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The Christian Husband-Wife

Relationship
I have heard of a man who was terribly

forgetful. One morning as he started to work, his
wife told him, �Honey, there is something you
just have to remember today. Don�t come back
here tonight. We are moving today.� She told
him several times and asked, �Do you have it?�
He said, �Yes, I�ve got it. Don�t come back here
tonight; we are moving today.� At six o�clock he
came back to the same place. He had forgotten.
He walked through the house looking at the bare
floor and walls and came out on the front porch
with his hands in his pockets and looked at his
shoes. He walked out to the street and saw there
a little girl playing on the sidewalk. He said,
�Honey, do you know the folks who lived here?�
She said, �Yes, sir, I know them.� He said, �Did
they move today?� She said, �Yes, sir, I was here
when they moved.� He said, �Well, honey, do
you know where they moved to?� She said, �Yes,
sir, I have been over to their new house and I
really do like it.� He said, �Well, I am a member
of that family and I need to get in touch with
them. Can you tell me what their new address
is?� She said, �Oh, Daddy, Mother knew this
was going to happen and she sent me over here
after you.�

Don�t forget this lesson on the Christian hus-
band and wife relationship. Your life will never
be the same if you will just remember what is
said in this study. We will be studying a special
text in Ephesians 5. Verses 21 through 33 say:

Subjecting yourselves one to another in the fear of
Christ. Wives, be in subjection unto your own
husbands, as unto the Lord. For the husband is the
head of the wife, as Christ also is the head of the
church, being himself the saviour of the body. But
as the church is subject to Christ, so let the wives
also be to their husbands in everything. Husbands,
love your wives, even as Christ also loved the
church, and gave himself up for it; that he might
sanctify it, having cleansed it by the washing of
water with the word, that he might present the
church to himself a glorious church, not having
spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that it should
be holy and without blemish. Even so ought
husbands also to love their own wives as their own

bodies. He that loveth his own wife loveth himself:
for no man ever hated his own flesh; but nourisheth
and cherisheth it, even as Christ also the church;
because we are members of his body. For this cause
shall a man leave his father and mother, and shall
cleave to his wife; and the two shall become one
flesh. This mystery is great: but I speak in regard
of Christ and of the church. Nevertheless do ye also
severally love each one his own wife even as
himself; and let the wife see that she fear her
husband.

The late J. Edgar Hoover said, �As goes the
home, so goes the nation.� I am not an alarmist or
a pessimist. I am an optimist. But I believe the
darkest days in the history of America are here
because the home as God would have it is crum-
bling before our eyes.

I read in the Guinness Book of World Records
that Glenn de Moss Wolfe, age 76, has been
married twenty-one times since 1930. He boasts
of having forty children by these twenty-one
different marriages. He is said to keep two wed-
ding dresses of different sizes ready for use at all
times and that he has suffered through sixteen
mothers-in-law.

The United States is the country with the
most divorces of any country in the world. One
and one-half million divorces will have been
granted by December 31 of this year. The rate of
50.48 percent of current annual marriages will be
the divorce count.

We sing �Lord, We Come Before Thee Now�
and �Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah.� I be-
lieve that the man and woman who cannot sing
these prayers together should not get married.
The home as God would have it is a sacred and
divine institution. The sanctity of the home is
one of the most vital topics that we need to
discuss today.

I. SUBJECTION
The first word I want you to consider is

subjection. In verse 21 the apostle says, �Subject-
ing yourselves one to another in the fear of
Christ.� A husband and wife are subject to one
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another. Each is subject to the other in conjugal
rights, in attitude and behavior and in personal
appreciation for each other. If Christ is Lord over
our homes, we are daily in the presence of Jesus
Christ.

In verse 22 he says, �Wives, be in subjection
unto your own husbands, as unto the Lord.� Just
as the wives are subject to Jesus, they are subject
to their husbands.

In verse 23 the apostle compares the husband
and wife relationship to the relationship which
exists between Christ and the church. The Chris-
tian husband�s responsibility is weighty. Have
you realized from reading this passage that the
husband is responsible for the salvation of his
wife? This passage teaches that truth! It natu-
rally follows. Christ is responsible for the salva-
tion of the church, and the husband is directly
responsible for leading, guiding, and being the
spiritual director in the family. Therefore, he is
responsible for leading his wife and children in
the path of salvation.

Verse 24 says, �But as the church is subject to
Christ, so let the wives also be to their husbands
in everything.� Wives are to be subject to their
husbands in everything. Just as Christ is head of
the church, the husband is head of the wife. I
have heard of a man who was discussing with
another man a gift he had given his wife. He said,
�I gave my wife a long, beautiful black robe.�
The man said, �Why did you choose black?� He
said, �Look, fellow, that woman has reversed
more decisions than any Supreme Court Justice
in the world, and she ought to be in proper
attire.� That is the way it is in many families. But
Jesus said, �I am head of the church and Savior of
the body.� And Paul said, �Just as Christ is head
of the church, so should the man be head of the
wife.�

II. SACRIFICE
The second word I want you to see is the

word sacrifice. Verse 25 is one of the most beau-
tiful passages in the Bible. Now, the ladies may
be up tight already. You might be ready for me to
stop this study. But continue with me. Look at
verse 25: �Husbands, love your wives, even as
Christ also loved the church, . . .� Dr. Jack Lewis
is a professor of the Old Testament at Harding
Graduate School of Religion. He lost his wife
several years ago, and he married Annie May

Alston, a woman who was my English teacher in
nineteen hundred and none of your business at
Harding University. They are a lovely couple. It
is said that she said, �Jack, do you love me?� He
said, �Annie May, you know I love you.� She
said, �Jack, do you really love me?� He said,
�Oh, Annie May, you know I really love you.�
She said, �Jack, would you die for me?� He said,
�Annie May, my love is a living love, not a dead
love.� That is the way most of us feel. Young
ladies, listen to me. If you are going with a young
man who wouldn�t die for you, drop him like a
hot potato. If he couldn�t give up his life for you,
if he wouldn�t step between you and danger,
don�t marry him. God said, �Husbands, love
your wives, even as Christ also loved the church,
. . .�

Jesus gave up everything. He gave up heaven.
He came to earth and courted the charter mem-
bers for 31/2 years. He counseled and taught His
apostles and led them to Calvary. He gave them
the picture of total commitment. When He was
nailed to the cross and suspended between
heaven and earth, He gave Himself for them. He
illustrates the kind of love we are to have for our
wives. I would step between my wife Dorothy
and danger without thinking for a split second.
I have done it and I would do it again. Husbands,
be willing to die for your wives.

Suppose a husband comes home and meets
his wife and says: �I don�t love you. I hate you. I
don�t care what happens to you. I wouldn�t die
for you for anything in the world. Somebody can
come in and hack you to pieces. You can be lost
for all I care. I don�t care if you go to heaven. I
will no longer provide for you.� Would that
woman respect that man? Not at all. But a hus-
band who loves his wife as Christ loves the
church doesn�t hesitate to die for her.

III. SPLENDOR
The third word we need to think about is

splendor. Paul says, �That he might present the
church to himself a glorious church, not having
spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that it
should be holy and without blemish.� Husbands,
make your wives beautiful. Make your wife the
most beautiful and precious woman in all the
world. Present her in splendor. Lead her to be
holy and without blemish. If a man loves his wife
just as Jesus loved the church, if he lifts her up
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and puts her on a pedestal, if he makes her queen
of the house and holds her up as the most beau-
tiful woman in the world, if he presents her in
splendor, holy and without blemish, that woman
will be proud to be in subjection to that man.
There will be no problem at all. The order is God,
Christ, man, and woman (1 Corinthians 11:3).
That is the order as God gave it.

The husband is his wife�s protector, pro-
vider, and lover. Two people have become one.

In verse 31 Paul quotes an Old Testament
passage, Genesis 2:24: �For this cause shall a
man leave his father and mother, and shall cleave
to his wife; and the two shall become one flesh.�
True marriage is a beautiful union.

CONCLUSION
The husband�s responsibility is to save the

wife, and the wife�s responsibility is to save the
husband. They are to be subject to one another
as to Christ. The wife is in subjection to the
husband in matters of judgment as unto the
Lord.

I don�t believe two ought to get married if
they are not in subjection to the Lord. I counsel
people this way. I will not perform a wedding
ceremony unless there is premarital counseling.
I have been preaching for thirty-two years, and
in all the weddings I have performed only one
couple has come to me and said, �We are getting
serious and we would like some counsel. We
would like to see if we are for each other. We

would like for you to counsel with us.� Many
come and say: �We are going to get married. We
have made our decision. Now whatever it takes
to comply with your requirements, we will do it,
but we are going to get married anyway.� I have
refused to marry some, but I have done it gently
and kindly and have tried to use diplomacy.
Someone has said that diplomacy is the art of
letting someone else have your way. I have per-
formed a lot of wedding ceremonies and for
fifteen years I had a perfect record. But that
perfect record has gone down the drain during
the last seventeen years.

If you are not a Christian, you need to be
married to Christ. In Romans 7:4 Paul said that
we become dead to the Law so that we might be
married to another. Becoming a Christian is like
a wedding ceremony. You fall in love with Jesus.
You commit yourself to Him. You consummate
your love by full obedience. You become the
bride of Christ. As a Christian, you can make
your marriage the kind which will please your
God.

May your prayer for your home be the one
expressed in this song:

God, give us Christian homes! Homes where the
Bible is loved and taught,

Homes where the Master�s will is sought,
Homes crowned with beauty Thy love hath

wrought,
God, give us Christian homes!

(�God, Give Us Christian Homes,�
B. B. McKinney)
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