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Phoenicia Lodge No. 58 F&AM 

www.phoenicia58.org 
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 30412, Phoenix AZ 85046 

Physical Address: 16027 N 25th St Phoenix, AZ 85032 

 

The Trestleboard 
May-June 2020 

 

BRETHREN ALL – If you require ANY assistance at all, food, 

medicine/prescriptions, household supplies, or the like please 

do not hesitate to reach out to WM Christopher West at 

804.986.6011 or christopher.b.west@gmail.com or WB Sec. Ray 

Brigandi at 602.430.7121 or ray.brigandi@gmail.com. 

We are your Brothers and are here to assist you should you need 

supplies, medicines from the pharmacy, food or other 

assistance.   

Please, if you’ve not been in Lodge for a while, drop myself or 

WB Brigandi a call or email to let us know that you are healthy 

and getting by during these odd times in our nation. 

FINALLY – THANK YOU!  Brethren – Thank to YOUR generosity 

our Lodge donated $2,000 to Campo Bello Elementary School 

to help pay off the lunch debt for students whose parents lost 

their jobs, fell sick to Covid-19, or were otherwise financially 

impacted by this virus. THIS IS A HUGE accomplishment and 

one that we ALL should be extremely proud of! THANK YOU! 

Chris West 

WM – Phoenicia #58 

 

 

 

 

 

Events 

May 
ALL IN-PERSON MEETINGS AND EVENTS 
HAVE BEEN SUSPENDED UNTIL FURTHER 
NOTICE.  
 
3rd – 4PM Valley of the Sun DeMolay 
Stated Meeting 
12th –6PM Virtual Stated Meeting 
19th – 6PM Virtual Officers Meeting 

 
June 
2nd – 6PM 1st Degree Practice 
9th –  7PM Stated Meeting 
16th – 6PM Officers Meeting 
23rd – 6PM 1st Degree for John Fowler 
30th – 6PM 2nd Degree Practice 

Dress Code 

For the winter months, our dress 
code for stated meetings will be suit 
and tie for officers. Other members 
should use business casual.  During 
degree meetings, tuxedoes or dark 
suit, white shirt and tie for degree 
team members and officers and 
business attire for sideliners 

http://www.phoenicia58.org/
mailto:christopher.b.west@gmail.com
mailto:ray.brigandi@gmail.com
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For Immediate Release  

April 8, 2020  

Despite No Meetings, Local Freemasons Service to Community Not Interrupted 

Members of Phoenicia Masonic Lodge #58 in Phoenix donate $2,000 to Campo Bello Elementary School to pay 

off student lunch debt.  

Even though the Coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak is prohibiting the Brothers of Phoenicia Lodge #58 F&AM 

from holding their monthly Stated Meetings and weekly activities, the Lodge is still serving the Phoenix 

community.  The Lodge joined together via phone, email, and video meetings to approve a $2,000 donation 

towards paying off the lunch debt of students at Campo Bello Elementary School, a Title-1 school located in 

northeast Phoenix.   

Campo Bello is proud to have a 53-year tradition as one of the oldest elementary schools in the Paradise Valley 

School District, with several generations of Campo Bello students and families whose children attend Campo 

Bello today. Campo Bello is a Title I school that has earned an "A" rating two years in a row from the State of 

Arizona and was runner up as Title I Distinguished School of the Year for Arizona last year. 

Phoenicia Lodge #58 F&AM was founded in 1960 in Scottsdale, later moving to northeast Phoenix in the early 

2000’s.  For over 20 years they have ‘adopted’ the students and teachers at Campo Bello Elementary School as 

one of their major volunteer and community giving projects. Each Fall and Spring, the “Brothers” (Lodge 

Members) of Phoenicia donate new bicycles to students who read and give book reports, host appreciation 

BBQ’s for the teachers on Parent-Teacher Conference Nights, and donate chrome book computers to the school 

as part of their “Working Tools for Students” Program.   

“This is but another wonderful example of how Freemasonry demonstrates those three important values we 

espouse: faith, hope, and charity, and our commitment to the safety and betterment of our community. In these 

times this donation is particularly meaningful for those who have been thrown into a situation of financial and 

economic uncertainty.  I could not be prouder of our Lodge rising to this moment,” stated Christopher West, 

2020 Worshipful Master (President) of Phoenicia Lodge #58.  

Jerry Withers, Principal at Campo Bello Elementary School shared: “In one of our most historical times of need 

they have again reached out to support our Campo Bello community.  They have made a generous contribution 

to our students and community to help provide for our most vulnerable students and their families.  On behalf 

of the students, families, staff, and myself I want to thank the Brothers of Phoenicia #58 for your continued 

support, service, and dedication to improving the lives of our school community.” 

 

To learn about Phoenicia #58’s other community service projects and membership information - visit 

www.phoenicia58.org.  

 

http://www.phoenicia58.org/
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2020 Officers 

 

Worshipful Master 
Christopher B. West 
804.986.6011 
Worshipfulmaster 
@phoenicia58.org 

 

Senior Warden 
Mathew A. Brassard 
480.495.8038 
rwmooremat@gmail.com 

 

Junior Warden 
Steve Dilda 
901.830.8833 
sdilda@mac.com 

 

Lodge Treasurer 
Rodger Marx 
602 499 8575 
rodger.marx.sr@gmail.com 

 

Lodge Secretary 

Raymond Brigandi, PM 
602.430.7121 
secretary@phoenicia58.org 

 

Senior Deacon 

Steven Hooper 
703.408.4470  
ebijawa@yahoo.com 

 

Junior Deacon 

Shane Charles 
406.531.2100 
SNTContstruction@hotmail.com 

 

Chaplain 
Joseph Papas, Jr. 
623.215.2272 
joepapasjr@yahoo.com 

 

Marshal 

Miguel Vargas 
951.333.4400 
Mike1005V@gmail.com 

 

Senior Steward 
Keith Brooks 
614.264.4990 
Kbrooks173@gmail.com 

 

Junior Steward 
Antonio Rossi 
480.749.1577 
Tonyrossi1972@icloud.com 

 

Tyler 

Joe Konen 
602.628.8642 
jfkonen@msn.com 

  

Trustees 

1 Yr WB Tony Hernandez 
2 Yr WB Robert Haines 
3 Yr WB Bryon Howe 

Note: The Lodge Secretary is constantly trying to ensure that 

we have the most accurate information for each member. But 

if you move, or get a new phone # or email, please contact 

him so we can update our database! 

 

file:///C:/Users/bryon/Downloads/2020-Issue%203%20May%20June.docx%23_Toc39315284
file:///C:/Users/bryon/Downloads/2020-Issue%203%20May%20June.docx%23_Toc39315285
file:///C:/Users/bryon/Downloads/2020-Issue%203%20May%20June.docx%23_Toc39315286
file:///C:/Users/bryon/Downloads/2020-Issue%203%20May%20June.docx%23_Toc39315287
file:///C:/Users/bryon/Downloads/2020-Issue%203%20May%20June.docx%23_Toc39315310


Phoenicia Lodge Trestleboard – May/June 2020  Issue 3 Page 4 
 

From the East 

Worshipful Christopher B. West, PM 

 
Greetings from the East,  
 
What a crazy two months it has been!  I hope this trestle board finds you all healthy and safe. 
As mentioned on Page 1 of this publication, if you are reading this and you need ANYTHING, 
please do not hesitate to reach out to myself or our Lodge Secretary.  
 
What have you missed at Lodge these past two months? Well, not much.  Per the Governors 
Order as well as MWGM Greg Vasquez’s Order, no Lodges – and no groups at all for that 

matter – of more than just a few people have been able to meet at all.  While we cancelled our in-person April 
Stated Meeting, we did hold a “Virtual Stated” on the 2nd Tuesday of that month. We will be doing the same here 
in May, (and EVERY Tuesday in fact) holding another virtual Lodge Stated Meeting.  On the other Tuesdays of the 
month we will be gathering just for 30-60 minutes to check in, see faces, and hear how everyone is doing.  Please 
contact me or WB Brigandi by phone or email if you have not received the Zoom Meeting Weblink to our Tuesday 
gatherings.  
 
It is hoped – NAY(!) it is presumed – that we will be back in live-action in June.  As Arizona and other states begin to 
ease some of the restrictions on gatherings and social distancing guidelines, we will hopefully be permitted by the 
Governor and MWGM to resume our normal in-person meetings.  However, let me be clear; If YOU do not yet feel 
comfortable going out in public and meeting in large groups, you do NOT need to attend Lodge activities.  This is 
especially true for those Brothers who have chronic or pre-existing conditions or other health factors that put them 
in the category of “high risk”.  We do not want you coming to Lodge and raising the potential of you getting sick, so 
be patient and feel to wait a while longer until all the smoke has cleared. Your Lodge will be here when all this is 
said and done.  
 
That said, given we are about 4-6 weeks out from gathering again, preparations for the return of meetings, 
degrees, and the like need to begin NOW!  So if you are part of one of our three (3) Degree Teams, consider this 
your heads-up that I plan for us to hit the group in a full-on sprint to catch us back up and get this Lodge back on 
track on the calendar.  This includes one, or possibly two, Saturday Degrees.  We have a 1st Degree for Mr. Robert 
Fowler, a 2nd Degree for Brother Dave Pisani, and a 3rd Degree for Brother Miguel Vargas (in that order) needing to 
get done.  We will hold one practice for each ahead of the Degree.  I will send out a reminder email to those on 
these Degree Teams.  It’s go time! 
 
Brethren – first and foremost, be safe. Continue to be diligent in washing those hands, wearing a protective mask, 
and taking additional precautions – especially you, our more Senior Members of the Lodge.  If anyone needs 
anything, I’m just a phone call away.  
 
 Fraternally,  
Chris West 
Worshipful Master 2019, 2020 
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From the West 

 

Brother Mathew Brassard - Sr. Warden 

Greetings from the West, 

Or as west as I can get writing this from the quarantine of my dining room table. It sure was 

great to see everyone via video chat for our first ever electronic stated meeting.  It got me really 

thinking about how adversity can spawn innovation. Forbes put out an article titled "Why 

Coronavirus will stimulate Innovation", in it the writer refers to how the Black Plague, Small-pox 

and SARS lead to a modern society, free press and e-commerce.  I personally left like it would 

be many years until Masonry would be at a spot where we even allow discussion on the pros 

and cons of an electronic stated meeting. Yet there I was on my back patio. Was it everything I 

thought it would be? Well no. I missed the ritual part of it like a fat kid misses chocolate cake. But it has me thinking 

about the strides that we can make in the very near future. Difficult times called for difficult decisions, but it also 

caused a lot of people to ask the vital question: "why not?" I am excited for what the opening of this door can mean. 

From mobility challenged members attending meetings virtually, to a fully virtual Blue Lodge, to every possibility in 

between. I even like the idea of being able to record a short video for a trestle board in lieu of writing an article 

*cough* hint *cough*. Our lodge had a great discussion about Grand Lodge bylaws and statues right before the 

quarantine set in. I look forward to getting back together and talking about how we can make our Lodge and our 

Grand Lodge even better now that we have all had a healthy dose of "Why not?" thinking.  

I hope article finds everyone healthy and safe. And lastly, the nursery is all set, the count down time to the tater tot 

is on overdrive, and Heather looks like she is carrying a watermelon. If the hospital does not want to induce early we 

are still set for June 18th. Thank you to all the brothers who have been checking up on us. Wish me luck.  

Fraternally, 

Mat Brassard 
Senior Warden  
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From the South 

Brother Steve Dilda - Jr. Warden 
 
Greetings from the South Gate, 
 
Greetings brethren, from the South Gate, 
 
I think it goes without saying that the last month has been THE biggest challenge any of us have 
ever experienced. I believe that we are on the back side of this, and we should all be proud that we 
are surviving and taking care of ourselves. and each other. Kudos!!! 
 
As a good friend of mine recently said, “now is the time to clean your tools and sharpen your 

axe.”  That spoke to me. And during our last virtual ’Stated Meeting,’ our WM reminded us that when we come out 
of this tunnel, we need to hit the degrees hard.  We have brethren waiting to start and continue their Masonic 
journey. I know it’s difficult in these times of isolation to sit quietly and work on our ritual, but that’s what makes us 
the Masons that we are.  It will truly be a rewarding time to get back in the Lodge and continue our work. 
 
Personally, my biggest challenge has been to stay off ‘social media.’  Unfortunately, that’s where I get most of my 
‘news.’  And, for some, it is difficult to separate yourself from the hype and diversity coming through our new media. 
This makes me think about one of the questions in our application for Masonry where we are asked if we are a 
member of an organization to overthrow the government. Let us not slide toward that territory. 
 
As Entered Apprentices, we learn to square our actions and circumscribed our passions.  In order to be good citizens, 
we much restrain our passions, especially on social media, and live a moral life.  Reasonable discourse is seriously 
lacking in today’s political arena. But, Masonry supersedes those party lines and political boundaries. Instead, as 
Masons, our willingness to view government policies objectively and engage in self-moderated understanding 
(outside the Lodge) can serve to promote a better understanding and harmony in a time of great political polarity, 
discontent and uncertainty. 
 
To that, my brethren, I so look forward to seeing all of your faces in person, very soon. 
 
Stay healthy, stay safe, 
 
Steve Dilda, JW 
Phoenicia Masonic Lodge #58 
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Officer Line for 2020  

WM Christopher West, PM 

SW Mat Brassard 

JW Steve Dilda 

TREAS Rodger Marx 

SEC Raymond Brigandi, PM 

SD Steven Hooper 

JD Shane Charles 

Chap Joe Papas 

Marshal Miguel Vargas 

SS Keith Brooks 

JS Antonio Rossi 

Tyler Joe Konen 

From the Editor 

Brethren,  
BE AWARE: Some brothers have received the below FAKE EMAIL claiming to be from the 
Worshipful Master (see below). This is the challenge of living in a free society. We publicize the 
names and contact information of our officers in order to better connect with our brotherhood. 
But there are those that would take advantage of that. Please be on the lookout and pay 
attention to things like: they emailed Chad and addressed him as Keith, the email address in the 
header (presidensy). 
Nothing to do now but remain vigilant and report any other scam emails if you come across 
them. I have notified the Grand Master, Grand Secretary, and looked up an "Abuse" email listed 
in their domain registry and reported it there as well. 
------FAKE EMAIL--------------------- 

From: Bo Buchanan <presidensy@somaear.com> 
Date: April 23, 2020 at 8:25:07 AM MST 
To: chad.gappa@cox.net 
Subject: Support those on the front lines of coronavirus 
Reply-To: Bo Buchanan <presidensy@somaear.com> 
Keith, 
How are you, are you available to assist? I am out of the State now and I've got credence in you to take care of this. 
I would have called your phone, but I presently do not have access to my mobile phone. 
Arizona Lodge No. 2 F. & A.M. needs some gift cards for donation to Veterans at Hospice and Palliative care units 
for preventive items from Corona Disease (COVID 19). I am liable for reimbursement. Need more info? 
Regards 
--Bo Buchanan 
----------END FAKE EMAIL----------- 
Bryon Howe PM,  
Grand Editor for the Grand Lodge of Arizona F&AM 2019 – 2021 
PM Worshipful Master Phoenicia 58 F&AM - 2018  
Valley of the Sun DeMolay - Advisor  
Riders of the 3rd Degree’ - Sergeant at Arms 
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Committee Reports 

 
Audit and Trustees Report;  

Our Lodge just held our first “virtual” Lodge Audit on 4/28.  The Lodge finances are in great order.  

 Awards;  

On 4/15 our Master Architect Award Application was officially submitted with us meeting all the requirements.   

Beneficent Fund;  

No Report. 

Calling Committee;  

Next Report is due June 1.  

Candidate Progression;  

Vargas MM (TBD). Pisani FC 2/4 (TBD). Fowler EA (TBD).  

Degree and Ritual Proficiency;  

FC Vargas is ready to pass off on his proficiency. EA Pisani is ready to pass off on his proficiency.  

 Fraternal Relations;  

All appendant bodies have cancelled their in-person meetings and events. Some have temporarily gone virtual.  

Fundraising;  

GW Whiskey Round 2 Tickets ($10) and Masonic Guitar Raffle Tickets ($20). HURRY! Only a FEW LEFT! 

Funeral Team;  

No Report 

 Hospitality;  

June- Mat Brassard, July- Joe Konen, August – Josh Anderson 

Masonic Education;  

No Report. 

Membership/Retention;  

We are currently at 61 Members. 1 EA, 1 FC and 5 Prospects.  

 Public Schools;  

Your Lodge fundraised and relocated some already approved and budgeted funds $2,000 to donate to Campo Bello 
Elementary School held pay off student lunch debts for students whose parents were impacted (sick, lost jobs, etc) by 
the Covid-19 outbreak. THANK YOU!  

Reports of Sickness and Distress;  

No Report (thankfully!) 

Social;  

We held a virtual Low-12, Half-Moon gathering on 4/29. About 10 Brothers logged and participated!  

Trestle Board; 

 This is the final article for the 2019-2020 Masonic Year 
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Committee Assignments 

For 2020, we are shuffling up our Committee Assignments.  See below for our new Committee Chairs and 
assignments.  

 

Committees Members Who 

Audit and Trustees 1yr WB Tony Hernandez, WB 2yr Robert Haynes, 3yr WB Bryon Howe Active PMs 

Awards Chair: WM Chris West / WB Ray Brigandi Focus: Master Architect 2020 WM / Sec 

Beneficent Fund: Chair: WM Chris West / Mat Brassard / Rodger Marx WM / SW/ Tres 

Calling Committee: Chair: WB Phil Zeilinger / WM Chris West / WB Ray Brigandi PM / WM / Sec 

Candidate Progression: Chair: Mat Brassard / WB Ray Brigandi Bro / Sec 

Degree and Ritual 
Proficiency: Chair: Mat Brassard / WB Ray Brigandi Ritualistic 

Fraternal Relations: Chair: Mat Brassard / PM Bryon Howe Youth Groups 

Fundraising: Chair: WM Chris West / Bro Matt Brassard / WB Tony Hernandez WM / SW / PM 

Funeral Team: 
WM: WB Ray Brigandi / SW: WB Tony Hernandez / JW: Bro Chris West / 
Chaplain: Bro Joe Pappas   

Hospitality: Chair: Steve Dilda / Keith Brooks / Antonio Rossi JW / SS / JS 

Masonic Education: Chairs: Bro Joe Pappas / Steve Dilda Chaplain, JW 

Membership and 
Retention: Chair:  WB Robert Haynes / WB Bryon Howe / Keith Brooks 

PM / PM / Active 
member 

Public Schools Chair: Antonio Rossi / WM Chris West i / WB Tony Hernandez Member/ WM / PM 

Reports of sickness or 
distress: Chair: WB Phil Zeilinger / WM Chris West / Ray Brigandi  PM / WM / Sec 

Social: Chair: Steve Dilda, Steve Hooper, Shane Charles  JW / SD / JD 

Trestleboard: Chair: WM Bryon Howe/ Bro Mat Brassard / Rodger Marx Sec / SW / Active Bro 
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Fundraiser 2020 

 

 

   



Phoenicia Lodge Trestleboard – May/June 2020  Issue 3 Page 11 
 

Advertisers 

 
 

CALL for TRESTLEBOARD and 
WEBSITE ADVERTISERS! 
We are looking for additional 
Trestleboard and Website advertisers! 
Advertising with Phoenicia 58 promotes 
your products and services to its 
members and anyone who visits its 
website.  
 

Ad space is now available on the Trestleboard. You may 
purchase a business card size for $25 for one year and 
renew in January.  
 
Please support our Brothers and Friends of the Lodge 
who advertise in our Trestleboard. 
 
Send request to 

editor_trestleboard@phoenicia58.org  

 

 

Find us on Facebook!  

Scan this with your QR reader 

or type this into your web browser: 

https://www.facebook.com/Phoenicia58/ 

 

https://wcc.godaddy.com/email?cmd=planlistplan&selectedplan=all&override=1
https://www.facebook.com/Phoenicia58/
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Other Masonic Bodies Meeting  

in our Lodge Hall 

Paradise Valley Silver Trowel Lodge No. 29 
Stated Meeting: 7:30 pm on the 1st Wednesday. 

Special meetings are hold nearly every Wed. 
Contact secretary  

Stars of Paradise #56 
Order of the Eastern Star 

2nd and 4th Thursday (dark in the summer) 

Bethel #19, Job’s Daughters 
Meet on 2nd and 4th Mondays at 7 pm. 

Contact the PVST #29 Lodge Secretary for latest 
contact information. 

 

 

Happy Masonic Birthday to these brothers.  
 

Masonic Birthday 

Brother Name Date Raised Years 

Joseph Frank Konen 5/2/2017 3 

Joseph Papas Jr. 5/26/2009 11 

Terry Lee Stoner 5/27/2003 17 

Ernesto Zamorano 5/6/2000 20 

Kurt Eldridge 5/20/1999 21 

Randy Pelton 5/14/1998 22 

Mathis Becker 5/16/1968 52 

Jared Thomas Truettner 6/7/2016 4 

Raymond Brigandi P.M. 6/5/2007 13 

John Corcetti 6/16/1982 38 

James Leland Butler 6/23/1978 42 

William Warren Jr 6/5/1970 50 

 

Disclaimer 

This publication is an official communication of Phoenicia Lodge 
No. 58, Free and Accepted Masons, beholden to the Grand Lodge 
of Arizona. The information contained herein is intended for the 
benefit of the members of Phoenicia Lodge and persons 
interested in the activities of this Lodge. Any other use outside of 
the Masonic Fraternity is not authorized without written 
permission of the Worshipful Master of Phoenicia Lodge No. 58. 
 

  

Phoenicia Past Masters 

William H. Peotter - 1960  
Carl D. Lang – 1961  

H. Curtis DeShong – 1962  
Augustine G. DiPaola – 1963  

Perry Wheat, Jr. – 1964  
Robert A. Anglin – 1965  

Marvin R. Strickland – 1966  
Albert A. Hinchcliff – 1967  

Garrett L. Hendershot – 1968  
Raymond O. Marshall – 1969  

Cecil P. Overstreet – 1970, 1986  
Norman H. Pfieiffer – 1971, 1982  

Benjamin H. Fisk – 1972  
Donese B. Tackett – 1973  
Gordon L. Meintell – 1974  
Maurice E. Pebbles – 1975  

Charles Q. Hartley – 1976  
Robert L. Allision – 1977  
Neil D. Shepard – 1978  

Theodore E. Pearson – 1979  
Chester R. Hinson – 1980, 1981  
George E. Hinson – 1983, 1984  

William E. Dillon - 1985  
Howard E. Ward – 1987 

Robert P. Taber – ‘88, ‘89, ‘96, ‘99, ’01  
Philip T. Zeilinger – 1990, 1991 
Joel R. Adams – 1992, 1993  

Anthony Humpage – 1994 
Ernie L. Waller Sr. – 1995  

David Newman – 1997 
James W. Brown – 1998 

Robert Haynes - 2000 
Keith A. Simpson – 2002, 2003 

Don S. Methven – 2004, 2007  
Randall G. Smith – 2005 

Gregory S. Weisman – 2006, 2008 
Eric Stethem – 2009 

Ray Brigandi – 2010, 2012 
Jeffrey Hinson – 2011 

Jason Schneider – 2013 
Glen H. Van Steeter – 2014 

Jason Easterday – 2015 
Tony Hernandez – 2016, 2017 

Bryon P. Howe – 2018 
Christopher B West – 2019, 2020  

 

Affiliated Past Masters 

Sidney Breger  
William Franklin  
Lucius L. Green  

Thomas Burke 
 - Deceased 

 
The officers of Phoenicia Lodge No. 58 express their gratitude to 
all the brethren who have served the Lodge as Masters and who 

continue to serve as Past Masters. They who have gone before us 
have laid the foundation and the lower stories of the speculative 

building that we call “Phoenicia Lodge” for which we are 
indebted. We especially thank those Past Masters who continue 

to serve the Lodge that we may ever continue to build a 
magnificent edifice, in service to mankind and to the Great 

Architect who has given us every good and great thing and whose 
forgiveness we all rely upon. 


