 24, 2017.  Just refer to the MSTA block of rooms when you make your reservation. 

MSTA Daytona Lunch Ride 
When: Thurs., March 16, 2017 
Where: Brian’s Bar-B-Que, 795 N. Spring Garden Ave, DeLand, FL 32720  386-736-8851 (map) 
Description: We have a winner!!  We are moving our destination to DeLand this year.  Its proximity to the track 

allows you to make the most of the vendor activity AND enjoy a fantastic lunch with friends old 
and new!!  Plenty of room and great food!!   
And for those looking for a little Florida riding, Teresa and Tim will be leading a ride after lunch 
to points north and west of DeLand!!  They are local to the area, so you can be sure to enjoy the 
ride!! 
The Midway will open Friday, March 10th, and run through Saturday, March 18th. 
Racing goes on all week!!  Check out the activities for the 76th Annual Bike Week at 
DaytonaInternationalSpeedway.com 

http://www.flmsta.org/
http://www.ridemsta.com/
https://www.google.com/calendar/event?eid=dGNuN2hiazdhOGhncWRva2xuYnNlNjB1N2sgaDkzaGZtYm1vOHVndHAzZmdhc3A4cmJvYzBAZw&ctz=America/New_York
http://www.briansbbq.com/
https://maps.google.com/maps?hl=en&q=Brian%E2%80%99s%20Bar-B-Que%20Restaurant%20%26%20Catering%2C%20795%20N%20Spring%20Garden%20Ave%2C%20DeLand%2C%20FL%2032720%2C%20USA
http://www.daytonainternationalspeedway.com/Events/2017/Bike-Week-At-DIS/Bike-Week-At-DIS.aspx
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STAR 2017 

STAR 2017 – the annual rally of The Motorcycle Sport Touring 

Association (MSTA) will take place in Colorado Springs 

June 11-15, 2017 

 

STAR 2017 (our 35th anniversary STAR!) will be headquartered in the beautiful Hotel Eleganté, just off of 

Interstate 25, in southern Colorado Springs: 

 

Due to the usual heavy demand when we have a STAR in Colorado, the hotel is extending our special rate to 

cover dates before and after STAR. 

Online STAR 2017 REGISTRATION IS OPEN! 

www.planetReg.com/STAR2017 

http://www.flmsta.org/
http://www.ridemsta.com/
https://www.planetreg.com/star/starloc-1.htm
https://www.planetreg.com/star/starloc-1.htm
http://www.planetreg.com/STAR2017
https://i1.wp.com/ridemsta.com/srblog/wp-content/uploads/2016/11/2017STAR.jpg
http://www.hotelelegante.com/
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A few STAR 2017 Highlights 
 Spectacular 14,000 ft Pikes Peak only a short ride from the hotel. 
 Beautiful Garden of the Gods city park – another short ride. 
 Fabulous scenic mountain routes including rides to Independence Pass and Aspen, Cottonwood Pass, 

Mount Evans, Black Canyon of the Gunnison, Leadville, Rocky Mountain National Park – and more! 
Colorado Springs is in the nexus of Pike, San Isabel, Arapahoe, White River and Roosevelt National 
Forests. 

 Proximity to scenic wonders like the Great Sand Dunes National Park. 
 Superb dual sporting – close to the hotel – Rampart Range (the dual sport playground of the Front 

Range) and the Gold Belt Scenic Byway through Victor and Cripple Creek, plus more exciting dual 
sport venues. 

 Full support by one of Colorado’s premier motorcycle dealers, Apex Sports – just a short trip from the 
hotel. 

 A beautiful and vibrant downtown area a short distance away, with a diversity of night life. 
 Many nearby restaurants and micro-breweries, including the hotels own award-winning restaurant and 

bar. 
 Many museums and historical sites within and surrounding Colorado Springs. 
 Great shopping in Colorado Springs and Manitou Springs. 
 A climate that is very comfortable all summer. 
 Many, many non-riding sight-seeing venues like, Seven Falls, Royal Gorge, Pike Peak Cog Railway, US 

Air Force Academy, Cheyenne Mountain Zoo, Manitou Cliff Dwellings and more! If there ever was a 
STAR to bring the family to, this is it. 

 A very motorcycle friendly community. 

If you are on the MSTA email list you will get an email with a link to the registration site.  For those who prefer 
to register by mail, print out the registration form at this link and mail it in with your payment (check or CC): 
 ridemsta.com/srblog/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/Star-17-Application.pdf 

Can anyone attend? YES – You do need to be an MSTA member to attend, but your registration is discounted 
equal to a one year membership!  Contact us to get your discount code or if you have questions:  

 970-667-0460  
 hhemstreet@planetreg.com 

Want to know more about visiting the Colorado Springs area?   
 View photos: www.visitcos.com 
 Download the visitors’ brochure: www.visitcos.com/order-official-visitor-guide 

Want to talk about or plan with other members – join us on our MSTA STAR 2017 Facebook page: 
www.facebook.com/groups/cospringsstar 

http://www.flmsta.org/
http://www.ridemsta.com/
http://ridemsta.com/srblog/wp-content/uploads/2016/12/Star-17-Application.pdf
mailto:hhemstreet@planetreg.com?subject=STAR%202017
http://www.visitcos.com/
http://www.visitcos.com/order-official-visitor-guide
https://www.facebook.com/groups/cospringsstar/
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For additional Florida events and information, click here to see the Florida MSTA website’s Events page.  
The Florida MSTA chapter also has a presence on Facebook with upcoming events and past photos: click here. 

We welcome articles and comments from our members for publication.  Contact the editor at: editor@flmsta.org. 

The MSTA National website has extensive event information:  

 To join the MSTA or renew your membership: click here. 
 For the sanctioned events: click here.  
 For Just-For-Fun events in 2017: click here. 

National MSTA  ridemsta.com Florida MSTA  www.flmsta.org 

 

More Contact Information 
Don Moe 
Newsletter Editor 
300 N. Hwy A1A, Apt. J-206 
Jupiter, FL 33477 
561-346-1009 
editor@flmsta.org 

Paul ‘Van’ VanSteelant 
South Director 
217 S.E. 3rd Street Boynton 
Beach, FL  33435 
561-386-2594 
busavan@flmsta.org 

Teresa Vipond 
Central Director 
Deland, FL 
713-504-5763 
termayn@gmail.com 

Vacant 
Northeast Director 
 
 
 

 
ALL GRAPHICS WERE PROVIDED BY THE CREDITED AUTHOR, UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED. 

 

This month’s Mystery Hyperlink is related to the safety article. 

http://www.flmsta.org/
http://www.ridemsta.com/
http://www.flmsta.org/rides-1.html
https://www.facebook.com/FLMSTA/
mailto:editor@flmsta.org
http://ridemsta.com/srblog/
http://ridemsta.com/srblog/membership/
http://ridemsta.com/srblog/events/
http://ridemsta.com/srblog/just-for-fun-gatherings-2017/
http://ridemsta.com/
http://www.flmsta.org/
mailto:editor@flmsta.org
mailto:Busavan@flmsta.org
mailto:termayn@gmail.com
https://lifeatlean.com/motorcycle-track-training/
https://lifeatlean.com/motorcycle-track-training/
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CLA SSIF IED AD S  

2008 Suzuki DL 650 V-Strom 

8,000+ miles.  This bike is showroom. 
 GPS unit included with mounts 
 TWO sets of panniers are included.  They are 

not shown in the picture.  One is an OEM set of 
Panniers in Daytona Yellow to match the bike. 

 The other is a set of GIVI bags INCLUDING a 
Top Box!  Herb is including these FREE.  The 
brackets are modified on the bike so you can 
mount either set easily as needed. 

Price WAS $4,500 
Asking price is now only $3,800 

Offers considered.  
Call Herb Lozott directly at  

561-310-1563  
To find a buyer for your motorcycle items, please send your ad and pictures by email to editor@flmsta.org 

http://www.flmsta.org/
http://www.ridemsta.com/
mailto:editor@flmsta.org

