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Feature Article 

Moonshine Lunch Run 2018  

By Stephen Evans 

[Ed:  Steve submitted this article and the photos.  Many thanks to him for his article.] 

My game plan was to leave early Wednesday (April 11
th
) morning 

taking I-75 as far as Tifton, Georgia, followed by ALL back roads up 

to Casey, Illinois, and returning through Tifton back to Lake City 

Florida.  The way back would be somewhat different than the way up 

as I had some more out-of-the-way curvy/scenic back roads to ride.  

The only interstate I planned to be on would be I-75 from Lake City 

to Tifton and Tifton back to Lake City - a total of 210 miles in all. 

I wanted to get somewhere around Scottsboro, Alabama or 

Fayetteville, Tennessee for the night and the next morning take the 

Cave in the Rock Ferry across the Ohio River to Illinois Hwy 1 

northward to follow some back roads over to Casey, Illinois.  I would 

stay there on Friday and for dinner on Friday night, and on Saturday 

morning have a Moonburger before leaving about 10 or 11 AM for a two day ride home.  I believe this, with 

some give and take, is what I gathered Jim Park did according to his article in the May 2017 issue of this 

newsletter. 

As with any trip I plan, I have options that I try to do as far as beautiful back roads that are full of curves, hills 

and scenery.  If time and weather permit, I try to do them.  I had some excellent ones picked out for day one.  I 

was able to do all three of the ones I had picked out on the first day in Alabama and Tennessee.  It was a 

beautiful day with clear skies and a high of only 68̄ with no wind to speak of.  So I went out of my way to do 

some ñoption roadsò and ended up in Lewisburg, Tennessee with 608 miles for day one.  I found one to be like 

an extended Dealôs Gap and another to be somewhat like a miniature Cherohala Skyway.  They were all good. 

Day two started out great, but the winds really kicked in around 10 AM.  I was still on back roads and enjoying 

every single mile.  While I was still seeing Mom and Pop America, just outside of Marion, Kentucky and 12 

miles from the Cave in the Rock Ferry, I passed a sign that says FERRY CLOSED.  Well, I can read but I 

thought that Iôll go anyway just to see why.  I was also thinking that maybe, just maybe they had forgotten to 

take down the sign.  The sign ended up being correct as you will see by the attached pictures as the Ohio River  
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was WAY OVER its banks.  I had never called as I ñassumedò 

that it would be running but as I parked my bike at the waterôs 

edge and looked in the distance, I saw a water tower and a 

blinking red light which was likely the light on the dock, 

probably a half a mile away if an inch.  I have never seen any 

flooding like this first hand - always just on the news.  It was an 

unbelievable sight.  Even 100 miles north of the Ohio River, 

there was flooding in many creeks, small rivers and also farm 

fields - I found it amazing. 

At this point I had no idea which would be the shortest way to get across.  I turned around for Marion where I 

met another rider on an FJR at a gas station who had been there four times already and had a way planned 

around.  So I ended up riding with him.  He was from Niceville, Florida over 

on the gulf near Eglin Airforce Base.  He suggested that we ride up through 

Evansville on US 41 and cross some quite old wooden bridges across the 

Wabash River to see some other sights that heôd discovered in his travels up to 

Moonshine over the years.  So we did and also ended up stopping to see the old 

Mug Tree on Hwy 49 as well as at the Moonshine Store. 

By this time it was Thursday night and I was at the Dayôs Inn in Casey which 

is only 14 miles from the Moonshine Store after 464 miles for the day and 

1,072 for the two days.  However, there was a huge storm coming my way.  

Not only was it coming through Casey on Saturday morning but I would also 

have it the entire way home to Lake City on Sunday.  My first thought was to 

stay in Casey for the Friday night dinner and the actual function at the 

Moonshine Store on Saturday morning before leaving to hole up somewhere on Sunday and arrive home on 

Monday.  But that would not have worked out as I had a doctorôs appointment at 7:45 AM in Lake City on 

Monday that I must make and then on Wednesday I must go to the hospital in Gainesville for what looked like 

will be two days. (Heart issue) 

I had to make a choice and decided to go to the Moonshine Store 

on Friday morning at about 7:30 for a Moonburger and then head 

home.  It turned out to be the correct decision for me, as the 

weather I would have encountered anywhere coming home on 

Sunday was forecasted to be 3-5 inches of rain, winds 15 to 25 

with gusts to 40, severe thunderstorms with lighting and even 

some tornado warnings.  After I was safely home on Sunday, I 

not only checked the status of that storm on the weather channel 

but experienced it firsthand here in Lake City.  I realized it truly 

was a no-brainer to come home on Saturday.  It was as bad as the 

forecast said it would be. 

https://flmsta.org/
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It turned out very well.  When I arrived at the store early Friday, 

the only other people there were the local farmers - just as you 

see on Facebook or YouTube.  I sat right down with them and we 

all talked for about a half an hour before I even ordered my 

Moonburger with cheese.  I could not have had a better time 

being with these locals and also the lady who runs the place.  

After the locals left, she and I sat and talked for a while.  I would 

have never got to do this on Saturday morning.  To me it was 

special as I like to hear the stories that people have.  These folks 

were so refreshing vs all the BS people we see on the news every 

day.  In short - I had a GREAT morning.  I got one Moonburger with cheese, two T-shirts, two stickers and two 

fridge magnets and I was on my way at 10 AM.   

I took the back roads northeastward to I-70, east to Indianapolis, I-65 down to Louisville, I-64 over to 

Lexington and I-75 south.  I spent the night 10 miles north of Chattanooga which allowed me to get straight 

through Atlanta on a Saturday morning vs during Friday afternoon rush hour traffic - a world of difference.  

The only drawback on the trip home was taking all the interstates since I had to make time to beat the storm.  

However, all in all I had a wonderful trip and would not hesitate to go again.  Although this was scheduled to be 

the last Moonshine Lunch Run, riders will still continue to come on this date.  Everyone I talked to said the 

same thing.  The lady who owns the place told me that on any given Saturday during the summer they will serve 

at least 1,000 Moonburgers if not a few more.  She also said that the Labor Day Weekend is like a mini 

Moonshine Lunch Run.  Hint-Hint for all you MSTA members. 

Iôll leave you with this:  We should all be extremely thankful to live in Florida and have the roads we are 

blessed to have as the winters just beat the roads up north to death.  Bump after bump, pothole after pothole and 

tar-snake after tar-snake.  Night and day from down here. 

I hope everyone enjoys the story and pictures. 

EditorΩs Request: 

If you have ridden somewhere interesting at any time and would like to share with other riders your 

experiences and some photos from your journey, please contact me at editor@flmsta.org to discuss 

publishing an article.  I can offer assistance in preparing your article.  Thanks! 

https://flmsta.org/
http://www.ridemsta.com/
https://moonshine-run.com/
mailto:editor@flmsta.org
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SAFETY TALK 

IMPORTANT NOTICE: Ultimately, the safety of motorcycle riders and their passengers is their own responsibility.  Nothing 

presented in the column supersedes, negates or relieves a motorcyclist and/or passenger from assumption of personal responsibility 

for their actions and safety. 

It ôs Your Path  

Right now, Becky and I are in Ohio, working yet another motorcycle event.  We took time out for dinner and 

were sitting at the local chain dining establishment when it happened. 

As we were looking out the window at the parking lot, we saw a rider pull in, astride a (Not Further Identified) 

large, V-twin motorcycle.  You could tell he was a new rider.  Both feet were paddling at slow speed, he was 

looking downéall of the signals were there.  Then he tried to back his huge ñpotato-potatoò beast uphill into a 

parking spot.  That didnôt work for him; go figure.  Then he tried going forward, downhill.  He almost lost 

control as he tried to turn at the same time, still looking down at the pavement.  Look there long enough and you 

will go there.  He just managed to save it.  The drama went on until he managed to get his behemoth parked. 

There is a time and a place for everything and every motorcycle.  

Unfortunately, lots of riders either donôt understand the potential 

consequences of selecting the wrong motorcycle, or at least one that 

they are either not ready to handle, or physically canôt manage. 

This doesnôt just apply to the new rider, captivated by his purchase 

of the tool for entry into the bad boy lifestyle.  Iôve witnessed older, 

much more experienced riders struggling with larger, heavier bikes, 

just because they have an expectation to meet, either personal or 

community. 

So how do figure out what bike is right for you?  I am not about to touch that one, other than to say what the 

heart wants, it wants.  However, there are lots of signs pointing to selecting or riding the wrong motorcycle. 

The aforementioned event offers up just some of the signs.  Here are some more: 

¬ If you canôt put your bike on its center stand (if it has one), youôre on the wrong bike. 

¬ If come to a stop and are balancing on your tip toes, youôre definitely in the wrong dimension. 

¬ If youôve bought your bike because all your friends ride the same kind/brand/size, rather than considering 

what you really want to ride, you may be riding the wrong steed. 

¬ If you look longingly at another bike passing you by, and feel your mount is somehow inferior, you 

probably have not achieved motorcycling self-fulfillment. 

So what does all this have to do with safety?  Itôs actually very simple.  The wrong bike means you may not be 

comfortable with it.  You may be struggling to maintain control.  The motorcycle may have performance 

parameters you are either not comfortable with, or are even scared to experience.  This list again goes on. 

No one should tell you what you should ride.  Sometimes bigger is not better.  Sometimes simpler is more 

enjoyable.  You need to assess your own skills and riding desires, not just join the crowd. 

Motorcycling is about being one with the bike and the path.  If someone else wants to come along, thatôs fine, 

but itôs your journey.  

Choose wisely. 

Ride Safe! 

Doug Westly ï Safety Editor 

Graphic: RideApart 

https://flmsta.org/
http://www.ridemsta.com/
https://rideapart.com/articles/ask-rideapart-kind-motorcycle-buy
https://rideapart.com/articles/ask-rideapart-kind-motorcycle-buy
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Florida News  

South Director õs Report 

WELL , WELL , WELL ... THE BEST LAID PLANS OF M ICE AND MEN...  

As youôll read in Tomôs expanded report this month, not everything we planned for went as 

planned!!  But, we are a flexible bunch of road warriors, so we made the best of every 

situation!  With big smiles too!!  

As for me, I was fortunate enough to make it to the Central Lunch Ride.  We had a great time. 

(see above and the great pics on our PHOTO page!)  And then, I had to bail on the South Lunch Ride.  With my 

head swollen with a spring cold and congestion, I was in no shape to ride.  Being a flexible bunch, the South 

Ride was led by James, 

picking up riders along 

the way!!  And, you just 

have to hit our PHOTO 

page to see the drone 

pics from the Lone 

Cabbage Ride, courtesy 

of James as well!!  

Our two rides also netted two lucky winners of our 50/50 raffle!  Don Moe took home $35 from the Central 

Lunch Ride, and Budd Breheim picked up $28 from the South Lunch Ride!!  ñOurò half of $63 brings our total 

to $1004.00.  As always, I THANK  all of you who regularly contribute to our coffers.  

I had mentioned that we might see some additional billings from Go Daddy for our revamped website.  So far, 

nothing.  Weôll see over the next few months.  DRUM ROLL PLEASE...  I am happy to announce that we have 

released our NEW AND IMPROVED Florida website!!  A HUGE THANK YOU  to MSTA Member of 

Household and my significant other, Kim Longacre, for her expertise and hours of effort to convert our previous 

website onto Go Daddyôs new, more sophisticated platform.  The upgrade makes it far more friendlier for users 

of mobile devises.  So, check it out!!!  Just one note about the RIDES calendar.  The default display is the 

month-at-a-glance.  Click on the AGENDA  link, and you will find the familiar announcement page that we 

have had from day one. 

Whatôs Next?? 

Be sure to check our RIDES calendar often to insure you never miss one of our events!! FLMSTA.org  The 

Central Ride destinations and dates are now set through December!  The South Ride locations and dates are set 

for the year as well.  We have some new ideas and places in mind!!  Read on...  

On May 5
th
, the Central Lunch Ride heads to the Lake Harris Hideaway, on 11912 Lake Park Rd, in Tavares!!  

We have moved the start time to 11:30AM, to ensure we all sit together. This is a long standing favorite for us.  

If you havenôt been here before, (what??) join Tom and gang for a terrific lunch on the deck!!  

A week later, on May 12
th
, the South Lunch Ride will have an added attraction.  A fellow member 

recommended a side trip for us a while back.  We had to wait for the owner to move his collection into a new 

building.  So, for lunch, we make our way to Beef óOô Bradyôs, on 1105 Co Rd 765A, in Punta Gorda.  We 

want to get there a little early so we have extra time to make it to MUSCLE CAR CITY LLC , on 10175 

Van VanSteelant 

https://flmsta.org/
http://www.ridemsta.com/
https://msta.smugmug.com/MSTA-STATE-EVENTS/FLORIDA/i-nB3VM6v
https://msta.smugmug.com/MSTA-STATE-EVENTS/FLORIDA/i-Hc8FjWv
https://msta.smugmug.com/MSTA-STATE-EVENTS/FLORIDA/i-Hc8FjWv
https://flmsta.org/
http://www.lakeharrishideaway.net/
https://www.beefobradys.com/PuntaGorda
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Tamiami Trail, just a few miles from lunch!!  They offer plenty of beautiful cars from the glory days of ñmore 

power isnôt enoughò!!  We are talking about 200+ cars, trucks and more!!  

If you just want to drool over pretty bikes, plan to attend the 19
th
 annual Riding Into History Concurs Show!  

Thereôs simply too much info to share here...  Visit their extensive website for everything about this stunning 

show. RidingIntoHistory.org  

So, if you just donôt know what to do or where to go... you know what to do next... hit up our NEW 

WEBSITE ... FLMSTA.org  Yes, the address is the same, but the site has been ñremodeledò.  

Membership News 

I have caught up with the latest membership print outs.  I should have successfully culled the expired, and 

added the new members to my contact info.  If you are receiving the Gator Tale, but not my announcements, 

PLEASE email me asap to correct my files.  The last 12 months presented membership challenges for 

everybody in the Club.  Because of the tenacious efforts of the Membership Committee, we should be starting 

2018 with a clean slate and smooth riding!! 

My heartfelt THANKS  to Don Moe for his efforts EVERY month to bring our Florida membership up to date 

with all the news about our new and renewing members!! 

Hereôs what we know todayé  

No new Florida riders joined the MSTA in April. 

We thank these five Florida members for renewing their memberships in April: 

Alan Berry Rebecca DeShazo-Westly Doug Westly  

Frederick Christ Pete Kauk   

These six Florida memberships will expire soon or have recently expired: 

Douglas Christensen David Gerber Robert 'Bob' Shields  

Robert Fischer Michael Porter Ed Zaslow  

We urge all our members to renew their memberships and to continue supporting their MSTA.  If you have a 

question about when your membership expires, please contact me at membership@ridemsta.com.  Renewing or 

joining can be quickly and securely done online at PlanetReg.com/MSTArenew or PlanetReg.com/MSTAjoin 

respectively.  If you use a pre-printed form from STAReview or an ITR, be sure to mail it to Beth Hemstreet, 

5560 Stone Church Court, Loveland, CO 80537, and not to the address of a prior membership director. 

If you only want to update your phone, email, bikes, or other details, you can do so quickly via 

PlanetReg.com/MSTAupdate.  Please include enough unchanging information to assure the correct member is 

updated in the database. 

When you encounter a rider who would seem to be a good fit as a new MSTA member, please pass along one of 

our Invitation-To-Ride quad-folds!  For each new member you recruit starting in 2018 and who provides your 

name and/or membership number on the application, you will receive a coupon for a raffle ticket for the 

motorcycle drawing at STAR in Wisconsin.  STAR Bucks coupons have been discontinued and members still 

holding coupons should plan on redeeming them at rallies or other MSTA events before the end of 2018. 

Random Ramblings! 

I really hate being sick...  

STAR Registration and the Raffle Bike tickets are fully activated and ready for you!!   

Just do it, now!!  Read this article that appeared in STAReview #3604. (PDF) 

https://flmsta.org/
http://www.ridemsta.com/
https://ridingintohistory.org/
https://flmsta.org/
mailto:membership@ridemsta.com
http://planetreg.com/MSTArenew
http://planetreg.com/MSTAjoin
http://planetreg.com/MSTAupdate
http://ridemsta.com/srblog/star-2018/
https://docs.google.com/viewerng/viewer?url=http://ridemsta.com/srblog/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/STAR12018-Pages-from-STAReview3604Web.pdf&hl=en
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Tom Blake 

Be sure to check out all of the photos from this monthôs rides!!  Really...  We have several good photogs 

amongst us, and they are very willing to share their efforts with us.  Do them the honor of clicking through their 

collections and let them know how much you enjoy reliving the events... or that you wished you had simply 

joined the fun instead of whatever it was you were doing...............  oh yeah, at FLMSTA.org/photos 

Ride well!  Ride often!!  Do it safely!!! 

ATGATT Van 

MSTA Florida State Co-Director 

Central  Directorõs Report ð January 2018 

April kicked off with a ride to Don Joseôs Mexican Restaurant in Sebring.  Itôs a 

good area easily accessible by everyone but those north and northeast of Orlando.  

And for most, it entails miles of rural riding. 

Speaking of rural riding, I noticed two Honda CB500X adventure bikes in the 

parking lot with dust-coated, very aggressive dual sport rubber.  That was unusual.  

Turns out, Doug and Becky rode them from the Tampa area staying mostly off road the whole way!  How about 

that?  We are a diverse and talented group.  [All photos by Tom Blake.] 

Apparently, there was consternation among some of those arriving early about whether or not Don Joseôs was 

even going to open.  There were signs of construction work in the patio area and they still hadnôt opened by 

11:30.  Turns out they just donôt open until noon.  But as 

soon as they did open, our group of twenty were first in 

and we were all seated together, followed by a sizable but 

smaller Blue Knights group in the same room.  It did not 

take long for the whole place to fill up ï obviously, a 

popular spot. 

The place has a lot going for it.  First, itôs a colorful and 

attractive property.  The restaurant and the paved parking 

area are sizable.  Itôs on the lake with a great view.  They 

offer a menu to satisfy nearly all tastes.  The menus 

Don JoseΩs Mexican Restaurant ς Sebring, FL CB500XΩs 

All of our bikes with Lake Jackson in the background 

https://flmsta.org/
http://www.ridemsta.com/
https://flmsta.org/photos
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themselves were bound 

in embossed leather ï a 

notch above.  The food 

hit the spot and I 

thought the cooks and 

servers did a great job 

considering the huge 

crowd jamming in right 

from the get-go.  

Dining inside was fine, 

though a little noisy.  

All said, they treated us 

well.  The patio should 

to be available next 

time. 

Newsletter editor Don 

won the 50/50 and $35.  

The same went to Van 

to add to the clubôs 

coffers.  It looks like 

Van was at the top of 

the podium for the 

longest ride over at 206 

miles followed closely by Don M at 198 and tied for 3
rd
 were editor Don and Ray H at 188 each.  Thank-you all 

for coming.  I hope you enjoyed your ride and had as much fun as I did dining with friends. 

Looking ahead, on May 5
th

 the Central lunch moves to Lake Harris Hideaway, 11912 Lane Park Rd 

southwest of Tavares.  Since they donôt take reservations, the start time is moved up to 11:30 to get us ahead of 

the noon rush.  The
 
focus moves to the area west, north and east of Orlando.  Van has the south covered later in 

the month with a ride to Punta Gorda.  But if youôre up for it, south riders are certainly welcome.   

The Hideaway has been one of our more popular destinations over the years.  Itôs a motorcycle-friendly 

restaurant in a somewhat secluded setting on the Harris Chain of Lakes. They have a beautiful outside deck 

where you can sit and enjoy the serenity as well as the gorgeous water views.  Mark your calendar now and 

make plans to join us.  (map) 

Safe journeys, 

Tom Blake 

Yea, yea - the gangΩs all here 

https://flmsta.org/
http://www.ridemsta.com/
http://www.lakeharrishideaway.net/
https://www.bing.com/search?q=lake+harris+hideaway+tavares+fl&qs=n&form=QBLH&sp=-1&pq=lake+harris+hideaway+tavares+fl&sc=2-31&sk=&cvid=8973F5722980491C92C0BB7176F3AA28











