Lori Ann Coughlin
Lesson Plan: Greek Masks
Objective: To provide a basic foundation for understanding Drama, its origin, history, and importance in the human experience. 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills for Fine Arts (Middle School) covered in this lesson:
  Source of information: 19 TAC Chapter 117, Subchapter E (state.tx.us)
Knowledge and skills.
(1)  Foundations: inquiry and understanding. The student develops concepts about self, human relationships, and the environment using elements of drama and conventions of theatre. The student is expected to:
(A)  evaluate characterization using emotional and sensory recall;
(B)  apply knowledge of theatrical vocabulary and terminology; and
(C)  explore and evaluate the structure and form of dramatic literature.
(2)  Creative expression: performance. The student interprets characters using the voice and body expressively and creates dramatizations. The student is expected to:
(A)  demonstrate safe use of the voice and body;
(B)  portray characters through familiar movements and dialogue;
(C)  create characters, dialogue, and actions that reflect dramatic structure in improvised and scripted scenes, individually and collaboratively; and
(D)  express thoughts and feelings using effective voice and diction.
(3)  Creative expression: production. The student applies design, directing, and theatre production concepts and skills. The student is expected to:
(A)  recognize and select specific technical elements to suggest environment, establish mood, and support character and actions for performance;
(B)  create theatrical elements such as scenery, properties, lighting, sound, costume, makeup, and publicity using the principles of design;
(4)  Historical and cultural relevance. The student relates theatre to history, society, and culture. The student is expected to:
(A)  demonstrate theatre as a reflection of life in particular times, places, and cultures through performance;
(B)  explore theatre heritage such as historical and cultural influences as it is preserved in dramatic text, traditions, and conventions; and
(C)  explore the roles of theatre, film, television, and electronic media such as key developments, figures, and works on American society.

Number of sessions needed: 2 sessions (possibly 3 depending on time)
 
Specific tasks:
(Visual and Kinesthetic Learner prompt: Encourage students to take notes, make sketches in their idea books of things they see and hear in class that help them remember this information)


(Auditory Learner prompt: Ask the students questions to prompt discussion over the material as indicated below.)

(SPED: provide notes for review and allot extra time for project completion as necessary.  Provide mood cards to show different types of faces that are associated with moods).

1. Review information from previous session, title “What is Drama?” 
Questions to use to prompt class discussion:

· Who remembers what Drama is?
· What are the three types of comedies?
· What is a Dithyrambs?
· Who was Pisistratus?
· Why do we call actors thespians?
· What are the four Dramatic forms?
· Who remembers what the Greek word dran means?
· What festival did we learn about?

		
2. Discuss history of masks in ancient Greece (Lecture Notes-Greek Masks/attachment)
		-Stem from ancient religious ceremonies
		-used by playwrights such as Aeschylus
		-disguised actors
		-create moods
			*Review types of moods/emotions
		-prosopon
		-chiton
		-chlamys
		-himation



3. Discuss assignment: Creating a Greek Mask
-Each student will create their own Greek Mask to depict a certain mood or a Greek mythological character. 
-Students will begin by sketching out their design, then they will fabricate a mask utilizing materials provided in class.  
-Students will have two class sessions to complete this task.
-Review “Classroom Etiquette” for projects
Materials needed:
Teacher
Handouts-Greek Mask Template
Copy of Classroom Etiquette
Dry Erase Markers/Chalk
Dry Erase Board/Chalk Board
Cardstock (varying colors)
Recycled Cardboard (used boxes, food packaging, etc., that is clean and free from odor)
Construction Paper
Newspapers
Straws
Glue Sticks
Paper Grocery Bags/Lunch Sacks
Paintbrushes
Acrylic Paint
Markers
Elmer’s Glue
Balloons

Students
	Idea Books
	Pencil/Pen
	Paper or Electronic Device
	
Terms, facts, etc. to be covered:
	REVIEW
Athens, Greece
	Dithyrambs
Pisistratus
Dran
New Public Festivals
City of Dionysia
Thespis
Comedy
Paradisal
Infernal
Purgatorial
Tragedy
Melodrama
Farce		


NEW					
Greek Masks
Prosopon
Chiton
	Chlamys
	Himation
	

Method of info delivery:
	
	Lecture

Lecture notes:
See PowerPoint Deck titled “Greek Masks”

Activities for lesson:
Question and answer segments to ensure comprehension of material being delivered and gage student engagement.

Method of assigning grade:

GRADING CRITERIA: Pass/Fail based on if they completed the assignment by creating a mask that depicts either an emotion or a character.  
