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THE HOLLINS ENGLISH DEPARTMENT

LITERACY 

A Book of Writing, Reading & Vocabulary Challenges

There are FORTY-TWO merits on offer in this booklet!! 

Do you have what it takes to collect them all??



Contents
Description

AIM: To complete as many writing, reading and vocabulary challenges as you can 

before starting The Hollins!

Writing 

Challenges

Write about an experience where you helped someone. (3 x merits)

Write a fact-file on the childhood of Charles Dickens. (5 x merits)

Reading 

Challenges

Read the following fiction extract from ‘Oliver Twist’ and answer the 

comprehension questions.                                     (3 x merits)

Read the following non-fiction extract on Joe Wicks – the nation’s P.E.  

teacher and answer the comprehension questions. (3 x merits)

Vocabulary
Oliver Twist Vocabulary – see how many you can learn and use! 
(8 merits on offer!!)

Independent
Reading

Reading @ The Hollins

Reading Record (20 merits on offer!!)

Carry on Reading this Summer

The Hollins LRC – Read to Succeed

The Hollins LRC Web App

Class novel – term 1!



Aim

1) Writing and Reading Challenges

◦ TASK: will explain what it is you are to complete.

◦ ADDED CHALLENGE: will be your chance to push yourself and demonstrate those literacy skills! 

◦ ‘LINK TO Y7’ CHALLENGE: this is your chance to continue building these literacy skills into your 

Year 7 studies. 

2) Vocabulary

◦ AIM: to learn as many of the words as possible and to use them in your own sentence

To complete as many writing, reading, vocabulary 

challenges (or carry out independent reading) as you 

can before joining us at The Hollins!

We want you to feel as comfortable as possible when joining us at The Hollins and this booklet is 
the perfect way to avoid ‘getting out of the habit’ of simply reading, writing and challenging 

yourself! The more you complete, the more merits you could earn in September! You may wish 
to focus on the writing and reading challenges, vocabulary or your own independent reading, 

or all of it! 

3) Reading

◦AIM: to log 

any type of 

extended 

reading 

carried out 

over the 

summer to 

earn merits.



WRITING 
CHALLENGES



Writing Challenge 1
(3 x merits):

TASK:

Write about an experience where 
you helped someone.

Example:

A neighbour had posted a letter through our 
letterbox. It was a plea to the entire street to help 
fill a ‘sharing box’ (a box where you could place 
food, other useful household items, books, etc.). It 
works on a ‘help-yourself’ basis, but we were 
encouraged to donate too. We’ve donated the 
following so far: a pad of paper, three tins of tuna 
and a bag of dry pasta.

ADDED CHALLENGE:

Punctuation: Aim to include a pair of 
brackets, a colon and the apostrophe of 
omission within your writing.

Pair of Brackets – is used within a sentence to include 
information that is not essential to the main point.

Colon - can be used to introduce something (a list, answer, 
explanation, etc.) or to separate two independent but 
linked clauses. 

Apostrophe of omission – is when we create a contraction 
by shortening two words into one.

Can you find each of the punctuation marks in the example?

‘Link to Year 7’ Challenge: Use all three punctuation types in a piece of classwork. Show your teacher 

to claim your merits!! 

RESPONSIBLE & KIND



Writing Challenge 2 (5 x merits):
TASK:  Write a fact-file on the childhood 
of Charles Dickens, using effective 
research.

You may wish to include the following information:

◦ Birth
◦ Early years
◦ Education
◦ Family
◦ Interesting facts
◦ Things he has written that include the theme of 

‘childhood’
◦ Any other information

ADDED CHALLENGE:

Research Question:

How does Charles Dickens’ childhood 

compare to that of Oliver Twist?

◦ You may wish to create another fact-file for 

Oliver Twist using the same headings as you 

did for Charles Dickens?

◦ Or you may wish to compare the two people 

side-by-side in a table of 

similarities/differences?

‘Link to Year 7’ – Show your teacher your fact-file (and/or added challenge task) to be entered into a 

competition and have the chance of winning.

ASPIRATIONAL

Oliver Twist will be your very first 

novel studied in English!!



READING 
CHALLENGES



Reading Challenge 1 (3 x merits):
TASK:

Read the following extract and answer 
the comprehension questions:
The room in which the boys were fed was a large stone hall, with 
a copper at one end; out of which the master, dressed in an 
apron for the purpose, and assisted by one or two women, 
ladled the gruel at mealtimes. Of this festive composition the 
boys had one porringer and no more – except on occasions of 
public rejoicing when he had two ounces and a quarter of 
bread besides.

The bowls never wanted washing. The boys polished them with 
their spoons again till they shone again; and when they had 
performed this operation (which never took very long, the spoons 
being nearly as large as the bowls), they would sit staring at the 
copper, with such eager eyes, as if they could have devoured 
the very bricks of which it was composed; employing themselves 
meanwhile, in sucking their fingers most assiduously, with the view 
of catching up any stray splashes of gruel that might have been 
cast thereon.                                               (Oliver Twist, Charles Dickens)

Reading Comprehension:

1. Find out what the following words mean: 
composition, rejoicing, devoured, 
assiduously, thereon.

2. What is being described in the opening 
sentence? What is happening?

3. What might it mean by ‘public 
rejoicing’? Why might that have meant 
the boys got more food?

4. Why did the bowls never need washing?

5. From the second paragraph collect a list 
of four quotations that show the boys 
were hungry.

‘Link to Year 7’ Challenge: Carry out a research task on another of Charles Dickens’ novels that has 

childhood as a theme. Tell your teacher a summary of that story to claim your merit! 

RESPECTFUL

Oliver Twist will be your very first 

novel studied in English!!



Reading Challenge 2 
(3 x merits):

TASK:

Read the following extract on a Joe Wicks (‘the 
nation’s P.E. teacher’) interview and complete the 
comprehension activities.
“I grew up in a dysfunctional household, but ain’t they all?” he says, matter of factly. “I grew up on a 
council estate, but I still had a roof over my head, we still had food, I went on school trips. I wasn’t 
completely deprived. I had a great childhood. The only thing was my dad was in and out – that was 
difficult. My dad was in and out of rehab, so he wasn’t always there.”

I have been warned that Joe, 34, won’t talk in detail about his personal life before we meet to discuss his 
latest book, Veggie Lean in 15 – his seventh since his wellness empire took off like the clappers in 2014, 
catapulting Joe from a grafting personal trainer to Britain’s number one fitness phenomenon, thanks to his 
renowned Instagram videos, and three little words – lean in 15.

In five years, he’s amassed 2.5 million Instagram followers, flogged three million books pushing his 15-
minute recipes and workouts, secured a series on Channel 4, and even created his own Wicks-ionary – he 
cooks with ‘midget trees’ (broccoli), ‘midget sprouts’ (peas), and says everyone should chuck out ‘the 
sad step’ (scales).

He’s self-made, globally famous, and worth a reported £14.5 million, but Joe’s feet are firmly tethered to 
the ground, because he deliberately swerves the limelight. He’s never on a red carpet, can afford a car 
park of sports cars but still drives a Mini Cooper, and despite employing a 50-strong army of “support 
heroes” who could easily pick up the social media slack, he personally engages with his gazillions of fans 
who reach out via Instagram at all hours of the day and night – no mean feat for a new dad.

Overall Comprehension

1. Underline the parts 

spoken by Joe Wicks.

2. Circle the parts spoken 

by the interviewer.

3. What does the word 

‘dysfunctional’ mean?

4. Why do you think he calls 

the scales ‘the sad 

step’?

5. Find and write down 10 

words or phrases that 

promote a positive view 

of Joe Wicks.

‘Link to Year 7’ Challenge: Tell your teacher about a time you were resilient and did not give on 

something.

RESILIENT



VOCABULARY

Oliver Twist



AIM – to learn as many of the 24 words as 
possible and to use them in your own sentence
Word Definition & Example Linked 

Words

My Example(s)

benefit

To do good; a good thing

Being kind benefits everyone
Beneficial

Beneficiary

Beneficent

authority

Being in charge; having leadership

Dad has the authority to make 

decisions about his children

Authorise

Author

Authoritarian

legislate

Make rules about

It was hard to legislate for Brexit.
Legal

Legislation

significant

Important; key

The most significant moment in my 

education was when I learn to 

read.

Significantly

Significance

Signify

reside

Live

My nan resides by the seaside.
Resident

Residential

consequence

The result of something

As a consequence of her hard work, 

she got into Oxford University.

Consequently 
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AIM – to learn as many of the 24 words as 
possible and to use them in your own sentence
Word Definition & Example Linked 

Words

My Example

principle

The moral law or belief behind

something

Doctors live by the principle of

respecting every life.

Don’t confuse 
‘principle’ with 
‘principal’, 
meaning the first 
or most important

compensate
Make up for, sometimes with money

I had to compensate my brother 

when I smashed his phone.

Compensation 

outcome
The result 

The outcome of the football match 

was a win for St Anne’s

welfare
Health and happiness

Parents are concerned about their 

children’s welfare

Welfare visit

Welfare state

domestic

Private, inside the home 

Women in the Victorian era played a 

domestic role and were expected to 

stay indoors. 

Domesticity

Domesticated 

sufficient
Enough 

There was sufficient meat and 

insufficient gravy on my roast dinner. 

Suffice

Insufficient

(opp.)
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AIM – to learn as many of the 24 words as 
possible and to use them in your own sentence
Word Definition & Example Linked 

Words

My Example

motive Reason

Her motive for donating to Manchester 

Dogs’ Home was her love of animals

Motivation

Motiveless

adequate Enough; equal to what is needed 

There are adequate numbers of hospital 

beds in the UK 

Inadequate 

(opp.)

Equate

antagonist The villain of a story 

Bill Sikes is the antagonist

Protagonist

innocence Being pure and not having much 

experience 

Childhood innocence is clear when 

children are playing happily together. 

Innocent 

Bildungsroman A type of novel which focuses on the 

main character’s journey through life as 

they grow and develop 

Oliver Twist is a Bildungsroman

social critique A type of text which criticises (says what 

is wrong with) society 

Dickens writes social critique novels

Criticise

Social

Societal

Society  
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AIM – to learn as many of the 24 words as 
possible and to use them in your own sentence
Word Definition Linked 

Words

My Example

pathetic

fallacy

When the writer uses the weather to reflect the 

mood or atmosphere. 

He used pathetic fallacy when the storm 

hovered over the angry man

Pathos 

archetype
A character who has certain qualities which 

are common across texts. 

The saviour or hero is a character archetype

Archetypal

Stereotype

denouement

The end of a story when the writer answers the 

questions which have been explored in the 

novel

At the denouement, justice is served to the 

antagonist

Dickensian

Qualities of writing which are typical of 

Dickens: e.g. dark humour, lengthy 

descriptions, the darker side to Victorian 

London, etc.

He writes in a very Dickensian way about 

poverty.

brutality
Violence or harshness

The brutality of the fight was horrible to see

Brutal 

dichotomy
Opposing sides of an argument 

There is a dichotomy between good and evil

2
 m

e
rits fo

r e
v

e
ry

 six
 w

o
rd

s!



INDEPENDENT 
READING



Reading @ The Hollins

◦ Here at The Hollins we are lucky enough to have curriculum time dedicated to independent 
reading, and we get to go to our LRC (Learning Resource Centre) and relax…and READ 

◦ You can read fiction OR non-fiction OR even a bit of both – whatever you prefer!

◦ We want you to enjoy what you read, so the careful selection of what you read is really, 
really important.

◦ Our aim is to make sure your reading age is as close to (or above!) your chronological age as 
possible, and we do that by encouraging the reading of something that is not too easy and 
not too hard; offering support where needed; providing lots of reading opportunities in all
lessons and encouraging you to read frequently in your own time.

◦ It is proven that a student who reads up to thirty minutes a day, will not only maintain his/her 
reading age, but exceed it! 

◦ Reading – any reading – is valuable to you. See the next page for your very own reading 
record, where any extended reading can be recorded. The more you read, the more you 
reap (in merits!)

◦ So in the words of Mrs Riding (stolen from ‘Strictly Come Dancing’)…

‘Keeeeeeeeeeeeeeep reading!’ 



Reading Record
Reading more helps you 
develop as a reader!

Reading a variety of fiction 
and non-fiction texts helps you 
develop as a reader.

You may add the reading 
challenge extracts too (x3).

Please get a 

parent/carer/older

sibling to sign your logs.

1. 9. 17. 25.

2. 10. 18. 26.

3. 11. 19. 27.

4. 12. 20. 28.

5. 13. 21. 29.

6. 14. 22. 30.

7. 15. 23. 31.

8. 16. 24. 32.

25.07.21 – An article about…  

27.07.21 – Instructions on how to…

05.08.21 – The novel: …

21.07.21– The poem:

10.08.21 – A magazine 

about…

05.07.21 – A bed-time story to…

Examples

Five merits Five merits Five merits Five merits



◦ Join Lancashire Libraries by completing this form

during lockdown membership numbers and PINs are being sent by email –

make sure to include one in your application. Cards will be posted once staffing 

is back to normal. This service is in high demand at the moment.

◦ If you are already a member of LCC libraries

• Download the BorrowBox app from the App store

• Once you receive your library card and your 4 digit PIN through the post 

or via email – click on the app and insert:

Library:  Lancashire County Council Library Services

Borrower No./ID:    14 digit number on back of library card

PIN: 4 digit number sent to you through post

(Your 4 digit PIN may revert to the year of your birth if not been used for a while –

e.g.  2006 – you can change it again in settings once you are logged in.)

• This will synchronise your library account with the ebook/audiobook 

catalogue and you are ready to download straight to your device.

• You may borrow 4 audiobooks and 4 ebooks at a time.

• They will expire and return automatically after 14 days. 

• Items may be reserved if already out on loan.

Once a member you can also access 

online learning here.

Carry on Reading This Summer! 
Ways to do this from home (free of charge)

Borrowbox Free loans of ebooks & audio books for 

Lancashire Library Members. (see opposite)

World ebook Log in with LCC libraries membership number.

Gives access to e books in various genres –

fiction & non-fiction. 

Also search encyclopaedia on various topics. 

e.g. sport\science\history\MFL

Guttenberg 

Press

Project Gutenberg is a library of over 60,000 

free eBooks. Choose among free epub and 

Kindle eBooks, download them or read them 

online.

FantasticFictio

n

Search by author or book title 

A great site for checking sequence of book 

series and to see authors’ full works – young 

people & adults.

Book recommendations from authors too.

The Book of 

Hopes

The Book of Hopes is currently available to 

read online only. The collection, published by 

Bloomsbury, is dedicated to the doctors, 

nurses, carers, porters, cleaners and everyone 

currently working in hospitals.

https://lccsecure.lancashire.gov.uk/corporate/questionnaires/runQuestionnaire.asp?qid=489910
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/libraries-and-archives/libraries/digital-library/?page=8
https://www.lancashire.gov.uk/libraries-and-archives/libraries/digital-library/?page=3
https://www.worldbookonline.com/wb/Login?ed=wb&subacct=GB05212014
https://www.gutenberg.org/
http://www.fantasticfiction.com/
https://literacytrust.org.uk/family-zone/9-12/book-hopes-for-children-during-lockdown/


The Hollins LRC - Read to Succeed!
As part of our commitment to raising literacy levels and promoting reading for pleasure, our pupils 
have access to many of the latest fiction and non-fiction books in the Learning Resource Centre

The very first thing that you will do in the LRC (Learning Resource 

Centre/library) lessons in year 7 will be to choose a free book and it will 

be yours to keep!

In September, year 7 pupils will select their favourite book from a list of 17 

specially selected titles. They do this after watching a video of all 17 

authors describing their books along with peer reviews. The books are 

ordered by the librarians and are given out to pupils before the end of the 

autumn term (Christmas).

The choice of titles for 2021 will be released later in the summer term.

More details of the scheme at:

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/what-we-do/programmes-and-

campaigns/bookbuzz

https://www.booktrust.org.uk/what-we-do/programmes-and-campaigns/bookbuzz


The Hollins LRC Web App
https://library.thehollins.com

◦ Click on the image below (or go to the link above) to view our library catalogue and 

keep up to date with the latest book news.

◦ Once you start with us in September you will be given a username and password that 

will enable you to reserve books – during the restrictions we have operated a ‘Click & 

Deliver ‘ service. We hope that normal library lessons will resume in September. 

https://library.thehollins.com/
https://library.thehollins.com/

