

Greek Masks - Tragic Comic Masks in Ancient Greek Theatre

The earliest examples of masks being used in Greece stem from the ancient religious ceremonies of the celebration of various Greek gods, especially deity Dionysus. 
The masks that were worn during those early ceremonies gain the meaning of “personas”, and the people who wore them were viewed as transformed into the being or person they tried to imitate. 
The physical remains of those masks that were used in ceremonial rites and celebrations were never found. 
The records of such events were preserved in the imagery of many Athenian vases from as early as 5th century BC. 
In those images, actors were never shown with masks on their faces, but taking them before the performance or placing them on altars after plays were finished.
Other records say that the earliest masks were used from the time of Aeschylus. 
The masks were viewed as powerful tools that totally transformed actors into the desired role, with viewers not distinguishing actors from the theatrical character they were depicting (being that of a man, a woman, gods or other mythical beings). 
In the instance of multiple actors of singers wearing identical masks, the viewers viewed all those actors as a singular character. 
All actors on the Greek stage were men, who had to adapt their appearance with acting postures, costumes, and masks heavily when they played the roles of women and children. 
The traditional full attire of Greek theater actor consisted of:
· chiton (turnic or robe)
· chlamys (short cloak)
· himation (overgarment) 
· peplos (cloak) 
· prosopon (mask, translated from Greek as “face”) 
Actors who played significant roles in Tragedy plays wore boots named cothurni that elevated them over other actors.
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