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     All Church Activities are Cancelled 

    Until Further Notice.
Resurrection Sunday!  

April 12th is Easter Sunday; I like to call it “Resurrection Sunday”.  It’s fun to give Easter Baskets filled with Chocolate Bunnies, Marshmallow Peeps and Jellybeans to our children and watch them dig through the “plastic grass” and eat those sugary treats - just like we did.  Along with the basket full of fun, don’t let them miss the reason for Resurrection Sunday; we celebrate that Jesus rose from the dead!  What if your child asks; “How do you know Jesus rose from the dead?”  Here are a few helpful thoughts to share.

First, Jesus died on a cross publicly, that means lots of people saw it happen.  Some very good people who saw Jesus die on that cross wrote about the events.  They saw it happen and wrote exactly what they saw.  After Jesus rose from the dead these same good and honest men saw Jesus alive again, they talked to Jesus and touched His nailed pierced hands.  We know Jesus died and rose again because good honest men saw it happen and wrote it down so we would know (in the Bible).  Even in courts of law today we ask eyewitnesses to “tell the truth the whole truth and nothing but the truth, so help me God”, so we can find out from them the details they saw.  

I Corinthians 15:3-8  “For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, and then to the Twelve. After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers and sisters at the same time, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep. Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles, and last of all he appeared to me also,”

Second, Jesus died on the cross and His body was laid in a tomb.  But, three days later the tomb was empty, even though it was covered by a gigantic stone that would take several men to move and guarded by Roman Soldiers.  Jesus’ disciples could never get to the body to steal it, the Roman guards would die rather than fail at their mission of keeping the body in the tomb and Jews who wanted Jesus crucified and to stay dead and in the tomb to put an end to him.  But His body was gone from the guarded tomb after three days!  The only answer for an empty tomb on the third day is that Jesus came back to life in a glorified body and walked out of it, He is risen from the dead, just as He said!
Luke 24:1-7 “On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the spices they had prepared and went to the tomb. They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. While they were wondering about this, suddenly two men in clothes that gleamed like lightning stood beside them. In their fright the women bowed down with their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is not here; he has risen! Remember how he told you, while he was still with you in Galilee: The Son of Man must be delivered over to the hands of sinners, be crucified and on the third day be raised again.”
Third, Jesus said He would rise again and He would never lie to you.  Here is what Jesus said. 

Mark 8:31 “He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and after three days rise again”. 

Matt 17.22-23 “When they came together in Galilee, he said to them, “The Son of Man is going to be delivered into the hands of men.  They will kill him, and on the third day he will be raised to life.”
Luke 9.22 “And he said, “The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life.”

Jesus Is Risen, Believe it, Celebrate it, and tell your children Jesus is Risen (don’t forget the marshmallow peeps). 


Happy Resurrection Day, Kent
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We can’t stop church because of COVID-19, we just have to adjust and do it a little differently. You can watch the Sunday sermon on Facebook, or YouTube. We will be sending out an email each week with the link needed to watch the sermon online.   
MARCH WOM ACTIVITIES: 

· Fortunately we were able to make deliveries to both of the Hospice homes during March, but there will be NO Hospice Ministry emphasis scheduled for April at this time.
· What a wonderful & inspiring day it was on March 8th—Baptist Women’s Day!  To all those who participated may I say again thank you and especially to Cindy Clark & Debbie Slaydon who so wonderfully shared with us their Christian journeys.  What they both had to say is exactly what our church needed to hear that Sunday—God Bless You Both.
· We voted to purchase 24 Bibles for the older children as needed for the Parsons ministry & $400.70 of WOM funds were used for this purpose.
· It was approved that Jane be reimbursed $101.39 with WOM funds for 10 fleece blankets, 8 pair slippers & 12 pair of cozy socks that she had purchased for the 2020 Baptist Toy Store when she found super markdown prices.

· WMU salad supper scheduled for March 21st was cancelled. 

UPCOMING EVENTS:

· We had already decided to collect additional things needed for the Parsons Ministry during March but we will now make it a March & April project.  Ok ladies many of you have told me you are spending your days cleaning out “stuff” found in closets, drawers and cabinets while we are confined to our homes.  PLEASE KEEP THIS PROJECT IN MIND: They need items for Bingo prizes like figurines, etc. for the ladies in the apt complex.  They are also collecting (new or gently used) linens, kitchen items (i.e. pots, pans, dishes, utensils), lamps, school supplies, clothing, & possibly even some furniture for this ministry.  So if you wish to start your spring cleaning now, there are collection baskets in each of the Educational buildings or you can hang on to your donations until you can get back to church.
· WOM is doing something different this year—We are joining with the youth to collect for the Baptist Children’s Home Annual Food Roundup generally done in April & it is being postponed until June or July of this year due to the current restrictions. 
· May 17th – Annual Ladies Fellowship Tea – ladies mark your calendars! 
Wow, what a time in the lives of those around the world!!  And we think we are experiencing devastation, but there is one thing that cannot be taken away and that is our God.  Can you imagine how much more difficult it would be facing the challenges of today without our faith, our Bible and the comfort we can find in prayer? We can still be that beacon on the hill by contacting and sharing this with others and let it be known that UNION CROSS REACHES OUT TO SHOW HIS LOVE.
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