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Pagb:l:Feature Articgl e By Stephen Evans
PageiSafety Tal k
Pag®iFl ori da News [Ed: Steve submitted this article and the photddany thanks to him for his article.
Pag@&iMember Commen iy game planwas to leave early Wednesday (Apff) Itiornin
Padd&iFl orida MSTA[A garg? _ y y(pm g
Paglei Fl or i da Ri de g taking k75 as far as TiftorGeorgia followed byALL back roads up
PadldiFuture FI or i da C3deyllindis, andreturning through Tifton back to Lake City
Pade& Regi onal Eventh. .
PageMysteper Hy nk lorida The way back would be somewhat different than the way up
PadiediCl assi fied Adsaslhadsome more eaf-theway curvy/scenic back roads to ride.

Contact | nfor mat i| The onlyinterstate | plannéd be on would be-¥5 from Lake City
South Florida Dir¢g . . . . .
Van Van 5heed vaant @f | 1 Tlfgoln gnrd'é'lfton back to Lake City a total of 210 miles in all.
Central Fl orida Di
Tom Biltabk akel@cf | .|r Irwagtgdmto get somewhere aroqnd Scottsbélabama. or
Safety Editor: Fayetteville Tennessee for the nighhdthe next morningake the
Doug Weswiypgrdr @ms@aye fhthe Rock Fermgcross the Ohio Riveo lllinois Hwy 1
FI orida Gator Tal o
Don Mecitor @ | mst g .ngrthyardto follow some back roads over to Caskiinois. | would
stay there on Fridagind fordinner on Friday nightand onSaurday
morning havea Moonburger before leavirapout 10 or 11 AM for a two day ride homiebelieve thiswith
some give antiake, is what | gatheretim Parkdid according to hisrticlein the May 2017 issue of this

newsletter

As with any trip | planl have options tha try to do as far as beautiful back roads that are full of curves, hills
andscenery If time andweathempermit, | try to do them. | had some excellent ones picked out for day dne.
was able to do athreeof the ones | had picked out on the fisty in AlabamandTennesseelt was a

beautiful day with clear skiemnda high of only 68 with no wind to speak ofSo | went out of my way to do
somefioption roadé andended up in Lewisburg ennessee with 608 miles for day ondound one to bdike

an extended De@ Gapandanother to be somewhat like a nainireCherohala SkywayThey were all good.

Day two started out grediut the winds really kicked in around AB/. | wasstill on back roadandenjoying

every single mile.While | wasstill seeing MomandPop Americajust outside of MarionKentuckyand12

miles from the Cave in the Rock Ferhpas®da sign that says FERRY CLOSEMell, | can read but |
thoughtthat I6 | lanygay just to see whyl. wasalso thinking that maybe, gt maybe theyhadforgottento

take down the signThe sign ended up being correct as you will see by the attached pictures as the Ohio Rivel
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was WAY OVER its banksl hadnever called asfassumed
that it would be running but as | parked my bikehat wateés
edgeandlooked in the distancé saw a water towesinda
blinking red light whichwas likelythe lightonthe dock
probably a half a mile away if an inchhave never seen any
flooding like this first hand always just on the newst wasan
unbelievable sightEven 100 miles north of the Ohio River
there wadlooding in many creeks, small riveasidalso farm
fields- | found it amazing.

At this pointl had no ideawhichwould bethe shortest way to get acrodgurnedaround for Maion wherel
met another rideon an FJRat a gas station who ideen therdour timesalreadyandhada way planned
around. So | en@édup riding with hm. He was from Niceville Florida over

on the gulf near Eglin Airforce Basdie suggestdthat we ide up through
Evansville on US 4Andcross someuiteold wooden bridges across the
Wabash Riveto see some other sights thatihdiscovered in his travels up to
Moonshineover the yearsSo we dd andalso enédup stopping to see the old
Mug Tree on Hwy 4%s well asat theMoonshineStore

By this time 1 was Thursday nighandl wasat the Dags Inn in Casey which
is only 14 miles from the Moonshir&toreafter464 miles for the dagnd
1,072 forthetwo days. However, therewasa huge stormcoming my way
Not onlywasit coming through Casey on Saturday morning baouild also
have it the entire way home to Lake City on Sunddly. first thoughtwas to
stay in Casey for the Friday night dinrserdthe actual function at the
MoonshineStoreon Saturday morningefore leavingo hole up somewhere on Sundagdarrive homeon
Monday. But thatwould not haveworkedout as | hd a doctoés appointment at 7:48M in Lake City on
Monday that Imust makeand theron Wednesday inustgo to the hospital in Gainesville for what lcaalike
will be two days. (Heart issue)

| had to make a choicanddecided to go to the Moonshistore
on Friday morning at about 7:36r a Moonburger anthen head _
home. It turned out to be the correct decision for me, as the §,
weather | would have encountered anywhere coming home o
Sunday was forected to be 3 inches of rain, winds 15 to 25 |
with gusts to 40, severe thunderstorms with lightingeven
some tornado warningdAfter | wassafelyhome on Sunday
not only checkedhe status othat storm on the weather channe
but experienced firsthandhere in Lake City | realized ittruly
was a nebrainer to come home on Saturddywas asbad aghe
forecastsaid it would be.
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It turned out very well When | arrived at the store early Friday
the only other people there were the local fagrgust as you
see on Facebook &fouTube | sat right down with therandwe
all talked for about a half an hour before | even ordered my
Moonburger vith cheese.l could not have had a better time
being with these locaBndalso the lady who runs théege.

After the locals leftsheandl satandtalked fora while | would
have never got to do this @aturday morning To me it was
special as | like to hear the stories that people habese folks
were so refreshing vs all the BS people we seth@mewsvery
day In short- | had aGREAT morning. | got one Moonburger wh cheese, twd-shirts, two stickerandtwo
fridge magnetand | wason my way at 1AM

| tookthe back roadsortheastwardo I-70, east to Indianapoli$-65 down to Lotsville, 1-64 over to
Lexingtonandl-75 south.| spent the night 10 miles north Ghattanoogavhich allowed me to get straight
through Atlanta on a Saturday morningdeging Friday afternoon rush hour traffica world of difference.

The only drawbaclkn the trip home watskingall the interstatesincel had to make time to beat the storm.
However all in all I had a wonderful trigndwould not hesitate to go agaiilthough this was scheduled to be
the lastMoonshine Lunch Rurriders will still continue to come on this datéveryone | talked to said the

same thing.The ladywho owns the place told me that on any given Saturday during the summer they will serv
at least 1,000 Moonburgers if nmfew more. She also said that thebor Day Weekend like a mini

Moonshine Lunch RunHint-Hint for all you MSTA members.

Idl leave you with this We should all be extremely thanktal live in Floridaandhave the roads we are
blessed to have as the wirggust beat the roads up north to dedlmp after bump, pothole after pothaled
tar-snake after tasnake. Night andday from down here.

| hope everyone enjoys the st@mydpictures.

Editor@ Request:

If you have ridden somewhere interesting at tamg and would like to share with other riders your
experiences and some photos from your journey, please contacedime®flmsta.ordo discuss
publishing an article. | can offer assistance in preparing audiste. Thanks!
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SAFETY TALK

IMPORTANT NOTICE: Ultimately, the safety of motorcycle riders and their passengers is their own responsithldgthing
presented in the column supersedes, negates or relieves a motorcyclist and/or passenger from assunpgtisonal responsibility
for their actions and safety.

It & Your Path

Right now, Becky and I are in Ohio, working yet another motorcycle eWettook time out for dinner and
were sitting at the local chain dining establishment when it happened.

As we were looking out the window at the parking lot, we saw a rider pull in, astride a (Not Further Identified)
large, \Atwin motorcycle. You could tell he was a new rideBoth feet were paddling at slow speed, he was

l ooking downéall e.fThtelme hei gmdlesd wep ebtatctke thilse ahsutg e
parkingspotT hat di dnoét wo r Kherfhe tried gainghforwagdy downhillelalmest lost

control as he tried to turn at the same time, still looking down at the pawebook there long enough and you
will go there. He just managed to save ithe drama went on until he managed to get his behemoth parked.

There is a time and a place for everything and every motorcycle m M%
Unfortunately, | o mderstamd the poteshtelr M@ M@
consequences of selecting the wrong motorcycle, or at least ONl g

they are either not ready to&™=

This doesnét just apply to t;
of the tool for entry into th bad boy lifestylel 6 ve wi t n <®’ <
much more experienced riders struggling with larger, heavier bl e
just because they have an expectation to meet, either personal =
community.

So how do figure out what bike is right for yoliam not about téouch that one, other than to say what the
heart wants, it wants-However, there are lots of signs pointing to selecting or riding the wrong motorcycle.

Graphic:RideApar

The aforementioned event offers up just some of the sigese are some more:
- I f you c abnidkte pount iytosurcenter stand (if it has o1l
- I f come to a stop and are balancing on your ti

- I f youdbve bought your bike because ahahcogsaering f r
what you really want to ride, you may be riding the wrong steed.

- If you look longingly at another bike passing you by, and feel your mount is somehow inferior, you
probably have not achieved motorcycling galfillment.

So what does alhis have to do with safety? t 6 s a c t u a | Theywromngebikeymeans yop rhag not be
comfortable with it. You may be struggling to maintain contrdlhe motorcycle may have performance
parameters you are either not comfortable with, or are eardto experiencelhis list again goes on.

No one should tell you what you should rid@ometimes bigger is not betteésometimes simpler is more
enjoyable. You need to assess your own skills and riding desires, not just join the crowd.

Motorcyclingis about being one with the bike and the pdttk. s omeone el se wants to
but i1itdéds your journey.

Choose wisely.
Ride Safe!
Doug Westlyi Safety Editor
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Florida News

South Director & Report
WELL, WELL, WELL ... THE BEST LAID PLANS OF MICE AND MEN...

As youdl read in Tonds expanded report this month, not everything we planned for went ¢ y
planned!! But, we are a flexible bunch of road warriors, so we made the best of every
situation! With big smiles too!!

As for me, | was forturte enough to make it to the Central Lunch Ritiée had a great time. V& Vansteela

(see above and the great pics onHOTO pagh And then, | had to bail on the South Lunch Ridith my
head swollen with a spring cold and congestlon | was |n no shape tdedw a flexible bunch, the South
Ride was led by James, > : . g '
picking up riders along
the way!! And, you just
have to hit our PHOTO
pageto see tharone
pics from the Lone
Cabbage Ride, courtesy
of James as well!!

Our two rides also netted two lucky winners of our 50/50 rafid@n Moe took home $35 from the Central
Lunch Ride, and Budd Breheim picked up $&8n the South Lunch Ride!fOurd half of $63 brings our total
to $1004.00 As always, ITHANK all of you who regularly contribute to our coffers.

| had mentioned that we might see some additional billings from Go Daddy for our revamped wsb§ite.
nothing. Wedl see over the next few month®RUM ROLL PLEASE... | am happy to announce that we have
released oulEW AND IMPROVED Florida website!! A HUGE THANK YOU to MSTA Member of
Household and my significant other, Kim Longacre, for her exgeedtind hours of effort to convert our previous
website onto Go Daddy new, more sophisticated platformihe upgrade makes it far more friendlier for users
of mobile devises.So, check it out!'! Just one note about the RIDES calendéne default dis@y is the
monthat-a-glance. Click on theAGENDA link, and you will find the familiar announcement page that we
have had from day one.

What& Next??

Be sure to check our RIDES calendar often to insure you never miss one of our &evi8T'A.org The
Central Ride destinations and dates are now set through DecemieB8outh Ride locations and dates are set
for the year as wellWe have some new ideas and places in miféad on...

On May 8", the Central Lunch Rideeads to théake Harris Hideaway on 11912 Lake Park Rd, in Tavares!!
We have moved the start time1t:30AM, to ensure we all sit together. This is a long standing favorite for us.
If you haverd been here before, (what??) join Tom and gang for a terrific lunch on the deck!!

A week later, on May 12 the South Lunch Ride will have an added attractidriellow member
recommended a side trip for us a while badke had to wait for the owner to mokies collection into a new
building. So, for lunch, we make our way BeefQ6Bradyés, on 1105 Co Rd 765A, in Punta Gord&le
want to get there a little early so we have extra time to maké/ittx8 CLE CAR CITY LLC , on 10175
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Tamiami Trail, just a few miles from lunchThey offer plenty of beautiful cars from the glory day$igfore
power isi@t enougld!! 4= We are talking about 200+ cars, trucks and more!!

If you just want to drool over pretty bikeslan to attend the ¥@nnual Riding Into History Concurs Show!
Therdés simply too much info to share hereVisit their extensive website for everything about this stunning
show.RidingIntoHistory.org

S0, if you just dod know what to do or where to go... you know what to do next... hit uplBuy
WEBSITE... FLMSTA.org Yes, the address is the same, but the site hasfbe@ndeled.
Membership News

| have caught up ith the latest membership print outisshould have successfully culled the expired, and
added the newnembers to my contact infdf you are receiving the Gator Tale, but not my announcements,
PLEASE email me asap tmrrect my files.The last 12 monthpresented membership challenges for
everybody in the ClubBecause of theenacious efforts of the Membership Committee, we should be starting
2018 with a clean slate and smooth riding!!

My heartfet THANKS to Don Moe for his efforts EVERY month to bgrour Florida membership up to date
with all the newsabout our new and renewing members!!

HereGs what we know todag
No new Florida riders joined the MSTA in April.

We thank tlese five Floridamembes for renewng their membershipin April:

Alan Berry RebeccdeShazeWestly Doug Westly
Frederick Christ Pete Kauk

These six Florida membershgwill expire sooror have recentlyexpired
Douglas Christensen  David Gerber Robert'Bob’' Shields
Robert Fischer Michael Porter Ed Zaslow

We urge all our members to renew their memberships and to continue supporting their MgduAhave a
guestion about when your membership expires, please contactmendiership@ridemsta.conkenewing or
joining can be quickly and securely done onlin@ainetReg.com/MSTArenewr PlanetReg.com/MSTAjoin
respectively If you use gre-printedform from STAReview or an ITR, be sure to mail it to Beth Hemstreet,
5560 Stone Church Court, Loveland, CO 80537, and not to the addegssafmembership director.

If you only want to update your phone, emhikes, or other details, you can do so quickly via
PlanetReg.com/MSTAupdaté’leasdanclude enough unchanging information to assure the correct member is
updated in the database.

When you encounter a rideha would seem to be a good fit as a new MSTA member, ptessealong onef
our InvitationTo-Ride quaefolds! For each new member you recrsiartingin 2018and who provides your
name and/or membership number on the application, you will recemgpanfor araffle ticketfor the
motorcycle drawing at STAR in WisconsisTAR Bucks coupons have been discontinuedraedhbers still
holding coupons should plan on redeeming them at rallies or other MSTA events before the end of 2018.

Random Ramblings!
| really hate being sick...

STAR Reqistration and the Raffle Bike tickets are fully activated and ready for you!!
Just do it, now!! Read this articléhat appeared in STAReview #36(RDF)
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Be sure to check out all of the photos from this méntldes!! Really... We have several good ploais

amongst us, and they are very willing to share their efforts witlibasthem the honor of clicking through their
collections and let them know how much you enjoy reliving the events... or that you wished you had simply
joined the fun instead of whater it was you were doing............5= ohyeah, aELMSTA.org/photos

Ride well Ride ofteh! Do it safely!!

ATGATT Van
MSTA Florida State Cdirector

Central Director & Report d January 2018 / i

April kicked off with a ride toDon Josés Mexican Restauranin Sebring. I a
good area easily accessible by everyone but those north and northeast of Orl
And for most, it entails miles of rural riding.

Speaking of rural riding, | noticed two Honda CB500X adwves bikes in the . )
parking lot with dustcoated, very aggressive dual sport rubber. That was unusual. Tom Blak
Turns out, Doug and Becky rode them from the Tampa area staying mostly off road the wholéomagbout
that? We are a diverse and talented grgapphotos by Tom Blake.]

CB500% o ' ‘Don Jos& Mexiban Restauram Sebrihg, FL

Apparently, there was consternation among some of those arriving early about whether or not ®ava3ose
even going to open. There were signs of construction work in the patio area and they stithjpekd by
11:30. Turnsout they just do@ open until noon. But as
soon as they did open, our group of twenty were first in
and we were all seated together, followed by a sizable t
smaller Blue Knights group in the same room. It did not
take long for the whole place to filpi obviously, a |
popular spot.

The place has a lot going for it. Firstsita colorful and

attractive property. The restaurant and the paved parki
area are sizable. @Gt on the lake with a great view. They
offer a menu to satisfy nearly all tastéEhe menus All of our bikes with Lake Jackson in the backgrdun
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themselves were bounc
in embossed leathéra
notch above. The foodg
hit the spot and |
thought the cooks and
servers did a great job
considering the huge
crowd jamming in right
from the getgo.

Dining inside was fine,
though a little noisy.
All said, they treated us
well. The patio should
to be available next
time.

Newsletter editor Don
won the 50/50 and $35.
The same went to Van
to add to the cluis
coffers. It looks like
Van was at the top of
the podium for the
longest ride over at 206
miles followed closely by Don M at 198 and tied fét8ere editor Don and Ray H at 188 each. Thymi all
for coming. | hope you enjoyed your ride and had as much fudidgdining with friends.

Looking ahead onMay 5" the Central lunch moves take Harris Hideaway, 11912 Lane Park Rd

southwest offavares Since they dod take reservations, the start time is moved uplt80to get us ahead of
the noon rush. THecus moves to the area westytin and east of Orlando. Van has the south covered later in
the month with a ride to Punta Gorda. But if geuup for it, south riders are certainly welcome.

Yea, yea the gand2 all here

The Hideaway has been one of our more popular destinations over the y@aasndtorcyte-friendly
restaurant in a somewhat secluded setting on the Harris Chain of Lakefalkey beautiful outside deck
where you can sit and enjoy the serenity as well as the gorgeous water Marksyour calendar now and
make plans to join usimap)

Safe journeys,
Tom Blake
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