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Lesson 6 

Alexandria, City of Doubt 

(Genesis 3:1) Now the serpent was more subtil than any beast of the field 

which the LORD God had made. And he said unto the woman, Yea, hath God 

said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?  (KJV) 

 

Since the beginning of time, Satan has tried to convince people to doubt the 

Word of God. His temptation to Eve was to doubt what God said, “Yea, hath 

God said?” Then Satan offered his improvement on what God said. He 

interpreted God’s Words for Eve and convinced her that his “improved” word 

was better than God’s Word. 

 

In our last lesson we explored Antioch, the city of faith. Antioch was a city in 

Syria where the Apostles Paul and Barnabas ministered. From Antioch the 

Word of God was published and spread all around Asia Minor. 

In the early days of church history, another city rose to prominence in 

education, theology, and the spread of the Bible.  

This city was Alexandria, Egypt. These two cities, Antioch and Alexandria 

practiced and promoted two very different philosophies. 

The Antioch people believed that God’s Word is perfect, and no one can 

improve it. The Alexandrians thought the Word of God was full of allegories, 

fables, and hidden meanings and needed scholars to edit and improve on it.  

From these two cities, two streams of Bible manuscripts have flowed down 

through the centuries of time. These two streams of manuscripts are still 

flowing today.  

Those who publish Bibles built on the Alexandrian texts continue to attempt 

to “improve” on God’s Word. Those who only use Bibles built on the Antioch 

text still believe that God’s Word is perfect. 

 

 

 

Alexandria, Egypt 



(Matthew 7:17-18) Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a 

corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, 

neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit.   

“The worst corruptions to which the New Testament has ever been subjected 

originated within a hundred years after it was composed.” –Frederick 

Scrivener, 1861, A Plain Introduction to the Criticism of the New Testament  

for the use of Biblical Students, pg 386 

The School of Alexandria, Egypt 

Clement of Alexandria 

One of the fathers of the false doctrine of Purgatory. (The belief that there is 

a temporary place of punishment after death. According to this false 

teaching, people can pay the church large sums of money to rescue their 

dead relatives from purgatory and prevent them from going on in to hell 

fire.) 

Believed that man can become God. 

Mixed pagan philosophy with Christianity. 

 

Origen of Alexandria 

Denied Divine Inspiration of Scripture. 

Denied Resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

Believed man is divine. 

 

Arius of Alexandria 

Taught that Jesus Christ was created, not eternal. 

Taught that Jesus Christ is inferior to God the Father. 

Teachings were very similar to the modern day Jehovah’s Witness cult. 

 



 

Sample Changes in Bibles from Alexandrian line of manuscripts 

1 Tim. 3:16  

KJV :“God was manifest in the flesh…” 

NIV: “…He appeared in a body…” 

2 Tim. 2:15  

KJV: “Study to shew thyself approved unto God” 

NIV: “Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved…” 

Heb. 1:3  

KJV:“when he had by himself purged our sins” 

NIV: “he had provided purification for sins” 

2Co 2:15 

KJV: “For we are unto God a sweet savour of Christ, in them that are 

saved, and in them that perish” 

NIV: “…among those who are being saved and those who are perishing…” 

 



Mark 1:2  

KJV: “As it is written in the prophets, Behold, I send my messenger before 

thy face, which shall prepare thy way before thee.” 

NIV: “It is written in Isaiah the prophet” 

This prophecy was not from Isaiah! This is a quote from Malachi 3:1 

(Malachi 3:1) Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the 

way before me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to his 

temple, even the messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, 

he shall come, saith the LORD of hosts.  (KJV) 

 

(Acts 8:36-38) 

KJV:  And as they went on their way, they came unto a certain water: and 

the eunuch said, See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized? 

And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he 

answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. And he 

commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went down both into the 

water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him.   

NIV: As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the 

eunuch said, “Look, here is water. What can stand in the way of my being 

baptized?”  And he gave orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the 

eunuch went down into the water and Philip baptized him. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

(Matthew 6:9-13)  

KJV: After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, 

Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done in earth, as it is 

in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we 

forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. 

Amen.   

NIV: This, then, is how you should pray: “‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed 

be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 

And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.  And lead us 

not into temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.” 



(Luke 11:2-4) 

KJV: And he said unto them, When ye pray, say, Our Father which art in 

heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, as in 

heaven, so in earth. Give us day by day our daily bread. And forgive us our 

sins; for we also forgive every one that is indebted to us. And lead us not 

into temptation; but deliver us from evil.  

NIV: “He said to them, “When you pray, say:“‘Father, hallowed be your 

name, your kingdom come.  Give us each day our daily bread.  Forgive us 

our sins, for we also forgive everyone who sins against us. And lead us not 

into temptation.” 

 

 

 

Conclusion: 

The changes that Satan brought to the Bible through the Alexandrian 

manuscripts were designed to bring doubt rather than faith in the Word of 

God. The real issue is on authority. Is God’s Word the final authority ruling 

over and judging the world? Or is man the final authority, ruling over, 

judging and “improving” God’s Word? 

 

  



 


