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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Happy Holidays to my favorite camellia friends!

The Board and | want to wish all of you a wonderful Christmas season!
We have much to be thankful for this year. Gary and Carol Schanz are
getting better, it is cooling off so our camellia blooms are slowing down,
and our new camellia members continue to be part of our society!

Do not forget to bring your favorite holiday treats to our next meeting on
Sunday, December 14th, and if you wish to participate in the gift
exchange, please bring a wrapped gift (approximately $15-$20). Do not
put your name on the gift as we will tag it when you arrive.

We will have cute holiday themed table decorations we will be raffling
off, along with Madeline Pyo bringing some japonicas from Nuccio’s for
our plant raffle. And a few Christmas themed silent auction items.
Since Nuccio’s will be closing this spring be sure to purchase raffle
tickets as it won't be long until we won’t be able to obtain any of their
wonderful plants.

My wish for you all is that you continue to have good health, enjoy your
family and friends, and make lots of happy memories this Christmas
season.

See you at the meeting!
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CAMELLIA SOCIETY OF SACRAMENTO
2025-2026 EXECUTIVE BOARD

President

Julie Vierra

916-371-2174

1st Vice President

LuAnn Lantsberger

916-729-9892

2nd Vice President

Bill Kitagawa

916-591-5654

Recording Secretary

Carol Schanz

916-296-2993

Corresponding Secretary

LuUAnn Lantsberger

916-729-9892

Treasurer

Rosemary Cooper

559-779-1197

Historian

Joan Lesmeister

916-206-9104

NCCC Representative

Barbara Smith

916-642-2957

2025-2026 ADVISORY BOARD

Show Chairpersons

Julie Vierra (also Chair of Judges),
Don Lesmeister & LUAnn Lantsberger

ACS/ICS Representative

Justin Bergamini/Carol Schanz

ACS Pacific Regional Vice President

Carol Schanz

Education, Research & Science

Don Lesmeister

Greeter

Darlene Fong

Hospitality

Linda Grant & Sydney Donnell Morris

Meeting Bloom Display

Julie Vierra

Membership

LuAnn Lantsberger

New Member Liaison

Tanis Toland

Nominating Committee Chair

Rosemary Cooper

Past President

Carol Schanz

Community Outreach/Culture Liaisons

Julie Vierra & LuAnn Lantsberger

Sunshine

Jackie Randall

Ways & Means

Julie Vierra, Rosemary Cooper, LUANN
Lantsberger, Joan Lesmeister, Carol Schanz

Website

Rosemary Cooper, LUAnn Lantsberger and
Julie Vierra
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General Meeting Dates for 2025/26
All meetings are on the following Sundays at 2 p.m.

October 26th, 2025

1 November 16th, 2025*

A e December 14th, 2025*
o A January 25th, 2026

e m Wi% February 22nd, 2026
¥ i)@\ fi March 22nd, 2026

*(a week earlier because of holidays)
LUNCHEON: Sunday, April 26th
(location TBD)

MEETING LOCATION: Eskaton Land Park
3225 Freeport Blvd, Sacramento

THIS MONTH’S PLANT RAFFLE - Bill Kitagawa

e Ace O’ Hearts - Medium to large, deep red with yellow anthers, semidouble

o Demi Tasse - Small to medium, peach blossom pink with yellow anthers and white filaments, semi
double.

Y
e Pink Perfection - Small, shell pink, formal double nn
*
SPECIAL RAFFLE - Yuletide - brilliant red with yellow stamens.




Our December meeting will be filled
with good friends, our favorite treats
to share, a gift exchange, holiday
games, and our raffle and silent

auction.

We hope you are all able to attend.

27 28 29 30

DATE PROGRAM SPEAKER
October 26, Winning Blooms of the 2025 | Justin Bergamini
2025 Camellia Season
November 16, Garden Myths and Q&A Marlene Simon

2025

December 14, | Gift Exchange & Desserts! |Start show prep & Jackie will

2025 review Photo Contest rules
January 25, Preparing the for Show w/Q&A. |Julie Vierra, LUAnn Lantsberger & Don
2026 From how to prepare blooms |[Lesmeister

while still on the plant to
transporting them to the show
(and everything in between!!)

February 22, Grafting Justin Bergamini
2026

March 22, End of year ice cream social and | Review of show
2026 fancy desserts

April 26, Luncheon, Installation of Fun for all!
2026 Officers, Silent Auction, Plant

Raffle, Great Friends, Laughs
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Cinnamon Sugar Pecans - LuAnn Lantsberger

1 large egg white

2 teaspoons vanilla extract
2 teaspoons water

1 cup granulated sugar

15 teaspoon sea salt

14 tablespoon cinnamon

1 pound pecan halves

e Spray large baking sheet with Pam
e Mix sugar, salt and cinnamon and place in a gallon zip lock bag

o Whisk egg white, vanilla and water, add pecans and coat thoroughly
e Place pecans in zip lock back and shake to completely coat

e Spread pecans in a single layer on greased baking sheet and bake at 250 degrees for 1 hour,
tossing pecans every 15 minutes

Enjoy!

Note: | love to crumble these on top of my oatmeal!!

2026 Photography Contest

Just a reminder to take pictures of those blooming camellias for this year’s photography contest.
The categories are:

e 3 Camelllias of the same kind

e Camellia(s) with children

o Camellia(s) with pets

o Camellia(s) in a patriotic setting
o Camellia(s) with food
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UPCOMING SHOW DATES—
2026 NORTHERN CALIFORNIA SHOW SCHEDULE

February 21st

Mini-Show

Desco Plaza llI

3675 Mt. Diablo Blvd, Lafayette

Contact: Justin Bergamini, 707-637-7051

March 7th & 8th

Camellia Society of Sacramento Show
Scottish Rite Temple

6151 H Street, Sacramento

Contact: Don Lesmeister, 916-742-3443 or
Julie Vierra, 916-371-2174, 916-812-3202

March 14th & 15th

Northern California Camellia Society Show
St. Andrews Celebration Center,

1601 Mary Drive, Pleasant Hill

Contact: Justin Bergamini, 707-637-7051

March 21st

Camellia Society of Modesto Show
Location Modesto Junior College
Contact: Cindy Cook, 209-484-1369

Just a
reminder...

MEMBERSHIP DUES for 2025/26

o $25 - Regular Membership
o $30 - Sustaining Membership

« An additional $5 will be required if you request the newsletter be sent via U.S. mail to cover the

cost of printing and postage.

Please send your check to: LUAnn Lantsberger, 2960 Brenda Way, West Sacramento, CA 95691

Thank you for supporting our society!




CAMELLIA HISTORY - Joan Lesmeister

In December 2015, Jackie Randall announced a special section in her Photo Contest for our 2016
show for a certain camellia...this is a test...do you know what the name could have been? So beautiful
& prolific, and a wonderful bloomer this time of year! You'll want to get one, if you don't already have
one! | wonder what Jackie's categories for 2026 Photo Contest will be, you'll want to enter!

Morry
Chrastnas!

CAMELLIA CULTURE - Don Lesmeister

In the month of December, our thoughts are directed more towards events of the holiday
season rather than camellias. However, remember to not neglect your camelias. They still
need watering and fertilizing with a product without nitrogen. Also, you should continue
disbudding and it is a prime time to do your gibbing (if that is something you do).

During this time of year nurseries also begin to put their camellia plants out for sale. So
maybe you can get a gift card from a nursery for friends and/or relatives to purchase a
camellia, or two!

Now that the Nuccio brothers are retiring and fewer varieties will be introduced in our area,
the older varieties that are available at local nurseries will become more popular. | believe
camellia varieties from the southern states will be our primary source for new varieties.
However, remember that California does not legally permit camellia plants to be shipped into
the state.

Since scions are still allowed to be shipped into the state, that means if you want to have
newer varieties you will have to learn how to graft. Between members of the Sacramento,
NorCal and Modesto societies we have most of the Nuccio varieties and we will have a graft-
ing demonstration at our February meeting. If this is something you are interested in, please
let me know if you would like to purchase some understock. We will have a sign up sheet at

the December meeting. _—
® @@
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