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One God and Father

Psalms 68:1-14 NASB

1Let God arise, let His enemies be scattered, And let those who hate Him flee before Him. 2 As
smoke is driven away, so drive them away; As wax melts before the fire, So let the wicked perish
before God. 2 But let the righteous be glad; let them exult before God; Yes, let them rejoice with
gladness. # Sing to God, sing praises to His name; Lift up a song for Him who rides through the
deserts, Whose name is the LORD, and exult before Him. > A father of the fatherless and a judge
for the widows, Is God in His holy habitation. ¢ God makes a home for the lonely; He leads out
the prisoners into prosperity, Only the rebellious dwell in a parched land. * O God, when You
went forth before Your people, When You marched through the wilderness, Selah. & The earth
quaked; The heavens also dropped rain at the presence of God; Sinai itself quaked at the
presence of God, the God of Israel. ° You shed abroad a plentiful rain, O God; You confirmed
Your inheritance when it was parched. 1° Your creatures settled in it; You provided in Your
goodness for the poor, O God. ** The Lord gives the command; The women who proclaim the
good tidings are a great host: 12 “Kings of armies flee, they flee, And she who remains at home
will divide the spoil!”
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13'When you lie down among the sheepfolds, You are like the wings of a dove covered with
silver, And its pinions with glistening gold. ** When the Almighty scattered the kings there, It
was snowing in Zalmon.

Isaiah 46:5-13

% “To whom will you liken me and make me equal, and compare me, that we may be alike?

® Those who lavish gold from the purse, and weigh out silver in the scales, hire a goldsmith, and
he makes it into a god; then they fall down and worship! ” They lift it to their shoulders, they
carry it, they set it in its place, and it stands there; it cannot move from its place. If one cries to it,
it does not answer or save him from his trouble. 8 “Remember this and stand firm, recall it to
mind, you transgressors, ° remember the former things of old; for I am God, and there is no
other; I am God, and there is none like me, 1° declaring the end from the beginning and from
ancient times things not yet done, saying, ‘My counsel shall stand, and I will accomplish all my
purpose,” ! calling a bird of prey from the east, the man of my counsel from a far country. I have
spoken, and | will bring it to pass; | have purposed, and I will do it. 12 “Listen to me, you
stubborn of heart, you who are far from righteousness: ** | bring near my righteousness; it is not
far off, and my salvation will not delay; I will put salvation in Zion, for Isracl my glory.”

Isaiah 55:6-11

6 Seek the LORD while He may be found; Call upon Him while He is near. ” Let the wicked
forsake his way And the unrighteous man his thoughts; And let him return to the LORD, And He
will have compassion on him, And to our God, For He will abundantly pardon. & “For My
thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways,” declares the LORD. ° “For as the
heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher than your ways And My thoughts than
your thoughts. 1° “For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven, And do not return there
without watering the earth And making it bear and sprout, And furnishing seed to the sower and
bread to the eater; ** So will My word be which goes forth from My mouth; It will not return to
Me empty, Without accomplishing what I desire, And without succeeding in the matter for which
| sent it.

Matthew 6:9
9 Pray then like this: “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.

Matthew 23:9
9 And call no man your father on earth, for you have one Father, who is in heaven.

Acts 17:22-31

22 So Paul stood in the midst of the Areopagus and said, “Men of Athens, I observe that you are
very religious in all respects. 22 For while | was passing through and examining the objects of
your worship, I also found an altar with this inscription, ‘TO AN UNKNOWN GOD.’ Therefore
what you worship in ignorance, this | proclaim to you. >* The God who made the world and all
things in it, since He is Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands;

Page 2 of 14


https://esv.literalword.com/?q=isaiah+46.5-13
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=isaiah+55.6-11
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=matthew+6.9
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=matthew+23.9
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=acts+17.22-31

25 nor is He served by human hands, as though He needed anything, since He Himself gives to all
people life and breath and all things; 26 and He made from one man every nation of mankind to
live on all the face of the earth, having determined their appointed times and the boundaries of
their habitation, 2 that they would seek God, if perhaps they might grope for Him and find Him,
though He is not far from each one of us; 28 for in Him we live and move and exist, as even some
of your own poets have said, ‘For we also are His children.” 2° Being then the children of God,
we ought not to think that the Divine Nature is like gold or silver or stone, an image formed by
the art and thought of man. % Therefore having overlooked the times of ignorance, God is now
declaring to men that all people everywhere should repent, 3! because He has fixed a day in
which He will judge the world in righteousness through a Man whom He has appointed, having
furnished proof to all men by raising Him from the dead.”

1 Corinthians 8:6
6 yet for us there is one God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and
one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through whom we exist

Ephesians 4:6
6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.

There are all these self-made religions in the world, and these religions either worship
themselves, men, women, gods, goddesses, the sun, the stars, money, fame, and objects. And all
of these false religions that number around 4,000 which include the Catholic, Protestant,
Methodist, Lutheran, Seven Day Adventist, The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints,
Muslims, Judaism, Buddhism, Hinduism, Baptists, Pentecostal, etc....

There is only one true God, and that true God has been there before the foundation of the
world began (Genesis 1:1-31, 2 Samuel 22:31, Psalms 18:30, Proverbs 30:5, Jeremiah 10:10,
Matthew 13:35, Matthew 25.34, John 17:24, 1 Peter 1:20).

The One true God has given us His inspired word written in the Holy Bible (2 Timothy 3:16-17
NASB)

The One true God has given us in His inspired word (2 Timothy 3:16-17 NASB, Hebrews 1:1-
2,James 1:1, Jude 1:1, 2 Peter 1:20-21) as spoken through the Prophets (Romans 15:4, 2
Timothy 3:16-17 NASB) and also the words given us by our Lord Jesus Christ (Matthew 28:18-
20, Mark 16:15-16) and the Lord’s Apostles (Acts 1:1-8, Acts 2:42, Romans 1:1-6), and the Lord
Jesus’ brothers James and Jude (Matthew 13:55 NASB 1 Corinthians 9:5, James 1:1, 2 Peter
1:20-21, Jude 1:1) to warn us about false teachers, false prophets, blind guides, deceitful spirits,
doctrines of men, doctrines of demons and self-made religions. These false teachers, preachers,
blind guides, and such promote, and preach, and teach these doctrines that can be seen and heard
everywhere on TV, Radio, Internet. They have built their self-made religious churches, mosques,
temples, synagogues, palaces, schools etc..... We are warned through the Holy Spirit
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(2 Peter 1:20-21 NASB) as written in the Holy Bible that even some of these false teachers will
be within the body (the Church) of our Lord.

These next scriptural passages and verses are just but a few that speak of these false prophets,
doctrines and commandments of men, false christs, false preachers, and antichrists.

Jeremiah 14:14

14 And the Lord said to me: “The prophets are prophesying lies in my name. I did not send them,
nor did I command them or speak to them. They are prophesying to you a lying vision, worthless
divination, and the deceit of their own minds.

Jeremiah 14:22

22 Are there any among the false gods of the nations that can bring rain? Or can the heavens give
showers? Are you not he, O LORD our God? We set our hope on you, for you do all these
things.

Jeremiah 18:15
15 But my people have forgotten me; they make offerings to false gods; they made them stumble
in their ways, in the ancient roads, and to walk into side roads, not the highway,

Jeremiah 23:16

16 Thus says the Lord of hosts: “Do not listen to the words of the prophets who prophesy to you,
filling you with vain hopes. They speak visions of their own minds, not from the mouth of the
Lord.

Habakkuk 2:18 -20

18 “What profit is an idol when its maker has shaped it, a metal image, a teacher of lies? For its
maker trusts in his own creation when he makes speechless idols! 19 Woe to him who says to a
wooden thing, Awake; to a silent stone, Arise! Can this teach? Behold, it is overlaid with gold
and silver, and there is no breath at all in it. 20 But the LORD is in his holy temple; let all the
earth keep silence before him.” Habakkuk's Prayer

Zechariah 10:2

2 For the household gods utter nonsense, and the diviners see lies; they tell false dreams and give
empty consolation. Therefore the people wander like sheep; they are afflicted for lack of a
shepherd.

Matthew 15:7-9

7 You hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy of you, when he said: 8 “‘This people honors me
with their lips, but their heart is far from me; 9 in vain do they worship me, teaching as doctrines
the commandments of men.’”
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Matthew 24:3-14

3 As he sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately, saying, “Tell us, when
will these things be, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?”

4 And Jesus answered them, “See that no one leads you astray. 5 For many will come in my
name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,” and they will lead many astray. 6 And you will hear of wars and
rumors of wars. See that you are not alarmed, for this must take place, but the end is not yet.

7 For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom, and there will be famines
and earthquakes in various places. 8 All these are but the beginning of the birth pains. 9 “Then
they will deliver you up to tribulation and put you to death, and you will be hated by all nations
for my name's sake. 10 And then many will fall away and betray one another and hate one
another. 11 And many false prophets will arise and lead many astray. 12 And because
lawlessness will be increased, the love of many will grow cold. 13 But the one who endures to
the end will be saved. 14 And this gospel of the kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the
whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.

Matthew 24:24
24 For false christs and false prophets will arise and perform great signs and wonders, so as to
lead astray, if possible, even the elect.

Romans 16:17-20

17 1 appeal to you, brothers, to watch out for those who cause divisions and create obstacles
contrary to the doctrine that you have been taught; avoid them. 18 For such persons do not serve
our Lord Christ, but their own appetites, and by smooth talk and flattery they deceive the hearts
of the naive. 19 For your obedience is known to all, so that | rejoice over you, but I want you to
be wise as to what is good and innocent as to what is evil. 20 The God of peace will soon crush
Satan under your feet. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.

Galatians 1:6-10

6 | am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him who called you in the grace of Christ and
are turning to a different gospel—7 not that there is another one, but there are some who trouble
you and want to distort the gospel of Christ. 8 But even if we or an angel from heaven should
preach to you a gospel contrary to the one we preached to you, let him be accursed. 9 As we have
said before, so now | say again: If anyone is preaching to you a gospel contrary to the one you
received, let him be accursed.10 For am | now seeking the approval of man, or of God? Or am |
trying to please man? If | were still trying to please man, | would not be a servant of Christ.

2 Thessalonians 2:1-12

1 Now concerning the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ and our being gathered together to him,
we ask you, brothers, 2 not to be quickly shaken in mind or alarmed, either by a spirit or a
spoken word, or a letter seeming to be from us, to the effect that the day of the Lord has come.

3 Let no one deceive you in any way. For that day will not come, unless the rebellion comes first,
and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction,

Page 5 of 14


https://esv.literalword.com/?q=matthew+24.3-14
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=matthew+24.24
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=romans+16%3A17-20
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=galatians+1.6-10
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=2+thessalonians+2%3A1-12

4 who opposes and exalts himself against every so-called god or object of worship, so that he
takes his seat in the temple of God, proclaiming himself to be God. 5 Do you not remember that
when I was still with you | told you these things? 6 And you know what is restraining him now
so that he may be revealed in his time. 7 For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work. Only
he who now restrains it will do so until he is out of the way. 8 And then the lawless one will be
revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will kill with the breath of his mouth and bring to nothing by the
appearance of his coming. 9 The coming of the lawless one is by the activity of Satan with all
power and false signs and wonders, 10 and with all wicked deception for those who are
perishing, because they refused to love the truth and so be saved. 11 Therefore God sends them a
strong delusion, so that they may believe what is false, 12 in order that all may be condemned
who did not believe the truth but had pleasure in unrighteousness.

1 Timothy 1:3-11

3 As | urged you when | was going to Macedonia, remain at Ephesus so that you may charge
certain persons not to teach any different doctrine, 4 nor to devote themselves to myths and
endless genealogies, which promote speculations rather than the stewardship from God that is by
faith. 5 The aim of our charge is love that issues from a pure heart and a good conscience and a
sincere faith. 6 Certain persons, by swerving from these, have wandered away into vain
discussion, 7 desiring to be teachers of the law, without understanding either what they are
saying or the things about which they make confident assertions. 8 Now we know that the law is
good, if one uses it lawfully, 9 understanding this, that the law is not laid down for the just but
for the lawless and disobedient, for the ungodly and sinners, for the unholy and profane, for
those who strike their fathers and mothers, for murderers, 10 the sexually immoral, men who
practice homosexuality, enslavers, liars, perjurers, and whatever else is contrary to sound
doctrine, 11 in accordance with the gospel of the glory of the blessed God with which I have
been entrusted.

1 Timothy 4:1-10

1 Now the Spirit expressly says that in later times some will depart from the faith by devoting
themselves to deceitful spirits and teachings of demons, 2 through the insincerity of liars whose
consciences are seared, 3 who forbid marriage and require abstinence from foods that God
created to be received with thanksgiving by those who believe and know the truth. 4 For
everything created by God is good, and nothing is to be rejected if it is received with
thanksgiving, 5 for it is made holy by the word of God and prayer. 6 If you put these things
before the brothers, you will be a good servant of Christ Jesus, being trained in the words of the
faith and of the good doctrine that you have followed. 7 Have nothing to do with irreverent, silly
myths. Rather train yourself for godliness; 8 for while bodily training is of some value, godliness
is of value in every way, as it holds promise for the present life and also for the life to come.

9 The saying is trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance. 10 For to this end we toil and
strive, because we have our hope set on the living God, who is the Savior of all people,
especially of those who believe.
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1 Timothy 6:3-14

3 If anyone teaches a different doctrine and does not agree with the sound words of our Lord
Jesus Christ and the teaching that accords with godliness, 4 he is puffed up with conceit and
understands nothing. He has an unhealthy craving for controversy and for quarrels about words,
which produce envy, dissension, slander, evil suspicions, 5 and constant friction among people
who are depraved in mind and deprived of the truth, imagining that godliness is a means of gain.
6 But godliness with contentment is great gain, 7 for we brought nothing into the world, and we
cannot take anything out of the world. 8 But if we have food and clothing, with these we will be
content. 9 But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation, into a snare, into many senseless
and harmful desires that plunge people into ruin and destruction. 10 For the love of money is a
root of all kinds of evils. It is through this craving that some have wandered away from the faith
and pierced themselves with many pangs. 11 But as for you, O man of God, flee these things.
Pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, steadfastness, gentleness. 12 Fight the good fight of
the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called and about which you made the
good confession in the presence of many witnesses. 13 I charge you in the presence of God, who
gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who in his testimony before Pontius Pilate made the
good confession, 14 to keep the commandment unstained and free from reproach until the
appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ,

2 Timothy 3:1-9

1 But understand this, that in the last days there will come times of difficulty. 2 For people will
be lovers of self, lovers of money, proud, arrogant, abusive, disobedient to their parents,
ungrateful, unholy, 3 heartless, unappeasable, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not loving
good, 4 treacherous, reckless, swollen with conceit, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of
God, 5 having the appearance of godliness, but denying its power. Avoid such people. 6 For
among them are those who creep into households and capture weak women, burdened with sins
and led astray by various passions, 7 always learning and never able to arrive at a knowledge of
the truth. 8 Just as Jannes and Jambres opposed Moses, so these men also oppose the truth, men
corrupted in mind and disqualified regarding the faith. 9 But they will not get very far, for their
folly will be plain to all, as was that of those two men.

1 John 2:18-24

18 Children, it is the last hour, and as you have heard that antichrist is coming, so now many
antichrists have come. Therefore we know that it is the last hour. 19 They went out from us, but
they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they would have continued with us. But they went
out, that it might become plain that they all are not of us. 20 But you have been anointed by the
Holy One, and you all have knowledge. 21 | write to you, not because you do not know the truth,
but because you know it, and because no lie is of the truth. 22 Who is the liar but he who denies
that Jesus is the Christ? This is the antichrist, he who denies the Father and the Son. 23 No one
who denies the Son has the Father. Whoever confesses the Son has the Father also. 24 Let what
you heard from the beginning abide in you. If what you heard from the beginning abides in you,
then you too will abide in the Son and in the Father.
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1John4:1
1 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God, for
many false prophets have gone out into the world.

These next scriptural passages speak about setting order in place to oversee and care for the body
(church) in Christ and to contend for the faith. God has commanded to set into place a plurality
of elders also called bishops, pastors, shepherds, and overseers along with the qualifications and
requirements for those and for deacons.

Acts 20:17-28

17 Now from Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called the elders of the church to come to him.

18 And when they came to him, he said to them: “You yourselves know how I lived among you
the whole time from the first day that I set foot in Asia, 19 serving the Lord with all humility and
with tears and with trials that happened to me through the plots of the Jews; 20 how I did not
shrink from declaring to you anything that was profitable, and teaching you in public and from
house to house, 21 testifying both to Jews and to Greeks of repentance toward God and of faith
in our Lord Jesus Christ. 22 And now, behold, I am going to Jerusalem, constrained by the Spirit,
not knowing what will happen to me there, 23 except that the Holy Spirit testifies to me in every
city that imprisonment and afflictions await me. 24 But | do not account my life of any value nor
as precious to myself, if only I may finish my course and the ministry that I received from the
Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the grace of God. 25 And now, behold, I know that none of
you among whom | have gone about proclaiming the kingdom will see my face again.

26 Therefore 1 testify to you this day that | am innocent of the blood of all, 27 for I did not shrink
from declaring to you the whole counsel of God. 28 Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all
the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the church of God, which
he obtained with his own blood.

Philippians 1:1
1 Paul and Timothy, servants of Christ Jesus, To all the saints in Christ Jesus who are at Philippi,
with the overseers and deacons:

1 Timothy 3:1-13

1 The saying is trustworthy: If anyone aspires to the office of overseer, he desires a noble task.
2 Therefore an overseer must be above reproach, the husband of one wife, sober-minded, self-
controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, 3 not a drunkard, not violent but gentle, not
quarrelsome, not a lover of money. 4 He must manage his own household well, with all dignity
keeping his children submissive, 5 for if someone does not know how to manage his own
household, how will he care for God's church? 6 He must not be a recent convert, or he may
become puffed up with conceit and fall into the condemnation of the devil. 7 Moreover, he must
be well thought of by outsiders, so that he may not fall into disgrace, into a snare of the devil.
8 Deacons likewise must be dignified, not double-tongued, not addicted to much wine, not
greedy for dishonest gain. 9 They must hold the mystery of the faith with a clear conscience.
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10 And let them also be tested first; then let them serve as deacons if they prove themselves
blameless. 11 Their wives likewise must be dignified, not slanderers, but sober-minded, faithful
in all things. 12 Let deacons each be the husband of one wife, managing their children and their
own households well. 13 For those who serve well as deacons gain a good standing for
themselves and also great confidence in the faith that is in Christ Jesus.

Titus 1:5-11

5 This is why 1 left you in Crete, so that you might put what remained into order, and appoint
elders in every town as | directed you—=6 if anyone is above reproach, the husband of one wife,
and his children are believers and not open to the charge of debauchery or insubordination.

7 For an overseer, as God's steward, must be above reproach. He must not be arrogant or quick-
tempered or a drunkard or violent or greedy for gain, 8 but hospitable, a lover of good, self-
controlled, upright, holy, and disciplined. 9 He must hold firm to the trustworthy word as taught,
so that he may be able to give instruction in sound doctrine and also to rebuke those who
contradict it. 10 For there are many who are insubordinate, empty talkers and deceivers,
especially those of the circumcision party. 11 They must be silenced, since they are upsetting
whole families by teaching for shameful gain what they ought not to teach.

Titus 2:1-15

1 But as for you, teach what accords with sound doctrine. 2 Older men are to be sober-minded,
dignified, self-controlled, sound in faith, in love, and in steadfastness. 3 Older women likewise
are to be reverent in behavior, not slanderers or slaves to much wine. They are to teach what is
good, 4 and so train the young women to love their husbands and children, 5 to be self
controlled, pure, working at home, kind, and submissive to their own husbands, that the word of
God may not be reviled. 6 Likewise, urge the younger men to be self-controlled. 7 Show yourself
in all respects to be a model of good works, and in your teaching show integrity, dignity, 8 and
sound speech that cannot be condemned, so that an opponent may be put to shame, having
nothing evil to say about us. 9 Bondservants are to be submissive to their own masters in
everything; they are to be well-pleasing, not argumentative, 10 not pilfering, but showing all
good faith, so that in everything they may adorn the doctrine of God our Savior. 11 For the grace
of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, 12 training us to renounce ungodliness
and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age,

13 waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus
Christ, 14 who gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a
people for his own possession who are zealous for good works. 15 Declare these things; exhort
and rebuke with all authority. Let no one disregard you.

1 Peter 5:1-5

1 So | exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a witness of the sufferings of Christ, as
well as a partaker in the glory that is going to be revealed: 2 shepherd the flock of God that is
among you, exercising oversight, not under compulsion, but willingly, as God would have you;
not for shameful gain, but eagerly; 3 not domineering over those in your charge, but being
examples to the flock.

Page 9 of 14


https://esv.literalword.com/?q=titus+1.5-11
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=titus+2%3A1-15
https://esv.literalword.com/?q=1+peter+5.1-5

4 And when the chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading crown of glory. 5
Likewise, you who are younger, be subject to the elders. Clothe yourselves, all of you, with
humility toward one another, for “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.”

This next scriptural passage speaks about contending for the faith.

Jude 1:3-5

3 Beloved, although | was very eager to write to you about our common salvation, | found it
necessary to write appealing to you to contend for the faith that was once for all delivered to the
saints. 4 For certain people have crept in unnoticed who long ago were designated for this
condemnation, ungodly people, who pervert the grace of our God into sensuality and deny our
only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ. 5 Now | want to remind you, although you once fully knew
it, that Jesus, who saved a people out of the land of Egypt, afterward destroyed those who did not
believe.

This next scriptural passage speaks about fighting the good fight of faith.

2 Timothy 4:1-8

1 1 charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the
dead, and by his appearing and his kingdom: 2 preach the word; be ready in season and out of
season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and teaching. 3 For the time is
coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having itching ears they will
accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own passions, 4 and will turn away from
listening to the truth and wander off into myths. 5 As for you, always be sober-minded, endure
suffering, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry. 6 For | am already being poured out
as a drink offering, and the time of my departure has come. 7 | have fought the good fight, | have
finished the race, | have kept the faith. 8 Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of
righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me on that day, and not only to
me but also to all who have loved his appearing.

Conclusion

To walk on the right path to God our Father you first need to receive the faith that comes from
the gospel about His beloved precious Son our Lord Jesus Christ (Romans 10:17), then to
become a disciple (student, learner, follower) and Christian of His beloved precious Son our
Lord Jesus Christ we need to repent, confess and be baptized (Acts 2:38-44). Then we disciples,
learners and followers are known simply as Christians (Acts 11:26, 1 Peter 4:12-16), a child of
God (John 1:9-12), a saint (Acts 9:13, Acts 9:32, Romans 8:26-27, Romans 12:1-21), a servant
of our Lord (Romans 14:4-9, Colossians 1:1-12 NASB) a brother, or sister in the household of
faith (Mark 3:35, Galatians 6:10) and we need to contend earnestly for the faith which was once
for all handed down to the saints (Jude 1:3 NASB).
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We need to strive to grow in the faith (Acts 14:22, Romans 1:17 NASB, Colossians 1:21-23
NASB, 1 Peter 2:1-5, 2 Peter 1:1-11), through study and learning, listening and prayer (Luke
8:4-15, Acts 17:11, Romans 15:4 KJV, Philippians 4:8-9 KJV, 1 Timothy 2:1-5 KJV, 2 Timothy
2:15 NASB, 2 Timothy 3:16-17), we need to strive to do the will of God (Matthew 21:28-32,
Mark 3:35), obey His word (Matthew 7:24-27, James 1:19-25), strive to please God (Romans
8:1-8, 1 Thessalonians 4:1-8, 1 Timothy 2:1-3 KJV Hebrews 11:6), gather together for worship
with the brothers and sisters in the body (Acts 2:42, Acts 20:7, Romans 15:5-7, 1 Corinthians
11:20-26, 1 Corinthians 16:1-2, Hebrews 10:24-25), and share the truth with others so they can
be saved (Matthew 12:30, Colossians 4:5-6 NASB, Philemon 1:6) as we grow being salt of the
earth and a light of our Lord Jesus Christ (Matthew 5:13-16, John 15:4-8) and live a faithful life
unto death (Revelation 2:10-11).

Matthew 7:21
21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,” will enter the kingdom of heaven, but the one
who does the will of my Father who is in heaven.

Mark 3:32-35

32 A crowd was sitting around Him, and they *said to Him, “Behold, Your mother and Your
brothers are outside looking for You.” 3 Answering them, He *said, “Who are My mother and
My brothers?” 3* Looking about at those who were sitting around Him, He *said, “Behold My
mother and My brothers! 3 For whoever does the will of God, he is My brother and sister and
mother.”

Luke 8:19-21

% Then his mother and his brothers came to him, but they could not reach him because of the
crowd. 2 And he was told, “Your mother and your brothers are standing outside, desiring to see
you.” 2! But he answered them, “My mother and my brothers are those who hear the word of

God and do it.”

1 Peter 3:15-17 (ASV)

15 but sanctify in your hearts Christ as Lord: being ready always to give answer to every man that
asketh you a reason concerning the hope that is in you, yet with meekness and fear: ¢ having a
good conscience; that, wherein ye are spoken against, they may be put to shame who revile your
good manner of life in Christ. 17 For it is better, if the will of God should so will, that ye suffer
for well-doing than for evil-doing. 15 but sanctify in your hearts Christ as Lord: being ready
always to give answer to every man that asketh you a reason concerning the hope that is in you,
yet with meekness and fear: 16 having a good conscience; that, wherein ye are spoken against,
they may be put to shame who revile your good manner of life in Christ. 17 For it is better, if the
will of God should so will, that ye suffer for well-doing than for evil-doing.

1 John 2:15-17
15 Do not love the world nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the
Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes
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and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world. 17 The world is
passing away, and also its lusts; but the one who does the will of God lives forever.

Our God and Father is worthy of our praise and worship.
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