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W
elcom

e to the C
onference!

W
e’re delighted that you have joined us today for this critical program

 on clim
ate extrem

es—
the im

pacts, and w
hat w

e 
can do about it. 

Your presence here signals not only your com
m

itm
ent to learn the facts of clim

ate extrem
es but also represents your 

w
illingness to take action as both a local and global citizen.

O
ur goal today is to engage you: personally, professionally and com

m
unally. 

T
he m

ission of the SM
U

 H
unt Institute for Engineering &

 H
um

anity is all about exploring and enacting sustainable and 
affordable technologies and solutions that address the challenges facing the global poor. 

Today’s conference is a truly global and local collaboration betw
een governm

ents and cities, betw
een academ

ia and 
industry, betw

een students and professionals.

T
his conference is one of the French A

m
eri-C

an C
lim

ate Talks (FA
C

T
S), organized by the French Em

bassy in 
W

ashington on the road to C
O

P21, the G
lobal C

onference on C
lim

ate C
hange that France w

ill host in Paris in 
D

ecem
ber. FA

C
Ts provide a unique opportunity to understand w

hy it is im
portant and how

 it is possible to act against 
clim

ate extrem
es, from

 the local to the global level, culm
inating at C

O
P 21, w

here and w
hen w

orld leaders w
ill have to 

agree on a am
bitious global deal on clim

ate.

W
e hope that you w

ill feel this fusion in the room
 today—

and that the takeaw
ays you’ll em

erge w
ith—

represent a new
 

definition of w
hat’s possible as, together, w

e address the issue of extrem
e clim

ate at hom
e and abroad.

T
his conference w

ould not have been possible w
ithout the support of our three m

ajor sponsors, Earth D
ay Texas 2016, 

Schneider Electric and A
ir Liquide Electronics. W

e’re also m
ost grateful to our m

any other conference sponsors and 
partners listed in our program

.

Finally, on behalf of all of us at SM
U

, to H
unter &

 Stephanie H
unt, thank you.

O
pening R

em
arks

D
r. Eva C

saky, D
irector of the H

unt Institute for Engineering &
 

H
um

anity and R
esearch Professor, SM

U
 Lyle School of Engineering

D
r. H

arold Stanley, Interim
 Provost, Southern M

ethodist U
niversity

T
he H

on. Sujiro Seam
, C

onsul G
eneral France (H

ouston)

T
he H

on. M
ike R

aw
lings, M

ayor of D
allas

Panel O
ne: Im

pact of C
lim

ate C
hange in D FW

/Texas
A

udience Q
&

A

B
reak

Panel 2: C
lim

ate C
hange Solutions

A
udience Q

&
A

Luncheon Program
C

lim
ate C

hange and the Inclusive Econom
y, an Introduction

Special R
em

arks: Tram
m

ell S. C
row

K
eynote R

em
arks: Patrick C

aron

Sum
m

ary and C
losing R

em
arks

C
on

feren
ce G

reetin
gs

C
on

feren
ce A

gen
da

2015 Spon
sors

D
r. Eva C

saky, D
irector of the 

H
unt Institute for Engineering &

 
H

um
anity, SM

U
 Lyle School 

of Engineering

T
he H

on. Sujiro Seam
, C

onsul 
G

eneral of France in H
ouston

Earl M
cG

eheee
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D
roughts, floods, extrem

e heat, bitter cold—
w

eather extrem
es 

in Texas are now
 an established fact of daily life for all residents 

of the state. H
ow

 are w
e to adapt to these clim

ate extrem
es and 

their im
pact on w

ater supply, infrastructure, public resources 
and vulnerable populations? W

hat strategies can the public 
and private sectors collaboratively engage in to prepare for 
such seesaw

ing clim
ate extrem

es? W
hat can I, as an individual, 

accom
plish to help address the underlying issues of clim

ate 
extrem

es?

T
he SM

U
 H

unt Institute for Engineering &
 H

um
anity, along 

w
ith generous sponsors and com

m
unity partners, is pleased 

to present this half-day program
—

an official conference of 
C

O
P21 Paris, the U

nited N
ations C

onference on C
lim

ate 
C

hange, set for D
ecem

ber 2015.  T
he conference is part of a 

series of sessions called “FA
C

T
S: French A

m
eri-C

an C
lim

ate 
Talks,” w

hich are being organized by the Em
bassies of France in 

both C
anada and the U

nited States. Today’s program
 is being 

broadcast live online at sm
u.edu/live and w

ill be archived.

O
ur focus today is purposely inclusive of both the global and 

local scenes related to clim
ate extrem

es. W
e are delighted to  

have the C
onsul G

eneral of France, the H
on. Sujiro Seam

 
(H

ouston), and the M
ayor of D

allas, the H
on. M

ike R
aw

lings 
to set the stage for the conference. T

hen, you’ll hear from
 tw

o 
rem

arkable panels of experts—
six individuals w

hose scholarship 
and w

ork in the area of clim
ate extrem

es have contributed 
significantly to the understanding of this vital public issue. 
T

he esteem
ed D

allas journalist Lee C
ullum

, w
ho w

ill ensure 
plentiful audience Q

&
A

, w
ill m

oderate the panels.

T
he conference w

ill proceed w
ith a “w

orking” lunch. H
unt 

Institute D
irector Eva C

saky w
ill introduce a new

 w
orking 

paper on the topic of clim
ate extrem

es and the inclusive 
econom

y. Tram
m

ell S. C
row, Founder of Earth D

ay Texas, 
w

ill give som
e brief special rem

arks before an address by our 
keynote speaker, Patrick C

aron, D
irector G

eneral in charge 
of R

esearch and Strategy at C
IR

A
D

, a French agricultural 
research and international cooperation organization w

orking 
for the sustainable developm

ent of tropical and M
editerranean 

regions. A
 brief sum

m
ary of the m

orning’s takeaw
ays and 

closing rem
arks w

ill conclude the conference—
and, w

e hope, 
launch new

 conversations on clim
ate extrem

es.

C
lim

ate Extrem
es C

on
feren

ce: A
n

 O
verview

urbanfeel
Joel O

livas

 C
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D
r. Eva C

saky – D
r. C

saky is the D
irector of the 

H
unt Institute for Engineering &

 H
um

anity. D
r. 

C
saky has w

orked in the area of international 
developm

ent for 20 years w
ith experience in tw

o 
dozen countries around the w

orld, specializing in 
m

arket-based solutions for poverty alleviation and 
environm

ental challenges.

D
r. H

arold W
. Stanley – Provost ad interim

 since 
June 1, D

r. Stanley is a distinguished political 
scientist w

ith special expertise in A
m

erican 
governm

ent, Southern and Latino politics and 
presidential elections. D

r. Stanley is the G
eurin-

Pettus D
istinguished C

hair in A
m

erican Politics 
and Political Econom

y in SM
U

’s D
edm

an C
ollege 

of H
um

anities and Sciences. 

T
he H

on. Sujiro Seam
 – Sujiro Seam

 is the C
onsul 

G
eneral of France in H

ouston and has served in a 
variety of capacities for the French G

overnm
ent, 

including M
inistry of Foreign A

ffairs, D
eputy 

A
ssistant Secretary for food security and econom

ic 
developm

ent, and Principal D
eputy A

ssistant 
Secretary for G

lobal Public G
oods. 

T
he H

on. M
ike R

aw
lings – A

s the M
ayor of the 

C
ity of D

allas, M
ike R

aw
lings has launched a 

num
ber of city-w

ide program
s aim

ed at elevating 
D

allas nationally and internationally through 
a m

ajor econom
ic grow

th plan, a new
 arts 

initiative and program
s aim

ed at curbing poverty, 
hom

elessness and dom
estic violence.

Jill Jordan – Serving as the current D
allas 

A
ssistant C

ity M
anager, M

s. Jordan oversees the 
O

ffice of Environm
ental Q

uality, Public W
orks &

 
Transportation, Street Services, and Equipm

ent and 
Building Services. She also serves on the A

dvisory 
Board for the Environm

ental Science program
 at 

U
T

 A
rlington.

 D
rew

 B
yrd – M

r. Byrd is the C
ities &

 U
rban 

Infrastructure Program
 D

irector for Schneider 
Electric w

here he develops resilient, sustainable 
infrastructure to allow

 accelerated econom
ic grow

th 
and business perform

ance.

G
arrett B

oone – M
r. Boone is the C

o-Founder and 
C

hairm
an Em

eritus of the C
ontainer Store and 

C
hairm

an of the Board of TreeH
ouse, an A

ustin-
based green hom

e products retail store.

Lee C
ullum

, M
oderator 

Tram
m

ell S. C
row

 – Tram
m

ell S. C
row

 is the 
President of the C

row
 Fam

ily Foundation, Founder 
of Earth D

ay Texas, and a founder of Texas Business 
for C

lean A
ir. 

Patrick C
aron – Patrick C

aron is the D
irector 

G
eneral in charge of R

esearch and Strategy 
at C

IR
A

D
, a French agricultural research and 

international cooperation organization w
orking 

for the sustainable developm
ent of tropical and 

M
editerranean regions.

C
hris K

elley – M
r. K

elley is the C
om

m
unications 

D
irector for the H

unt Institute for Engineering &
 

H
um

anity and w
orks w

ith H
unter &

 Stephanie 
H

unt on a variety of initiatives and program
s 

focused on refugees, poverty alleviation, education, 
and econom

ic opportunity for under-resourced 
com

m
unities.

D
r. B

ruce M
cC

arl – D
r. M

cC
arl is a N

obel Peace 
Prize-w

inning agricultural econom
ist from

 Texas 
A

&
M

 U
niversity w

here he studies the econom
ic 

im
plications of global clim

ate change.

R
ussell Laughlin – M

r. Laughlin has spent 33 years 
in land and real estate developm

ent and serves as 
the SV

P of H
illw

ood Properties and as President of 
the N

orthern Trinity G
roundw

ater C
onservation 

D
istrict Board.

Janette M
onear – M

s. M
onear is the President 

and C
EO

 of the Texas Trees Foundation and an 
advocate for planting trees and m

aintaining urban 
forests in N

orth Texas.

Lee C
ullum

, M
oderator – Lee C

ullum
 is a 

journalist, com
m

entator, political analyst, and host 
of C

EO
, a long-running television series on K

ER
A

-
T

V
 (C

h. 13-PBS) in D
allas-Fort W

orth. She can 
be seen and heard regularly on the PBS N

ew
s H

our 

and N
PR

’s A
ll T

hings C
onsidered.

Today’s Speakers 
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Panel O
ne : T

he Im
pact of C

lim
ate C

hange on D
FW

 R
egion &

 Texas
Panel O

ne w
ill focus on the changing clim

ate patterns experienced in Texas and explore their econom
ic and social im

plications. It 

is w
ell established that Texas has been experiencing m

ore heat and changing rainfall patterns. T
he panel focus w

ill be on areas in 

w
hich the im

pact of these changes is m
ost significant such as w

ater, agriculture, tree cover, housing and pressure on the electricity grid. 

Panelists include (in order):

Panel Tw
o: C

lim
ate Extrem

e Solutions
Panel Tw

o w
ill explore and discuss adaptation and resilience, w

ith a focus on solutions under im
plem

entation in the Southw
estern 

U
.S., Texas and the D

allas-Fort W
orth area.  Public infrastructure, urban agricultural food production, w

ater conservation, creative 

approaches to energy m
anagem

ent and distribution, and green/sustainable products w
ill be exam

ined.

Luncheon Program

Sum
m

ary R
em

arks:

C
lim

ate Extrem
es Program
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Sources: 

Texas Tribune:  https://w
w

w
.texastribune.org/2015/07/28/study-clim

ate-change-big-threat-texas/

“C
om

e H
eat and H

igh W
ater: C

lim
ate Risk in the Southeastern U

.S.” edited by K
ate G

ordon of the C
hicago-based Paulson Institute

Riskybusiness.org: http://riskybusiness.org/index.php?p=reports/southeast-report/executive-sum
m

ary

D
oubling of days per year w

ith 
tem

peratures exceeding 95 degrees 
– from

 43 days to 106 days

C
lim

ate extrem
e facts an

d figu
res
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A
dam

 Baker

D
id you know

?D
id you know

?

4,500

$650

D
id you know

 that due to clim
ate change, Texas w

ill experience:

additional heat-related 
deaths per year

A
n increase in 

hurricane 
peak w

ind intensities

m
illion-per-year increase in storm

-
related losses along the coast

Longer periods 
betw

een rainfall 
events

2-foot
sea level rise in 
G

alveston
H

eat w
aves that w

ill be m
ore 

intense, m
ore frequent and longer lasting

C
lim

ate Extrem
es Program
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T
he Inclusive Econom

y: 
C

ollaborating for M
arket-Based Solutions 

or Inclusive Econom
ic D

evelopm
ent
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A
bout this R

eport
T

he Inclusive D
FW

 C
onsortium

 aim
s to collaborate, educate, 

and innovate for inclusive econom
ic developm

ent in N
orth 

Texas. T
his inaugural w

orking paper focuses on challenges and 
solutions for clim

ate adaptation, a grow
ing area of concern for 

businesses and residents, particularly those from
 low

-incom
e 

com
m

unities. T
his w

orking paper synthesizes research from
 

leading academ
icians and expert practitioners in inclusive 

econom
ic developm

ent, sustainable developm
ent, urban 

planning, and social and financial innovation. 

For m
ore inform

ation and to dow
nload the com

plete report, 
visit w

w
w

.inclusivedfw
.org. 

C
o-A

uthors
-  A

nna C
lark, Lead W

riter; President, EarthPeople M
edia

-  Eva C
saky, Ph.D

. M
SF, D

irector of the H
unt Institute, SM

U
 

Lyle School of Engineering
- C

ynthia C
ook, Executive D

irector, Trinity W
aters

-  A
nn D

rum
m

, Independent Environm
ental A

dvocate
-  K

atharine H
ayhoe, Ph.D

., A
ssociate Professor in the Public 

A
dm

inistration program
 and D

irector of the C
lim

ate Science 
C

enter, Texas Tech
- Jesse H

ull, President, Im
agine A

quaponics
-  Fouad Jaber, Ph.D

., A
ssociate Professor and Extension 

Specialist in Integrated W
ater  R

esources M
anagem

ent, Texas 
A

&
M

 A
griLife Extension Service

-  Yekang K
o, Ph.D

., A
ssistant Professor in the D

epartm
ent of 

Planning and Landscape A
rchitecture, U

niversity of Texas at 
A

rlington 
-  O

w
en Lynch, Ph.D

., A
ssociate Professor of C

om
m

unication 
Studies, SM

U
; D

irector of R
esearch and C

ollaboration at G
et 

H
ealthy D

allas
-  Janette M

onear, C
EO

, Texas Trees Foundation
-  T

heresa O
’D

onnell, C
hief R

esilience O
fficer, C

ity of D
allas 

-  M
aria Loveland Schneider, R

eal Estate D
eveloper and 

Sustainability C
onsultant

-  Suzanne Sm
ith, M

BA
, Founder and M

anaging D
irector, 

Social Im
pact A

rchitects
-  M

ichael Sorrell, Ph.D
., President, Paul Q

uinn C
ollege 

-  Jonathan Stolk, PhD
, Executive D

irector, C
aruth Institute for 

Engineering Education, SM
U

 Lyle School of Engineering
-  Ione von H

erbing, PhD
, A

ssociate Professor and D
irector 

of the M
arine C

onservation and A
quatic Physiology Lab,  

U
niversity of N

orth Texas
-  Jessie M

arshall Zarazaga, R
IBA

 LeedA
P, A

djunct Professor 
Sustainability &

 D
evelopm

ent, SM
U

 Lyle School of 
Engineering

A
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T
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hris K

elley, D
irector 

of C
om

m
unications for the H

unt Institute, for supporting the 
production of this paper, and M

onica R
odriguez and Lily Sim

on 
for their research assistance.

FO
R

EW
O

R
D

By Eva C
saky, Ph.D

. M
SF, D

irector of T
he H

unt Institute for 
Engineering and H

um
anity

C
lim

ate change is increasing the frequency and m
agnitude of 

extrem
e w

eather events such as droughts, heat w
aves, floods, 

and storm
s. A

round the w
orld, clim

ate change hits the poorest 
people the hardest, those living in vulnerable areas w

ith the 
few

est resources to help them
 adapt or recover quickly from

 
shocks 1. A

s the effects of clim
ate change w

orsen, escaping 
poverty becom

es m
ore difficult, w

arranting even Pope Francis’ 
em

phasis on the threat that clim
ate change represents to the 

w
orld’s poor. 

W
hile clim

ate change is a global phenom
enon, its negative 

im
pacts are m

ost severely felt in the least developed countries, 

w
hich are highly dependent on natural resources 2. But the poor 

in m
ore affluent countries like ours are not im

m
une either. For 

exam
ple, im

poverished urban neighborhoods in the U
.S. have 

generally been found to be w
arm

er than their m
ore affluent 

counterparts due to few
er trees and poor quality buildings that 

retain heat. W
ith residents of low

er incom
e areas less likely 

to be able to afford air conditioning and m
ore likely to w

ork 
outdoors, there are consequences on health and productivity

3. 

W
e in Texas have been experiencing increasing heat w

aves 
and changing rainfall patterns 4. T

he severity of the situation is 
expected to increase in the com

ing tw
o decades w

ith the risk 
of significant drops in agricultural yield and labor productivity, 
loss of trees, higher energy dem

and, and rising heat-related 
m

ortality rates along w
ith increased sea level rise

5. 

C
lim

ate change creates new
 urgency for addressing the problem

 
of poverty.  But the scale of the problem

 is vast. It is essential 
that the resources of the private sector and m

arkets at large 
be leveraged for sustainable solutions. M

arket-based solutions 
around the w

orld have dem
onstrated the profound potential 

for inclusive business m
odels that not only benefit the less 

privileged by serving them
 w

ith products and services, but also 
by creating econom

ic opportunities for them
 as producers and 

w
orkers. M

arket-based solutions represent considerable new
 

businesses opportunities for large and sm
all enterprises alike.  

D
uring m

y 18 years at the W
orld Bank, I experienced the 

pow
er of m

arket-based solutions in m
any countries around the 

w
orld. T

hey have the potential to result in transform
ational 

im
pact by solving pressing environm

ental and social problem
s 

sim
ultaneously, as you w

ill see in som
e of the exam

ples in 
this paper. A

m
ong the m

ost successful exam
ples that I have 

seen, alm
ost all required innovation and collaboration across 

disciplines, and am
ong the private, public and nonprofit 

sectors. T
hus, the purpose of this paper is to start a conversation 

betw
een professionals across sectors and disciplines on how

 
w

e can collectively contribute to the developm
ent of m

arket-
based solutions for clim

ate change adaptation, and an inclusive 
econom

y in Texas. I am
 thrilled to be in D

allas at the H
unt 

Institute w
here so m

any talented people are dedicated to 

im
proving the lives of the less privileged. Please join us in this 

effort by participating in the Inclusive D
FW

 C
onsortium

.

Executive Sum
m

ary
W

e are living in an era m
arked by substantial gains in 

hum
an w

ellbeing, but also by rising incom
e inequality and 

persistent jobless grow
th. Since 1990, the incom

e, w
ealth, 

and educational attainm
ent of residents in the m

ost privileged 
neighborhoods in the U

nited States have escalated rapidly 
w

hile residents of the m
ost disadvantaged neighborhoods have 

often grow
n poorer. 6  D

allas-Fort W
orth, the fourth largest 

m
etropolitan area in the nation, represents the sixth largest 

gross m
etropolitan product (G

M
P) in the U

nited States and 
the tenth largest in the w

orld. D
espite this prosperity, D

allas-
Fort W

orth ranks third in poverty in the nation, and first in 
term

s of inequality
7. 

Increased and prolonged incom
e inequality leads to slow

 
grow

th, less innovation, and under-utilization of a region’s 
m

ost im
portant asset: hum

an capital 8.  In D
allas, the disparity 

of opportunity is apparent in the contrast betw
een its northern 

and southern sectors. In N
orth D

allas, the m
edian household 

incom
e is $131,058; in South D

allas’ Fair Park neighborhood, 
it is $14,721

9. A
s M

ayor M
ike R

aw
lings’ poverty task force 

reveals, D
allas has the highest child poverty rate am

ong cities 
larger than 1 m

illion people. T
he city also has the third-highest 

overall poverty rate am
ong large cities, and tw

o of every five 
kids grow

 up poor 10. 

N
orth Texas is a land of extrem

es in term
s of w

eather also. 
D

rought and flood, heat and ice storm
s, dust storm

s and 
hurricanes: Texas has it all. Because of our extrem

e w
eather, 

m
any m

ight w
onder, “W

hy w
orry about clim

ate change?” T
he 

answ
er is that clim

ate change is not m
erely one m

ore event, but 
a phenom

enon that accelerates the effects and consequences of 
extrem

e w
eather and related events. C

lim
ate change m

atters 
because the risks of m

any of these events are shifting. Stronger 
heat w

aves, m
ore frequent extrem

e rain events, and stronger 
storm

s are all clim
ate risks faced by this region. 

In fact, D
allas also has one of the m

ost rapidly grow
ing heat 

C
lim
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islands in the country, behind only Louisville and Phoenix
11. 

T
he effects of increasing urban heat - on public health, on 

hum
an productivity, on agriculture, and on energy, w

ater 
and transportation infrastructure - w

ill only exacerbate the 
challenges posed by poverty and inequality, as these changes in 
clim

ate disproportionately affect poor com
m

unities. R
esidents 

in such com
m

unities cannot afford adaptive technologies, nor 
can they easily relocate to a less stressed environm

ent due to 
lim

ited financial resources and transportation, m
aking them

 
ever m

ore vulnerable
12.

T
he convergence of poverty trends and clim

ate risks in Texas, 
if left unchecked, m

ay hold dire econom
ic consequences. T

he 
R

isky Business Project, a non-partisan, independent initiative, 
com

m
issioned a report that highlights the risks faced by the 

U
.S. econom

y due to unm
itigated clim

ate change
13. T

he 
report’s findings include the follow

ing statew
ide im

pacts:

•  Texas is likely to have am
ong the nation’s highest increases in 

heat-related deaths due to a changing clim
ate.

•  Extrem
e heat w

ill also likely decrease labor productivity for 
the 38%

 of state w
orkers in high-risk, outdoor industries such 

as farm
ing, m

anufacturing, and construction.
•  W

ithout changes in agricultural practices and technologies, 
staple Texas crops like corn and cotton w

ill likely face 
significant declines in yields.

•  C
onsum

ers w
ill likely face higher electricity bills due to 

increased dem
and for air conditioning. Electricity system

 
perform

ance w
ill also suffer declines from

 the im
pact of 

extrem
e heat on pow

er lines and related grid infrastructure.
•  R

ising seas and storm
 surges along the Texas coast are likely 

to cause substantial dam
age.

C
lim

ate change is also im
pacting public health in N

orth 
Texas. H

eat w
aves and higher hum

idity increase the risk of 
heat strokes. A

ir pollution from
 volatile organic com

pounds, 
as w

ell as particulate pollution from
 diesel engines, provokes 

an increase in asthm
a and heart attacks. M

ore rapid em
ergence 

of infectious disease can also occur as a direct or indirect 
result of clim

ate change. A
s a w

arm
ing clim

ate leads to an 
increase in disease vectors such as m

osquitoes, the efficiency 
of transm

ission of the diseases they carry also increases. For 

exam
ple, in the sum

m
er of 2012, N

orth Texas experienced the 
largest epidem

ic of the W
est N

ile virus in the w
orld

14.  

C
ities are com

plex system
s com

prising num
erous 

interconnected features including infrastructure and 
com

m
unication netw

orks, w
ater and energy distribution, 

and sew
ers and w

aste rem
oval system

s. C
ities are also 

com
plex from

 a social point of view, bringing together 
concentrations of vulnerable population categories such as 
elderly, children and low

-incom
e residents. In m

any cities, 
existing physical infrastructure has been planned and built 
w

ithout any consideration of projected clim
ate im

pacts. T
he 

interdependence of physical and socio-econom
ic features 

renders cities highly vulnerable to the stresses of clim
ate change 

im
pacts 15.

C
lim

ate change is a global phenom
enon, but clim

ate change 
im

pacts are m
anifested locally, and adaptation action is also 

best observed at local levels 16.  C
ities have a particularly 

im
portant role to play because of the concentration of people 

and assets. For any city, clim
ate is but one of m

any pressing 
issues on the local agenda, and city leaders are faced w

ith the 
trade-offs betw

een current priorities and long-term
s risks 17. 

T
herefore m

arket-based solutions are key to the long-term
 

scalability and sustainability of clim
ate change adaptation 

solutions. M
arket-based solutions also present an econom

ic 
opportunity for N

orth Texans.

Inclusive econom
ic developm

ent helps disadvantaged groups 
and at-risk populations gain access to vital products and 
services and attain self-sufficiency. M

arket-based solutions 
can enable them

 to share in the prosperity of our rapidly 
grow

ing econom
y through labor m

arket participation and 
social entrepreneurship. 

C
ollaboration across sectors and disciplines - com

bined w
ith 

innovation in technologies, business m
odels, financing, and 

policies – helps to foster inclusive econom
ic developm

ent.  
Educating for the future and engendering a spirit of social 
innovation are essential to inclusive econom

ic developm
ent. 

T
his paper aim

s to further these objectives by studying high-

potential areas of engagem
ent; m

apping individual activities 
to public and private initiatives and resources; and analyzing 
international best practices that could benefit our region. 
A

chieving inclusive prosperity for 9 billion people as w
e 

m
itigate and adapt to clim

ate change is the defining challenge 
of the 21st century

18. Learning from
 the experiences of 

others and replicating solutions already successfully tested 
in other cities can be a key strategy for the developm

ent of 
an inclusive econom

y. So is prom
oting the incubation and 

com
m

ercialization of locally developed solutions to som
e of the 

w
orld’s m

ost pressing challenges. 

In practice, these tw
o strategies can be difficult to separate and 

they tend to reinforce one another: replication often needs to 
be com

bined w
ith local innovation, and innovation is often 

inform
ed and inspired by the experiences and successes of 

others. A
s a result, inclusive econom

ic developm
ent has the 

potential to generate both profound global and local im
pact. 

T
he objective of this report is to stim

ulate conversation 
and collaboration for the pursuit of these strategies for 
im

plem
entation in N

orth Texas. 

For m
ore inform

ation and to dow
nload the full report, visit 

w
w

w
.inclusivedfw

.org. 
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xSM

U
 brings together ideas and interesting people from

 around the world 
and around the corner. W

e are an independently organized TED
x event licensed 

by TED
. O

ur conferences started in 2009 on the SM
U cam

pus and have since 
grow

n to year-round events for the Dallas and SM
U com

m
unities. W

e also 
launched TEDxK

ids@
SM

U
, the first-ever TED

 event designed specifically 
for youth. 

TED
xSM

U
 is also partnering 

TED
xSM

U
 is also partnering with EDTx to bring m

onthly events to North 
Texas. The tw

o organizations w
ill co-present a film

 screening and discussion 
series in D

allas. The goal is to continue and enhance the clim
ate conversation 

in N
orth Texas by bringing thought-provoking environm

ental docum
entaries 

to the com
m

unity all year.

Find out m
ore at www.tedxsm

u.org
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