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Feature Article 

Getting To Know You 
By Stephen Evans 

[Ed:  Edited for publication.  Photos by author. Contact Stephen at sl.evans@comcast.net]  

Just like taking a new girl out for a dinner date, thereôs no better way 

to get to know your new motorcycle than to take her up into the 

mountains.  On the way up youôre have time on the interstate, and 

once there in the mountains, it will be all twisty and curvy roads with 

elevation changes thrown in just for added fun.  Youôll find all you 

need to know about how she handles, leans, brakes, accelerates, 

decelerates and where the red line is (the Super Ténéré doesnôt have 

an actual ñred lineò).  The Honda NC700X (1 of 2 bikes) that I traded 

in on her didnôt have one either.  Youôll also find out your true gas 

mileage which is amazing on this bike.  Interstate mileage (75 mph - 

85 mph) was 46 to 48 mpg.  In the mountains keeping high revs in 

2
nd

, 3
rd
, or 4

th
 gears while tearing up the curves or riding long 

straights mainly in 5
th
 gear (it has 6), it was 53 - 54 mpg.  All this with a 6.1 gallon gas tank makes a rider very 

happy. 

After I purchased this new 2018 Yamaha Super Ténéré ES three months ago, I rode up into the north Georgia 

Mountains on April 1
st
 for a quick three-day trip and was able to ride so many of the good roads (i.e. TN Hwy 

68, Cherohala Skyway, Deals Gap (Dragon), Foothills Pkwy, Little River Road, and BRP).  On May 2
nd

 I went 

back up there again for a more extended ride.  My goal was to 

meet up with three friends for the BMW Mountain Rally held in 

Hiawassee, Georgia every year.  I met one of them (Ken) up in 

Georgia at 6 AM and we rode straight up I-75 thru Atlanta and 

Dahlonega to Two Wheels of Suches arriving at about 12:30 PM.  

We took a short break and then proceeded to hit all the best that 

north Georgia had to offer.  From Suches we took Hwy 60 up to 

Morganton, returned back thru Suches on 60 to US 19 and 

headed north.  US 19 joins US 129, going up and over Blood 

Mountain which has some really good sweepers up to Hwy 180 
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(Wolf Pen Gap Road) where we took a left to come back to 

Suches.  We did the loop for a second time going further north 

and took Hwy 180 east.  This allowed us to connect with Hwy 

348 (Richard B. Russell Scenic Hwy) down to Hwy 75 and into 

Helen.  We caught Hwy 356 on the outskirts of Helen over to 

Hwy 197 which took us north up to US 76 and then west into 

Hiawassee where we had lodging at the Lake Chatuge Lodge 

located on Lake Chatuge, right next to the fairgrounds and the 

rally headquarters.  Before checking in Ken and I stopped at a 

restaurant just a block away from the hotel for some wings and a 

couple of soda pops.  Climbing back on my bike, I completely 

forgot about the hotel (1 block away) and just started riding west, not only passing the hotel but straight out of 

town.  The next thing I know, I see a sign that says Young Harris (the next town) six miles and Ken is beside 

me blowing his horn telling me to go back.  I was really enjoying that ride, however, it was decided later that 

evening that I could no longer have any soda pops BEFORE 

check-in as who knows where I would end up.   Later that 

evening we met up with our two other partners in crime 

(brothers) Eugene and Larry for a few more soda pops (in the 

safety of our hotel room) to discuss our riding plans for the next 

day. 

Probably 95% of all Saturday mornings, Iôll be in Lake Park, 

Georgia (50 miles north) having breakfast with 15 to 25 other 

guys.  They range in age from 58 to 85 with the 85 year old just 

retiring from racing (KTM 390), and yes, he was a national 

champion in his age group.  Most of them are BMW riders and 

members of BMWMOA; others are members of a local group called Oleô Spokes (gotta love that name) and 

still others are members of COG and ride the Kawasaki Concours motorcycle.  Not only am I a member of 

MSTA but also a member of BMWMOA and COG, allowing me to meet more people and to attend more 

rallies, which works out really well for me.  This year I attended a BMW rally at Camp Blanding, FL; the BMW 

rally in Hiawassee, GA; in June the MSTA ñSTARñ in Bristol, VA; in July the MSTA regional at Big Lynn 

Lodge in Little Switzerland, NC; in August it will be the Road Runner event in Snowshoe, WV; and the COG 

rally at Two Wheels in Suches, GA during September (that I go to every year) called ñRun with the Wolfñ. 

Thereôs a huge music hall located on the fairgrounds that was the meeting place on both Friday and Saturday 

nights.  On Friday they had all-you-can-eat chili and on Saturday night they had ñcook your own steakò along 

with a live band, which was all included in the registration price of $55.00.  If youôre interested in this rally you 

can contact the President of the BMW M/C of Georgia Susan Benson at 678-576-6376. 

Over the next two days, Eugene, Larry, Ken and I did our very best to tear up all the roads we could in the 

North Georgia Mountains.  Larry and Gene, BMW riders forever, have been going to this rally for almost 20 

Lake Chatuge from the lodge 

LČR: Larry , Gene and Kenny 
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years straight and thus were able to take Ken and me on some roads that I didnôt know of.  As many times as 

Iôve been up there, I thought I knew them all.  Since Larry has some racing experience and Gene, Ken and I   

have all done track days, so to say we rode at a very spirited pace would be an understatement.  I would drag a 

foot peg now and then on the Super Ténéré which was a surprise to me being the type of bike it is.  Gene rides a 

R1200RS, Larry a R1200RT, and Ken a K1300GT.  We had to stop at around 2 PM on Saturday as a storm was 

moving thru.  All in all we had a wonderful time of riding and some great BBQ for lunch.  When Sunday 

morning came, my three riding companions started heading back to the Valdosta area and we say our good-byes 

as Iôm heading north for more curves and fun.  They left at 8 and I at 9 with all of us in full rain gear.  The 

storm that morning was moving NE, as was I, and it was a large one.  I had plans to stay in a very old and 

beautiful B&B in Damascus, VA that night and it rained all day up until I was about 15 miles from Damascus.  

In fact it stopped when I was at the Shady Valley Country Store in Shady Valley, TN.  The good news is that I 

was completely dry as the gloves, rain gear and boots all worked. 

I had a wonderful route picked out to do from Hiawassee to Damascus that Sunday and it was everything I 

knew it would be, but riding was slowed down due to the rain.  I left Hiawassee on US 76 East which has some 

very nice curves over to US 441 North up to US 23/US 74 over to I-40 and Exit 50/US 25 which put me on the 

Blue Ridge Pkwy.  From there it was the BRP over to Little Switzerland and Hwy 226 North up to Bakersville 

where I caught Hwy 261 up into Tennessee where it becomes Hwy 143, on past Roan Mountain to Hwy 19E 

which took me over to Elk Park and Hwy 194 to US 421 

North up to Shady Valley.  From there it was Hwy 133 

North up to Damascus and the Mountain Laurel Inn 276-

475-8822 owned by Drew and Kathleen.  I canôt say 

enough about these people and this place; Kathleen is the 

perfect hostess.  The house, which sits on three acres, is 

over 100 years old with workmanship that is unbelievable 

being done in a bygone era with all hand tools.  The house 

is very beautiful as are the furnishings; be sure to stay for 

her breakfast and to say ñhiò to JoJo, the family dog, who 

is also a sweetheart. 

A wild antique store thatôs like a Man Cave with a caboose that can be rented overnight 

Black Bear Creek Antiques along US-76 near Clayton, GA 

Mountain Laurel Inn in Damascus 
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A funny story here, one of which I donôt have to tell, but will 

anyway.  Iôm in nasty weather but still decide to take the Roan 

Mountain route which because of the elevation becomes even 

nastier.  Itôs really raining and has even become a little foggy.  I 

park my bike for a photo in front of the Carvers Gap sign (base of 

Roan Mtn).  As I dismount, some small rocks placed there as a 

landscape border cause me to trip and fall over one of the rocks.  

If that wasnôt enough, as I get up I trip over another rock and go 

boom again.  Please note here that Iôm in full riding gear with a 

rain jacket, pants and helmet and thus not only look like the 

Michelin Man (in yellow and black) but also move somewhat 

like him.  Now Iôm lying on my back looking up at the rain remembering how athletic and coordinated I was in 

my youth and wondering whatever happened.  At this point Iôm thinking of that commercial where they say - 

ñHelp, Iôve fallen and I canôt get upò.  Upon getting up, and more importantly remaining up, I looked around to 

see how many people were pointing at this idiot, but there was no one there.  Itôs always good to laugh at 

yourself and thatôs exactly what I did.  I guess you really had to be there.  

Itôs now Monday May 6
th
 with cool temperatures (high 50ôs) and 

clear and beautiful skies with no chance of rain today.  My 

lodging tonight will be at the Lafayette Hotel in Marion, Ohio 

740-373-5522, which is located right on the Ohio River and 

decorated in a Riverboat theme.  So itôs Hwy 91 North out of 

Damascus, VA up to US 11 and over to Marion where I catch 

Hwy 16 North from Marion to Tazewell and beyond.  The stretch 

of Hwy 16 from Marion to Tazewell is called the Back of the 

Dragon and is 33 miles long with 438 curves of all kinds 

stretching over 3 mountains.  This will be my 3
rd

 time going from 

south to north.  In a few days Iôll be doing it for the 1
st
 time from 

North to South, but more on that later.  Continuing on past Tazewell up to US 52 West, I ride up thru West 

Virginia and across the Ohio River into Ohio, where I catch Hwy 

7 known as the Ohio River Scenic Byway.  Please allow me go 

back here for a minute to say that even beyond Tazewell, Hwy 16 

is still full of curves as are parts of US 52; it was really good 

riding.  The sad part here is that both of those roads take you thru 

some very poor areas of West Virginia where people are 

struggling to make ends meet as seen by their living conditions 

and the small towns in general.  It made my heart sad and at the 

same time made me appreciate how lucky I am and have been in 

life.  But now itôs Hwy 7 along the Ohio River and Iôm working 

Carvers Gap where I couldnôt seem to stand up. 

I t was a really funny moment 

Ohio River at morning 

Lobby of the Lafayette Hotel 
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my way north thru Gallipolis, a beautiful little town with a gorgeous and very well maintained city park right on 

the Ohio River.  It has a walkway along the river with big shade trees, monuments for our Veterans and plaques 

about the townôs French heritage.  The Bob Evans Farm (of restaurant fame) is located just outside of town.  On 

towards Little Hocking where the fun will really begin as I break off of Hwy 7 to ride some of Hwy 555, 

affectionately known as the ñTriple Nickelò.  Hwy 555 is one of nine roads in SE Ohio known as the ñWindy 9ò 

(Windy9.com), which Ohio says has close to 1,000 miles of pavement to ride.  Although they advertise to use 

Athens, Ohio as your base, Marietta only 50 miles away works very well also.  Iôve ridden seven of the nine and 

trust me here, theyôre all good with Hwy 555 my favorite.  So itôs Hwy 555 north up to Ringgold where I catch 

Hwy 78 (both are part of the Windy 9) over to McConnelsville and Hwy 60 back down into Marietta.  It was an 

excellent way to finish off an already great day of riding. 

Tuesday, May 7
th
, is once again cool (high 50ôs), sunny and clear with no chance of rain.  Iôm out of Marietta 

on Hwy 26 East which runs along the Little Muskingum River and thru the Wayne National Forest.  Without a 

doubt, they could call it the Windy 10 and add this Hwy 26 to the group - a wonderful road with beautiful 

scenery.  In Woodsfield, I catch Hwy 78 over to Hwy 7 again and itôs up and over the river on Hwy 872 into 

Moundsville, WV where it changes to Hwy 2.  I follow US 250 South, which is full of some really nice curves, 

but unfortunately itôs also full of some large slow moving trucks.  Add to that the fact that some areas of US 

250 are in dire need of repaving, making it not the riding experience I was looking for.  However that was all on 

the northern part out of Moundsville.  Once further south near Cameron, the trucks were gone and the pavement 

was better.  I stayed on US 250 thru Hundred, Philippi and into Elkins.  (On another trip, I took Hwy 7 from 

Hundred west to Veto, then Hwy 20 back east to US 19 to Hwy 131 to US 50 East, back to US 250 making for 

a wild and crazy loop.)   

At this point my original plan was to stay on US 250 as I wanted to end up in Covington, VA for the night and 

to do sections #2 and #1 (in that order) of the MABDR.  However after talking to four riders from North 

Carolina at the BMW Rally (that had been off-road there), I was advised not to do it for two reasons:  1) I did 

not have the correct tires as mine were still the stock ones, which are 90/10 or 80/20 at best and I should have 

50/50;  2) by the time I got to the MABDR my tires would have over 7,200 miles on them so the tread would be 

quite worn and not good at all for mud/dirt.  The last time I was really riding off-road on a dirt bike, I was in my 

early twenties after getting out of the Army.  Thus I took their advice and changed my plans in Elkins.  I now 

Plaques in a park on the river in Marion, Ohio outside of the Lafayette Hotel 
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