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30. When is patient a “new patient”? How does the 3-year requirement for a new patient 



apply to members of groups.

A-
The CPT defines a new patient as one who has not received any professional services from the physician within the past 3 years.

For Medicine payment purposes, 1-ICFA interprets the term “physician” to include all physicians practicing in the same group, in the same specialty, and billing with the same billing number.   If any member of a group has seen the patient and billed a visit or consultation within 3 years, the patient is considered “established”.  However,  if only services other than  visits or consultations were received within 3 years (eg,. Anesthesiology, pathology), the patient is considered “new”.
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