
THE MYTH: Councils are stopping / evicting /taking people 
to court.


What Actually Happens In Real Life?


There is a lot of fear online about councils aggressively prosecuting people for living in tiny houses 
or caravans on private land.


But after reviewing:


• planning court decisions, 

• media reports, 

• enforcement cases, 

• and tribunal matters across Australia, 


the reality appears VERY different.


How Many People Have Actually Gone To 
Court?

Despite thousands of Australians currently living in:


• tiny houses on wheels, 

• caravans, 

• portable cabins, 

• buses, 

• and alternative dwellings


we could only identify approximately 4 well-known reported court or major enforcement 
matters specifically involving straightforward tiny house/caravan residential use, AUSTRALIA-
WIDE - over the past 8 years.


There may be additional site-specific planning disputes resolved through local courts or tribunals, 
that were over 20 year ago and the specifics are related to Dongas, Site Cabins on building sites, or 
other scenarios that are not necessarily “Tiny Houses” as we see them 2026.


 (Remember, Tiny Home Expo does NOT include imported expandables as part of the Tiny 
House industry.  We were contacted by the Office of Fair Trading complaining that they are 
[quote]: knee deep in complaints - including expandable sellers telling customers that they can put 
their expandable anywhere without council permissions needed -  however we do not follow the 
specifics.




What Usually Happens Instead?

Most councils prefer:


• compliance notices,  (These are written quite nastily and people give up on sight! This is 
called a Show Cause and is designed to put the living fear in to you - and it works)


• negotiation,  (Many councils have negotiated great outcomes)

• requests for approvals, 

• or voluntary changes, 


rather than court proceedings and fines. 


In WA, a council tried to take Danny Reinhold to court and was STOPPED by the Minister! 


In VIC, a council tried to evict a tiny house owner for contravening building regulations, and the 
Building Board of Appeals stated that the tiny house is a CARAVAN and therefore NOT subject to 
the building regulations enforcement.


In nearly all cases: complaints from neighbours are the main trigger for enforcement.

Higher Risk Situations

Council attention is more likely where there are:


• suburban blocks - more likely to attract neighbour complaint.

• multiple dwellings - More than 2 tiny houses, you ARE contravening laws.

• rental operations - slumlords, deserve what they get!  

• sanitation issues - be respectful of sewerage, grey water and rubbish rules. 

• permanent plumbing additions - this can be tricky, do not permanently attach to the land 

by way of plumbing. Get a written statement from the PLUMBER that the connection can 
be removed within 24 hours. 


• neighbour complaints - due to view blocking, dogs, noise, harrassment, vehicles 




The Bigger Picture

If councils across Australia were aggressively prosecuting tiny house residents, - of which there are 
estimated to be many thousands (over 10,000 easily) -  there would be:


• hundreds of court cases, 

• major legal databases, 

• and widespread published judgments. 


Those records simply do not exist.  


There have been ZERO fines issued. (Threatened in a letter, but none have come to fruition)


The available evidence suggests:  Court action against individual tiny house residents is very rare, 
and in the few examples (transcripts) we have access to, the Tiny House Owner has WON.


Important Note

This does not mean all tiny houses or caravans are automatically allowed everywhere - knock 
yourself out and do as you like!  Be mindful of things that will trigger legal trouble… such as your 
environmental waste for instance.  


Why Is It So Confusing:  Many councils are trying to navigate through completely inept state-
given frameworks…. So it often seems that when 'asking permission’, you are getting a straight 
NO.  You are actually getting… we don’t know how to get this approved - unless the house is fixed 
to the land, conforms to NCC and is a class 1a dwelling, and you submit a full DA (which is a small 
house - not necessarily a tiny house).


 
Rules still vary between councils, and very few have done any homework or have enough data to 
understand the difference between a Modular permanent house fixed to the land, and a Tiny House 
on wheels… so they literally explain that you can’t live in your ‘caravan’ for longer than a certain 
amount of days/weeks/months.


Don’t Like It?  Then write to council, state and your local member - OFTEN.  (But PLEASE do 
stop naysaying on Social Media with comments like: Council Won’t Allow them… you are 
spreading misinformation… and information that is changing across Australia on a weekly basis! 


Here is some help - The ATHA - https://tinyhouse.org.au/ - and also see here: https://
tinyhomesexpo.com.au/advocate101  There is also some information on what to do if you get a 
Show Cause notice from council here: https://tinyhomesexpo.com.au/legal-links

Seek advice for your specific situation. Even if you are parking your tiny house on your land and 
staying in it without council permission, follow basic rules, especially regarding your water and 
sewerage waste… and be respectful of your neighbours.
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