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Padd& Florida Ne ws| |have long beenin awe of the fabled racers of the Tourist Trophy
Pag@&iFl orida MSTA A‘m‘)praceseofthe Isle Of Man (IOM). Thus, a visit has been at the top
PagdiFl orida Ridesgg bucket list for many years. This series of races among
Pa@diFuture Flor|d ¢ (§Idt has b | t 2 180h
Pag@ Mystery Hyperp rlnqolglzlg gladiators has been an annual event sinc e
Pa@e& Cl assified Apgsepenng year the fastest lap of 46 mph was set on the-8We/5

Contact | nfor mat il course by aPeugepbwered Norton. Over the years this figure has
South Florida Dir ¢csteadily: grown to over 135 mph (by Peter Hickman last yie#rs
Van Vee$lamsavan@ I|miohetonsirface roads, not a bona fide trabhere are heaps of fine

Central FIl ori da Di|r gct o,r
Tom Bitabkleakel @cf | . | wd%og, r%lbout this race series on YouTube. Check out a few.

Safety Editor: My wife and | have enjoyed several sgifided trips in North
RetiiPedase voluntile
Florida Gator Tal eﬁm%n(aa] Futope and New Zealand over the years, so | had high
Don Meeitor @ | mst a| confidence that an economical IOM trip coddsiy be set up. | was
soon humbled! Two years ago, | attempted to assemble the
components of a journey, which included not only trains and boats and planes, but cars, buses and motorcycl
too. | looked for advice onine and spoke to a couple pedmplehad been there. Even so, the task of
coordinating the whole shebang seemed too daunting. | could imagine arriving at a transfer point, having
missed a stitch somewhere, and ending up marooned. | postponed the attempt for one year. It seemed like

was building a clock from a bag of bitsat least for my limited imagination.

Granted, the simple course would have been to fy directly to the IOM and pay a consolidator, such as Duke
Travel www.duketravel.com, for a package deal. However, doing the coordination myself would save some
bucks and add fiexibility.

Many months passed before | set out again to build the trip. This time the pieces clicked! We decided to dip
our toe into the TT experience by goitgthe Classic TT in August, rather than the main TT in May. As a
bonus, the Manx Grand Prix, operated since 1923, is held at the same time on the same course. Our goal w.
take in all that we possibly could of the TT experience, while avoiding réd® aobs, high cost, congestion

and transport issues that come with the May event. My order of bookings was as follows:

17 Air travel toi where?? 51 Book a car for three days to tour the island
21 Lodging on the IOM 61 Race event tickets for grandstands, etc.
31 Ferry to and from the IOM 77 Dining reservations at Cragy-Baa

47 Book a bike for a day to ride the course
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Liverpool is a fun and interesting citya great place to overcome jet lag before setting out for the Idi¢a@f
Besides Beatles mania, there are many more serious sites, such as the Liverpool Cathedral, the second large

such in the world, after St. Peerin the Vatican. Also, the waterfront played a critical part in shipbuilding

during WW2.

The next mormg, we taxied to the docks to board the Isle Of Man Steam Pagketsteampacket.com.

This cavernous ferry boat quickly devoured scores of motorcycles, cars and trucks for theuhremssing to
Douglas. The ship offered comfortable seating, a snack bar including cappuccino and Guinness, casino
machines and even a theatre room.
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From the Douglas ferry terminal, we caught a city bus to our hotel. After-alewake hurried off to the nearest
pub for a bite and a pint of Olal the local brew. Lots of fans choose to pitch tents for the duration, but that
choice is for the young. There is agiamping), offered by a couple vendors, which is an improved
expaience, including raised platforms and good bedding insnie tents. Stil, crowds, noise and shared
baths were not desirable to our brides. Instead, we found our way to the Best Western Hotel & Casino in
Douglas on the Queens Promenade. Their déieenivere equivalent to a Qualty Inn in the U.S. The hotel
could use a face lift, but it is ocefiont, comfortable, quiet and convenient to the Noble Park grandstands.
Visit www.iomtt.com www.isleofman.comandwww.visitisleofman.comfor some useful resources.

Soon we began the fun part of the trip. We moseyed up toward the Grandstands area and watched a bit of
practice. The lovely boom of Norton Manx thumpers and other makes echoed off old stone walls and building
Lots of people were watching, but it wast mealy crowded; nor were we ever crowded out of great viewing
anywhere during the trip. Our choice to make our maiden visit during the Classic TT rather than the May TT
had been entirely the right decision! By the way, the Classic TT festivities ahstverter time frame than the

May TT, so the promoters pack a lot into it, such as the Festival of Jurby across the island from Douglas and
performance by a troupe of comic daredevis known as the Purple Helmets.

As we wandered around Douglas and thé¢ eéshe isle, we saw a few unusual motorcycles, such as a 1928
Norton with sidecar, a steampunk HRD and a magnificent herd of German Horex 1200cc 165hp turbo V6
hooligan bikes. At around $45k per copy, we had never seen a Horex before. Now befoke tas weso,
scattered along the Promenade lke flotsam!
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~ Ancient HRD at Crelly-Baa
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We budgeted four days to enjoy motorcycles, racing and the IOM culture. In that time, we were able to view
the course from three prized vantage points, including the Grandstands, Ballaugh Bridge dxg-Baag At
the Grandstands you can watch the startd some speedy passes.

At Ballaugh Bridge you can watch the riders get airborne as they leap over. The preferred vantage point here
from The Raven pub, where you can get food and drink as you watch. Before practice on Friday, a local
ambulance piped by and caught more air than any of the racers. Clearly, he was just hotdogging i for the
crowd, but yeali it was pretty cool!
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Anticipating the next race at The Raven pub by Ballaugh Bridge

Defying gravity at Blaugh Brige
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Our third spot was the pub at CrBly-Baa, which is situated atthe apex offaid Riders approach on a4
mile straight, roundhe corner, and depart on a ande straight. Wheee! The Creg was faipypcked, but we
were served an excellent fish and chips dinner, with @kefl record time.

The Creg\y-Baa corner. Note the spectators on the balcony.

We rented a motorcycle for a day from Mike Banksvatv.motorcycleadventures.imIf youde interested, be
sureto book one early! Mike outfitted us splendidly, including helmets and jackets. We rode the track one
leisurely lap in each direction. | had expected the road to be rough and cobbled, but it is well paved and
smooth. It was a pleasure to travel, asteat the posted speed limit. At race pace it would be a different
animall Incidentally, when riding counteiockwise, reverse of race direction, the view of the city of Ramsey
as you slip down 203#bot Snaefell mountain, is a special surprise. Raderd get a chance to see that
glorious view.

On Saturday, we stationed ourselves at or near the Grandstands. We watched the legendary John McGuinne
win yet again astride a Paton, a racing bike campaigned since 1958 by Giuseppe Pattoni, a forcam racer
tuner for Mondial motorcycles. Vendors abound at the Grandstands, with tee shirts as cheap as £5. Plus, yc
can walk around the pits and chat up the riders, the crew and the camp followers.
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Both racing and practice sessions are scheduled after workday hours on weekdays. Thus, there is plenty of
to explore the course and the rest of the island in between them. You can completely circumnavigate the isla
in aboutthree hours, even touching the extreme points.

We rented a Hyundai Santa Fe fremvw.oceanford.com In my opinion, a slimmer car would have been
preferred as we bounced amongst typically narrow British hedgerMasoring anxiously on the wrong side,
ités easy to scrape paint from a shiny new side panel, so a wise driver will spring for full insurance coverage.
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As we travelled around, we came across a most unusual vehicle,-tailbdatreewheeler Miata!l We never

Miata MX3¢ but why?!

A few of the interesting neracing sites include the Laxey Wheel, a hageampunk water pump from the
1850@s, the wonderful Murra Motorcycle Museum, the Fairy Bridge, where racers go to ask the fairies for
protection, the Chasms, Rushen Castle, the -38@@old Meayl (Mul) Stone Circle and photogenic Peel
Castle. Therare expansive overlooks aplenty around the island where you can stretch your legs and take in
wonderful rugged scenery.

P .

Peter Murray introduces us to sidecar racing at his wonderful museum @HeHoot!
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This still life caught my eye'at Murrag.
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Classic Triumphs at rest in the beautiful, quaint village of Cregneash
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The town of Peel and its castle are worth some time!

A local in Peel suggested that we lunch at The Creek Inn, a pub across from the marina. It was a great choic
got a meal offjueenieg small clams with big flavor. We were seated next to the tealohof McGuinness,

who were in full pit regalia. | had to congratulate them on their win. | added that | knew that they were the trt
heroes of the victory. They concurred, of course!
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A splendid Duc at the Peel Castle pier. @darget the Iegedaryice ram here t Davis@!

My phone GPS took us down a narrow road, which we had to share with disgrunted locals.

The Isle Of Man reminded us of Irelandroling pastures of grazing sheep, craggy coastlne, changing sky. As
are all of the British dles, travel by motorcycle is the oy$teice skates! As stated earlier, driving afsot-
wide car down a squiggly, rock waled seveat road- shared with oncoming traffi¢ is taxing to onés

nervous system. If you can get your hands on a bikgroyaling is an improved way to travel. But noéml
preaching to the choir!
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SAFETY TALK

IMPORTANT NOTICES: Ultimately, the safety of motorcycle riders and their passengers is their own responsibiNiyhing
presented in the column supersedes, negaterelieves a motorcyclist and/or passenger from assumption of personal responsibility
for their actions and safety.

Due to his busy schedule with Honda, Doug Westly has decided to discontinugfeity columrs in our Florida MSTA Newsletter
as well as in STAReviewWe sincerely thank Doug for his many years of excellent articles. Until another rider steps forward to
volunteer to prepare new safetglated articles, we will republish Doug previous articleswith his permission.

After The Crash

[Ed. Note: This article was suggested by Becky DeSNazsdly, who had a good friend involved in aglievehicle, motorcycle crash.
The article previously appeared in the December 2011 edition of The Florida MSpavare.]

OK, sott hasfinally happened.Oneminute you were upright, having agreatride. The next moment, or atleast
the next oneyou canremember,youde lying onyour backonthe highway, looking up at the clouds. Your
belovedbike is waddedup in the grass,having slid 50 yardsfarther downandoff the road. Fortunately you
werewearing ALL your gear(Remember: ATGATT!), soités just bumpsandbruises. What happensow?

Wedre not talkking aboutthe immediate postcrashactivity. What happens
after youdre home, everything is takencareof, and you begin the process
of postcrashintrospection. Whathappened?Could it have been
prevented?Do | still want to ride? It is this last question we want to
explore for just amoment.

First off, no onecanpredict how they will reactto motorcycling after a
significant crashevent. Somewant to get backon the horseimmediately.
Othersarerd sure. Stil othersmay decideto give up the sport. If you are

the onefacing this question, the only right answeris whatis right for you. Photo:bon Mo

In the caseof the crashwhich suggestedhis article, the female rider wasout on her own, riding the backroads
onahigh performanceMotard, whenshewent downfor reasonswe stil card determine. Sheis backon her
bike now, but stil tentative andworking backto her previous riding level. And beforewe getinto the whole
female vs. male discussion,this particular riderés bonafides includes raceschool, track riding, etc. Soleté put
that oneto restimmediately. Genderis not anissue, period. It could be anyone, including you.

The important point hereis that NO ONE canor should tell you what to do after the crash. You must evaluate
your own situation anddecidewhat is right for your riding future. Maybe you want to park the bike for awhile
andwork through your thoughts. Perhapstés time to go backthrough alevel of formal rider training, to help
rebuild your confidence. Forsome,getting back on the horseis the answer. Or, maybe you decidethat
motorcycling is notin your future, atleastatthis point. No matterwhat you decide,it is your decision. Make
sure of that.

Oh, andonemore thing...for everyone. If it is not you lying onthe roadthat day but someoneyou know, please
dorit presumeto do more than just offer supportfor whateverdecisionyour friend makesabouttheir riding
future. Our sportis all aboutfriendship, camaraderieand mutual respect. Dond try to force afriend onto apath
they may not want to journey. Encouragetheir thought processand bereadyto supporttheir decision about

their future motorcycling efforts. Thats what friends arefor...
See ouMystery Hyperlinkor further informationon this topic
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