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Pade& FIl or i da MSTA | Ausplike taking a new girl out for a dinner date, tier® better way
Pad& FEl ori da Rides ;
5 LT B e = Lo o 50 gﬁtitgc}<réo¥your new moto[cycle tha.n to take hgr up into the
Pad& Regi onal Ev e npimeuntains. Onthe way up y@a have time on the interstate, and
Pad&a Mystery Hypel bicdtkereinthe mountairswill be all twisty andcurvy roads with
Pad& Classified Ads . o ,

.| elevation changes thrown in just for added fun. &dind all you

Contact I nformat.

South Florida Dir d needtoknow about how she handles, leans, brakes, accelerates,
Van Van Bl lesed vaamt@f || ngfe¢eferatenidwhere the red line is (the Super Téndresid have
Central iFrleaotidra: D N .
Tom Biltebk @k el @cf | . |r dnactyafired lined). TheHonda NC700X1 of 2 bikes) that | traded

Safety Editor: in on her didd have one either. Ydllalso find out your true gas
= 'ID %ur % dv‘:f SG“N; tvnoq rr d ;-;@?15 Fhile%é’emwhich Is amazing on this bike. Interstate mileage (75 mph
Don Medcitor @f | mst g 85 mph)was 46 to 48 mpgn the mountains keeping high revs in
2" 39 or 4" gearswhile tearing up the curves or riding long

straights mainly in 8 gear (it has 6)t was 53- 54 mpg. All this with a 6.1 gallon gas tank makes a rider very
happy.

After | purchased this ne®018 Yamaha Super Ténéré thEeemonths agpl rodeup into the north Georgia
Mountains on April I for a quickthreeday tripandwas able to ride so many of the gaodds(i.e. TN Hwy

68, Cherohala Skyway, Deals GdRragon), Foothills Pkwy, Little River RoadndBRP) On May 2 | went
back up there again for a more extended ride. My gaaltey ™
meet up with thre&iends for theBMW Mountain Rallyheld in
HiawassegGeorgia every year. | met one of them (Ken) up ing
Georgia at 6 AMandwe rode straight up 75 thru Atlantaand  §
Dahlonega tadwo Wheels of Sucheariving at about 12:30 PV

north Georgia had to offer. From Suches we took Hwy 60 upy
Morganton returned back thru Suches on 60 to U& %8
healed north. US 19 joins US 129, goingandover Blood

Mountain which has some really good sweepers up to Hwy 1{ Kennydsand my bikes at Suches
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(Wolf Pen GafRoad) where we took a lgft come back to
Suches Wedid the loop for a secortdne goingfurther north
andtook Hwy 180 east. This all@d us to connect with Hwy
348 Richard B. Russell Scenic Hygown to Hwy 75 andhto
Helen. We caught Hwy 356 on the outskirts of Helen over to
Hwy 197 which took us ntin up to US 7@&ndthen west into
Hiawassee where we had lodging atlth&e Chatugé.odge
located orLake Chatige right next to the fairgroundsndthe
rally headquarters. Before checking in Kardl stopped at a
restaurant just a block away from the hdtelsome wingsanda
couple of soda pops. Climbing back on my bikeompletely
forgot about the hotell(block away)ndjust started riding west, not only pasgsthe hotel but straight out of
town. The next thing | know see a sign that says Young Harris (the next t@wniniles andKen is beside
me blowing his horn telling me to go back. | was gealijoying that ride, however, it was decided later that
evening that | could no longer have any soda pops BEFORE W 4

Lake Chatuge from the lodge

checkin as who knows wherewould end up. Later that
evening we met up with our two other partners in crime
(brothers) EugenandLarry for a few more soda pops (in the
safety of our hotel room) to discuss oigling plans for the next
day.

Probably 95% of all Saturday morninddl be in LakePark
Georgia (50 miles north) having breakfast with 15 to 25 other
guys. They range in age from 58 to 85 with the 85 year old | '
retiring from racing (KTM 39Q)andyes he was a national LG R Larry , Geneand Kenny
champion in his age group. Most of them are BMW rideic

memlers ofBMWMOA ; others are members of a local group calldeb Spokeggotta love that namend
still others are members GfOG andride the KawasakConcouranotorcycle. Not only am | a member of
MSTA but also a member of BMWMOANdCOG, allowingme to meet more peopdadto attend more
rallies which works out really well for me. This year | attended a BMW rally at Camp Blandinghé& BMW
rally in Hiawassee, &; in June the MSTAISTART in Bristol, VA, in Julythe MSTA regional aBig Lynn
Lodgein Little Switzerland NC;in August it will be theRoad Runneeventin SnowshoeyWV; andthe COG
rally at Two Wheels in Suche&A during September (thagb to every year) calleiRun with the Wolii.

Therds a huge music hall located on the fairgrounds that was tegngelace on both FridaandSaturday
nights. On Friday they had ajfou-caneat chili andon Saturday night they hadook your own steakalong
with a live bandwhich wasall included in the registration price of $55.00youde interested in thiglly you
can contact theresident of the BMW M/C of Georgia Susan Benson at57@86376.

Over he next two days, Eugene, Larry, Kamd| did our very best to tear up all the roads we could in the
North Georgia Mountains. LargndGene, BMW riders forever, have been going to this rally for almost 20
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e thatés like a Man Cavewith boose thatan berented overnight
Black Bear Creek Antiques along US76 near Clayton, GA

years straightndthus were able to take Kemdme on sme roads that | dighknow of. As many times as

I6ve been up theré thought | knew them allSinceLarry has some racingkperienceandGene, Kerand|

have all done track dayso to say we rode at a very spirited pace would be an understatement. | would drag a

foot peg nowandthen on the Supdrénéréwhich was a surprise to me being the type of bike it is. Gene rides a

R1200RS, Larry &1200RT, andKen aK1300GT. We had to stop at around 2 PM on Saturday as a storm was

moving thru All in all we had a wonderful time of ridirghndsome great BBQ for lunchWhenSunday

morning @ame, my threeriding companionstartedheading back to the Valdosta aseadwe say our goodbyes

as Bm heading north for more curvaadfun. They left &8 andl at 9 with all of us in full rain gear. The

storm that morning was moving NE,\aasl, andit was a large one. | had plans taysin a very oldand

beautiful B&B in Damascus, A that nightandit rainedall day up until | was about 15 miles from Damascus.

In fact it stopped when | was at tBaady Valley Countrtorein Shady Valley,TN. The good news is that |

was completely dry as the gloves, rain gaattboots all worked.

| had a wonderful route picked out to do from Hiawassee to Damascus that 8nddayas everything |

knew it would be, but riding was slowed down due to the rain. | left Hiawassee on US 76 East which has son
very nice curves over to US 441 North up to US 23/US 74 oved@@hdExit 50/US 25 which put me on the

Blue Ridge Pkwy. From there it was the BRP over to Little SwitzedadHwy 226 North up to Bakersville
where | caught Hwy 261 up into Tennessdere it becomes Hwy 143, on p&sian Mountairto Hwy 19E

which took me over to Elk PadgndHwy 194 to US 421
North up to Shady Valley. From there it was Hwy 133 -
North up to Danascusandthe Mountain Laurel Inr276- By
4758822 owned bYrew andKathleen | cand say
enough about these peopledthis place Kathleen is the
perfect hostess. The house, which sitshoeeacres, is
over 100 years old with workmanship that is unbelieva
being done in a bygone era with all hand tools. The hogs
is very beautiful as are the furnishinge sure to stay for
her breakfasandto sayfhioto JoJo, the family dog, who §&
is alsoa sweetheart. ‘

Mountain Laurel Inn in Damascus
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A funny story here, one of which | darhave to tell, but will

anyway. @m in nasty weather but still decide to take the Roar e EL&a;ggﬁiT
Mountain route which because of thlevation becomes even B i CHEROKE
nastier. I6s really rainingandhas even become a little foggly i S Wina Pt S
park my bike for a photo in front of the Carvers Gap sign (bas
Roan Mtn) As I dismount, some small rocks placed there as
landscape borderause meo trip andfall over one of the rocks.
If that wasi@t enoughas | get up | trip over another roakdgo
boom again. Please note here tigat ih full riding gear with a
rain jacket, pantandhelmetandthus not only look like the
Michelin Man (in yellowandblack) but alsanove somewhat
like him. Now Bm lying on my back looking up at the rain remembering how attdeticcoordinated | was in
my youth andvondering whatever happened. At this poam thinking of that commercial where they say
fiHelp, lbve fallenandl cand get um. Upon getting upandmore importantly remaining up, | looked around to
see how many people were pointing at this idat there was no one thereGlalways good to laugh at

Carvers Gap where | couldr&t seem to stand up
It was a really funny moment

yourselfandthais exactly what | did. | gussyou really had to be there.

Ités now Monday May B with cool temperatureghigh 5@s) and
clear andbeautiful skies with no chance of rain today. My
lodging tonight will be at theafayette Hoteln Marion, Ohio
7403735522 which is located right on the Ohio Rivaend
decoratedn a Riverboat theme. SdstHwy 91 North out of
DamascusVA up to US 1landover to Marion where | catch
Hwy 16 North from Marion to Taavell andbeyond. The stretc
of Hwy 16 from Marion to Tazewell is called tBack of the
Dragonandis 33 miles log with 438 curves of all kinds
stretchingover 3 mountains. This will be myf3ime going from
south to north In a few daysdl be doing it for the T time from
North to South, but more on that lat&€@ontinuing m past Tazewell up to US 52 Wegktide up thru West
Virginia andacross the Ohio River into Ohiwhere | catch Hwy
7 known as the Ohio River Scenic Byway. Please allow me ¢
back here for a minut® say that even beyond Tazewélvy 16
is still full of curves asreparts of US 52it was rally good ,
riding. The sad part here is that both of those roads take youllils
some very poor areas of West Virginia where people are
struggling to make ends meet as seen by their living conditio
andthe small towns in general. It made my heartesatht the
same time made me appreciate how lucky eawthave been in
life. But now its Hwy 7 along the Ohio RivemndIdm working

Ohio iver at mornin

L obby of the Lafayette Hotel
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THE BEGINNING OF TOURISM
IN THE UNITED STATES

LAFAYETTE

Landed at this point, May 25, 1825

SHIPBUILDING
COMMODORE ABRAHAM WHIPPLI

One of the first industries in Marietta was shipbuilding. Due
the abundance of trees and the shipbuilding talent of the N¢
England settlers, twenty-nine ocean going vessels were built |

Returning in 1824 to the young Nation he had greatly assisted
eight shipyards from 1800 to 1812, In 1845 shipbuilding resume

during the Revolutionary War, MARIE JOSEPH PAUL YVES ROCH

GILBERT du MOTIER. Marquess de la Fayette embarked on an
unprecedented and triumphal TOUR of the United States which
lasted 17> years. In early 1825 he left New Orleans by boat
landing at Marietta on May 25, 1825 stopping overnight at the
residence of Nahum Ward. From Marietta, Lafayette proceeded to
Pittsburgh then overland to Boston where he dedicated and laid
the cornerstone of Bunker Hill Monument in Boston on June 17,
1825. Lafayette arrived in France in October 1825 and was received
with great honor in the Court of Charles X at Versailles. (See
picture in Hotel Lafayette Lobby). Marietta was founded in 1788 and
named in honor of the Queen of France. Marie Antoinette (1755-1795).

and seven more vessels were constructed. The last ship left dry
dock in 1847. The first vessel built was the 110-ton brig S
Clair, captained by Commodore Abraham Whipple. Whipple was a
noted Revolutionary War naval officer who escaped the Britist
blockade in 1778 to carry important dispatches to France. H
later captured ten vessels worth one million dollars from & Britis
convoy and, in 1784, was the first to fly the American flag
the River Thames in England.

OHIO BICENTENNIAL COMMISSION
TALL STACKS, INC.
THE OHIO HISTORICAL SOCIETY
2003

Plaques in a park on the river in Marion, Ohio utside of theLafayette Hotel
my way north thru Gallipolis, a beautiful little town with a gorgeandvery well maintained city park right on

the Ohio Rver. It has a walkway along the river with big shade trees, monuments for our Veraiptesjues

about the towé French heritage. The Bob Evans Farm (of restaurant fame) is located just outside of town. C
towards Little Hocking where the fun willalty begin as | break off of Hwy 7 to ride sometbiry 555
affectionately known as thi@riple Nickeld. Hwy 555 is one of nine roads in SE Ohio known agitiady 9
(Windy9.con), which Ohio says has close to 1,000 miles of pavement to Allleough hey advertise to use
Athens, Ohio as your baddariettaonly 50 miles away works very well alsodvé riddensevenof thenineand

trust me hergheyde all good with Hwy 555 my favorite. S@stHwy 555north up to Ringgold where | catch

Hwy 78 (both are part of the Windy 9) over to McConnels\dielHwy 60 back down into Marietta. It was an
excellent way to finish off an alrepdjreat day of riding.

TuesdayMay 7", is once again cool (high 86), sunnyandclear with no chance of raindn out of Marietta
on Hwy 26 East which runs along the lattVluskingum Riveandthru theWayne National ForestWithout a
doubt they could call it the Windy 18ndadd this Hwy 26 to the groum wonderful road with beautiful
scenery. n Woodsfield,l catch Hwy 78 over to Hwy 7 agaamdit& up and ovethe riveron Hwy 872 into
Moundsville, WV where it changes to Hwy 2follow US 250 Southwhich is full of some really nice curves,
but unfortunately @ also full of some large slowawing trucks. Add to that the fact that some areas of US
250 are in dire need of repavimgakingit notthe riding experience | was looking for. However that was all on
the northern part out of Moundsvill©nce further south near Camertime trucks vere goneandthe pavement
was better. | stayed on US 250 thru HundRddlippi andinto Elkins (On another tripl took Hwy 7 from
Hundred west to Vetahen Hwy 20 back east to US 19 to Hwy 131 to US 50, Bask to US 25@naking for

a wild andcrazyloop.)

At this point my original plan was to stay on US 250 as | wanted to end up in Covi¥gtdar the nightand

to do sectiongf2 and#1 (in that order) of th1ABDR. However after talking ttour riders from North

Carolina athe BMW Rally (that had been efdad there)l was advisedhot to do it fortwo reasons 1) | did

not have the correct tires as mine were still the stock, ariesh are90/100r 80/20 at besand| should have

50/5Q 2) by the time | got to the MABDR my tires would have over 7,200 miles on them so the tread would be
quite wornandnot good at all for mud/dirt. Thedatime | was really riding offoad on a dirt bike, | was in my
early twenties after gettgnout of the Amy. Thus | took their advicandchange my plans in Elkins. | now
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