CHRIST & HIS CHURCH
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Jesus promised to build His church (Matthew 16:18). It began on Pentecost after His resurrection in the
city of Jerusalem (Acts 2). When the gospel of Christ was preached the people asked, “What shall we
do?” (v. 37). The apostle Peter told them to repent and be baptized for the remission of sins (v. 38).
“Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that day about three thousand souls were
added to them... And the Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved” (vv. 41, 47).

Whenever and wherever that same gospel is preached, and people respond in that same way God adds
them to that same church. Jesus never wanted the church to be divided into different denominations.
He prayed that His disciples be one (John 17:20-23). He purchased the church with His own blood (Acts
20:28). It belongs to Him.

The apostle Paul vigorously condemned division in the church (1 Corinthians 1:10-13). He reminded us
that Christ is not divided, that Paul was not crucified for us, and that we were not baptized into the
name of Paul. It is by Christ’s sacrifice and by His name that we are saved and added to His church (not
that of some mere human).

Paul also taught that Jesus is the head of the church, which is His body (Ephesians 1:22-23), that there is
one body (4:4), that Jesus is the Savior of the body (5:23), and that He loved the church and gave
Himself for her (v. 25).
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Salvation is found in Jesus Christ (2 Timothy 2:10) and all the saved are in His church (Acts 2:47). When
we are baptized into Christ for salvation (Mark 16:15-16; Acts 22:16; Romans 6:3-4; Galatians 3:26-27;
Colossians 2:12) we are baptized into His church (1 Corinthians 12:13).

The gospel of Christ calls all people out of sin and the world, with its false religions and manmade
denominations, and into Christ and His church (Acts 2:39; 2 Thessalonians 2:13-14; 1 Peter 2:9-10).

Do you belong to Christ and His church? Does the church mean as much to you as it does to Christ?
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