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Parent and Family Advocates (PFA) Team 

Evidence-Aligned Resources Menu 

The goal of the Evidence Advocacy Center’s Parent and Family Advocates (PFA) Team is to improve the outcomes of 

preK-12 students by making scientific evidence and reliable, proven practices more readily available to and used by 

parents and families. The PFA Team elevates the work of trusted organizations and individuals to empower parents and 

families to establish their rightful role in the educational system. Team resources are organized to equip parents and 

families with evidence-based resources, best practices, and tactics as they engage with various stakeholders in the 

educational system and hold them accountable for delivering outcomes to all students. 

Team Co-leads: 
Louise Dechovitz, Illinois Early Literacy Coalition, Co-Founder, Louise111@gmail.com  

Denise Morgan, Equitable Literacy For All, Co-Founder, denise@equitableliteracyforall.org  

For a specialized menu of resources for your specific needs and to discuss implementation guidance and support, 

please fill out the form at www.evidenceadvocacycenter.org/contact. 

 

The Science of Literacy and Language – An Overview for Parents and Families 

GUIDE:  The Reading League: Science of Reading: Defining Guide: This guide defines what the science of reading 
is and is not, key instructional practices and outlines how all stakeholders can advocate to transform reading 
instruction. You may download a copy in English and Spanish. 

ARTICLES: 

10 Maxims: 50 Years of research distilled into 10 easy to understand maxims about what we’ve learned so far 
about how children learn to read, by Dr. Reid Lyon. Research supporting each maxim is linked at the bottom of 
the webpage. 

Why Reading is Not a Natural Process: Decades of scientific research on how children learn to read support an 
emphasis on phoneme awareness and phonics in a literature-rich environment. These findings challenge the belief that 
children learn to read naturally.  

Cómo Aprenden Los Niños A Leer: An article in Spanish on how children learn to read and why effective 
instruction makes a big difference. (Child Mind Institute) 

VIDEOS/PRESENTATIONS: 

Harvard Medical School- How We Learn To Read: An overview of the brain regions that are involved in the 
complex process of learning to read, and how early in life it begins. 

How the Brain Learns to Read: Cognitive neuroscientist Professor Stanislas Dehaene explains how the brain 
learns to read and why it is relevant for education. 

60 Minutes: Marva Collins 1995 Part 1 and Part 2: Marva Collins was the ultimate advocate for society’s 
vulnerable and underserved children, and demonstrates in this news report the high level of success that is 
possible with “love, hard work and no nonsense instruction”. 

mailto:Louise111@gmail.com
mailto:denise@equitableliteracyforall.org
http://www.evidenceadvocacycenter.org/contact
https://www.thereadingleague.org/what-is-the-science-of-reading/defining-guide-ebook/
https://readinguniverse.org/article/explore-teaching-topics/big-picture/ten-maxims-what-weve-learned-so-far-about-how-children-learn-to-read
https://www.ascd.org/el/articles/why-reading-is-not-a-natural-process
https://childmind.org/es/articulo/como-aprenden-los-ninos-a-leer/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LhILoStzOTM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=25GI3-kiLdo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h8b1Behi9FM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cpAlOY0K14c
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INFOGRAPHICS: 

The Ladder of Reading and Writing: A visual representation of the range of ease of literacy acquisition, and the 
implications for instruction and practice, by Dr. Nancy Young. 

PODCASTS/INTERVIEWS: 

Amplify Interview with Dr. Reid Lyon, Part 1 and Part 2: Dr. Reid Lyon provides an overview of what we know 
about teaching reading, how children learn, and what methodology of teaching is most effective. In Part 2, Dr. 
Lyon talks about what he sees in the current science of reading landscape, what he hopes for the future, and 
how both of those things led to the creation of his “10 Maxims”. 

A Novel Idea Podcast: The History of the Science of Reading Movement: A history of literacy instruction in the 
United States, by the Iowa Reading Research Center. 

The Beauty and Science of the Reading Brain with Maryanne Wolf, PhD: Danielle Scorrano of The Windward 
Institute Research Education Advocacy Podcast talks with Dr. Wolf about the science and poetic story of the 
reading brain and its connection to child development. Also see this related article by Dr. Wolf. 

 

Resources for the Science of Literacy and Language – What It Isn’t 

ARTICLE:  Ten Myths About Learning to Read: Ten popular myths that influence reading education. 
 

GUIDE:  Whole Language High-Jinks: How to Tell When “Scientifically-Based Reading Instruction” Isn’t: How 
educators, parents, and concerned citizens can spot ineffective reading programs that may hide under the 
"scientifically-based" banner, by Dr. Louisa Moats.  

 

WEBINAR:  Misunderstandings About the Science of Reading: Dr. Sharon Vaughn clarifies common 
misconceptions about the science of reading including what the term really means in regards to instructional 
approaches, curriculum and helping all students become strong readers. 

 

PRESENTATION:  Equity in Reading Instruction – A Frank Conversation: Kareem Weaver explains how we need to 
“stop the nonsense” and work together to address the literacy crisis head-on for all children. 

 

AUDIO DOCUMENTARIES:   

APM Reports: Sold a Story: A podcast on how teaching kids to read went so wrong, by APM education reporter, 
Emily Hanford. The Spanish language version can be found at Sold A Story en español along with additional 
resources in Spanish.  Also, this discussion guide is helpful to guide interested parties in talking about the 
podcast.  A collection of Emily Hanford’s work on how children are taught to read can be found here, and you 
can join the mailing list to get curated resources and future updates.  

APM Reports: What the Words Say: How children of color are far less likely to get the help they need to learn to 
read. 

VIDEOS:   

NCIL Route to Reading Avoid a Lemon: This video describes how parents can spot ineffective instructional 
practices and what to ask for instead. 

https://nancyyoung.ca/the-ladder-of-reading-writing/
https://amplify.com/episode/science-of-reading-the-podcast/season-7/season-7-interlude-episode-2-part-1-embracing-the-complexity-of-learning-to-read-with-reid-lyon/
https://amplify.com/episode/science-of-reading-the-podcast/season-7/season-7-interlude-episode-2-part-2-embracing-the-complexity-of-learning-to-read-with-reid-lyon/
https://irrc.education.uiowa.edu/resources/novel-idea-podcast
https://www.thewindwardschool.org/the-windward-institute/media/read/ep-21-beauty-and-science-of-the-reading-brain
https://kappanonline.org/science-poetry-learning-teaching-reading-wolf/
https://www.readingrockets.org/topics/about-reading/articles/ten-myths-about-learning-read
https://www.thereadingleague.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/Whole-Language-High-Jinks-Moats.pdf
https://www.corelearn.com/resource-posts/misunderstandings-about-the-science-of-reading/
https://youtu.be/BYuZX2-EnzE?si=tYBgbUFJwhDeX2AN
https://features.apmreports.org/sold-a-story/
https://features.apmreports.org/sold-a-story/es/
https://features.apmreports.org/sold-a-story/discussion-guide/
https://features.apmreports.org/reading/
https://cloud.connect.americanpublicmedia.org/sold-a-story?utm_campaign=APM+Reports+-+sas+e10+-+20240404_105130+-+20240411_101927&utm_medium=email&utm_source=sfmc_Newsletter&utm_content=sas%20e10&utm_term=107640409
https://www.apmreports.org/episode/2020/08/06/what-the-words-say
https://youtu.be/L6SuCl0drRY?si=lTD7KFWOmM6mmLoD
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Is My Kid Learning How to Read? Part 1: Purple Challenge: A Mom of a 1st grader demonstrates the impact of 
her child being taught to ‘read’ using clues in the text such as pictures and context, instead of using the letters 
to sound out (decode) words. 

 

General Information and Resources on Literacy and Language Instruction 

DOCUMENTS/GUIDES: 

10 Key Reading Practices for All Elementary Schools and for All Middle and High Schools: The latest research 
findings distilled into 10 recommendations to improve elementary, secondary and high school reading 
outcomes. (The Meadows Center) 

10 Key Policies and Practices for Supporting Language Development: The latest research findings distilled into 10 
recommendations to support language development. (The Meadows Center) 

Institute of Education Sciences (IES) Practice Guides: Developed for teachers but these are wonderful, 
accessible guides that will be of interest to caregivers wanting to learn more about evidence-based teaching 
practices across a range of topics. 

What is MTSS?: An overview of the Multi-Tiered Systems of Support (MTSS), a framework that schools use to 
provide targeted support to students. (Understood.org). Also see this webinar, MTSS 101 with Dr. Stephanie 
Stollar.  In addition, this website MTSS4ELs provides information and resources for targeted support to English 
Learners (ELs). 

Early Warning! Why Reading By The End Of Third Grade Matters: This report argues that children should be 
able to read proficiently by the end of third grade to be successful in school, contribute to the economy, and 
earn throughout their lives. (Annie E. Casey Foundation)  

 

ARTICLES:   

Reading Rockets: What Every Educator And Parent Should Know About Reading Instruction by Joan Sedita. 
This article provides an explanation of the components of reading instruction.  Parents must become well-
versed in science-based reading instruction to affect school-wide policy and ensure their children are receiving 
evidence-based instruction. 

Print-to-Speech and Speech-to-Print: Mapping Early Literacy: Written and supported by many literacy experts, 
this article describes how children benefit from early literacy instruction that links speech to print, and print to 
speech, creating connections in the brain to support emergent literacy skills. (Reading Rockets) 

A Missing Link in the ‘Science of Reading’ Conversation: A discussion with Dr. Tiffany Hogan on the importance 
of language development in literacy instruction, including language expression and language comprehension. 
(EdWeek) 

Looking to Research for Literacy Success: A series of four articles on the importance of knowledge-building in 
classrooms in a content-rich learning environment, by the Scientific Advisory Committee, Knowledge Matters 
Campaign. 

AdLit.org- Essentials of Adolescent Literacy Instruction: The basics on effective practices in key areas of literacy 
instruction for middle and high school students. AdLit.org is a website that provides educators and families with 
resources to support adolescent readers and writers. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lxx7hs0qdKQ&t=204s
https://meadowscenter.org/resource/10-key-reading-practices-for-all-elementary-schools-with-strong-evidence-of-effectiveness-from-high-quality-research/
https://meadowscenter.org/resource/10-key-reading-practices-for-all-middle-and-high-schools-with-strong-evidence-of-effectiveness-from-high-quality-research/
https://meadowscenter.org/resource/10-key-policies-and-practices-for-supporting-language-development/
https://ies.ed.gov/ncee/wwc/PracticeGuides
https://www.understood.org/en/articles/mtss-what-you-need-to-know
https://youtu.be/yHClz9S2SUg?si=kU3h2rN6ZH0IZckc
https://youtu.be/yHClz9S2SUg?si=kU3h2rN6ZH0IZckc
https://www.mtss4els.org/
https://www.aecf.org/resources/early-warning-why-reading-by-the-end-of-third-grade-matters
https://www.readingrockets.org/topics/curriculum-and-instruction/articles/what-every-educator-and-parent-should-know-about-reading
https://www.readingrockets.org/topics/about-reading/articles/print-speech-and-speech-print-mapping-early-literacy
https://www.edweek.org/teaching-learning/a-missing-link-in-the-science-of-reading-conversation/2023/12
https://www.ascd.org/blogs/looking-to-research-for-literacy-success
https://knowledgematterscampaign.org/about-us/#SAC
https://knowledgematterscampaign.org/about-us/#SAC
https://www.adlit.org/adlit-101-overview/essentials-adolescent-literacy-instruction
http://adlit.org/
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Strengthening the Mind’s Eye, by Dr. Virginia Berninger. This article addresses the importance of handwriting 
instruction in the 21st century and its role as a written language skill.  See also The Importance of Teaching 
Handwriting by Dr. Louise Spear-Swerling, and Want to Improve Children’s Writing? Don’t Neglect their 
Handwriting, by Dr. Steve Graham. 

 

MODELS OF READING AND WRITING: 

International Dyslexia Association’s Structured Literacy infographic connecting the “who”, “what” and “how” 
of structured literacy. 

The Language Literacy Network: A model that depicts the many language components that unify into skilled 
reading and writing, in English and Spanish. (Wasowicz, 2022) 

Reading Rockets: Models of Reading: An article describing The Simple View of Reading (Gough and Tunmer, 
1986), The Reading Rope (Scarborough, 2001) and Active View of Reading (Duke and Cartwright, 2021).  

The Writing Rope: the Strands that Are Woven into Skilled Writing: An article describing The Writing Rope and 
how it supports our understanding of the interwoven elements that support writing. (Sedita, 2019) 

 

VIDEO CLIPS: 

NCIL Informational Videos: A selection of videos on phonemic awareness, phonics, fluency and screening. 

Anita Archer’s Explicit Instruction: Short video clips in elementary and secondary classrooms that can be helpful for 
parents to see aspects of explicit literacy instruction.   

 

Supporting Your Child’s Literacy and Language Development at Home 

RESOURCE HUBS/TOOLKITS: 

Iowa Reading Research Center – Caregivers Resource Hub: This resource hub contains a number of short lessons 
on literacy-related topics for parents of K-12 students. 

The Reading League Compass—Families and Caregivers: This website offers information and resources to assist 
families to equip their young children with effective early literacy opportunities. 

Florida Center for Reading Research- For Families: Resource hub for families to support their children’s reading 
development at home. 

GUIDES:  

Reading 101: A Guide for Parents: A comprehensive guide to reading and writing instruction for parents 
organized by grade (PreK - 2nd grade) and by the major components of reading (Reading Rockets) 

Project ELLIPSES—Supporting Reading At Home and Apoyando La Lectura En Casa: This guide in English and in 
Spanish recommends strategies that caregivers can use to help their children develop reading fluency and 
comprehension. The strategies are designed to accommodate variations in parent literacies and language. 

Directory of Professional Tutors: The International Dyslexia Association (IDA) and the Center for Effective 
Reading Instruction (CERI) each provide directories of professionals who provide services to individuals with 
learning differences.  

 
 
 

https://teachme2read.files.wordpress.com/2018/09/berninger-minds_eye_handwriting_2012.pdf
https://www.readingrockets.org/topics/writing/articles/importance-teaching-handwriting
https://www.readingrockets.org/topics/writing/articles/importance-teaching-handwriting
https://www.aft.org/sites/default/files/graham.pdf
https://www.aft.org/sites/default/files/graham.pdf
https://dyslexiaida.org/idas-new-infomap-connects-the-who-what-and-how-of-structured-literacy-as-grounded-in-the-science-of-reading/
https://app.box.com/s/3jcd7klybyzcxq2v0f7odrjcq40t47ht
https://learningbydesign.com/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/The-Language-Literacy-Network-ENGLISH_-SPANISH_Wasowicz-2021.pdf
https://www.readingrockets.org/reading-101/how-children-learn-read/models-reading
https://www.readingrockets.org/topics/writing/articles/writing-rope-strands-are-woven-skilled-writing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TLsCodzmJ6U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zHQSSu6BNe0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bzTENV9kkpk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oQZzAQ19M-g
https://explicitinstruction.org/video-elementary/
https://explicitinstruction.org/video-elementary/
https://explicitinstruction.org/video-secondary-main/
https://irrc.education.uiowa.edu/caregivers-resource-hub
https://www.thereadingleague.org/compass/families-and-caregivers/
https://fcrr.org/families
https://www.readingrockets.org/literacy-home/reading-101-guide-parents
https://ellasconsulting.com/uploads/3067817604476247141763.pdf
https://ellasconsulting.com/uploads/6257570667222746174142.pdf
https://dyslexiaida.org/provider-directories/
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Literacy and Language Instruction for Linguistically Diverse Students 

GENERAL RESOURCES 

ARTICLE: What is Translanguaging and How Is It Used In The Classroom?: An article about translanguaging, the 
ability to move fluidly between languages and a pedagogical approach which supports this ability of students to 
enhance academic learning by using their full linguistic repertoire. (EdWeek) 
 

STUDENTS WHO ARE ENGLISH LEARNERS, MULTILINGUAL LEARNERS, OR EMERGENT BILINGUALS 

DOCUMENTS/GUIDES:  

The Meadows Center 10 Key Series- Teaching English Language Learners:  The latest research findings distilled 
into 10 recommendations for improving instruction for English Language Learners.  

The Meadows Center 10 Key Series- Teaching Reading in English-Spanish Bilingual Programs: The latest 
research findings distilled into 10 recommendations for improving instruction in English-Spanish Bilingual 
Programs.  

Literacy Instruction for English Language Learners: A multimedia guide to instruction of ELLs for educators and 
families. Some resources are available in many languages. (Colorín Colorado) 

 

WEBINARS:  

Literacy Instruction for Multilingual Learners: Dr. Elsa Cárdenas-Hagan discusses literacy and language 
instruction for multilingual learners including an overview of the related research, the importance of explicit and 
systematic instruction in foundational skills and examples of instructional practices for the classroom. 

Literacy for English Learners: What's "Reading Science" Got to Do With It?: Dr. Claude Goldenberg refutes the 
all-too-common claim that reading research is not useful for English Learners. He presents some of the research 
on how English Learners learn to read and the importance of understanding that research so that we can better 
support those students in the classroom. 

 

ARTICLES:  

Reading SOS: Bilingual Families' Questions about Language and Literacy: This article/video series addresses 
questions from bilingual families about supporting their children's language and literacy development at home. 

The “bilingual brain” and reading research: Questions about teaching English Learners to read in English: Dr. 
Claude Goldenberg addresses questions about how English Learners learn to read and what practitioners can and 
should understand from the research about effective literacy practices for ELs. (Colorín Colorado) 

Q&A: What Research Says About Teaching English Learners to Read: An interview with Dr. Tim Shanahan on 
teaching English Learners. Lea este artículo en español. (EdSource) 

Oral Language Development and ELLs:  An article describing the challenges related to the oral language 
development of English Learners and tips for addressing those challenges. (Colorín Colorado) 

 

STUDENTS WHO SPEAK VARIATIONS/DIALECTS OF ENGLISH: 

ARTICLE: Teaching Reading to African American Children: When Home and School Language Differ: by Dr. J. 
Washington and Dr. M. Seidenberg. How variations in spoken language, particularly African American English, can 
impact literacy development, and how important it is for educators to understand and address the linguistic 
diversity of their students to effectively teach reading and writing. 

https://www.edweek.org/teaching-learning/what-is-translanguaging-and-how-is-it-used-in-the-classroom/2023/07
https://meadowscenter.org/resource/10-key-policies-and-practices-for-teaching-english-language-learners/
https://meadowscenter.org/resource/10-key-practices-for-teaching-reading-in-english-spanish-bilingual-programs/
https://www.colorincolorado.org/literacy-instruction-english-language-learners
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bS-x9Bbk7N0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8BBELJx_7q4&t=5s
https://www.colorincolorado.org/reading-sos-bilingual-families-questions-about-language-and-literacy
https://www.colorincolorado.org/article/bilingual-brain-and-reading-research-questions-about-teaching-english-learners-read-english
https://edsource.org/2023/qa-what-research-says-about-teaching-english-learners-to-read/688626
https://edsource.org/es/2023/entrevista-que-dicen-las-investigaciones-sobre-la-ensenanza-de-la-lectura-a-los-aprendices-de-ingles/689535
https://www.colorincolorado.org/article/oral-language-development-and-ells-5-challenges-and-solutions
https://www.aft.org/ae/summer2021/washington_seidenberg
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WEBINAR: Teaching African American Children to Read: The Impact of Dialectal Variation: with Dr. J. Washington. 
This webinar addresses the impact of language variation on reading development. 

 

Resources About Difficulties Acquiring Literacy Skills 

GENERAL INFORMATION: 

ARTICLE: If ELLs Need Additional Literacy Support: An article about questions to ask, considerations, and steps to 
take if English Language Learners need additional literacy support, as well as related resources (Colorín Colorado) 

WEBSITE: LD OnLine: Navigating the Special Education Process: Resources for parents to help with 
understanding the special education process and their parental rights and responsibilities. 

Directory of Professional Tutors: The International Dyslexia Association (IDA) and the Center for Effective Reading 
Instruction (CERI) each provide directories of professionals who provide services to individuals with learning 
differences.  

LETTERS: US Department of Education - Office of Special Education and Rehabilitative Services 
- Letter clarifying that there is nothing in the IDEA (Individuals with Disabilities Education Act) prohibiting the use 
of the terms dyslexia, dyscalculia and dysgraphia in IDEA evaluations, eligibility determinations or IEP documents. 
- Letter clarifying that there is nothing in IDEA prohibiting the use of the term DLD (Developmental Language 
Disorder) in IDEA evaluations, eligibility determinations or IEP documents.  

DYSLEXIA 

WEBSITES: 

University of Florida Literacy Institute (UFLI): Dyslexia Resource Hub: A collection of dyslexia resources for 
parents, teachers, and advocates. 

Dyslexia Alliance for Black Children - Follow the Dyslexia Roadmap: A guide for families navigating the 
education system with information and resources at each step 

Decoding Dyslexia: a network of parent-led grassroots movements which aims to raise dyslexia awareness, 
empower families to support their children, and inform policymakers on best practices to identify, remediate and 
support students with dyslexia. 

ARTICLES: 

Understanding Dyslexia In Your Child: Information about the signs of dyslexia and how parents can help their 
children. (Understood.org) 

Helping Children with Significant Reading Problems: by Dr. Sharon Vaughn and Dr. Jack Fletcher, this article 
offers families research-based practices to support their children with reading difficulties. (American Federation 
of Teachers) 

English Learners and Dyslexia: Important considerations when evaluating English Learners for dyslexia. 
(International Dyslexia Association) 

Gifted and Dyslexic: Identifying and Instructing the Twice Exceptional Student: How to identify and support 
students with exceptional academic strengths who also have a learning disability. (International Dyslexia 
Association) 

GaabLab- Dyslexia Myths: Thirty-one common myths about dyslexia explained.  
Also see this infographic on the myth of vision issues contributing to dyslexia, and this Joint Statement on 
learning disabilities, dyslexia and vision by the AAP, AAPOS, AACO and AAO. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LKjS6Drodf4&t=3s
https://www.colorincolorado.org/article/if-ells-need-additional-literacy-support
https://www.ldonline.org/parents/navigating-special-education-process
https://dyslexiaida.org/provider-directories/
https://sites.ed.gov/idea/files/idea/policy/speced/guid/idea/memosdcltrs/guidance-on-dyslexia-10-2015.pdf
https://www.asha.org/siteassets/advocacy/comments/osep-response-letter-to-asha-on-dld-5.30.23.pdf
https://ufli.education.ufl.edu/resources/dyslexia/
https://www.dyslexiaallianceforblackchildren.org/roadmap
https://www.decodingdyslexia.net/
https://www.understood.org/en/articles/dyslexia-in-children?utm_source=bing&utm_medium=cpc&utm_term=kid+dyslexia&utm_campaign=EN_DyslexiaInChildren&gclid=e80f475b06181f96417a222bea378281&gclsrc=3p.ds&msclkid=e80f475b06181f96417a222bea378281
https://www.aft.org/ae/fall2023/vaughn_fletcher
https://dyslexiaida.org/english-learners-and-dyslexia/
https://dyslexiaida.org/gifted-and-dyslexic-identifying-and-instructing-the-twice-exceptional-student-fact-sheet/
https://www.gaablab.com/dyslexia-myths
https://fcrr.org/sites/g/files/upcbnu2836/files/media/PDFs/infographics/vision_dyslexia_infographic_030219.pdf
https://www.aao.org/education/clinical-statement/joint-statement-learning-disabilities-dyslexia-vis
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INTERVIEWS/PODCASTS: 

FAQ Video Series: Families Reflect on their Experiences: Produced by the Dyslexia Alliance for Black Children, 
parents answer questions about their journey to discover their children have dyslexia and what they learned 
about supporting and advocating for their educational needs 

Reading Road Trip: S2E8 Dyslexia Facts, Myths and Strategies with Dr. Jack Fletcher, a discussion about risk 
factors and prevention, dyslexia vs ‘dysteachia’, instructional tips, wait-to-fail, and dyslexia myths and 
misconceptions. 

The Case for Early Dyslexia Screening: Dr. Nadine Gaab explains the critical importance of early intervention in 
identifying children with dyslexia and other learning differences. 

In Conversation with Diane Lyon on the Importance of Finding Your Voice: Diane Lyon, founder of the Parent 
Coalition for Literacy and wife of Dr. Reid Lyon, is interviewed by Dr. Tim Odegard for his podcast Dyslexia 
Uncovered. Diane talks about growing up with dyslexia, raising a son with dyslexia, and her fierce parent 
advocacy at the state and national level, including her time working for the U.S. Department of Education and 
other impactful endeavors. 

Black and Dyslexic: by Winifred Winston and LeDerek Horne, this podcast series educates, empowers, and 
equips adults and parents of children with dyslexia and other language-based learning differences with a focus 
on Black and underrepresented minorities. 

 

DEVELOPMENTAL LANGUAGE DISORDER (DLD) 

WEBSITE: DLD and Me: a website to raise awareness about Developmental Language Disorder and offer support, 
resources, and more. 

FACTSHEET: Developmental Language Disorder (DLD) Factsheet- English and other languages, by RADLD: Raising 
Awareness about Developmental Language Disorder- this factsheet provides information on DLD including 
associated difficulties, employment and mental health considerations, and intervention. 

WEBINAR: Developmental Language Disorder: by Dr. Tiffany Hogan for The Windward Institute, this presentation 
describes the characteristics of DLD and its impact on academic outcomes, compares and contrasts DLD with 
dyslexia, and indicates how DLD can be identified and supported by families and educators. 

ARTICLE: A Call for School-Based Language Screenings: An article by Dr. Tiffany Hogan about the importance of 
language screening in school. 

 

General Resources for Parent/Family Advocacy Efforts 

COURSES: 

Building a Parent Dyslexia Group with Parents for Reading Justice: This masterclass and workbook provides a 
roadmap for parents of children with dyslexia to form an advocacy group to press for evidence-based reading 
instruction in their schools. 

Iowa Reading Research Center - Caregiver's Course: A course called "What do I do if I think my child has a 
learning disability?" assists caregivers in learning how to advocate for their child. 

SPEECH:  Dr. Shawn Robinson - Alumni Awards Ceremony Acceptance Speech: author, consultant, entrepreneur 
and public speaker Dr. Shawn Robinson describes his life as a student with undiagnosed dyslexia and how he 
overcame obstacles, learned to read and went on to earn a doctoral degree. 

PODCAST: The Education Trust: ExtraOrdinary Districts podcast: S4E15 The Right to Read: An interview with 

https://www.dyslexiaallianceforblackchildren.org/faqs-videos
https://www.dyslexiaallianceforblackchildren.org/
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/s2-e8-dyslexia-facts-myths-and-strategies-with-dr/id1691166511?i=1000645848121
https://www.gse.harvard.edu/ideas/edcast/23/10/case-early-dyslexia-screening
https://open.spotify.com/episode/47S83N4cT9h4TSEaiRUu93
https://open.spotify.com/show/7eWfOfE82H3ITpW5AcUVnD
https://open.spotify.com/show/7eWfOfE82H3ITpW5AcUVnD
https://open.spotify.com/show/1Ike4f4HNPBh6GvqoR5c9Q
https://dldandme.org/
https://www.dldandme.org/resources
https://radld.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/DLD-Fact-Sheet-English.pdf
https://radld.org/about/dld/dld-fact-sheet/
https://radld.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TEy3Ioyghe4
https://www.dldandme.org/all-articles/a-call-for-school-based-language-screenings
https://parentsforreadingjustice.org/
https://parentsforreadingjustice.org/workbook
https://sped.irrc-learning.org/#/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0HpZwvDW1u4
https://drshawnarobinson.com/
https://edtrust.org/the-equity-line/the-right-to-read/
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attorney Mark Rosenbaum and Dr. Nell Duke on the responsibility of schools to teach children to read, and a 
discussion on legal cases to establish that responsibility. 

RESOURCE HUBS: 

University of Florida Literacy Institute (UFLI): Parent Resource Hub: A collection of web-based language and 
literacy resources for caregivers. 

Iowa Reading Research Center- Caregivers Resource Hub: A collection of resources organized into eLearning 
modules for caregivers. 

The Oakland REACH: A Virtual Family Hub of resources, support and training. 

ARTICLES: 

The Parent Response to “Opinion: A call for rejecting the newest reading wars” in The Hechinger Report: An 
open letter forcefully responding to a letter by 58 educators who criticized the ‘Sold a Story’ podcast series for 
selling an incomplete story about reading instruction. 

The 74: St. Louis NAACP Marshals Local Nonprofits to Help Make Sure Every Child Can Read: 'When white 
America has the flu or a cold, Black America has pneumonia' — 'Right to Read' campaign targets huge disparities 
in third-grade literacy. 

The 74: Oakland Study Finds Parents as Effective as Teachers in Tutoring Young Readers: CRPE’s look at The 
Oakland REACH called parents ‘untapped pools of talent’ in promoting literacy. 

The Hechinger Report: NAACP Targets a New Civil Rights Issue- Reading: Fairfax County NAACP and other local 
advocates call on school district leaders to address the persistent achievement gap for minority students by 
requiring systematic, cumulative, phonics-based reading instruction in all elementary classrooms. 

DOCUMENTARIES: 

Our Dyslexic Children:  In 2010, a group of parents in a suburban Ohio school district discovered their children 
could not read. They formed a grass-roots organization and filed a systemic group complaint against the school 
district. This documentary serves as a roadmap for parents to advocate on behalf of all children. 

The Right to Read: Follows Oakland NAACP activist, Kareem Weaver, who believes literacy is our most 
important civil right. With a focus on Black and brown children, Kareem demands Oakland schools bring in 
science-based reading instruction. 

Blame it on Gutenberg: About the evolving science of dyslexia, dueling theories about how to teach reading, 
and one family’s landmark struggle with an unresponsive school system. 

The Truth About Reading: A look at the illiteracy problem in America, highlighting people who learned to read 
as adults, and sharing proposed solutions for working towards a future where every child learns to read 
proficiently. 

Hopeville: How to Win the Reading Wars: Examines the US reading crisis and how instruction aligned to 
reading science can help nearly all children learn to read.  

ORGANIZATIONS: 

Decoding Dyslexia: a network of parent-led grassroots movements which aims to raise dyslexia awareness, 
empower families to support their children, and inform policymakers on best practices to identify, remediate 
and support students with dyslexia. 

Council of Parent Attorneys and Advocates (COPAA): An organization that supports the educational rights of 
students with disabilities and their families. 

National Parents Union: A parent-led organization that works to advocate for policies and initiatives that 
support families and promote educational equity; includes a specific focus on literacy, dyslexia and special 
education. 

 

https://ufli.education.ufl.edu/resources/parent/
https://irrc-caregiver.org/
https://oaklandreach.org/hub/
https://openletter.earth/the-parent-response-to-opinion-a-call-for-rejecting-the-newest-reading-wars-in-the-hechinger-report-3f703f9f?limit=0
https://hechingerreport.org/opinion-a-call-for-rejecting-the-newest-reading-wars/
https://www.the74million.org/article/st-louis-naacp-marshals-local-nonprofits-to-help-make-sure-every-child-can-read/?s=03
https://www.the74million.org/article/oakland-study-finds-parents-as-effective-as-teachers-in-tutoring-young-readers/
https://hechingerreport.org/naacp-targets-a-new-civil-rights-issue-reading/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oJ7xa6meD2Q
https://www.therighttoreadfilm.org/
https://blameitongutenberg.org/
https://thetruthaboutreading.com/
https://www.hopevillefilm.com/
https://www.decodingdyslexia.net/
https://www.copaa.org/page/studentsandfamilies
https://nationalparentsunion.org/organizing-and-partnerships/
https://nationalparentsunion.org/organizing-and-partnerships/
https://nationalparentsunion.org/organizing-and-partnerships/special-ed-and-dyslexia-toolkit/
https://nationalparentsunion.org/organizing-and-partnerships/special-ed-and-dyslexia-toolkit/
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Resources for Engaging with Your Child’s Teacher 

ARTICLES: 

Is My School Getting Reading Right? What to Ask. What to Look For: An explanation of the components of 
good reading instruction, along with questions to ask your child’s teacher. This is Part 2 of a 3-part series called 
Guide to Reading Advocacy by the R2R Project. Part 1 is about the importance of collaboration between the 
mainstream classroom teacher and the special education team, and Part 3 addresses how to advocate for a 
change in how your child is being taught. (Right to Read Project) 

Parent Involvement vs. Parent Engagement: Is There a Difference?: This article discusses the importance of 
parent engagement and why it matters for students’ educational outcomes (Parents for Public Schools) 

What Parents Need to Know About the Research On How Kids Learn to Read: What good reading looks like in 
a classroom, and suggestions for questions parents can ask their children’s teachers. 

 

SCREENING AND ASSESSMENT 

EAC Assessments Team Menu: This menu contains a section for parents under the heading, “Assessment in 
General”. 

 

VIDEO: Screening: What Is It and Why Is It Important?: An introduction to screening for risk of reading 
difficulties. (NCIL) 

 

ARTICLE: Screening and Assessment: Information on the four types of reading assessments used in schools, a list 
of common tools, and links to additional resources. (Reading Rockets) 

 

FACTSHEET: Universal Screening: K-2 Reading: Information on the importance of universal screening in the 
primary grades to identify students in need of reading intervention. (IDA) 

 

PODCAST: Biliteracy and assessment with Dr. Lillian Durán: Dr. Durán discusses the advantages of bilingualism 
and the skills those students bring to school, and the process of screening and assessment. (Amplify Science of 
Reading: The Podcast) 

 

ASSESSMENT TOOLS: CUBED-3 Assessment: A language comprehension and word recognition assessment tool, by 
Language Dynamics Group. 

 

Resources for Engaging with Your Principal or District Leaders 

TOOLS/TOOLKITS: 

Literacy Dialogue Tool for Parents/Caregivers: This tool provides examples of questions you might ask your 
school principal or literacy leader to start a dialog about the school or district literacy program. The tool was 
developed in consideration of Colorado’s READ Act, but this is a generic version that the CDE produced so it can 
be used by parents across the country. 

 

https://righttoreadproject.com/2020/10/26/is-my-childs-school-getting-reading-right-what-to-ask-what-to-look-for/
https://www.readingrockets.org/blogs/right-to-read/guide-reading-advocacy-part-1-connecting-mainstream-classroom-and-special
https://righttoreadproject.com/2020/10/26/teacher-advocate-bystander-or-adversary/
https://righttoreadproject.com/
https://parents4publicschools.org/family-involvement-vs-family-engagement-whats-the-difference/
https://parents4publicschools.org/
https://hechingerreport.org/what-parents-need-to-know-about-the-research-on-how-kids-learn-to-read/
https://evidenceadvocacycenter.org/assessment-resources-menu/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oQZzAQ19M-g
https://www.readingrockets.org/helping-all-readers/screening-and-assessment
https://dyslexiaida.org/universal-screening-k-2-reading/
https://amplify.com/episode/science-of-reading-the-podcast/season-5/episode-2-biliteracy-and-assessment-with-dr-lillian-duran/
https://www.languagedynamicsgroup.com/cubed/get-cubed/#:~:text=Free%20Paper/Pencil%20Download,address%20with%20the%20download%20link
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1nfa4KbriLwYagEJ4yimM1L-r8lJKP3mjUQSIDjlXDuk/edit
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Evidence Advocacy Center Family/Caregiver Advocacy Implementation Handout: Family/Caregiver advocacy 
organizations can use this handout to guide questions to ask and what to look for when advocating with 
classroom teachers, school and district leadership as well as leaders from state education agencies as 
appropriate for the use of research-based resources/practices. 

PODCASTS: 

How Can Parents and Educators Advocate for Reading-Science Aligned Curriculum and Instruction?: Melissa & 
Lori Love Literacy, with Brett Tingley, founder of Parents for Reading Justice and host of Literacy Now Podcast - 
Learn how parents can come together to advocate for their schools to use evidence-based methods of literacy 
instruction. 

Turning It Around: New Madrid, MO Administrators Share Their Recipe for Literacy Success: Jessica Hamman 
of Glean Education interviews a Principal and Superintendent about their success in raising literacy rates in their 
district, and how other districts can use their model to successfully raise their literacy rates. 

 

LETTER: Fairfax County NAACP letter to Superintendent of Fairfax County Public Schools: This organization 
demands a switch to evidence-based structured literacy methods of teaching reading in all K-3 general education 
classrooms. 

 

ARTICLE: What WNY Schools Can Learn From Seaford School District: Top takeaways from a trip by over 40 
education leaders to learn about Seaford’s success in moving from near the bottom of the State in reading scores, 
to the top. 

 

Resources for Engaging with Your Board of Education 

SAMPLE LETTERS: 

Letter to the Lindbergh Board: Letter from community members to their school board of education addressing 
concerns about low literacy rates and poor curricula in district schools and advocating for the adoption of 
evidence-based structured literacy programs, comprehensive teacher training, and increased accountability for 
students with Individualized Education Programs (IEPs), while urging parental involvement in curriculum reform 
decisions. 

Template for Board Communication for Parent/Community Advocacy: Sample public comments and template 
of parent/community engagement at the school board level. 

Letter to SCUSD Board members: Template of parent/community engagement at the school board level. 
 

VIDEO: Visitors Comments to Lindbergh Board of Ed by Diane Dragan, Esq.: A parent’s comments to her school 
board on the poor results from intervention services for children with reading disabilities and lack of 
accountability by the district. 

ARTICLES: 

A School Board Member's Insights: A pediatrician and school board member describes what school boards can 
and should do to advocate for evidence-based literacy programs in their schools. (The Reading League Journal) 

How our district moved the needle on early literacy (and you can too): Todd Collins, school board member and 
founder of the California Reading Coalition, discusses how his district tackled its long-standing issue of low 

https://evidenceadvocacycenter.org/implementation-guides/pfa-implementation-handout-download/
https://literacypodcast.com/blog/how-can-educators-and-parents-advocate
https://parentsforreadingjustice.org/
https://open.spotify.com/show/6d98p8DIfdTETi5P0aaeSk
https://podcasts.gleaneducation.com/ed-leaders-podcast/turning-it-around
https://www.fairfaxnaacp.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/FCPS-Literacy-Letter-April-2021.pdf
https://wnyeducationalliance.substack.com/p/what-wny-schools-can-learn-from-seaford
https://docs.google.com/document/d/17PZ1w1TEjcSZnlhCCnyAld6rF3X3pdNjTpOhPE4YuD8/edit?fbclid=IwAR1DgWE61lECcPiIpj4GhmJZlinlahsD8y_Q7LHzOU_rLk-5jhIPqaJprfc
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-cfFPU5k_zIcPaO2cDT65ACLiBQxriESSnwomdf0aDc/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/15BY_eH5mgKo3A-XAzeC48xzli9YylrHXx249iGunG9k/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.facebook.com/LitLindbergh/videos/574341537905946/
https://www.thereadingleague.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/01/TRLJ-Changing-Course-Large-Scale-Implementation.pdf
https://edsource.org/2023/how-any-district-can-could-move-the-needle-on-early-literacy/697137
https://www.careads.org/
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reading proficiency among high-need students. He also addresses the issue in this Leading Literacy podcast 
interview. 

 
 

 

Resources for Parent Advocacy in Your Community or State 
(State Board of Ed / Dept of Education / State Legislature) 

SPEECHES/TESTIMONY: 

Response to Mills College at Northeastern Undermining Students’ Civil Right to Read: A letter to the Oakland, 
CA community from Fulcrum Executive Director Kareem Weaver. 

Ameer Baraka at Senate HELP Committee Hearing on Dyslexia: actor, producer and author Ameer Baraka 
testifies at Senate Health, Education, Labor & Pensions (HELP) Committee on the impact of undiagnosed 
dyslexia on his life. PDF Transcript 

Brett Tingley Testimony at Ohio State Board of Education: Brett Tingley of Parents for Reading Justice 
(formerly Our Dyslexic Children) testifies in support of the Ohio Dyslexia Guidebook, at 3:30:30 through 5:05:00. 

Sample parent comments and Sample teacher comments: Examples of comments by parents and teachers 
when advocating at the state level (e.g., ‘Visitors Comments’ at state board of ed meeting, testimony at a 
legislative hearing, or at a press conference). 
 

PODCASTS: 

“Literacy Leadership” The Learning Ally Podcast- with Sonya Thomas: interview with the executive director of 
Nashville PROPEL, a parent advocacy group that organizes and develops powerful parent leaders who demand 
equitable education policies and practices. 

“Literacy Leadership” The Learning Ally Podcast- with Resha Conroy: interview with the founder of the 
Dyslexia Alliance for Black Children, an organization that supports Black children who are dyslexic, their 
families and their communities to transform barriers to literacy through education and empowerment, and to 
confront racial bias in public education through collaboration and action. 

The Literacy View- with Kate Mayer: parent advocate, teacher and co-founder of Everyone Reads PA, a 
nonprofit organization with the mission to ensure that every educator and parent in Pennsylvania has the tools 
they need to help all students read to the best of their potential. 

Leading Literacy Podcast- with Denise Morgan: parent advocate and co-founder of Equitable Literacy for All, 
Denise talks about her advocacy work in California at the local, district and State levels. 
 

ARTICLE: Training School Leaders to Spend Wisely: Article regarding new provision in the Every Student Succeeds 
Act where beginning with the 2018-19 school year, school-level expenditure data is made public. 
 

REPORTS TO SUPPORT ADVOCACY EFFORTS: 

2024 Nashville’s Hidden Literacy Crisis: What Parents Are Doing About It: A Nashville P.R.O.P.E.L. whitepaper. 

Families in Schools: The Literacy Crisis in Los Angeles and Beyond: A 2024 landscape report on the early 
literacy crisis in Los Angeles. 

Equitable Literacy for All Students: California State PTA resolution which passed in 2023. This process may be 
replicable in other states. 

NCTQ State of the States 2024: Five Policy Actions to Strengthen Implementation of the Science of Reading: 

https://leadingliteracy.libsyn.com/todd-collins
https://leadingliteracy.libsyn.com/todd-collins
https://www.fulcrumliteracy.org/media/mills-college-oakland-community
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jyFiOYCqvyk
https://www.help.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/Baraka1.pdf
https://www.ohiochannel.org/video/state-board-of-education-2-15-2022
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1cG9s6Ecyzuh6c0qbddG3K8aQllc8GpeQZEf0oavEmHo/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1Wg0gEa_Al_nZFnW48Jf9UJYdzixZT1yGPNjPq4ieQJU/edit?usp=sharing
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/literacy-change-makers-igniting-a-community-movement/id1560773921?i=1000642621500
https://nashvillepropel.org/
https://podcasts.apple.com/us/podcast/literacy-change-makers-engaging-parents-in-a/id1560773921?i=1000643505851
https://www.dyslexiaallianceforblackchildren.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HhUt2_mtC-A&t=75s
https://www.pareads.org/
https://leadingliteracy.libsyn.com/denise-morgan-parent-advocate
https://equitableliteracyforall.org/
https://www.educationnext.org/equipping-school-leaders-spend-wisely-education-dollars/
https://nashvillepropel.org/literacy-crisis/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19wHgY-pl9yB6PHWbCzhvl8H-fu3Kh24b/view
https://img1.wsimg.com/blobby/go/50382c20-e8d6-442c-94c4-1f598f45a7bf/downloads/Resolution%20Equitable%20Literacy%20FINAL%20APPROVED.pdf?ver=1709065659278
https://www.nctq.org/publications/State-of-the-States-2024-Five-Policy-Actions-to-Strengthen-Implementation-of-the-Science-of-Reading
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Report on current state policies and recommendations for changes. 

NCTQ Teacher Prep Review: Strengthening Elementary Reading Instruction:  Report regarding teacher 
preparation programs implementing scientifically-based reading instruction. 

NCTQ The Four Pillars to Reading Success: An Action Guide for States: An Action Guide Report for States. 

A Nation of Readers: How State Chiefs Can Help Every Child Learn to Read: This report by the Council of Chief 
State School Officers provides recommendations for state leaders to improve reading skills for all students. 

ExcelInEd Comprehensive Policy Solutions and Literacy Map: A comprehensive resource including a Literacy 
Map that indicates 18 Early Literacy Fundamental Principles that provide educators and families with strategies 
to improve literacy outcomes.  

EAB Narrowing the Third Grade Reading Gap: Research Briefing prepared by District Leadership Forum Setting 
Out Science of Reading. 
 

LETTERS: 

Letter ISO SB 691:  Parent advocate letter in support of California state legislative bill related to early screening 
for at risk readers. 

Letter ISO AB 2222:  Parent advocate letter in support of California state legislation related to comprehensive 
literacy bill. 

 

Education Law: Know Your Rights 

Wrightslaw - IDEA 2004: This website provides free access to resources about special education law and 
advocacy. This section is specifically about the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act. 

 

Wrightslaw - FAPE: Learn about a ‘Free and Appropriate Public Education’ under IDEA.  

 

Wrightslaw - Child Find Mandate: By law, all school districts are required to identify, locate, and evaluate children 
with disabilities. 

 

Wrightslaw - Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA): By law, schools must ensure that all students receive a fair, 
equitable, and quality education, and close educational achievement gaps. Included are provisions specifically 
designed to improve literacy instruction including requiring evidence-based strategies to effectively teach reading 
and writing. 

 

Updated 04/23/25 

 

https://www.nctq.org/review/standard/Reading-Foundations
https://www.nctq.org/dmsView/the_four_pillars_to_reading_success
https://learning.ccsso.org/a-nation-of-readers
https://earlyliteracymatters.org/comprehensive-policy/
https://earlyliteracymatters.org/literacy-map/
https://pages.eab.com/rs/732-GKV-655/images/Narrowing%20the%20Third-Grade%20Reading%20Gap_research%20briefing.pdf
https://img1.wsimg.com/blobby/go/50382c20-e8d6-442c-94c4-1f598f45a7bf/downloads/2023-04-24-LTR-ISO%20SB%20691%20Equitable%20Literacy%20f.pdf?ver=1709065659257
https://img1.wsimg.com/blobby/go/50382c20-e8d6-442c-94c4-1f598f45a7bf/downloads/2024-02-15-LETTER%20ISO%20AB%202222.pdf?ver=1709065659227
https://www.wrightslaw.com/idea/index.htm
https://www.wrightslaw.com/info/fape.index.htm
https://www.understood.org/en/articles/what-is-and-isnt-covered-under-fape
https://www.wrightslaw.com/info/child.find.mandate.htm
https://sites.ed.gov/idea/regs/b/b/300.111
https://www.wrightslaw.com/essa/index.htm
https://www.understood.org/en/articles/every-student-succeeds-act-essa-what-you-need-to-know

